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PREFACE. 


THB  Author  of  the  following  LiCtters, 
which  chiefly  relate  to  the  Porttiguefk 
Inqmfttimy  Popery^  4mdjejuitifm^  may  feem  to 
have  undert^Jnen  a  needlds  taflc,  in  writing  oa 
matters  which  have  been  (o  often  and  amply 
diicuiTed  by  much  abler  pens:  however^  he 
flatters  himielfy  that  his  obiervations  on  thefe* 
trite  flibjo^  will  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  mere 
crambe  repetita^  and  perhaps  may  be  found  to 
contain  not  only  fomethmg  new  and  entertain- 
log,  but  even  of  public  utility,  eipedally  at 
this  jundure. 

As  to  the  Portuguefe  Inquifltion,  tho'  fomo^ 
late  regulations  at  Lifbon,  fince  the  fatal  earth- 
quake, gave  room  to  believe,  that  its  exortu- 
tant  power  had  been  curtailed,  and  that,  if  thct 
fblemn  parade  oS Autos  defe  were  flill  continu- 
ed,  we  fhould  hear  no  more  of  thoie  cruell 
executions,  to  which  &>  many  innocents  hava 
fallen  vidtims,  yet  feveral  recent  inflances  hav6' 
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fufficiently  convinced  the  world,  that  the  mlni- 
fters  of  that  terrible  tribunal  are  ftill  fufFered  to 
exercife  their  zeal,  in  the  fame  barbarous  man* 
ncr  as  formerly,  and  that,  in  a  country  fo  fcarce 
of  fewel,  they  can  ftill  find  furzes  and  faggots 
enough  to  burn  New  Chriftians,  many  of  whom> 
dio'  condemned  for  Judaifm,  have  been  incon- 
tcftably  proved,  after  they  were  confumed  to 
afhes,  to  be  far  better  Catholics^  even  in  the 
Popifh  acceptation  of  the  word,  than  the  Lords 
Inquifitors  themfelvcs* 

In  cafe  it  fhould  be  objefted,  as,  in  effed:„ 
it  has  been,  that  it  no  more  becomes  us  to 
cenfure  the  proceedings  of  their  courts  of  juf- 
tice  in  Portugal,  whether  ecclcfiaftical  or  civil, 
than  it  does  the  Portuguefc  to  cenfure  thofe  of 
ours,  it  may  be  reply 'd,  that  'tis  the  duty,  no 
lef$  than  the  intereft  of  all  mankind,  to  expofe 
a  Tribunal,  whofe  tendereft  mercies  are  cruel, 
which  is  not  only  a  difgrace  to  Chriftianity,  and 
has  almoft  ruined  the  Country  where  it  fubfifts, 
but  claims  a  jurifditjtion  over  foreigners  as  well 
as  natives.  This  alone  were  fufficicnt  to  juftify 
every  thing  that  can  be  faid  on  the  fubje<3:.  But 
the  principal  inducement  for  dwelling  lb  largely 
on  this  article,  (in  treating  of  which,  fome 
very  curious  and  authentic  memoirs  are  inter- 
fperfed,  never  before  publifhed)  was  the  info- 
lencc  of  a  late  anonymous  Scribbler,  who,  tho' 
*  an 
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«in  EngliiSimih,  and  (which  muft  appear  Ail) 
more  aftoniihmg)  a  Proteftant  to  boot,  if  his 
own  word  is  to  be  taken,  not  content  with  hay- 
ing offered  an  apology  for  that  infernal  Courts 
has  moft  outrageoufly  abufed  the  whole  British 
Nation,  for  permitting  the  equity  of  its  pro*, 
ceedings  to  be  called  in  queftion.  It  was  not 
only  neceifary  to  unmaik  this  impudent  Hireling,, 
but  our  national  honor,  both  as  Britons  and  Pro- 
tefbnts,  required,  that  the  amiable  pidure  hq 
has  drawn  of  the  Holy  OiHce,  and  the  hideous 
one  of  his  own  countrymen,  in  contrafl  to  the 
Portuguefc,  fliould  be  fet  in  their  genuine  light  j 
and  if  the  detail  of  certain  flriking  fa<5ts  fhpuld 
chance  to  ^ve  offence,  it  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  as  naturally  ariiing  from  the  fubjedt,  and 
not  intended  as  a  Satyr  on  our  good  friends  and 
allies^  ' 

With  reiped  to  Ae  article  of  Popery,  what 
the  author  chiefly  had  in  view,  was  not  io  much 
to  expofe  its  errors  and  corruptions,  on  which 
So  many  unanfwerable  tracts  have  been  written; 
as  to  point  out  the  caufes  of  its  prefent  growth, 
.dnd  to  ihew  how  deeply  our  civil  and  religious 
liberties  may  be  affeflcd  by  it ;  nor  will  it  be 
amifs  to  remark  on  this  important  fubjed,  that 
as,  when  we  had  a  Popifh  Prince  on  the  throne, 
who  attempted  to  deftroy  both,  no  people  ever 
made  a  nobler  fland  againft  the  encroachinsnts 

A3  of 


v!  PRE    FA    C'E." 

(tf  Supcrftition  and  Tyranny,  fo  now  *,  wlicn 
^  arc  bleft  with  a  Prince,  who  has  made  it  the 
jferpctual  ftudy  of  his  life  to  oppofe  the  ravages 
of  tfiefe  two  formidable  monfters,  and  fo  juftly 
merits,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the  glorious 
fllle  of  Defender  of  the  Faiths  we  feem  uttcon- 
ccrncd  at  the  reftlefs  attacks  of  the  emiflaries 
6f  Ronie,  whofe  number  and  infolence  are 
daily  encreafed  by  our  fupineneis.  To  what 
can  fo  ftrange  a  conduft  be  owing  ?  Are  wc 
i;rown  tired  of  our  happinefs  ?  Or  do  wc  think 
that  Popery  has  changed  its  nature,  and  would 
therefore,  out  of  mere  wantonneis,  once  more 
fubmit  our  necks  to  that  iron  yoke,  which  out 
forefathers  found  fo  infupportablc,  which  every 
nation  in  Europe  has  fevcrcly  felt,  and  fome 
ftill  feel,  the  effcds  of? 

If  the  tendency  of  this  idolatrous  and  perfo- 
cuting  religion  be  really  fo  dreadful,  as  erery 
one  muft  allow,  who  knows  what  Popery  is, 
furely  it  can  fcarce  be  deemed  prcfumption  juft 
to  hint,  that  fome  expedient  ought  to  be  taken 
to  check  its  alarming  progrefs.  Can  we  be  too 
much  on  our  guard  againft  a  fwarm  of  Incen- 
diaries, who  would  not  only  obtrude  on  us 
another  Gofpel,  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  of 

♦  This  was  printed  a  little  before  his  late  Majcfiy'^  de- 
cease. 
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Chrift»  but  openly  prc^efs  thcdr  attachment  to  a 
foreign  intereft»  deftrudiye  to  every  thing  that 
can  be  dear  to  a  Proteftant  Nation  ?  If  it  fhould 
be  judged  inconvenient  to  deprive  even  Papifts 
of  that  liberty, ,  which  their  Catholic  church  re- 
iufes  to  thofe  of  every  other  denomination,  yet 
certainly  it  cannot  be  deemed  perfecution  to  re- 
ibain,  in  fbme  degree,  their  Priefts  and  Fryars 
from  reducing  fuch  as  are  not  yet  perverted,  and 
letting  the  laws  at  defiance,  by  withdrawing 
the  people  from  their  allegiance  both  to  God 
and  the  King,  and  publicly  teaching  them,  as 
an  article  of  faith,  to  bear  an  implacable  hatred 
to  a  Conflitution,  the  befl  adapted  of  any  oa 
earth  to  render  4X8  truly  happy. 

Among  all  the  Romifh  Locufts,  wherewith 
this  Capital  is  fo  much  infefled,  the  Jefuits  are 
allowed  to  be  the  moft  fubtil  and  enterprizingt 
and  confequently  the  deadlieft  enemies  to  the 
government :  thefe  men,  above  all  other  or- 
ilers,  are  rebels  and  traitors  from  principle,,  and 
have  incurred  fo  univerfal  an  odium  on  this  ac- 
count, that  it  may  feem  unneceiTary  to  defcend 
to  particular  inftances.  However,  as  their  vaft 
prcgedts  in  South  America,  and  late  Con  fpiracies 
^gainft  his  moft  Faithful  Majefty,  have  made 
£o  much  noife,  and  may  probably  end  in  their 
total  extermination,  like  that  of  the  Knights 
Templars,  perhaps  the  account  here  given  of 
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the  v^icked  artifices  they  ufed  faodi  to  cflafadi/h 
their  empire  and  to  get  rid  of  their  So\weigQ» 
with  the  author's  refledions  on  their  banifh^ 
xnent  from  Portugal,  the  treatment  of  the  un* 
fortunate  Noblemen  who  confulted  them,  and 
the  infamous  condud  of  the  court  of  Rome> 
may  not  prove  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

Every  one  knows,  diat  our  penal  laws  againft 
Popiih  Priefts,  were  chiefly  intended  againft 
this  pernicious  Fraternity.  Our  Engliih  Jefuits 
can  vaunt  as  many  treafons  as  the  nK)ft  turbu- 
lent of  their  brethren,  and,  in  fome  refpeds, 
have  greatly  furpaflcd  thofe  of  all  others  na- 
tions. .  The  fingle  inftance  of  the  Powder-plot, 
which  cannot  be  paralleled  in  hiftory,  was  of 
their  machination,  and  will  remain  an  eternal 
monument^  to  convince  Pofterity,  what  fudi 
men  are  capable  of.  But  neither  the  wicked 
polidcs  of  Jefuits,  neither  the  pious  frauds,  the 
boundlefs  ambition,  the  infatiable  avarice,  nor 
revengeful  difpofition,  for  which  the  whole  So- 
ciety has  been  fo  notoriouflydigmadzed,  from 
its  firft  inftitudon,  are  fo  much  to  be  dreaded 
as  their  impious  and  deteflable  maxims,  with 
regard  to  private  life  and  manners,  wherewith 
they  have  fo  enormoufly  corrupted  Chriftian 
Morality,  that  the  very  Pagans  would  blu(h  at 
the  mention. 

It 
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•i  &lia$  been  often  bitterly  complained'  of,  bf 
thde  of  tiieir  own  communion,  that,  wherever 
Jefuits  have  any  influence,  the  peoples'  mohtte 
are  exceflively  relaxed ;  which  may  be  eafily 
accounted  for,  as  the  maxims  they  teach  are  ib 
well  calculated  to  give  unbridled  fcope  to  every 
irregular  pafiion  :  and  if  it  be  true,  (would  to 
Heaven  it  were  groundlefs !)  that  Licentioufhe& 
and  Infidelity  have  made  larger  ilrides  among 
us  of  late,  we  may  thank  the  fons  of  Ignatius  de 
Loyola  for  it,  who  now  take  more  than  ordinary 
psdns  to  propagate  among  us  their  new  iyflem 
of  Ethics  and  Divinity,  which  has  {o  diredt  a 
tendency  to  render  mankind  Libertines  and 
Atheifts. 

To  convince  the  world,  that  our  Englifh  Je- 
fuits no  lefs  exceed  thofe  of  other  countries,  in 
promoting  the  moft  abominable  practices  in  pri-- 
vate  life,  than  they  have  done  in  their  public 
treaibns,  the  author  has  chiefly  dwelt  on  a  re^ 
cent  faiSt,  which,  tho'  it  concerns  an  obfcure 
pearibn,  who  may  feem  of  little  or  no  confe* 
quence,  is  too  interefling  not  to  deferve  the  at« 
tendon  of  every  friend  to  virtue.  The  cafe,  in 
few  words,  relates  to  one  of  their  profelytes, 
who,  having  been  fo  far  impofed  upon  by  the 
ibphidical  arguments  and  delufory  promifes  of 
the  craftieft  hypocrites  that  ever  cxifted,  as  to 
b^  induced  to  turn  Papift,  and  renouncing,  foon 
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after,  both  them  and  their  religbn,  on 
vering  the.  grofs  corruptions  of  the  one,  and  hor* 
rid  abomiiiations  of  the  other,  has  been  e?^ 
iince  perfecuted  by  them,  with  all  the  rage  and 
.malice  of  Jefuits,  inibmuch  that  attempts  have 
been  made  on  his  liberty  and  life,  and  now  at 
length,  on  what  is  dearer  than  both,  his  rppiH 
tation. 

This  afiair  indeed  is  of  fuch  a  nature  as  muft 
fill  every  generous  breaft  with  indignation  and 
horror;  nor  could  any  thing  excufe  the  author's 
dwelling  fo  minutely  on  fo  foul  and  odious  a 
fubjed,  but  the  neceffity  he  was  under  of  men- 
tioning certain  particulars,  which  mode0y  would 
othcrwife  have  concealed,  not  only  in  order  ta 
expofe  the  fccret  villainies  of  our  zealous  Mif- 
-fionaries,  who  abufed  the  venerable  name  of  Re- 
ligion to  fuch  execrable  purpofes,  but  to  vindi- 
cate injured  innocence  from  die  fhamelefs  charge 
of  a  Junto  of  men,  who,  by  their  cafuiftical 
diftincUon  and  mental  refervations,  can  juftify 
to  their  own  confcienccs  the  blacked  calumnies, 
and  even  peijury  itfclf.  Many  books  have  been 
lately  publifhed  here  in  favor  of  Popery,  and 
fome  even  in  favor  of  Jefuitifm :  the  laying  open 
this  myftery  of  iniquity  will  (hew,  in  the  moft 
glaring  colors,  how  much  they  promote  a 
general  corruption  of  manners. 

As 
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-^lEsMr.  Bower  Is  frequendy  taken  notice  lof. 
(the  oeorfeof  thefe  lettos,  it  may  not  be  iM-^ 
t^iier  juft  tointiaMtej  that,  as  iboie  perhaps 
fekt]dm  a 'better  man,  fb  others,  it  is  certain/ 
t^iia&ta  &f  as  can  be  judged  Irom  ^e  vouch-* 
i  itUiertO  produced  on  both  fides)  hare  re-* 
iieftnted  him  mtidi  worfe,  than  he  really  is. 
:  will  be  eafily  perceived,  th:^  it  was  not  the 
^Kxr's  defign  to  apologize  for  the  fiiftoiian's 
>bdud>  whidi  neither  himfelf  nor  iiicnds  pr&> 
1^  to  have  been  wholly  unezc^tiooaUe,  but 
i^'to  oomnDce,diepr^o$d»d;-dwtAoiheaTO> 
K%har^43^rdd^  agflinfl  him,  both  as  a'thiui 
Fprobity  and  a  writer,  were  originally  formed, 
Hjd  induftrioufly  promoted,  by  thoie  bf  the 
Uircfa  and  Order,  both  which,  notwithftand^ 
ll^iQme  impnident  1^»,  he  appears  to  have 
Itcerely  renounced ;  and  that  his  gtamdam  bee- 
bren  luve  taken  no  lefs  pains  to  remove  our 
irqttdices,  with  regard  to  the  Inquifition,  Po- 
Itiy,  and  Jefuitiliii,  than  he  has  done  Co  raife 
a  ns  an  irreconcileable  averfion  to  them ;  which, 
imuft  be  ovtmed,  has  a  very  unaccountable 
fpearance  in  one  who  has  been  fo  publicly  ac- 
m&d  of  being  a  Papift  and  Jefuit  in  dilguile. 
liftuiy  judicious  perfbns  are  of  opinion,  that,  had 
le  never  employed  his  pen  on  thefe  iubjei^,  we 
llotild  cot  have  heard  a  fingle  word  either  of 
^  imm(vaUties  or  prevarications. 

Having 
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Having  premifed  thus  much  of  the  fubftahce 
of  the  following  Letters,  and  the  inotivca  foif^ 
their  publication,  it  may  fcem  impertinent  to 
add,  that  the  author  was  too  diffident  of  his 
own  judgment  to  have  ventured  fending  them 
to  the  prefs,  had  he  not  been  encouraged  to  do 
it,  by  fome  Gentlemen  of  diftinguifhcd  rank^ 
who  were  not  only  pleafed  with  the  honefty  of 
the  defign,  but  exprefled  their  approbation  of 
the  performance  :  for,  in  fhort,  whatever  is 
ofibred  to  the  Public,  however  Well  inteAdedi 
or  be  it  well  or  ill  performed,  muft  fpeak  for 
itfelf ;  and  every  one  has  a  nght  to  cenfure  ot; 
applaud,  tigreeable  to  his  own  fentiments.  I£ 
the  prefent  work  has  any  merit,  connoifTeurs 
will  eafily  difcover  it ;  and  if  it  has  none,  neither 
a  long  preface,  nor  the  opinion  of  others,  will 
ever  perfuadc  them  to  the  contrary. 
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CoticerDii^  the 

Portuguefe  Inquisition,  ^r'r. 


LETTER        I. 

E  N  compliance  with  my  promife,  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  giving 
I  you  my  Tcntiments  on  the  fut^ea 
I  of  our  laft  converfation,  wherein 
the  difcourfe  chiefly  turned  on  the 
Jate  controverfy  between  Mr.  Bower  and  his 
nntagonifts.  On  that  occafion,  you  ieemed  far 
from  fariefied  with  what  the  former  had  hitherto 
offered  in  his  own  vindication  j  yet  I  remem- 
ber,  you  expreiTcd  no  fmall  aAoniihment,  that 
any  of  the  latter,  efpecially  'Prote/lants,  Hiould 
not  only  call  in  qucftion  the  authenticity  of  the 
account  he  has  pubtiHied  of  the  inhuman  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Italian  Inquifition,  but  even 
B  dar 
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dare  to  apologize,  in  fuch  a  country  as  Eng:- 
land,  for  tlic  bloodied  part  of  that  Tribunalr  i  I 
.-  mean  the  Holy  Office  eftublrflied  in  Portugal. 

At  the  fame  time,  we  began  to  enter  on  a 
more  intercfting  topic  ;  it  was  concerning  the 
rapid  progrefs  which  Pcptry  has  lately  made 
among  us.  TWs,  you  entirely  agreed  with 
me,  was  too  notorious  a  fadt  to  admit  of  the 
leail  dilpute  ;  but,  as  to  the  genuine  caufes,  we 
were  fomewhat  divided  in  our  opinions.  How- 
ever, I  mutl  own,  I  was  not  a  little  ftruck 
with  the  force  of  one  remark  you  made  on  this 
head,  to  wit,  that  the  Church  of  Rome  has 
gained  more  Profeiyies  here,  in  proportion  as 
her  falle  dodrincs  and  fuperftitious  praftices 
have  been  more  fully  expofed  by  our  Divines  : 
infomucli  that^  in  this  age  of  tight  arid  know- 
ledge, people  feem  determined  to  embrace 
error  for  Trutli,  in  fpite  of  their  own  convic- 
tion. 

With  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Inqur- 
fition,  wherefoever  ellablifbed,  efpecially  in 
Portugal,  I  fhall  give  you  the  belt  informations 
I  could  procure  from  the  moil  authentic  Me- 
moirs. And,  as  to  Popery,  tho'  little  more 
can  be  faid  of  it,  than  what  the  world  is  alrea- 
dy acquainted  with ;  yet,  liiice  the  fame  thing, 
placed  in  a  new  light,  and  told  in  the  ^miliar 
llyle  of  a  -letter,  may  engage  the  attention  of 
Ibme  readers,  beyond  a  proHx  and  elaborate 
difcourfe,  I  fhalj,  in  the  I'cquel  of  our  corref- 
pondence,  Suik  conlider  its  nature  and  tenden- 
cv,  and  th(;D  proceed  to  the  caufea  of  its  pre- 
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ittit  enormous  growth^  which  are  not  (o  gene- 
rally known.  This  being  a  point  which  mora 
immediately  concerns  us,  it  were  fuffident, 
one  would  think)  to  induce  the  moll  indolent 
t3  refied  on  the  coilfequences  j  and,  however 
fuch  alarms  maybe  contemptuoufly  flighted  by 
icime  peribns,  it  muft  be  allowed  by  thofe^ 
who.have  any  regard  for  their  ciril  br  religious 
liberties,  that  there  never  was  a  time,  whereirt 
it  behoved  us  to  be  fo  much  on  our  guard 
againft  the  reliefs  attacks  of  the  cmiiTaries  of 
Rome,  whofe  prodigious  fwarms,  numberle& 
artifices^  and  unbridled  jnfblencej  furpal^  all 
imaginatian.  The  ful^eft,  in  itfelf,  however 
treated,  is  undoubtedly  of  the  lafl  importance  j 
and  ]  floater  myfelf,  that  the  obiervadons, 
which  the  experience  of  many  years,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  has  furniJlbed  me  with,  will 
not  prove  wholly  ufelcfs  at  this  juncture. 

In  the  interim,  to  return  to  Mr.  Bower,  who 
has  been  to  violently  attacked  from  every  quar- 
teri  the  Public,  I  prefumej  need  not  to  be 
informed,  that  whatever  comes  from  his  Popilh 
adverfaties,  efpecially  Jefuits  and  thofe  under 
their  dire£Uon,  is  always  to  be  i\xi^Qx& ;  Unce 
it  is  their  avowed  principle  and  well-known 
praiftiee  to  raife  the  black«lt  calumnies  on  the 
moil  innocent  perlbn  living,  who  has  incurred 
their  difpleafurc.  Would  any  one,  who  had  the 
ufe  of  his  reafon,  give  credit  to  the  report  of 
another,  who  has  not  only  been  convided  of 
lying,  and  llandering,  on  a  thoufand  occaiionsi 
but  makes  no  Icruple  of  telling  the  world,  that 
B  a  ho 
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he  is  a  Lyar  and  Slandecer.  from  principle  ^  t6c 
which  the  Jefuits  are  infamous  to  a  proverb  ? 

How  could  it  be  expected,  that  any  terms 
Should  be  kept  with  a  man,  who  has  not  ooijr 
renounced  their  Catholic  Church  in  fo  public  a 
manner,  but  even  expofed  its  errors  and  cor- 
ruptions ;  and,  which  is  ftHl  more  provokii^, 
has  painted  a  Society,  whereof  he  was  once. a 
Member,  with  whofe  fecrets  he  had  been  en- 
trufted,  and  which  is  acknowledged  to  confiil 
of  the  moft  vindictive  body  of  men  on  tl^  face 
of  the  earth,  in  fuch  horrid  colours  ? 

Tho'  it  would  be  an  aifront  to  common 
fenfe  to  fet  about  invalidating  the  teftimony  of 
fuch  kind  of  adverfiries ;  yet  I  think  it  iQCum^- 
bent  on  me  to  take  a  more  particular  notice  of 
thofe  Prcteftanfs^  fuch  at  leaft  as  are  really  io^ 
who  have  declared  open  war  againft  the  f£ilo- 
nan  s  as  it  can  icarce  be  fuppofed,  that  thefe^ 
who  zdi  on  more  jufUfiable  principles,  (hould 
have  taken  (b  much  pains  to  blacken  his  cha- 
ra<Ser,  were  it  not  from  the.  cleareft  convi^on 
of  his  guilt.  For  my  part,  i  (hall  Hbt:  pretend^ 
as  many  have  done,  to  enter  into  the  motives^ 
which  induced  him  to  change  his  religion^ 
fince  thefe,  t  apprehend^  can  be  known  to 
hone  but  God  and  himfelf  $  tho',  as  to  outward 
appearances,  both  charity  and  juftice  fhoiild  in« 
Cline  us  to  judge  on  the  mdfl:  favourable  iide» 
not  only  from  his  own  folemn  profeffions,  and 
the  vifible  proofs  he  has  given  of  his  fincttity, 
by  ftriking  at  the  very  root  of  Popery,  Jbut  the 
intimate^  connexion  he  has  had>  for  fo  many 
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years,  with  perfohs  of  the  higheft  rank  and 
probity,  who  have  hitherto  difcovered  nothing 
in  him,  which  might  bring  the  reality  of  his 
converfion  in  queftbn.  *Tis  not  my  defign  to 
attempt  juftifying  his  whole  condu(5t,  which  per- 
haps will  not  bear  the  ftridteft  fcrutiny :  he  owns 
himfeif  to  have  taken  fome  imprudent  fteps, 
^hich  his  enemies  have  given  him  fufficient 
caufe  to  repent  of:  yet  this  I  may  venture  to 
affirm,  thatj  in  whatever  light  the  charge 
brought  againft  him  may  appear  in  fome  rc- 
fpefts,  'tis  extremely  dubious  in  others,  and, 
in  certain  inftanccs,  which  have  been  produced 
as  inconteftable  fa£ts,  proved  to  be  totally  void 
of  foundation.  In  (hort,  it  has  happened  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  as  in  moft  perfonal  difputes. 
His  opponents,  by  endeavouring  to  prove  too 
much,  have  fo  far  weakened  the  credibility  of 
thofe  ftories,  which  might  otherwife  have 
pafled  current,  that  many,  who  at  firft  were 
prejudiced  againft  him,  now  look  on  the  whole 
diarge  as  the  pure  offspring  of  malice. 

As  to  Mri  Bower's  principal  antagonift,  whom 
you  fo  earheftly  enquire  about,  all  the  informa- 
tion I  can  give  you  of  him,  is,  that  he  has  de- 
fcrvedly  acquired  the  efteem  of  the  learned 
World,  by  detedling  certain  impoftures,  wherein 
neither  the  Church  nor  Religion  had  any  con- 
cern; but  whether  he  has  been  fo  happ}Mn 
deteding  thofe,  imputed  to  the  Hiftorian, 
wherein  both  were  fuppofed  to  be  fo  deeply  in- 
tercfted,  is  much  to  be  doubted ;  for,  tho'  I 
will  not  deny,  but  this  Gentleman  may  have 
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taken  fiich  indefatigable  pains  in  the  latter  c^Ai, 
from  a  pure  regard  to  Truth,  yet  the  feme  re-i 
gard  forces  me  to  add,  that,  in  fome  very  ma- 
terial points,  he  has  been  evidently  mimken  j 
and  in  others,  which  adfnit  no  politive  proof 
on  either  fide,  it  feems  mOTally  impoflibte, 
that  any  man,  in  his  right  Tenfes,  fhould  have 
zGted  fo  prepofteroufly  as  Mr.  Bower  is  affirmed 
to  have  done,  not  only  without  any  vifible  mo- 
tive, but  with  the  ftrongeft  motives  to  the  con- 
trary :  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  if  he  is  an 
Hypocrite,  he  muft  be  one  of  the  moft  unac- 
countable Hypocrites  that  ever  exifled.  In  layT 
ing  thus  much,  I  cannot  be  fafpcAed  of  the 
leaft  bias  or  prepofleffion,  as  I  am  an  utter  item- 
ger  to  both  parties. 

Tho'.  I  have  dwelt  long  enough  on  this  per- 
plexed controverfy,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
note  by  the  way,  that,  among  the  various  anr 
tagonifts  of  Mr.  Bower,  who  pafs  for  good 
Froteftants,  there  are  nominal  as  well  as  real 
ones :  with  regard  to  the  latter,  I  fliall  fey  no 
more  than  what  many  judicious  perfons  have 
{aid  before  me,  to  wit,  that  they  might  have 
employed  their  time  much  better  than  in  plead- 
ing the  caufe  of  Popifli  priefts  and  Jcfuits, 
which,  tho'  perhaps  thro'  inadvertency,  they 
moil  eifedhially  promoted,  by  authorizing  the 
improbable  fi^ons  of  men,  who  look  on  ca-r 
lumny,  forgery,  and  perjury  itfelf,  as  merito- 
rious, when  the  interdl  of  their  Church  or  Or- 
der is  to  be  ferved :  but  as  to  the  former,  ^o 
had  other  objed^  in  view,  bcfides  expofing  the 
Hiftorian 
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Hiflorian  of  the  Popei,  the  ta^  I  have  under- 
taken,  requires,  that  I  ^ould  be  focnewhat  more 
circumft4.pcial.:  Uf  this  ibrt  of  gentry  there  are 
numbers  among  us,  u^o,  to  beguile  the  unwary 
and  crcdiilous,  put  on  the  mafk  of  Protcftant- 
ifm;  but,  notwithftanding  all  theiidirgnifes, 
a  very  moderate  penetration  will  be  lufhcient  to 
dUbover  what  they  really  are,  as  well  as  their 
defigns.  In.  few  words,  they  are  not  only 
Papifts,  but.fuch  Papifls  as  are  always  to  be 
dreaded,  that  is,  the  moft  virulent  Priefts  and 
Jefuits,  who  have  fworn  eternal  war  againft 
our  Church, and  State,  and  (troll  about,  like  a 
fwarm  of  Locufts,,a  title  well  fuited  to  fuch 
kind  of  Miffionaries,  for  no  other  purpofe  but 
to  promote  the  ruin  and  deAruiflion  of  both. 

Among  thefe  wolves  in  iheep's  cloathing,  I 
iliall  fingle  out,  for  the  fubjeft  of  my  prcfent 
letter,  the  anonymous  author  of  a  late  pam- 
phlet, entitled,  kecond  part  of  the  Satyrical  Re- 
view of  the  manifold  fairies  and  abfwdiiies  hi- 
therto fuhUjled,  concerning  the  Earthquake  at 
Lijbon,  with  a  gemane  account  of  the  Inquifuion^  ■ 
of  the  Auto  de  fe,  and  the  execution  of  the  Jews, 
in  Portugal. 

This,  without  difpute,  is  one  of  the  molt 
extraordinary  pieces  in  its  kind,  both  for  ftyle 
and  matter,  that  ever  appeared  in  our  language. 
The  Author  is  pleafed  to  call  himfelf,  in  the 
title-page,  a  Man  of  Bujinefs  j  which,  in  the 
Portuguefe,  a  language  he  feems  no  Granger 
to,  implies  the  £ime  tlung  as  Homem  de  Negocio, 
i.  e.  a  Mercliant.  Now  as  this  term  is  fome- 
B  4  what 
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what  equivocal,  and  there  does  not  appear^ 
through  the  whole  performance,  the  leaft  trace 
of  the  mercantile  ftyle,  but  rather  a  ftrosg  re* 
femblance  of  that  which  is  £>  frequently  tffed 
in  certain  places  at  Liibon,  well  known  by  the 
names  of  Seminario  bigleZy  and  Corpt^  S^Ms^^ 
you  will  naturally  enquire,  what  may  be  diis 
man's  real  bufinefs.  I  need  not  acquaint  you, 
that  there  is  no  inconfiderable  traffic  carried  on 
in  fpiritual  as  well  as  temporal  commodities^ 
and  that  one^  well  (killed  in  the  negotiation  of 
the  former,  generally  finds  it  more  lucrative 
than  the  latter.  From  this  hint,  I  prefume, 
you  begin  to  guefs  what  fort  of  Trade  this  man 
follows.  To  explain  myfelf  in  one  word,  Ihs 
occupation  is  that  of  a  Popifh  prieft  fent  hither 
to  convert  his  heretic  countrymen.  As  to  die 
reft,  he  is  the  chief  direftor  of  a  chapel  belong-* 
ing  to  a  certain  foreign  minifter,  whom,  if 
fj^me  is  to  be  credited,  he  ferves  in  a  double 
capacity,  that  is  to  fey,  both  of  a  chaplain  and 
ft  fpy ;  and  is,  moreover,  no  lefs  diftinguifhed 
among  his  own  party,  for  his  grofs  immorali«? 
ties,  than  his  zeal  in  promoting  the  Catholic 
faith.  It  is  impoflible,  in  fine,  for  any  tongub 
or  pen  but  his  own,  to  deicribe  the  foulneis 
and  virulence  of  either  5  nor  can  there  be  ^ 
fttonger  proof  of  his  great  proficiency  in  this 

*  The  former  is  a  Semjoary  of  En^iOx  Priefts ;  the  lftt<s 
ter  of  IrUh  Domioicans,  fome  of  vhom  are  Ccmfoltorsi  9r 
Qualificators  of  the  Holy  Office.  Both  are  regularly  fup- 
plied  withFupils  from  the  refpeftive  kingdoms,  "wto,  wfaeA 
6it^  for  the  MUEon,  are  (eat  btrn^ 
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land  of  rhetoric,  than  the  pamphlet  now  be- 
ibre  us. 

This  fityrical  gentleman,  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  Bl-~the,  whofe  general  charac^ 
ter  I  have  here  given,  would  fain  pafs  for  a 
Proteftant,  but  puts  on  the  maflc  fo  aukwardly, 
that  his  catholic  zeal  always  appears  uppermoft. 
Tis  hard  indeed  to  determine  which  of  the  two 
is  moil  confpicnous,  the  folly  or  effrontery  of 
the  man,  in  fetting  himfelf  up  as  an  advocato 
for  the  Portugncfe  inquifition,  in  fuch  a  coun- 
try as  England.  He  infifts  that  there  cannot 
be  an  higher  infult  on  his  moft  Faithful  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Pottuguefe  Nation,  than  tlut  obr 
Soibters  (hould  be' permitted  to  take  fuch  li- 
berties with  the  proceedings  of  that  awful 
Tribunal.  His  indignation  at  this  licentioufnefs 
of  the  Britilh  Prefs  ftruggles  within  his  breafl; 
and  diD*,  for  certain  reaibns.he  dares  not  give  it 
full  Tent}  yet  his  real  fentiments  may  be  eafily 
gathered  from  the  following  expreffions : 

"  All  that  I  inlift  upon,  fays  he^  is,  that  in 
Portugal  the  Inquifition  is  not  what  it  is  vul- 
garly rcprcfentcd,  with  regard  either  to  the 
Jews  of  that  country,  or  to  any  other  pcrfons, 
who  arc  foreigners  to  that  nation.  In  all  other 
refpefls,  how  far  it  be  blameable  or  juilifiabic, 
I  neither  know  nor  care  ;  and  it  is  totally  fo- 
reign to  my  prefent  fubiefl^,  to  give  myfelf  the 
trtnible  of  enquiring.  Wherefore  I  leave  that 
Tribunal  to  defend  itfelf  as  it  tan ;  only  obfcrv- 
Jdg,  that  it  mu{l  be  confiderably  blacker,  than 
it  is  pofiible,  without  abfurdity,  to  believe,  if 

it 
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it  have  nothing  more  iblid  to  offer  in  its  own  . 
vindication,  than  what  our  latter  fcriblers  have. 
objedlcd  againft  it ;  whofe  whole  ftock  of  op- 
poiition  to  it,  bnng  made  up  of  fiich  palpabt<; 
faltities  and  abfurditics,  as  pafs  the  bounds  of ' 
all  human  credibility  (as  if  there  were  no  more 
fubftantial  arguments  againft  it),  feems  calculat- 
ed rather  to  recommend  than  decry  it." 

This  paragraph,  tho'  fomewhat  dark  and 
perplexed,  was,  no  doubt,  intended  as  an  apo- 
logy for  the  Inquifition,  and  to  expofc  the  ma- 
levolence or  credulity  of  thofe  who  have.paint- 
cd  it  in  fuch  odious  colors.  I  agree  vnvx  the 
Satyrift,  that  it  was  foreign  to  his  defign,  to 
enquire  how  far  this  Tribunal  is  juftifiable  or 
blameablc ;  but  as  it  is  not  foreign  to  mine,  let 
us  fee  what  has  been,  or  indeed  can  be  offered 
in  its  fevour.  The  ftrongeft  argument,  which 
has  ever  been  urged  by  the  moft  ftrcnuous  par- 
tilans  of  the  Holy  Office,  is,  that  fuch  a  Court 
is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  extirpation  of  Ju- 
daifm  and  Heretical  Pravity,  and  to  preferve 
the  Catholic  Faith  in  its  purity.  Now  what  arc 
the  metliods  made  ufe  of  for  thcfe  falutary  pur- 
pofes  ?  It  is  univerfally  acknowledged  by  all 
writers,  both  ancient  and  modern,  who  have 
fpoken  impartially  on  the  fubjeft,  that  (lothing 
can  be  morcoppofite  to  the  fpiritof  theGolpel, 

Even  with  regard  to  the  Jews,  orNewChriiV 
tians,  (as  they  are  called)  who  feem  to  be  thi; 
principal  objeiS  of  this  formidable  Tribunal, 
the  celebrated  Padre  Aiitonio  Vieira,  whofe 
Testimony  is  beyond  all  exception,  as  he  wa$ 
a  For- 
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f.  Portugueff,  a  PrieA,  diftinguiihed  for  his 
virtue  and  learning,  and  had  been  ponfioed  for 
feveral  years  in  the  prifons  of  the  Inquilidon, 
where  he  was  an  eye  and  ear-wltneis  of  what 
palled  within  thofe  horrid  walls ;  this  Padre,  I 
(iy,  has  proved  to  a  demonflration,  that  the 
diHinffion  of  New  and  Old  Chriftians  (no 
where  heard  of,  but  in  Spain  and  Portugal) 
had  been  firft  invented,  and  ever  fince  artfully 
kept  up,  by  a  fet  of  wicked  and  deligning  men, 
purely  to  fervc  the  ends  of  avarice,  bigotiy, 
^d  malice,  to  the  dilgrac?  and  ruin  of  the  na- 
tion. He  complains,  in  the  moft  pathetic 
terms,  that  the  oath  of  an  old  Chriftian,  tho' 
pver  fo  infamous,  was  always  admitted  againft 
^  new  one,  to  whofe  depolition  no  regard  was 
paid,  tho'  be  lived  the  life  of  an  Angel ;  diat 
this  notonous  partiality,  the  dread  of  falfe  ac- 
cufations,  and  the  ^tal  confequences  thence 
refulting,  had  depopulate  thp  kingdom,  by 
driving  thou^ds  of  the  moft  ufeftil  hands  into 
foreign  parts,  where  too  many,  overwhelmed 
with  poverty,  and  fedng  no  end  of  their  mife- 
fies,  were  at  length  tempted  to  embrace  Juda- 
ifm  }  which  mi^t  have  been  prevented,  had 
they  been  treated  with  the  i^e  leni^  as  the 
reft  of  their  fellow-fubjcfts. 

He  farther  adds,  that  a  vaft  number  of  thefe 
unfortunate  people  were  Aript  oif  ail  their  fub- 
fbnce,  on  the  moft  frivolous  pretences,  and 
fuch  evidence,  as  would  have  been  r^eftcd  in 
any  fecular  Court  of  Juftice  i  that  many  hun- 
dred innocents  had  been  tortured  to  death,  or 
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adlually  brought  to  thp  ftake,  for  this  pretend- 
ed crime,  who  had  always  lived  as  good  Ca- 
tholics, and  devoutly  profcfTed  their  faith  hi 
Chrift  to  the  laft  moment ;  that  the  whole  prd^ 
cecdings  of  the  Holy  Office,  in  the  trial  and 
examination  of  priibners,  was  iniquitous  to  the 
higheft  degree,  nothing  but  a  complication  of 
the  mofl  wicked  artifices,  to  induce  therri  tt> 
plead  guilty ;  and,  when  thefe  methods  failed^ 
that  falfe  confeffions  were  frequently  extorted 
by  menaces  and  racks ;  in  fine,  that  the  ifi^ 
juftices  and  cruelties  here  praAifed,  were  fo 
flagrant  and  enoFnious,  as  to  cry  aloud  to  Mea* 
vcn  for  vengeance. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  objedHons,  which  the 
unbiaffed  writers  of  every  denomination  have 
made,  to  (hew  how  much  they  deteft  the  Tri- 
bunal, which  our  Man  of  Bufinefs  apolog^zis 
for.  Whether  the  inftaiices  here  produced, 
(which,  it  mufl:  be  owned,  woald  exceed  the 
bounds  of  all  human  credibility,  were  they  not 
fo  well  attefted)  ferve  to  reCoriimend  or  decty 
it,  the  Public  is  left  to  judge. 

I  fhall  take  fome  other  opportunity  to  give 
you  a  more  minute  account  of  the  barbarous 
proceedings  of  this  Tribunal :  in  the  mean 
-while,  let  us  fee  what  is  farther  offered  in  its 
vindication.  ^^  Fjor  the  reft,  fays  buf  advo- 
cate, as  the  Inquifitibn  in  Portugal  is  a  Tribu- 
nal eftablifhed  by  royal  authority,  and  reveren- 
ced by  a  whole  nation  in  clofe  alliahce  with  'tis  ; 
and  as  it  claims  no  authority  over  Englifhmeh, 
citlier  here,  or  in  the  Portuguefe  dominiorrsi  I 

think 
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thinl;  it  a  clear  os^^  that  it  ip  no  wife  belongs 
KQ  us,  to  caU  tbsRi  to  an  account  for  admitting 
a  Tribunal^,  wlp^h  regards  none  but  theov- 
iejives,  and  myich  le^.  can  k  become  us  to  abuib 
Jjiea^  grofsJLy  |br  h  dioing."  ^ —  The  fame  fubr 
jc&  is  aft^rward^  thus  refumed,  '^  Whatev^ 
pre^^t  a.qii^cre^pl  fet  of  PortugUefe-Jews  may 
tf^%  ufe  of,  ^  to  infuk  their  own  monarchj  cor 
^(h4  und  faithful  ^fyy  for  tolerating  the  Inqqifir 
^on  a^^i^  thetn,  I  am  perfe&ly  clear:  ia  xli, 
jtliat  \ire  can.  alledge  no  decent  or  juft  onCy  |br 
infulting  him  ourfelves,  or  fufFering  him  ft)  |e)$ 
iniulted,;  by  ntea;i$  dF  a  BritiOi  PrefL  The  In- 
^iwfitiqp^flf  .P<)?t^jgal  claims  no  right  over  ^ngt 
Jj/l^iQIsd  :  $vc9.  Britifli  Roman  Catholics  at  Lii^ 
boOo  wl¥>  hgve  not  taken  the  benefit;  of  natur 
r^lizatippj  ar?  equally  e}(empt  firom  its.  jutif^ 

I  r^mpQi.ber  ,to  have  hear4  an  old  Fryar  %t 
j&vprftx  d^kiming,  with  the  utmoft  vehe^ 
mc6Ce,  qn  th^  lingular  bieffings  of  the  Holy 
Offi^qe^  and.  infifi^qg  that^  were  it  not  fQr  Uie 
2^1  and  yigij.[|i)c$  of  its  minifters^  the  Qergy 
Plight  ^ut  up  all  their  churches.  This  half* 
wiu^d  Fryaf ,  I  am  pcrfuaded,  meant  no  more 
by  thi$  expriefl^n,  than  paying  the  highefl 
cpmpltfnenl;  be  was  able  to  the  Inquifition  ; 
cho'  it  certainly  implied  no  lefs  than  calling  his 
(lountrymen  (which  fome  foreigners  have  been 
plea^d  to  do)  a  nation  cfynvs.  And  yet,  af- 
ter all,  I  am  fully  convinced,  there  are  many 
tlioufands  of  good  Catholics  in  Portugal,  in  the 
feofe  this  term  is  underflood  by  Papifts  every 

where ; 
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where;  and  that,  confidering  their  ftrong  af^ 
tachment  to  the  errors  they  have  imbibed  frorik 
their  infancyi  their  natural  propenfity  to  idola- 
try and  fuperftidtionj  their  exceffive  fondnefs 
of  religious  parade,  and  their  invincible  igno- 
fance ;  there  is  little  profpe£t  of  a  reformation 
among  them,  even  tho'  this  Tribunal  were  abo- 
lifhed*  The  duke  of  Braganza,  after  his  accef* 
£on  to  die  crdWn,  caufed  the  Holy  Office  to  be 
ihut  up  for  a  confiderable  time ;  and  yet  the 
people,  we  find,  remained  as  (launch  Papifts  as 

ever. 

The  Portuguefis,  in  fhott,  have  been  too 
long  inured  to  their  beloved  images,  their  gaudy 
proceifionS)  and  idle  infignificant  devotions,  to 
be  eafily  induced  to  change  them  for  the  evan-^ 
gelicsd  fimplicity,  which  afFdrds  nothing  to 
flatter  the  fenfes^  or  to  charm  the  imagination^ 
What  they  call  divine  fervice,  confifts,  as  every 
one  knows,  of  littie  elfe  but  outward  fliew  and 
ceremony.  Even  in  the  facrifice  of  the  Mafsi 
the  lighted  taper,  the  glaring  filk  vedment^ 
and  other  pompous  appendages,  are  held  as  eA 
fential  by  Papifts  in  general,  as  the  words  of 
confecration ;  and  indeed  when  thefe  are  want<& 
ing,  no  Mafs  is  to  be  had.  The  application  of 
the  benefits  refulting  from  this  facrament,  de-^ 
pends  fo  much  on  mere  (hew,  that  'tis  fufficient 
to  fee  the  illuminated  altar  and  tawdry  pried 
at  a  didance,  without  underflanding,  or  ever) 
hearing  a  fingle  word.  But  in  Portugal,  above 
all  other  countries,  Popery  may  be  truly  ftiled 
^  mechanical  religion,  which  fo  entirely  de^ 

pen\.is 
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pcnds  on  the  gilder,  painter,  ftatuary,  wax- 
chandler,  taylor,  &c.  that,  if  you  take  away 
'thcfc,  the  whole  fabric  falls  to  the  gtx>und,  or 
at  lead  nothing  is  left  to  raife  the  people's  de- 
votion, or  to  engage  their  attention. 

However,  as  our  Apologift  would  perfuade 
us,  that  the  Tribunal  we  are  fpeaking  of  is  an 
efiential  part  of  the  Portuguefe  conftitution  5 
and  certain  it  is,  that  the  people  have  been 
taught  to  mention  it,  in  terms  of  the  higheft 
veneration,  as  the  great  bulwark  of  their 
faith  :  perhapis  you  may  think,  that  they  really 
look  on  it  as  a  mod  facred  Inftitution.  To 
undeceive  yoii  in  this  point,,  I  fhall  give  you  a 
very  xurioiis  piece  of  niftory  relating  to  its  cf- 
tabti(hment  in  that  kingdom. 

You  muft  know  then,  that  this  holy  Tribu- 
nal owes  its  exiftence  there  to  one  of  the  moft; 
impudent  impoftors  that  ever  appeared  in  th'6 
world :  he  was  by  birth  a  Spaniard,  and  his 
name  Saavedra.  This  man,  having  amafTed 
cox^derable  wealth,  by  forging  apoftolical 
briefs,  made  ufe  of  it  to  introduce  the  Inquifi- 
tion into  Portugal.  For  this  purpofe,  he  pre- 
tended to  have  been  fent  as  a  Legate  from 
Rome,  and  having  fet  up  a  numerous  and 
fplendid  equipage,  was  received  in  this  Quality 
at  Seville,  and  lodged  in  the  Archbifhop's  pa- 
lace. Being  arrived  on  the  frontiers  of  Portu- 
gal, he  difpatched  his  fecretary  before-hand,  to 
advife  the  King  (John  III.)  of  his  coming, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  tranfmltted  feveral  £0 
titlous  letters,  as  from  the  Pope,  Emperor»  and 

other 
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Q^r  Princes,  wherein  his  Ma}efly  /Wa$  eir« 
cefUy  requeiled  to  favour  the  piou$  dqlign^ 
The  good  Kwg,  giving  implicit  ^th  to  fiich  a 
mei&Dger,  immediately  fent  a  Nobleman  of 
the  firft  rank  to  pay  his  compliments,,  with  W^ 
.der9  to  accompany  the  Mock-Legate  to  tbe.  pa- 
lace-royal, whore  he  re/idcd  in  great  pomp  £)r 
three  months ;  during  which  time,  he  took  his 
XQcaTures  fo  well,  as  to  fix  the  Holy  Office  on 
b  ibUd  a  bafis,  that  it  has  ever  (ince  retained 
the  mofl:  defpotic  authority.  Saavedira^  hav^ 
thus  eSeded  the  bufine^  he  came  upon,toQk  his 
leave  of  the  King,  hut  had  icarce  arrived  on 
the  frontiers  of  Caflile,  when  he  >ya6  difcovered 
by  a  domeAic  of  the  Marquis  de  Viiia  Noviy 
who  recoHefted  d)e  Impoftor's  face  :  upw 
which-  he  was  ieized  and  condemned  to  the 
Gallic  from  whence  Pope  Paul  IV.  defixx^u^ 
to  fee  a  man,  who  had  done  $^  finguUr  Qn^ 
vice  to  the  Apodolic  See,  procured  his  dijC- 
charge. 

Another  inflancc  of  a  fimiUr  cheat,  which 
produced  fuch  iailing  UHifequences,  is  not  to 
be  met  with  in  all  the  records  of  antiquity; 
and  indeed,  conddering  every  circumfhuxce,  the 
fadl  would  fecm  incredible,  were  it  not  fo  weU 
autheoticated^^     It  is  really  amazing,  that  « 

Tribunal, 

*  A9  this  fafl  IS  fo  very  extraordinary  in  its  kind,  I 
(bouU  fcarce  have  ventnred  to  mention  it,  wcfc  it  not  god* 
firmed  by  the  moft  incontellable  vouchers.  I  nerer  heard 
any  one  of  the  natives  pretend  to  call  its  Teracity  in  oueC- 
tiott.  A  minute  account  is  given  of  the  whole  tranfaaioii 
ia  their  iiillories  ;  and  tho'  it  has  been  thought  proper  t^ 

expunge 
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l^ribunal,  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged 
to  have  had  fo  vile  and  infamous  an  original^ 
iliould  not  have  been  lAibintly  abolifhed,  When 
the  fraud,  which  gave  it  birth,  was  fo  palpablj^ 
detected.  But  what  muft  greatly  iticneafe  the 
a(loni(hmfcnt,  is,  that  the  people,  haVing  felt 
its  dreadful  efiefis,  fhould  lb  long  fitbmit  to  its 
infupportable  tyranny.  However,  their  paflive 
bbedidncS  nlay  be  accounted  for,  elpecially 
coniidering  the  mighty  influence  of  the  clergy^ 
who  found  it  fdr  their  interefl:  to  maintain  d 
jurifiliiStion,  which  gave  them  an  unlimited 
power  over  the  reputations,  lites,  and  fottlines 
of  all  ranks  of  men.  This  undoubtedly  was 
tio  fmall  inducement  to  them,  fo  readily  to  fe-* 
cond  the  politic  vieu^,  on  which  that  Tribunal 
fecms  to  have  been  firft  built  For,  altho*  re^ 
Hgion  and  the  public  welf^rd  wete  made  the 
pretexts,  as  they  have  been  in  every  age,  to 
cover  the  nioft  iniquitous  defigns ;  yet  was  it 
no  fecrit,  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  look'd 

expnnge  thb  paflfagc  iii  th^  modern  editions,  yet  there  are 
few,  of  the  leaft  ciiriofity  in  that  kingdom,  -who  have  it 
iK>,t  in*manufcript,  fcveral  of  which  I  have  feen  and  peru- 
fed  ;  particularly  in  the  libraries  of  the  Marquis  dc  Abran- 
tes,  oir  the  Cotint  de  Vimiofo,  and  of  Cardinal  de  Soufa, 
now  in  poflcflioa  of  the  Duke  de  Lafoens.  What  appears 
mod  aftopifhing.of  all,  is,  that,  notwithftanding  the  Tri- 
bunal itfclf  is  fo  terrible,  the  impofture,  on  which  It  is 
fonnded,  was  futfered  to  be  made  a  jefl  of,  even  on  the 
ftage;  infomuch  that  a  Coniedy,  entitled,  Ofnlfo  Nuncio  dg 
Portugal,  was  wont  to  be  a£tcd  every  year,  wherein  the 
various  tricks  put  in  pradice  by  this  notable  Fourbe,  to  in< 
troduce  the  Iiiquifitit>n,  were  expofcd  to  public  mockery. 

on 
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en  it  as  the  deftrudtion  of  both,  and  held  it  m 
the  utmoft  abhorrence. 

The  myftery  of  this  ftrange  imppfture,  may 
perhaps,  in  fome  meafure,  be  cleared  up,  when 
we  confider  the  boundlefs  ambition  of  the  Em- 
peror Charles  V.  who  had  married  the  Sifter  of 
King  John,  and  defpaired  not  of  meeting  with 
fome  luckv  incident,  which  might  annex  Por- 
tugal to  his  vafl  dominions.  In  this  Ring's 
reign,  the  Jefuits  got  their  firft  footing  in  Por- 
tugal, and  being  always  in  the  Spanifh  intereft, 
a£ted  in  concert  with  their  brethren,  to  pi^ 
mote  the  projedl,  which  that  Emperor  had  fo 
much  at  heart,  of  eftablifhing  an  imiverfal 
monarchy.  Thefe  good  Fathers  forefaw,  that 
Saavedra's  fcheme  would  contribute  not  a  little 
to  this  great  end,  and  lent  their  aififtance  ac- 
cordingly. With  the  fame  view  it  was,  that 
they  ufed  all  their  artifices  in  promoting  the 
romantic  expedition  of  King  Sebaftian  to  the 
coaft  of  Africa  *,  wherein  himfelf  and  the 
flower  of  his  nobility  miferably  perifhed  ; 
which  fo  diflraiSted  and  weakened  the  king- 
dom, as  facilitated  the  conqueft  of  it,  not  long 
after,  by  Philip  IL  who  inherited  all  his  Fa- 
ther's bad  qualides,  and  not  one  of  his  good 
ones.  This  is  fo  far  from  a  mere  conjedlure  of 
mine,  that  I  have  often  heard  it  aflerted  by 
the  moft  judicious  of  the  natives.  Nor  can  it 
be  doubted,  that  Spain^  when  it  finds  a  conve- 

•  Brantome,  the  French  Hiftoriao,  mentions  this  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Portugqefc  Jefuits  as  a  thing  public  Mxl 
nocoribiiBr 

aient 
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hleht  opportunity,  will  renew  its  old  prfeten- 
fions  on  that  kingdom,  which  it  was  forced  to 
give  up  with  fo  much  reluftance.  Indefed, 
cobfidering  the  great  lenity  wherewith  the  Je- 
fuits  are  there  treated  at  pre  fen  t,  notwithftand- 
ing  the'fulleft  convidlion  of  their  heing  equally 
concerned  in  the  broils  and  plots  of  South 
America,  with  their  Portuguefe  Brethren,  it  is 
hot  improbable  that  fomething  of  this  nature 
had  been  lately  carrj'ing  on  between  therti.  Be 
this  as  it  will,  it  can  Icarce  be  luppbicd,  that  a 
man  of  Saavedra's  chaiadtcr,  with  all  his  ftock 
of  impudence,  would  have  dared  to  embark 
id'fuch  an  affair,  had  he  not  had  fome  power- 
ful abettors  s  and  one  thing  is  indubitable,  that 
the  Pope  himfclf,  who  fliuuld  fcem  to  have 
moft  caufe  to  be  offended,  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing diipleafed,  that  he  not  only  procured  the 
Tmpbftor's  liberty,  but  gave  him  a  very  gra- 
cioQs  reception. 

It  rtiay  indeed  be  inferred  from  the  preced- 
ing narrative,  that,  as  the  Inquifition  could 
not  be  eflablifhed  but  by  the  royal  authority, 
{q  it  ftill  owes  its  continuance  to  the  fame,  as 
the  kings  of  Portugal,  at  tlieir  inauguration, 
fwear  to  maintain  its  jurifdifition.  But  this  oath 
Ought  to  be  look'd  upon,  rather  as  an  adl  of  • 
heceffity,  than  a  mark  of  their  approbation. 
For,  vvhatever  were  the  views  of  John  III.  in 
perniitting  this  Ecclefiaftical  Fortrefs  to  bd 
erected,  his  fuccelTors  were  too  fenfible,  of 
what  dangerous  confcquencc  it  might  be,  to 
attempt  pulling  it  down.     Perhaps  Vis  one  of. 
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the  hardeft  things  in  the  world,  to  wreft  out 
of  the  hands  of  a  clergy,  fo  numerous,  viridic- 
tive,   and   bigotted  as  that  of  Portugal,    the 
power  they  have  once  got  ponfeflioa  of,  and 
can  plead  fuch  lone  preicnption  for.      The 
grievous  abufe,  which  the  Inquiiitors  make  of 
this  power,   is   feverely  felt   by  many,    and 
plainly  enough  feen  by  all :  but  the  fpecious 
pretext  of  reli^on  authorizes  their  excelTeSj 
againft  which,  if  any  one  opens  his  mouth, 
he  would  be  treated  as  the  worft  of  Heretics. 
This  renders  the  Holy  Office  fo  terrible,  that 
inilances  can  be  produced,    where  even  the 
toyai  interpofidon  could  not  fave  a  delinquent 
from  its  fury*    The  laft  Time  I  was  in  Lifbon, 
the  Inquidtors  carried  their  iniblence  fb  far, 
as  to  fearch  for  prohibited  books  in  the  King's 
palace.     Their  power,    I  am  informed,   has 
been  fomewhat  rcftrained,  fince  the  late  earth* 
quake;  and,  as  far  as  can  be  judged  from  cer- 
tain new  regulations,    it  may  be   prdumed, 
that  our  good  friend  and  ally,  as  he  is  moft 
emphatically  called,  never  gave  himfelf  a  (in- 
gle moment's  concern  about  the  liberties  oiir 
fcriblers  have  taken  with  this  Tribunal :    oh 
the  contrary,  there  is  fome  reafon  to  believe, 
that  his  Majefly  heartily  wi(hes  he  could  get 
well  rid  of  it. 

It  may  be  eafily  gathered,  from  the  account 
here  given,  that  the  Inquifition,  as  our  Saty- 
rift  obfervcs,  may  well  be  reverenced  by  a 
whole  nation.  It  is  reve'rchced  indeed,  bttt 
with  what  kind  of  reverence  is  it  ?   Such  aj 

9  *   'h* 
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&e  trembling  wretch  pays  to  die  executioner^ 
when  he  is  nxing  the  cord  round  his  ncck^  or 
chaining  him  to  the  flake.  The  very  name'  of 
this  Tribunal  in  Portugal  carries  the  terrors  of 
death  with  it.  Even  thofe»  who  extol  its  in-^ 
flexible  redlitude  .in  public,  may  be  perceived 
to  curie  it  with  their  eyes,  and  to  intimate, 
as  plainly  as  tlieir  fears  will  permit,  that  no- 
thing in  nature  is  fo  deteftable ;  but  when  they 
dare  difburden  dieir  minds,  no  appellation  is 
deemed  harfh  enough.  The.  (bfteft  tenns  I 
have  heard  on  thefe  occafions,  when  they  fpoke 
of  the  Inquifitors,  were  thofb  of  hangmen^  fa^ 
vages^  dogs^  wild  beqfls  $  and  all  this  from  the. 
mouths  of  fuch  as  were  never  fuipeifted  of  Ju«' 
daifm. 

With  regard  to  the  inftance  produced  by  the 
Satyrift,  to  ihew  how  little  reafon  we  have  to 
complain  of  the  feverity  of  this  Tribunal,  to 
wit,  that  British  fulyeds,  even  tho'  Roman  Ca« 
tholics,  are  exempt  from  its  jurifdidion,  it  is  a 
moil  notorious  faUity  s  fince  every  one  knows, 
that  not  only  Britiih  Papifls,  but  Britifh  Pro- 
teilants  alfo  have  been,  and  flill  are,  fubje£t 
to  it, .  in  Spain  as  well  as  Portugal.  As  to  the 
latter,  'tis  fufficient  to  mention  an  Englim  Coa^ 
ful  apprehended  at  Lifbon,  in  the  time  of 
Cromwers  ufurpation  3  and  another  of  the 
fame  quality,  in  the  Ifland  of  Tenerifie,  about 
the  xniddle  of  King  Nyilliam's  reign.  The 
crime  of  both  theie  Gentlemen .  was  nearly  of 
the  feme  kind.  They  had,  it  feems,  repre*. 
birPdcd  one  of  their  domeftics,  who  had  clan- 
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deflincly  renourxcd  his  religion,  and  got  him-^ 
felf  new-baptized  *,  or  (according  to  the  vul- 
gar phrafe  ufed  in  our  factories  abroad)  wbite-- 
*wajhfd.  I  could  add  fcvcral  recent  fadls  of  the 
fame  nature,  which  made  a  jjrcat  noilc  in  both 
countries.  But  as  the  prcfcnt  quellion  turns 
en  the  cxeniption  of  Eritirti  Papifts,  not  natu- 
ralized, I  can  pofitively  affirm  on  my  own 
knowlcgp,  that  nothing  can  be  falfer. 

For  brevity's  fake,  1  (hall  fingle  out  a  very 
late  inftancc.  It  is  of  a  merchant's  clerk,  who 
was  feized,  as  he  was  going  about  his  mafter's 
bufinefs,  and  hurried  away  to  prifon,  where 
be  remained  upwards  of  a  year ;  and  narrowly 
efcaped  coming  cut  in  the  public  Auto,  tho' 
he  underwent  fome  private  penance,  which  he 
fiared  not  divulge,  being  under  an  oath  of  fe- 
crecy.  What  he  fulfered  withiu  thofe  walls 
I  kpow  nQt  3  but  this  I  know,  that  he  went 
in  f^t  and  jolly,  and  came  out  as  thin  as  a 
(keleton,  with  a  fettled  gloom  on  his  counter 
nance  ;  and,  on  any  queftion  being  put  to  hirri 
about  his  treatment  there,  feerned  in  a  perfedt 
{igony.     Now,  what  do  you  tliink   was  the 

♦  Papifts,  in  their  difputes  v/lih  lis,  generally  grant  onr 
iMptifm  to  be  as  valid  as  theirs.  But  this  is  no  more  ihaa 
a  mere  complimrnt ;  for  't^s  the  univerful  pra6lice  abroad, 
to  baptize  every  prqfelytc  over  again,  notwithftauding  the 
certificates  of  their  prior  baptifm.  To  palliate  this  profti- 
tation  of  the  faciramenr,  'tis  alledged.^that  they  only  do 
it,  fub  ccnditione.  However,  the  praftic«  fervies  to  flicw 
fbi^r  coDtcinpt  of  our  form,  as  well  as  of  our  ckrgy,  to 
yifhowi  ihcy  allow  lefs  power  in  thete  cafes  thaa  to  lay- 
er CTr«q'tc  women  of  thcLf  own  party, 

enormous 
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enormous  crime  which  this  young  man  had 
been  guilty,  of  ?  Nothing  more  than  gently 
pufhing  back  the  arm  of  an  impudent  beggar, 
who  'thruft  into  his  face  a  little  waxen  doll 
reprefenting  fbme  Saint,  which'  this  fort  of 
people  are  wont  to  carry  about  the  ftreets, 
and  offer  paflengers  to  kifs,  when  they  afk  an 
alms.  This  piece  of  difrefpeft  the  Beggar  ac- 
cufed  him  of  to  the  Lords  Inquifitors,  who 
judged  it  an  high  contempt  of  religion,  and 
chaftifed  it  accordingly. 

Having  thus  given  you  an  account  of  the 
eftabliftimcnt,  nature^  and  jurifdidipn  of  the 
Holy  Office,  as  well  as  of  the  veneration  it  is 
held  in  by  the  Portuguefe,  I  muft  refer  you 
to  my  next  for  that  of  an  'Auto  de  fe^  and 
am,  Gfc. 


LETTER        II. 

5  J  2?, 

I  Am  afraid  the  account,  which  our  Man  of 
bufinefs  is  going  to  give  of  the  folemnity  of 
an  Auto  de  fe^  will  prove  as  little  fatisfadory 
as  that  he  has  already  given  of  the  Inquiiition. 
But  let  us  hear  how  he  introduces  his  defcrip- 
lion  of  this  auguft  ceremony^  or  Aft  of  Faith^ 
98  it  is  called. 

"  An  Auto  de  fe^  fays  he,  is  a  jail-delivery 
of  the  Inquifition,  which  is  an  ecclefiaftical 
court  of  that  country,  not  unlike  our  fpiritual 

C  4  .    court 


%^  Of  the  Pof-tuguefe  Ingujfitioa. 

cxHirt  of  Doiicrs  Commons^  but  with  greatclf! 
extent  of  jurifdiftion  qnd  power,  and  with 
prilbns  for  the  detention  of  delinqu^ts  withiti' 
Its  cogniiaace.  Suc}i  jail-deliveries  are  not  ant* 
nual,  nor  i&  there  any  (lat^d  tinic  for  them. 
They  are  very  rarely  held  in  two  fu(;:ceirive 
years,  but  rather  fpoflly,  at  ^wo  and  three; 
and  fometin^es,  at  four  yeafs  diftaqce,  fror^ 
one  to  finothei ." 

Let  us  ftop  here  a  tnoment.  It  m?y  bp 
eafily  perceived  with  what  view  our  Court*  of 
Podors  Commons  is  compared  to  that  of  the 
Holy  Office.  But,  not  to  wafte  time  in  ex- 
poiing  the  malice  of  fucb  a  parallel,  it  will  bo 
lufficient  to  appeal  to  the  very  account  here 
given,  wjietjier  there  can  be  ft  iporc  flagrant 
mftance  of  injuftice  and  barbarity,  than  tp  dra^ 
9  man  fuddenly  from  his  houfe  and  family,  to 
Jiurry  him  away,  not  infrequently  with  hi$ 
wife  and  children,  and  (to  render  the  treat-* 
ment  more  infupj[X)rtable)  to  confine  them  fe- 
parately  in  dark  and  loathfome  dungeons,  defti-- 
tute  of  all  the  comforts  of  life,  without  being 
ever  permitted  to  h^ye  t^ie  leaft  intcrcourfe 
witli  each  other,  or  to  apply  to  any  .one  for  ad- 
Vicc  or  relief,  except  to  fuch  fworn  advocates 
of  the  Inquifition,  whqfe  fole  ^ufinefs  it  is,  to 
entrap  the  forlorn  difpirited  vyretcji^s  with  a 
thou^qd  captious  interrogatprieSi  tp  take  ad* 
vantage  of  every  unguarded  word  utter'd  i^ 
tl)e  4ngui{h  of  their  fouls,  and  thereby  expoie 
ih^ni  to  inevitable  rub  ?  This  is  the  pidur^ 
^wa  of  that  infernal  Co^t  by  the  Kone^ 
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Padre  Vieira,  who  Ipeaks  of  ic  from  his  own 
^  expciience-  The  very  idea  of  fucb  a  feetx^ 
tlK>*  but  for  a  ihort  fpace>  mull  flrike  every 
humane  tveaft  with  horror.  But  what  heart 
(sn  concnve  the  diftrcfs  of  thefe  miferable  vic- 
tims,  who  are  forced  to  endure  all  this,  for 
the  fpaoe  of  fotir  years,  and  fometimes  longer, 
unle&  death  perhaps  puts  an  end  to  their  for-- 
FOws,  which  is  frequently  the  cafe  of  perpetual 
melancholy  and  defpair  ?  Evm  then  the  cruel 
perfecution  does  not  ceafe,  but  follows  them 
beyond  the  grave ;  their  very  bones,  the  flelh 
whereof  has  been  confumcd  with  quick  lime, 
ars  carried  out  in  the  proceffion,  and  burnt, 
vrith  the  furrivors,  in  order  to  perpetuate  the 
infamy  on  them  and  their  whole  generation. 
Have  we  fecn  any  thing  like  this  in  England, 
fmce  the  prifon  of  the  Lollards,  wherein  the 
Wicklifiites  were  fo  long  confined,  and  fo 
many  fccret  murders  committed  ?  This  indeed 
was  not  much  unlike  the  prifons  of  die  Holy 
Office  i  but  as  it  was  the  invention  of  Popery, 
ib  it  entirely  dropt  with  it. 

Whether  it  be  owing  to  the  force  of  truth, 
or  mere  inadvertency,  the  Apologift  has  con- 
feffed,  in  the  p^lTage  abovcTquoted,  to  one  of 
the  heavieft  charges  brought  againfl;  the  Inqui- 
iition,  namely,  the  tedious  detention  of  [»i- 
foners.  If  tbefe  unfortunate  perfons,  who,  it 
9annot  be  denied,  are  frequently  apprehended 
on  frivolous  pretences,  and  the  flignteft  pre- 
fumptions,  and  too  oiten  fall  a  facnfice  to  the 
lil^qiic^qus  CDmbinations  of  (heir  enemies,  whofe 
.:.-    .  depsijtions 
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depoiitions  manifeftly  contradiA  each  other ;  if 
Acfc  peribns,  I  fay,  arc  really  found  guilty  of 
the  fadts  charged  on  theip,  why  are  they  not 
immediately  ^ailis'd  ?  And  why  is  not  the 
world  acquunted  with  the  circumftances  of 
their  crimes,  ib  as  to  be  convinced  of  the  equt^ 
of  Ac  punilhment  ?  If  no  legal  proof  appears, 
why  are  they  kept  in  fuch  horrid  fufpenfc  ? 
Why  treated  with  fuch  excefs  of  cruelty,  and  ' 
f(HXed  to  languish  fo  long,  in  the  dreadfuUeft 
of  all  prifons,  next  to  mat  of  Hell,  equally 
ignorant  of  the  caufe  of  their  detention,  and 
uncertain  what  they  are  ftill  to  fuffer  ? 

The  reafon  of  this  proceeding,  fo  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  common  equity,  is  aligned  hj 
the  Padre  above  referr'd  to ;  and  fuch  a  reafon 
it  is,  as  muft  render  the  Inquifitors  eternally 
infamous.  The  minifters  of  this  facred  Tri- 
bunal, it  feems,  when  they  can  find  no  jull 
caufe  for  detaining  a  prifoner,  always  wait  in 
cxpeAation  that  Ibme  evidence  may  at  length 
jHjpear,  fufRcicnt  to  convi£t  him.  For  this  end, 
the  depofitions  of  all  his  relations,  of  all  his 
friends,  acquaintance,  and  neighbours,  are 
fccretly  taken.  Every  indifcreet  action  he  may 
have  committed,  every  inadvertent  word  he 
may  have  uttered,  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  now  rife  up  in  judgment  againfl;  him  ; 
from  all  which,  it  would  be  flrange  indeed,  if 
liich  men  as  Inquifitors,  more  anxious  to  find 
the  party  guilty  than  to  clear  up  his  innocence, 
fltould  not  be  able  to  draw  (oAiething  criminal. 
In  cafe  tfapy  ihould  be  dilappointed  in  ^ 
fcverq 


Of  the  Portuguefc  Inquijitioru  %j^ 

fcvere  fcrutiny,  'tis  no  advantage  to  the  prifoacr, 
whofe  detention  in  fo  dreadful  a  place,  with  fo 
little  profpect  of  relief,  generally  anfwers  thp 
fame  purpofe.  The  fubtle  Inquifitors  are 
taught  -by  experience,  that  a  wretch,  in  this 
iituation,  grown  weary  of  life  itfelf,  is  at 
length  induced  to  confefs  what  he  never 
thought  of,  or  (as  he  is  perpetually  racking 
his  brain,  to  difcover,  if  poffible,  the  caufc  c3t 
his  detention)  may  perhaps  recoUedl  ibmething 
he  has  really  done,  whereof  he  accufes  him- 
felf ;  which,  tho'  not  laid  to  his  charge,  or  not 
proved,  happens  to  fall  under  the  cognifancq  • 
of  this  Tribunal,  For,  as  the  Padre  continues^ 
a  man,  confined  in  thefe  prifons,  has  timo 
enough  to  revolve  the  frailties  of  his  whole 
life,  and  to  fift  his  confcience  to  the  bottom. 

Thus  the  pretended  Delinquent  ftands,  as  it 
were,  felf- condemned,  acknowledging  the 
juftice  of  a  fentence,  which  in  his  heart  he 
CLiiinot  but  look  upon  as  cruel,  partial,  and 
unmerited  ;  glad  to  obtain  his  long- loft  libcrtyii 
by  fubmitting  to  any  punifliment  lefs  than  that 
of  the  ftakc  \  vvhicli  would  have  been  the  con-' 
fcquencc  of  an  obftinate  pcrfeverance.  Nothing 
now  remains  but  to  be  brought  forth,  to  fill 
up  the  religious  parade  of  an  Auto,  with  his 
head  iliaven,  a  burning  torch  in  his  hand^ 
cloathed  in  a  ridiculous  habit,  expofed  to  the 
fcorn  and  contempt  of  the  rabble  \  and  to 
ftand,  as  a  Convidt,  to  hear  his  fentence  read, 
and  to  live,  ever  after wards^  a  mark  of  reproach 
and  infaiqy. 


It  Of  the  Tartuguefe  Jnquifition, 

It  is  allowed  by  every  one,  wen  in  thoJe 
Countries  where  Popery  bears  the  greateft:  iway, 
that  the  ProceiTes  of  the  Inquifition  are  totally 
jiiScrent  from  thofc  of  all  other  Courts  rf 
Tufticc,  which  are,  or  ever  were,  in  the  world. 
If  their  methods  of  proceeding  are  fo  very 
righteous  and  unexceptionable,  as  I  have  heard 
many  Fapifls  in  England  alTcrt,  why  fhould 
they  be  alhamed  or  afraid  of  having  them  di- 
vulged ?  What  ncceflity  of  obliging  prifoners, 
when  diJJcharged,  to  take  an  oath  of  inviolable 
fecrecy,  which  Ihould  they  chance  to  break, 
by  dropping  the  flighteil  hint  of  what  has 
paffcd,  it  would  be  as  much  as  their  liberty,  if 
not  their  lives,  are  \vorth  ?  Surely  all  the 
plagues,  which  God,  in  his  wrath,  ever  inflift- 
ed  on  mankind,  cannot  be  compared  to  that  of 
a  numerous  body  of  wicked  Ecclcfiaftics, 
armed  with  power  equal  to  their  ignorance^ 
avarice,  and  bigotry. 

Our  Satyrift,  after  having  acquainted  us  with 
the  nature  of  an  Auto  de  fe^  or  Jail-dclivcry  of 
the  Inquifttign,  thus  proceeds  in  his  defcription 
of  this  catholic  ceremony,  •'  After  the  lefturc 
of  the  Try^ls*  fays  he,  in  the  church  of  St, 
Dominic,  the  Priipners,  appointed  to  die,  are 
delivered  to  the  Secular  Judges,  who  retire 
with  them  to  the  high  Court  of  civil  and  cri- 
minal Judicature.  Here  they  are  again  brought 
before  them,  one  by  one :  Uie  proofs  are  again 
read  and  examined  by  the  faid  Judges ;  and  the 
fa£ts  appearing  to  mem  to  be  fully  proved, 
feptence  is  pronounced  upon  each  cinder  iA 
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his  turn.  Then  they  are  jointly  conveyed  to 
the  place  of  e^cecution,  and  there  put  to  death, 
as  their  feveral  fcntences  dircdt." 

Would  not  any  one  be  apt  to  imagine  from 
diis  account)  that  the  whole  procefs  of  what 
had  paffed  before  the  (ecret  Tribunal  of  the  Iii« 
quiiition,  was  firft  publicly  read  in  the  Donxi->' 
nican  Church,  and  then  delivered  to  the  fecular 
Judges,  in  order  to  enable  them,  in  cafe  any 
doubts  or  fcruples  fhould  arife,  with  regard  to 
the  legality  of  the  proceedings,  or  validity  of 
the  evidence,  to  re-examine  both,  with  that 
candor  and  impartiality,  which  is  the  indif-- 
penfable  duty  of  dvery  Magiftrate,  eibecially  in 
capital  cafes  ?  Thus  it  certainly  ought  to  be  j 
iince  otherwife  it  cannot  be  conceived,  how 
they  could  pafs  fentence,  without  wounding 
their  conft^ences.  But  will  our  Satyrift  dare  to 
afiert,  that  this  is  adually  the  cafe  ? 

Every  body  knows,  that  the  main  fubflance 
of  the  proceedings,  with  every  material  cir- 
cumftance,  which  might  fet  the  iz&  in  its  true 
light,  are  kept  m  the  profoundeft  fecrecy,  and 
that  no  Layman  is  ever  permitted  to  inipedt 
the  regifters  of  die  Holy  Office.  The  Lay 
Judges  are  as  utter  ibangers  to  the  names  and 
quality  of  the  witnefles  as  the  priibner  himfelf : 
they  know  nothing  of  the  wicked  combinations 
which  have  been  formed,  nor  the  illicit  arts 
made  ufe  of  to  convid  him.  Nothing  appears 
to  them,  but  the  fummary  of  what  he  has 
been  accufed  of,  and  this  perhaps  exceflively 
aggravated^  the  depofitions  of  namelefs  wit*- 

nefles. 
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\X  laft,  I  think,  fufficieiitly  proved,  that 

an  Auto  de  fe  is  not  fo  much  an  Adl  df 

aith,  which  the  words  import,  as  of  the  by**' 
pocriiy  of  Inquiiitors,  who  thus  oKtke  a  mbckery 
of  God  and  man,  by  abufing  the  veneraUd 
came  of  religion,and  forcihg  the  fecular  Judges 
to  become  their  butchers.  In  this  letter,  I 
fhall  take  notice  of  the  charge  brought  againft 
the  Portuguefe  Jews,  to  whofe  malicious  infti- 
gations  our  Satyrift  imputes  moft  of  the  wicked 
libels  lately  publi(hed  here  againft  the  Inqaifi- 
tbn.  This  Pfeudo-Proteftant,  to  keep  up  thd 
charader  he  has  afTumed,  pays  a  ibrt  of  com-* 
pliment  to  the  Churcli  of  England,  which,  as  he 
infinuates,  muft  be  no  Ids  fcandalized  than  him-' 
fclf,  al  feeing  the  Holy  (Jfiicc  treated  widi  fudit 
indecency.  He  expreilcs  a  particular  indigna* 
tion  againft  a  certain  paultry  Print, wherein  a  Mi-* 
nifter  of  our  Church  is  exliibited,  holding  out} 
to  his  moft  Faithful  Majefty,  the  view  of  an 
Auto  de  fe,  and  telling  him,  in  doggrel  lan-i^ 
guage,  that  the  ruin  of  his  Capital  is  a  punifb^ 
ment  for  his  tolerating  the  Inquiiidon,  and  that 
the  only  means  to  obtain  the  favor  of  Heaven 
is  to  abolifti  that  Tribunal. 

"  This,  fays  he,  is  infulting  Majefty  with^ 
vengeance !  Had  the  figure  been  made  to  exhi« 
bit  a  circumcifed  Rabbi^  the  thing  had  been  in 

chara<^er^ 
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tharad^r,  and  none  would  wonder  that  a 
Chriflian  Monarch  fhould  be  vilified  by  fuch  a 
•profligate  race.  But  the  enormity  would  have 
been  too  meagre  2indi  infipid  forjewifh  digeftion, 
if  it  had  not  been  plumped  upy  to  anlwer  at 
once  two  important  purpofes  ;  the  one,  to 
wound  their  own  natural  Sovereign  in  the 
dark  j  the  other,  to  wound  him  through  the 
fides  of  a  people  who  afford  them  hofpitality. 
Therefore  was  their  malignity  to  be  covered 
under  the  character  of  an  Englifli  Divine,  and 
the  perfidy  of  the  Synagogue  to  be  placed  to 
the  account  of  the  Church  of  England ;  a 
Church,  whole  members  pique  thcmfclves 
upon  moderation ;  a  Church,  whofe  minifters 
are  no  more  interefted  in  the  exiftence  or  non* 
exiftence  of  a  Portuguefe  Inquifitiou,  than  the 
Mufties  of  Conftantinople,  in  what  concerns 
Dodlors  Commons.  However,  fuch  is  the 
malice  of  this  abandoned  rabble  !  The  perfidy 
had  loft  its  relifli  with  thcfe  modern  Ifraelites, 
if  Judas'  fauceVhad  been  wanting,  the  zcft  of 
ingratitude." 

As  to  the  Print  here  fpoken  of,  I  never  faw 
it ;  but  fuppofing  it  to  be  as  reprefented,  what- 
ever may  be  thought  of  its  decency,  it  could 
not,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  intended  as  an  infult 
on  the  King  of  Portugal ;  unlefs  it  be  an  infult 
to  point  out  an  houfe  infeftcd  with  the  plague, 
and  to  warn  our  neighbours  to  ufc  fuch  pre- 
cautions as  may  prevent  a  general  contagion. 
Papiftb  indeed  look  on  us,  as  not  only  fcparate 
from  the  Catholiq  Church,  but  to  be  in  full  as 

D  bad;, 
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bad,  if  hot  a  worfe  (late  than  Mahomctaos. 
On  the  contrary,  we,  whoie  religion  is  built 
on  the  principles  of  Chriftian  charity^  canaot 
but  look,  even  on  the  Portuguefe,  notwith- 
(landing  all  their  errors  and  fuperiHtions,  as 
members  of  the  fame  Body.  From  hence  we 
are  induced  to  fympathize  at  their  af9j£tions, 
^  and  to  exprefs  our  anxiety  for  their  relief.  If 
*the  Satyrift  is  really  a  Proteftant,  as  he  pre- 
tends, will  he  have  the  aiTurance  to  infiouate, 
that  no  one  can  (hew  his  averfion  to  the  Inqui- 
fition,  which  is  fo  generally  allow'd  to  be  the 
main  fource  of  the  grievances  of  that  unhappy 
kingdom,  without  being"  a  Jew  ? 

That  the  unlimited  power,  exercifed  by  the 
Holy  Office  over  all  ranks  of  men,  not  even 
foreigners  excepted,  and  the  bloody  perfecu* 
tion  of  thofe  who  are  ftigmatized  by  the  name 
of  New  Chriftians,  have  been  of  the  moft  per- 
nicious confequence,  not  only  to  the  Ca^Htal, 
but  to  the  whole  nation,  long  before  the  Hf^jtai 
firft  of  November,  is  beyond  all  contradiction  j 
as  one  of  the  wifeft  and  beft  men,  which  Por- 
tugal can  boaft  of,  has  evidently  proved,  Tbcfc 
were  the  general  fentiments  of  the  nation  iki 
his  time  ;  and,  as  the  fame  grievances  ftill  fub- 
fift,  what  motive  can  thofe  of  the  prefent  ^ge 
have,  not  to  think  in  the  fame  manner  ?  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  they  do  think  fo>  and  that  no- 
thing is  more  detefted  by  them. 

As  our  Satyrift  talks  fo  much  of  the  Jcvrs 
vinfying  a  Chriftian  Monarch,  that  is,  by  eX- 
preffing  their  abhorrence  of  the  Inquifitic^,  1ft 

me 
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lAe  afk  him,  what  has  Chriftianity  to  do  with 
this  Tribunal,  whofe  whole  proceedings  are  £0 
diametrically  oppofite  to  the  gentle  precepts  of 
theGoipel;  aTribunal,  whofe  flagrant  injuflices 
and  cruelties,  the  very  Turks,  nay,  even  the 
moft  barbarous  Savages,  would  bluHi  at  ?  Not 
.only  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  which  groans 
under  its  iron  rod,  but  all  mankind,  are  inte^ 
refted  in  its  abolition. 

With  how  wretched  a  grace  does  this  mail 
cry  up  the  moderation  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, when  he  bad  told  us  juft  before,  that 
Dur  Ipirituai  Court  of  Dodors  Commons  is  not 
unlike  that  of  the  Inquifidon  ?  If  the  parallel 
holds^  may  it  not  be  inferred,  that,  as  the  for- 
mer is  acknowledged  by  us  to  be  ufeful  in 
many  refpefts,  fo  the  latter  is  to  be  regarded 
in  the  fame  light  ^  and  confequently,  the  mi- 
niilers  of  our  Church,  who  are,  according  to 
this  way  of  reafoning,  to  be  reputed  a  fpecies 
of  Inquifitors,  cannot  be  wholly  unconcerned 
at  an/  diing,  which  may  affed  the  dignity  or 
jurifdi£Hon  of  a  Tribunal,  fb  much  like  their 
own. 

Whatever  hand  the  rabble  of  modern  Ifrael- 
ites^had  in  the  Icandalous  Print  above-mentioned i 
or  whoever  may  have  been  wounded  by  it,  I 
never  heard  any  but  our  Popi(h  Miflionaries 
complain  of  the  fmart#  The  Jews,  or  New 
Chriftians  of  Portugal,  are  charged  with  perfidy 
and  ingratitude,  in  taking  fuch  liberties  with 
the  wholefome  iofhtutions  of  their  forcfatherf. 
Perfidious  and  ungrateful  wretches  indeed !  not 
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to  acknowledge  the  invaluable  bleffings  of 
being  eternally  perfecuted,  and  expofed  every 
moment  to  conBfcations,  gallies,  tortures,  and 
death  !  But,  to  be  ferious,  I  thinks  they  com- 
plain with  fome  reafon,  that  their  natural  So9C^ 
reign  treats  them  very  unnaturally,  or  at  leaft 
fufrers  the  Inquifitors  to  do  (o ;  and,  notwith- 
^andlng  all  their  religious  prejudices,  I  believe, 
I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that,  were  he  to  fol- 
low the  didates  of  his  own  benevolent  temper, 
in  affording  them  the  fame  protection  and  in- 
dulgence as  other  Chriftian  Monarchs  do,  they 
would  pray  to  God,  for  his  long  life  and  happy 
reign,  with  more  fervor  and  devotion,  tihian 
any  of  his  Catholic  Subjects  do  to  their  wooden 
Saints. 

The  Satyrift  is  never  tired  with  railing  at  the 
poor  Portuguele  Jews,  whom  he  ftyles  the 
loweft  of  the  Fry.  But  I  beg  you'll  obfcrve, 
with  what  meeknefs  he  begins,  like  a  true  In- 
quifitor,  one  of  the  bittereft  inveSivcs  that 
was  ever  penned.  *'  h  is  not,  fays  he,  />•  31. 
from  malice,  bigotry,  or  prgudlce,  I  ipeak 
thus  of  them,  but  from  the  force  of  Truth. 
To  a  Jew,  as  a  man,  I  have  no  more  diflikc 
than  to  any  other.  On  the  contrary,  I  pity 
them  enough  to  wifli  them  honeft,  peaceable, 
and  happy ;  and  would  not,  for  any  fum,  hurt 
the  hair  of  the  head  of  any  individual  among 

them." With  the  fame  gentle  prelude,  the 

minifters  of  the  Holy  Office  deliver  up  ajpri- 

foncr  to  the  fccular  arm,  entreating  the.  i-ray 

•Judges  to  treat  him  tenderly,  when  they  know 

he 
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he  is  going  to  the  ftake.  Whether  this  obferva- 
tion  be  juft,,    will,  appear  from  what  imme-    . 
diately  follows. 

"  But  a  Jew,  continues  our  Satyrift,  as  a 
Jew,  muft  be  the  abhorred  of  all  mankind,— 
Now  as  the  whole  Jewifli  race  is  juftly  deemed 
the  loadifome  outcasts  of  human  nature,  fo 
the  Portuguefe  Jews  are  the  mod  ofFenfivc 
dregs  of  Judaifin  itfelf. — They  are  %  fet  of  pr©-^ 
varicating  wretches,  who  live  in  an  eternal  dif- 
poiition  to  deceive  both  earth  and  heaven, 
faithlefs  alike  to  Chriftianity  and  Judaifm.- 
Tho'  fecredy  attached  to  the  latter,  they  openly 
profefs  the  former, ;  and  this,  with  fuch  excefs 
of  hypocrify,  that  it  may  be  juftly  faid,  as  *it 
IS  generally  known,  that  all  the  fuperflitions, 
wherewith  Portugal  is  fo  much  upbraided,  are 
chiefly  owing  to  the  artificial  hypocrify  with 
which  thefe  wretches  endeavour  to  cover  dieir 
own  perfidy/* 

Now  with  regard  to  the  prevarications  and 
hypocrifies  charged  on  this  profligate  race,  to 
what  c^ufe  are  they  to  be  imputed,  fuppofing 
the  whole  to  be  fa(Jt?  Certainly  not  to  the  Jews 
themfelves,  who,  we  may  prefume,  would 
behave  like  other  men,  as  we  find  they  do,  in 
England  and  other  countries,  where  liberty  of 
confcience  is  allowed  •  To  what  caufe  then 
can  fuch  condu<!l:  be  owing  ?  No  doubt,  to  the 
Inquifitors,  who,  by  fanguinary  Laws,  would 
force  men  to  adt  contrary  to  their  real  fenti- 
ments.  Would  not  the  abufes  complained  of 
be  totally  prevented,  were  this  people  fuffc^red 
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to  worfliip  God,  in  the  way  they  think  moft 
agreeable  to  him  ?  What  mdeccricies  do^e 
find  them  guilty  of  here,  more  than  thofe  of 
any  other  denoniination  ?  We  believe  thcn^ 
indeed  to  he  in  an  error,  and  pn^y  for  their 
converfion,  but  have  no  notion  of  driving 
people  to  heaven  with  racks,  halters,  fire,  and 
faggot. 

Our  Man  of  bufinefs  is  fo  blinded  with  paf- 
fion,  that  he  feems  to  have  fomewhat  ovcrfliot 
his  mark,  and  perhaps  will  receive  little  thanks 
from  the  party  he  fo  warmly  efpoufes.  He  has 
fiivour'd  us  with  a  very  extraordinary  anccdotCj^ 
which,  tho'  affirmed  to  be  generally  known,  I 
believe,  ypu  never  heard  of  before.  It  is,  in 
fhort,  that  all  the  fuperftiticns,  wherewith  Por- 
tugal is  fo  juftly  upbraided,  are  chiefly  owing 
to  the  artificial  hypocrify  of  thefc  Judai2:ing 
Chriflians/  And,  pray,  what  do  thefe  fupcr- 
ilitions  confifl  in  ?  I  fhall  here  give  you  a  fmall 
Ipecimen,  whereby  you  may  judge  of  th© 
refl. 

They  confift,  as  all  the  world  knows,  in  th6 
adoration  of  images  and  relics,  which  arc  cither 
tel  on  altars,  with  glaffes  before  them,  as  in  a 
toy-fhop,  or  carried  about  the  flrects  in  procrf- 
fion,  upon  mens  fhoulders ;  in  making  Demi 
Gods  of  departed  fouls,  paying  them  religious 
gddreflcs,  and  burning  candles,  lamps,  ant^ 
incenfe,  in  honor  of  their  pidtures  and  flta^tuesi 
*s.  well  as  of  themlelves ;  m  going  on  pilgrim- 
age to  our  Lady  of  the  ^ock  ofFranXe^  to  our 
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Lady  of  Grace  *,  or  to  the  once  more  rcfpedla- 
ble  Lady  of  Mount  Carmely  in  whofe  protedlion 

• 

*  With  xtgp^dL  tp  the  two  firft-mentioned  Ladies,  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  infert  here  a  fmall  aaecdote.  The  Princefs  of 
Braflly  having  been  fuddenly  taken  ill,  made  a  tow  to  pre- 
feat  them  with  a  certain  fum,  in  cafe  (he  got  the  better  of 
her  ailfl^CQt.  Her  Highnefs^  it  feems,  whether  from  the 
gQodneis  of  her  conAitution,  or  the  natural  effect  of  the 
medicines  apply 'd  to  her,  happily  recovered ;  but  the  cure 
being  wholly  attributed  to  the  inter pofltion  of  one  of  thefe 
Ladies,  it  was  fomewhat  dubious,  which  dk  them  fhould 
have  the  honor  of  the  miracle.  TheFrj'ars,  then*  refpeflive 
Guardians,  commenced  a  law-fnit,  which,  after  much  alter- 
cation, was  at  length  comproniiied,  by  dividing  the  money 
between  both,  that  is  to  fay,  by  equally  (baring  it  among 
the  Fryars  of  each  monaftery.  BdFore  I  have  done  with 
tbb  weighty  fubjcft^  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform  you, 
that  our  Lady  of  the  Rock  of  France,  altho'  (he  is  made 
of  nothing  but  wood,  has  at  prefent  a  claim  to  higher  vene- 
ration than  arty  other  of  the  numerous  Ladies  in  Lifbon, 
not  excepting  the  large  (liver  one,  who  was  prote(^hcrs  of 
the  chapel  royal,  but  had  the  misfortune  of  beinj  melted 
down,  in  the  xronflagration  which  fucceeded  the  earth- 
quake. The  fumptuous  (brine  of  the  Lady,  whofe  hiftory 
I  am  giving,  was  thrown  down  with  the  (hock,  but,  as  it 
luckily  happened,  the  Lady  herfelf  received  little  damage. 
The  copft^natipn  being  (6  univer&l  on  this  occafion,  that 
all  the  people  began  to  fly  from  the  city,  an  happy  expe- 
dient was  hit  on,  to  raife  their  Urooping  fplrits,  by  taking 
the  miraculous  image  out  of  the  rubbifh,  which,  after 
being  well  wafiied,  and  new  cloathed  in  a  white  garment, 
was  fixfid  on  an  eminence,  where  ihe  could  be  eafily  fccn. 
The  proJ0£t  fully  anfwered  the  purpofe ;  for  no  fooner  was 
the  watch'-wotd  given,  but  the  report  of  fuch  a  prodigy 
fpread  like  wild  fire.  The  credulous  people,  now  con- 
vinced by  ocular  demonftration,  that  their  Prote^refs  had 
not  fodalben  them,  returned  back  to  the  city.  Perhaps 
you'll  think  this  ftory  a  mere  piece  of  drollery;  but  I  afTurc 
you,  I  had  it  from  feveral  Portuguefe,  as  undoubted  faft, 
and  ibme  Gentkneo,  now  in  England,  well  remember  it. 
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^e  vulgar  put  much  more  confidence,  diatt 
they  do  in  that  of  God  Almighty ;  in  chanting 
hymns  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  the  Mother 
of  God,  the  ^een  of  Heaven^  and  Refuge  of 
Sinners ;  in  repeating  the  Rofery,  and  hurrying 
over  a  long  firing  of  Ave^Marw  and  Fater-- 
NoflerSj  the  merit  of  which  confifling  in  the 
quantity  and  not  the  quality,  beads  are  judged 
abfolutely  necefTary,  to  prevent  mif-reckoning 
in  the  tale  ;  in  hearing  MafTes  at  privileged 
altars  ;  in  the  gainful  traffic  of  indulgences, 
which  his  Holinefs  fells  by  the  Lump,  and  die 
'CbmmifTary  retails  at  his  own  price  \  ia  t)ie 
more  lucrative  trade  of  begging  money  to  rc- 
Jieve  the  fouls  in  Purgatory,  which  is  farmed 
out  for  a  certain  fum,  Tufficient  to  maintain  an 
infinite  fwarm  of  Priefls  and  Fryaris,  whilft  Ae. 
overplus  goes  into  the  Farmer's  own  pocket ; 
in  the  baptizing  of  Bells,  and  a  thoufand  other 
things,  of  the  fame  importance  to  religion^  and 
all  equally  edifying. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  things  wherein  confifl 
the  very  life  and  foul  of  Popery^  for  which 
Portugal  is  diftinguifhed  above  all  other  catho- 
lic countries  ;  and  thefe,  no  doubt,  are  admi- 
rably well  adapted  to  remove  the  prejudices  .of 
Jews,  and  to  make  them  grow  enamoured 
with  the  Gofpel.  It  has  indeed  been  hitherto 
the  opinion  of  us  Northern  Heretics,  as  well 
as  of  the  mofl  learned  in  the  Church  of  Ronae, 
that  thelc  pious  cuftoms  are  of  pagan  original : 
but  the  whole,  we  arc  now  informed,  is  owing 
to  the  artificial  hypocriiy  of  modern  liir^eJliteSt 

If 
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J£  diis'be  the  cafe,  as  our  Satyrift  affirms,  one 
would  think  that  even  Inquiiitors  themielves 
ihould  be  aihamed  to  authorize  the  fuperflitious 
pradices  of  fuch  vile  profligates.  But  are  they 
rejdly  afhamed  of  them  ?  So  far  from  it, .  that 
nothing  is  more  ftrongly  recommended  from 
the  pulpit.  There  is  nothing  on  earth,  next 
to  the  confervation  of  their  own  power,  which 
they  hold  fo  facred ;  infomuch  that  the  leafl: 
dilrefped:  (hewn  to  one  of  their  confecrated 
pieces  of  wood,  or  the  enfhrined  bone  of  a 
^ead  man*,  which  may  perhaps  be  of  one 
that  was  hanged,  would  be  puniihed  with 
more  rigor  than  theft  or  murder. 

I  will  not  difpute,  but  fome  indecencies  may 
have  been  committed  by  pretended  Chridians, 
which  merited  a  fevere  chaftifement ;  tho'  even 
in  thefe  cafes,  the  proceedings  of  the  Holy 
Office  can  never  be  juilified.  But  wliat  I 
chiefly  iniifl  upon,  is,  that  the  unchriflian  me- 
thods taken  by  Inquifitors,  to  root  out  Judaifm, 
only  ferve  to  promote  it,  by  increafing  the 
averfion  of  thofe,  who  fecretly  embrace  it,  to 

*  There  was,  in  the  King's  chapel  at  Liflx>n,  a  famous 
Reliquary,  or  cupboard  of  Relics,  which  was  never  open'd 
but  on  high  feftivals,  when  you  might  fee  crouds  kneeling 
before  it.  It  was  foil  of  dead  mens  bones,  fent  as  a  prefent 
from  Rome,  and  affirmed  to  have  belonged  to  difierent 
Saints,  fome  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  years  old,  which 
were  all  confumed  in  the  earthquake.  Whatever  thefe 
t)ones  might  be  worth,  I  know  not ;  but  the  Reliquary, 
or  cupboard  itfelf  was  certunly  of  great  value,  as  the  ii\Pfe 
^as  plated  with  gold,  and  fet  with  large  brillianta.  ^ 
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the- very  name  of  Chriftianity  * ;  and,  which 
is  Aill  worfe^  expofe  the  fincereft  profciTors  of 
the  Gofpel  to  endlefs  perfecutions*  "Hie  people 
of  Portugal  have  found,  by  long  experienoe, 
diat  the  dark  and  myfterious  proceedings  of 
that  Tribunal  are.  an  encouragement  t^  £iUe 
and  malicious  accufations,  the  fource  of  infinite 
difbrders  and  confuiions ;  and  that  its  exceflive 
rigors  anfwer  no  other  end,  but  to  ruin  fuck  as 
are  really  Chriftians,  and  to  render  thoie^  who 
are  not  U>,  hjrpocrites. 

This  fatal  effe£t  is  fo  notorious,  that,  as  tht^ 
Padre  obferves,  thofe,  who  are  really  guilty  of 
the  fads  laid  to  their  charge,  (land  a  much 
better  chance  of  obtaining  their  liberty,  than 
fuch  as  are  perfbdHly  innocent.  The  tbrmer» 
conTdous  of  their  cnmes,  find  it  the  (horteft 


*  I  have  often  heard  the  ilory  of  a  Poituguefe  Jew, 
who  Red  to  Holland  :  his  Father  had  beea  barat  alive  for 
judaifra.  This  man  had  not  yet  been  inili  ufted  in  the 
•  laMf  of  Mofes,  and  behaved  in  every  refpcft,  like  a  good 
CaxhoUc,  till  this  dr«adfnl  execntion,  when-  he  faw  his 
Father  expire  in  the  flaipcSt  with  the  conftancy  of  one  tii 
the  ancient  martyrs ;  which  made  fo  deep  an  impreflion  on 
him,  that  he  inllantly  conceived  fuch  an  averjlpo  to  the 
principles  of  Chriftianity,  as  to  determine  wit]i  himfelf  t^ 
reiKHince  it.  The  only  teafon  he  gave  ior  his  apoftacy» 
was,  that  a  Religion,  whic^i  authori;sed  fuchbarbari^q^' 
could  not  poflibly  be  good.  Had  this  uqhappy  man  kqowu 
btrt.half  as  much  of  the  Gofpel,  as  he  did  of  Popery,  liic 
nright  have  eaCly  fatisfy'd  himfelf,  that  the  former  teaches - 
no  fuch  cruel  maxims  ;  and  whatever  reproaches  he  may 
deferve  for  taking  fo  rafh  a  ftep,  the  heavieft  .charae  falji^ 
on  the-Inquilitors,  who  rais'd  fuch  violent  prejudices  id 
him  againft  a  Religion,  Which  breathes  nothing  but  lenity 
aod  xnercy. 

and 
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find  ivifeil  courfe  to  conftfs  immediately,  and 
to  put  on  a  (hew  of  repentance,  which,  they 
know,  will  procure  their  difcharge  in  the  firft 
Auto^  generally  with  a  very  flight  punifhment, 
and  fometimes  none  at  all,  except  wearing  a 
San  Benito ;  which  people  of  this  charader, 
who  have  nothing  to  lofe,  make  but '  little 
account  of.  For  it  is  to  be  noted,  as  the  fame 
Padre  adds,  that  Inquifitors,  notwithftanding 
their  ardent  zeal  for  the  Faith,  feldom  give 
themfelves  much  concern  about  thole,  from 
whom  nothing  is  to  be  got.  Whereas  the 
latter,  conicious  of  no  miidemeanor,  whereof 
the  Holy  Office  claims  cognizance,  languifh 
many  years  in  confinement,  and  at  length  are 
put  to  the  torture,  in  order  to  extort  a  coiifef- 
(ion.  Some  perfons  have  had  fuch  refolutiqp, 
.  that  ftothing  could  ever  induce  them  to  plead 
guilty.  Others  have  retraded  their  forced  cdni 
feilions,  the  inftant  th^  were  taken  off  the 
rack.  Too  many,  terrified  at  the  very  fight  of 
the  inftruments  of  torture,  have  accufed  them- 
felves of  crimes  which  never  entered  into  their 
thou^ts.  Every  one  of  thefe  unfortunate 
creatures,  if  they  efcape  with  their  lives,  arc 
fure  to  be  ftript  of  all  their  fubftance,  and,  to 
add  to  their  ami£ti6ns,  expofed  to  lafting  infa-* 
my,  more  bitt6r  to  a  generous  mind  than  death 
itfeif. 

Let  our  Man  of  Bufinefs  therefore  talk  no 
more  about  infulting  the  Portuguefe  Nation. 
Can  there  be  an  higher  inlult  than  to  fuppofe 
them  &>  divefted  of  humanity,  as  not  to  regard 

fuch 
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ifuch  horrid  proceedings  in  the  fame  liglu  that 
we  do,  and  not  to  look  with  equal  deteftation  oa 
thofe  Shocking  barbarities,  to  which  fuch  pro- 

,  digious  numbers  have  fallen  vidtims  ?  Manana, 
the  celebrated,  Spanifh  Hjftorian  *,  aflures  us, 
that  the  Inquifitors  caufcd  to  be  burnt,  in  Spain 
alone,  and  this  in  a  fliort  fpace  of  tim^  after 
its  eftabliftiment  in  that  kingdom,  upwards  of 
two  thoufand  New  ChrifHans,  that  is,  fuch  as 
Vere  of  a  Jewifli  race.  Jf  fuch  a  multitude 
were  put  to  this  cruel  death  in  fo  public  a  man- 
jier,  how  many  .more  muft  have  perifhed  in 

'fccret  dungeons,  or  been  deftroyed  by  other 
methods  ?  This  author  ingenuoufly  confefles, 
that  the  world  was  greatly  aftoniliied  at  fuch 
ieverities,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  this 
Tribunal  w;ere  totally  different  from  thofe  of 
all  other  Courts  of  Juflice  in  every  part  of  the 

'  globe ;  yet  Aill  he  extolls  them  as  laudable 
and  neceffary  j  for  which  he  appeals  to  the 
ialutaiy  cffefts  they  produced,  by  purging  the 
Xiation  of  Herefy  and  Judaifm,  and  thereby  pre-* 
Serving  the  Catholic  Faith  in  its  purity. 

The  Protefbnt  antagonift  of  Mr.  Boiycr, 
taken  notice  of  in  my  firfl  letter,  among  othec 
objcftions  to  his  account  pf  the  Inquifition  of 
Macerata,  calls  in  queflion  diEtt  part  of  it, 
wherein  we  have  fo  fhocking  a  defcription  of 
Ae  relcntlefs  temper  of  the  minifters  of  th^t 
Tribunal,     «  They  are,  fays  the  Hiflorian,,  fo 

.  •  The  fame  author  who  has  defended  the  lawfabeft 
<c/i  mprderiog  heietk  Princes. 
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entirely  divefted  of  humanity,  that,  whilft  the 
poor  ^vretches  are  groaning  under  agonies, 
greater  than  the  ftrongeft  imagination  can 
paint,  nay,  even  expiring  before  their  eyes, 
they  are  diverting  themfelves  with  the  idle 
chit-chat  of  the  town."—  Now  as  this  inllance 
difcovers  a  di^fition  more  inhuman  than  that 
of  the  moft  barbarous  lavages,  the  objedtor 
thinks  it  incredible,  and  gravely  afks,  whether 
Inquiiitors  are  not  human  creatures. 

For  my  own  part,  tho'  I  cannot  undertake 
for  the  veracity  of  Mr.  Bower's  narrative  in 
every  particular,  yet,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Holy  Office,  which  is 
governed  by  the  fame  maxims,  and  adls  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  every  where,  it  fufficiently 
appears,  from  the  evidence  already  produced, 
that  he  has  not  at  all  exaggierated  on  this  head. 
Inquifitors,  it  is  true,  are  fhaped  like  other 
men,  but  do  not  feem  to  have  the  fame  kind 
of  fouls  :  they  appear  as  little  affedted  with  the 
groans  and  agonies  of  their  fellow-creatures,  as 
the  racks  which  are  apply 'd  to  their  limbs. 
The  hearts  of  thefe  Ecclefiaftical  Judges  arc 
grown  quite  callous^  and,  like  thofe  of  butchers, 
lb  inur'd  to  fliedding  of  blood  and  the  iight  of 
mangled  carcaiTes,  as  to  have  loft  all  fenfibility. 
Perpetual  fccnes  of  diftrefs  and  horror  become 
fo  familiar  to  them,  that  what  would  rend  the 
very  heart-ftrings  of  other  men,  make  no  more 
impreflion  on  theirs,  than  on  a  piece  of  ada- 
mant. Indeed,  without  fuch  a  temper,  no  man 
is  rightly  qualify 'd  to  be  an  Inquifitor. 

To 
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:  To  convince  the  unprejudiced  (in  whicti 
Dumber  may  be  included  every  one,  who  is 
not  irrecoverably  immers'd  in  the  bottomlefa 
depths  of  Popery)  that  this  Is  the  genuine  cha- 
rafter  of  the  Minifters  of  that  Tribunal,  I  (hill 
quote  a  fev^r  remarkable  paflages  from  the  juftly 
isfteemed  Padre  Antonio  Vieirds  account  of  th^ 
Inquifition  of  his  own  country,  under  whofd 
tyranny  he  fo  long  groaned,  and  whofe  prifons 
he  compares  to  the  maniions  of  eternal  norron 
Thefe  paiGfages  I  tranicribed  from  an  original 
'manufcript  in  the  Library  of  a  Nobleaian  -at 
Lilbon ;  and  as  they  contain  fome  very  curious 
incidents,  which  have  never,  as  I  can  learn^ 
been  tranilated  either  into  our  6wn  or  any  other 
language,  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  meet  widi 
'A  favourable  reception,  and  make  the  fame  im- 
.preffion  on  every  humane  breaft  as  they  havd 
done  on  mine.  The  £a6ts  themfelves  are  incon- 
teflable  *^  and  told  with  that  noble  iimplicity 

which 


♦  As  to  the  aathentidty  of  the  paftages  here  refetr'd  to, 
I  think  it  neceflary  to  acquaint  the  Public,  that  there  are 
two  or  tbcee  original  xnanufcripts  extant,  in  the  Padre's 
o>wn  hand-vrritlng,  and  about  as  many  more  in  that  of  H 
Secretary  of  this  Tribunal,  who,  ftruck  with  horror  at 
.the  enormous  wicked nefs  he  there  difcovered,  efpecially  at 
the  unmerited  rufrerin&;s  of  the  Padre,  left  his  country,  and 
fled  to  Venice.  One  or  thefe  manufcripts,  properly  atteiled^ 
I  was  permitted  to  tranfcribe,  and  afterwards  compared  it 
/With  fevcral  copies,  in  the  libraries  of  fome  perfons  of 
diftinAion,  particularly  in  that  of  Doit  Joze  JBarbola^ 
R^ular  Canon  of  the  Order  of  Divine  Providence,  and  .of 
his  Brother,  Diogo  Barbofa,  author  of  the  Bibliothecd 
Portuguefa^  who,  I  believe,  is  ftill  living.     1  could  mcn- 

lioit 
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which  comes  from  the  heart.  Ererv  Word 
hreathcs  the  man  of  fenle,  the  Patriot,  and  the 
Chrillian.  But  I  muft  defer  gratitVing  your 
fcuriofity    till  my  next^  and,  ia  die  interim. 


LETTER        IV. 

SIR, 

I  Am  now  to  give  you  the  promifed  extraft 
from  the  honeft  Padre's  account  of  the  In- 
quifition  of  Portugal,  which  is  is  follows. 

^'  Two  circumilances  of  great  injuilice  and 
barbarity,  fiys  the  Padre,  are  here  to  be  noted  ; 
the  firil  refpedtiog  the  new  regulations  made 
by  the  Holy  Office  *  i  the  iecond  the  tedioufncfs 
of  the  Procefs,  which  is  fpun  out  to  fuch  an 
unreafonable  length,  as  would  tire  the  patienoe 
of  Job.  According  to  the  methods  pradtifed 
in  this  Tribunal,  the  moft  innocent  perfon 
living  is  never  fure  of  being  honourably  ac- 

.tbn  other  vonchert,  bat  thcTe,  I  tpprehend,  are  rufficienr. 
Moreover,  there  are  fome  Gentlemen,  now  in  Eu({Undp 
botb  natives  and  foreigners,  who  have  Teen  the  fume  manu- 
fcripts,  and  one  or  two,  as  I  am  well  informed,  who  have 
Jikewife  taken  oopfei. 

^  TlieTe  regulatiofis  were  made,  to  invalidate  flie  tefti- 
mony  of  New  Chrifiiaos  agiin(t  (he  ( j|4  onet,  wlio  were 
often  guilty  «f  the  fn<Ai  exccrabk  villAiiik«»,   which  ^^ 
Inquifiror^  fllyhtly  p^f^cd  over,  in^  ato;ujj!  «i(  ihn  puiityiQf   __ 
thdr  blood.     A  Aijking  ii.fV^ucc  will  be  ;M.(fi  iX  thMkSi'M 
one  of  the  following  kitei-».  ^ 

4  (}uttte4 
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:  for,  ihould  he  3X.  length  chance  to  ^ 
^charged,  after  ib  kmg  and  Hkotoub  a  cod' 
finement,  it  is  with  this  mortifying  circum- 
Aapce*  to  add  to  his  paft  fufferings,  that  both 
himfelf  and  all  his  delcendants  muA  remaia 
for  ever  infamous.  The  unfortunate  priibner 
Coo  well  knows,  that  he  muA  walk  in  a  public 
jiuto  de  ffy  drefled  up  in  the  mt^  vile  and 
contemptuous  habit,  with  his  head  fliaven  and 
bare,  a  flaming  torch  in  his  hand,  and  a  J^'d- 
mliar  at  his  lide ;  that,  with  all  thefe  marks 
Hii  reproach,  be  mull  Aand  as  a  Convid:,  and 
hear  a  fentence  thunder 'd  out  againft  him,  in 
the  prefence  of  thoufands,  which,  iho'  ever 
ib  feVere  and  unmerited,  mufl  be  received  a$ 
iQcrciful  and  equitable.  Such  treatment  alone, 
fiippofing  it  neither  preceded  nor  followed  with 
«ny  other  punKhment,  were  fufiicient  to  render 
die  pretended  Delinquent  completely  wretched, 
as  it  entails  on  him  and  his  whole  poilerity  the 
greateA  and  moil  indelible  infamy  that  can 
be&l  any  one  in  this  kingdom. 

For,  as  to  every  other  crime,  tho'  legally 
proved,  and  ever  &>  enormous,  the  dii^race 
attending  it,  has  at  length  a  period,  and  is  no 
more  remembered;  but  that  imputed  to  one 
of  this  unfortunate  race,  tho'  ever  fo  falfe  and 
ill-grounded,  carries  with  it  eternal  reproach, 
againA  which,  no  human,  nor,  as  it  fliould 
ieem,  even  divine  relief  is  to  be  expetfted.  For 
tho'  the  Almighty  may  be  pleafed  to  remove 
the  fufferer,  his  pretended  crime  is  flilt  on  re- 
cord, and  not  only  his  memory  remains  for 
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t^er  blafted,  but  even  his  innocent  childrefi^ 
tho'  nothing  new  be  laid  to  their  charge,  are 
cenfured  and  vilify 'd,  as  much  as  their  deceafed 
Parent.  Oh  !  tfiou  Father  of  mercy,  and  God 
of  all  confblation  !  what  kind  of  pity  or  com« 
pafiion  is  diis,  which  the  Holy  Office  fo  much 
boafts  of !  What  heart  is  there,  tho'  ever  fo 
obdurate,  except  that  of  an  Inquiiitor,  which 
will  not  melt  at  fuch  a  fcene  of  diftrefs !  To 
behold  not  only  the  Principals  themfelves  {o 
unjuftly  and  cruelly  treated,  but  even  thofe  yet 
unborn  liable  to  the  fame  perfecutions ;  not 
for  any  offence  committed  by  their  parents, 
(which,  had  they  been  proved  really  guilty  of, 
the  infaiily  perhaps  might  feem,  in  fome  de-» 
gree,  authorized  by  Law)  but  only  becaufe 
they  have  a  fingle  drop  of  Jewifh  blood  in 
them,  whilfl  all  the  red  is  allowed  to  be  of 
the  mofl  untainted  and  illuflrious  origin  ! 

Say,  ye  inflexible  Guardians  of  the  Faith,  if 
it  be  a  crime  in  thofe  of  this  race,  to  have  a 
fingle  drop  of  fuch  impure  blood  in  their  vein8» 
why  do  ye  not  charge  it  on  the  Sovereign  Lord 
of  nature,  whofe  pleafure  it  was  to  infufe  it  P 
Among  fo  many  thoufands,  who  are  appre- 
hended on  this  account,  is  it  poflible  that  there 
ihould  not  one  man  be  found,  who,  for  his 
perfonal  virtues,  deferves  to  be  difcharged  with 
nonor,  or  at  Icafl,  without  infamy  ?  Dreadful 
mercy  of  Inquifitors !  How  bitter  mufl  it  be  to 
any  man  of  fpirit,  much  more  to  one  diftin- 
guifhed  for  his  fortune,  birth,  and  quality,  to 
lee  himfelf  ihunned   like  infe£txon>  wi 

£  ha^ 
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having  done  ^the  leaft  thing  to  merit  fuch 
opjuobious  treatment,  or  offended  even  va 
thou;::ht !  What  aronies  of  mind  muft  he  un- 
dergo,  on  thefe  occafioas,  fo  far  as  to  be  drivea 
to  defperation,  unlefs  he  has  an  extraordinary 
affillance  of  divine  Grace,  to  fupport  him  un- 
der iiich  Icvere  trials ! 

As  Liberty  is  Iweet  on  any  terms,  and  even 
the  Gallies  themielves  are  a  Paradiie,  when 
compared  to  the  dreary  Cells  of  the  Inquifition^ 
where  every  kind  of  rigor  is  put  in  pradxe, 
which  can  render  life  a  burden,  without  any 
inter\'al,  or  the  leall  alleviation,  nothing  is 
more  natiu-al  than  for  one,  confined  in  inch  a 
prilbn,  to  with  with  the  utmofl  anxiety  for 
the  next  Aito  defe^  which,  tho'  a  bitter  reme- 
dy 9  is  the  only  one  that  can  afford  him  any 
proipect  of  relief.  But  even  this  miferabfe 
comfort  is  deny*d  him.  The  wretch  fits  figh* 
ing  and  pining  away,  within  his  gloomy  dun- 
geon, in  expectation  of  the  iblemn  day>  when 
he  fhall  be  permitted  to  behold  once  more  the 
light  of  the  fun,  to  breathe  frefh  w,  and  to 
chear  his  eyes  with  the  fight  of  his  dear  fiiends 
and  relations.  The  long-wilh*d-for  day  at 
length  comes :  it  pailes  away  ;  and  the  wretch 
lliU  remains  in  the  fame  doleful  fituation. 
Still  he  Hatters  himielf,  that  lus  Judges,  tho^ 
hidierto  fo  inexorable,  will  at  lafl  begin  to 
relent,  and,  touched  with  his  unutterable  dif^ 
trefies,  vuuLhi'afe  to  call  him  before  their  aw- 
ful Tribunal,  if  not  to  acquit  him,  at  leaft  to 
acquaint  him  with  the  caufe  of  his  detention. 

Anbdier 


Another  ^ato  comes,  ni'.d  mere  than  a  year 
elap.l--,  before  he  can  cb:i:n  2  :*.:vor,  wliich, 
in  j'cv  .fiar  Courts,  is  never  refu/c.i  i.-^  Cne  vilcll 
mb'creants,  that  if,  of  being  heard  >  and  Uicn 
perhaps,  at  a  time  when  he  is  kail  prcpnrcd 
for  I'uch  an  audience,  having  alnioll  laid  aiide 
ati  hopes,  he  is  ordered  to  make  his  appear- 
ance, at  a  moment's  warning,  not  to  give  him 
die  fiighteft  information,  but  only  to  prefs  hini 
to  acknowlege  a  crime,  every  circumlUnce 
whereof  they  conceal  from  him,  and  which  he 
cannot  charge  himfelf  with,  even  though  thcv 
laid  bc&re  him  the  names  and  denofitions  of 
his  aocnfcES*  He  aniwcrs,  as  he  had  always 
done,  that  he  is  not  confcious  of  any  ot^ence* 
which  ^lis  under  their  Lordlhips  cognizance. 
They  repeat  the  iuac  interrogatories  feveral 
times,  and  he  Aill  recorns  the  lame  anfwers  $ 
upon  which,  they  fend  him  back  to  his  cell. 

Thus  they  keep  the  prilbner  in  a  liate  of 
fu^)encei  more  dreadful,  if  pollible,  tl^an  his 
apfHoaching  doom,  which  he  has  not  the  leait 
item  of,  tiji  the  very  eve  of  another  yft</0, 
when  thcfs  mercilefe  Judge;  order  him  to  be 
put  on  the  rack,  to  extort  from  his  o«'n  mouth 
vrhat  cannot  be  proved  by  veiCneues.  Oh  1 
diat  I  were  able  to  give  feme  faint  idea  of  that 
variety  irf"  tortures,  which  the  milerable  victims 
are  here  forced  to  fuller !  But  no  ia..gjagc  can 
reprefent  fuch  a  complicated  ictne  of  horrors. 
'Tis  utterly  impcihble  for  any  words  to  defcribe, 
which  01  ilicm  is  the  moll  cruel  and  irihuman^^^ 
eveiy  oae  a  fb  ezquifife  in  its  kind,  as  to  fur-'  / 
E  2  pafi  V 
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pafs  all  imagination.  In  this  extremity  of  an- 
guilh,  when  the  tender  frame  ts  torn^  as  it 
were,  in  pieces;  when  it  feels  at  every  pore 
thfe  fharped  pangs  of  death,  and  the  ^(^onizing 
foul  is  jufl  ready  to  leave  its  manfion,  the  Mi- 
Xiifters  of  the  Holy  Office  look  on,  without 
emotion,  and  calmly  advife  the  poor  forlorn 
creature,  whilft  under  the  Executioner's  hands, 
to  confefs  his  guilt ;  on  which  condition,  they 
promife,  that  he  may  not  only  exped:  a  par- 
don,  but  be  pern^itted  to  return  home  to  his 
family.  Alas  !  what  numbers^  overcome  by 
the  violence  of  thefe  tortures,  have  been  in- 
duced to  accufe  themfelves  of  crimes  they  never 
thought  of  I 

When  young  Vir^s  have  the  misfortune 
of  being  delivered  into  the  hsuids  of  thefe  tor- 
jTientors,  which  is  frequently  the  cafe;  their 
cloaths  are  all  ftript  off,  and  nothing  put  on, 
to  cover  their  nakednefs,  but  a  pair  of  coarie 
canvas  drawers.  In  this  condition  they  are 
fixed  on  the  rack,  with  very  little  regard  either 
to  the  tendernefs  and  delicacy  of  their  fex,  or 
even  to  common  decency.  Plow  many  of 
thefe  poor  creatures,  merely  from  a  fenfe  of 
fhame,  have  rather  choien  to  plead  guilty  to 
the  falfeft  accufations,  than  to  have  their 
modefty  thus  expofed  and  treated  in  fo  bmtal 
a  manner  1  As  (hocking  as  this  account  may 
appear,  God  is  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  it. 

To  confirm  what  I  have  been  faying  on  this 

head,   I   fhall  here   relate  a  particular .  cafe, 

which  xnay  ferve  as  a  ftriking  inflance  of  the 

6  inhuman 
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inhuman  proceedings  of  this  Tribunal.  I  (hall 
mention  the  names  of  the  very  peribns  whom 
it  concerhSy  as  I  can  now  do  it,  without  appre- 
hending^ any  danger.  This  cafe  was  published 
in  the  Auto  de  fe^  held  at  Evora^  on  the  iSth 
of  April,  1660. 

Maria  da  CcnceifaOy  born  in  the  town  of 
EflramoZy  daughter  of  Manoel  Scares  Pereira^ 
ffill  living  at  her  brother's  at  Llibon,  had  been 
apprehended^  with  two  of  her  Sifters,  all  three 
being  unmarried,  and  came  out  of  prifbn  in 
the  fame  Auto,  acquitted  of  the  crime  laid  to 
her  charge,  which  was  a  vehement  fufpicion 
of  Judaifm,  whereof  (he  made  her  abjuration 
in  form.  As  the  proofs  againft  this  young 
Oentkwoman  were  far  from  fatisfadlory,  and 
nothing  could  be  drawn  from  her  own  mouth ; 
the  Inquiiitors  ordered  her  to  be  put  on  the 
rack,  where  having  almofl  got  the  better  of 
the  firft  tortures,  (thefe  are  the  very  words  of 
the  fentence)  (he  was  at  length  overcome  with 
dieir  violence,  and  confeflcd  to  the  v/holc 
charge.  The  cords  were  immediately  ilacken- 
cd,  and  the  officers,  taking  her  down  fr^mi 
the  rack,  put  on  her  cloath^,  and  Ciirricci  hc;r 
back  to  her  cell ;  from  whence,  a-,  Oym  as  (he 
had  recovered  the  ufc  cf  her  limb^,  Oic  wa> 
brought  before  the  Tribunal,  to  ratify  h',r  a^n- 
fefiion.  She  anfwcrcd  the  J^^rd^.  Inq -jifitor;, 
dial  every  thing  fhc  had  faid,  v.hiift  un  Icr 
tl:c  Execut5''>r-er's  hzrAi,  wa,  abJ>.!*-V;>/ -aiit:  j 
th2t  ihe  VTi:,  and  er':r  ha.^  Sctn  '<i  :.-...:rc 
ChrJljsa ;  aad  that  her  cvnftiTion  Vj  t:.*:  '..'/n- 
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trary  had  been  extorted  from  her,  by  the  ex-r 
tremity  of  the  toiinents,  wherein  iho  found 
herfelf  juft  expiring.  On  hearing  this,  they 
ordered  her  to  be  put  again  on  the  rack,- which 
being  as  effedlually  apply'd  as  before,  ih^ibnk 
9gain  under  its  violence ;  and,  in  order  to  fave 
her  life,  made  the  fame  confeffion,  which  was 
taken  down  in  writing,  whilil  her  limbs  were 
flill  ftretching  with  the  cords.  This  being 
done,  flje  v(3s  once  more  taken  down,  and 
carried  to  her  cell :  and  as  foon  as  fhe  w;)^  in 
8  condition  to  appear  before  the  Tribunal,  they 
commanded  her  to  ratify  her  firft  and  fejond 
confefijons.  She  flill  pcrfifted  in  the  kr.,c  an- 
swer, and  had  now  fo  much  courage  as  to 
add,  that,  were  they  to  rack  her  an  hundred 
times,  fhe  ihould  always  aft  in  the  fame  man- 
ner>  until  (he  expired,  or  at  leaft  fo  long  as 
God  fliould  afford  her  ftrength  to  fupport  the 
torments :  that  their  cruel  treatment  and  her 
pwn  frailty  might  pofiibly  force  her  again  to 
confefs  what  fhe  was  perfedlly  innocent  of,  yet, 
the  moment  flie  was  tpken  oiF  the  rack,  flie 
would  never  ratify  what  had  been  thus  extorted 
from  her.  She  fartlier  entreated  their  Lord- 
Oups  to  take  her  cafe  into  ferious  confideration, 
«nd  to  undeceive  thcmftlves,  as  flie  affurc4 
them,  in  the  moft  pathetic  terms,  that  tiiis 
vras  her  £nal  refolution,  and  that  all  the  tor- 
ments in  the  world  fhould  never  induce  her  tq 
niter  it.  The  unrelenting  Inqiiifitors  were  fq 
iiitle  affedled  at  what  fhe  laid,  that  they  in-: 
JUntly  commanded  her  to  be  i^ked  a  third 
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time,  which,  as  the  fcntence  itfelf  declares,  Ihc 
underwent  ^^ith  an  amazing  conrtnncy. 

For  this  heinous  crime  of  refnlin^  to  ratify 
lier  confeffions,  whereof  (he  now  ilood  con- 
"vi&cdj  and  having  thrice  borne  the  torture  ♦ 
fhe  was  condemned  to  be  whipt  through  th': 
public  ftreets  by  the  common  hangman,  ami 
rficn  to  be  banilhed,  for  ten  years,  to  the  Iflarfd 
t){  Principe  -f-.  This  fentence  was  'pronouncbd 
againft  Ker,  when  (he  came  out  in  the  Auto  de 
,  je^  with  her  two  Sifters,  who  had  iikcwilc 
been  accufed  of  Judaifm.  Is  it  pofliblc  to  read 
this  account  without  indignation  and  horror  ? 
Merciful  God  !  an  innocent  young  Gentle- 
woman, whipt  through  the  ftrccts,  by  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman,  and  then 
bani(hed  to  fo  wretched  a  place  a<?  the  Ifland 
of  Principe,  for  ten  years,  after  liaving  been 
fo  long  confin'd  in  fuch  a  difmal  prifon,  thrice 
put  on  the  rack,  and  almoft  tortured  to  death ! 

In  the  fame  AutOj  came  out  one  /IndrH 
FrancifcCj  a  native  of  Villa  vicio^n,  who,  on 
hearing  the  (cntence  before-mentioned,  could 
not  forbear  faying,  that  he  thought  it  too 
rigorous.  The  Familiar,  appr^int'rd  to  guard 
him,  overhearing  thcfc  prcrumptuon'^,  words, 
inftantly  went  and  acquainted  the  Irjqui/itors, 
who  were  then  fitting  with  the  ceremony  ufual 
Off  diefe  folemn  occafions.     I'he  dciwvjuent 

•  Accordirg  to  the  rjifc:  of  ihc  Inf: .!  Vion,  r.o  or.c  can 
be  tortured  mere  th^in  thrice. 

hibiui  by  Ncgroei. 
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before  them,  and  rebuked  in  the 
ms.     They  told  him,  that,  were  it 
c»mpaiBon  for  what  he  had  already 
hey  woyld  remand  him  back  to  his 
\  for  his  unparallcU'd  impudence  in 
juftice  of  their  fentence  in  quefUon. 
fee,  that  even  an  inadvertent  word, 
,p  of  the  tongue,  is  highly  criminal 
i  of  tills  Tribunal,  and  liable  to  fatal 
:es. 

ve  have  given  the  hiftory  of  this  un- 
young  woman,  Jet  us  alfo  mention 
her  three  fifters,  as  related  by  their 
:r,  now  deceaied.     The  cafe  is  well 
notice,  as  it  was  attended  with  very 
:  circurnftances. 
[ther  of  thefe  three  young  women 

dwgbters^   and  whkh  xhc  iccoi;a  ;    whereof 

being  infonned  hj  the  ircinWii^jj  pa':ciu»  ihcy 

took  away  thelc  two,  and  left  the  \\ningcll.   . 

In  this  llrange  manner  the  Einililu  Ics  of  the 

Holy  Otnce  proceeded.     Novw  as  thou};ht  is 

free,   the  Father  prelumed,    (and,   1  believe^ 

not  without  good  reafon)  that  the  witnclTcs, 

who  had  fworn  againll  liis  three  daughters, 

were  fo  little  acquainted  with  their  pciibn^t 

that  they  only  knew  tlic  name  of  the  cidcfti 

and  were  ignorant  how  many  daughters  he 

really  had ;  but  taking  it  for  granted,  that  he 

had  no  more  than  three  in  all,  ugaintl  tlicle 

they  fwore,    fpecifying,    in   their  dc|K)litioai9 

yoanna  Baptijla^  and  her  two  fidcrs. 

The  forrowful  Father  likcwife  coiijeflurcd, 
on  the  fame  grounds,  than  which  nothing 
could  be  more  probable,  that,  tlic  mandate  of 
the  Holy  Office  being  drawn  up  in  tlicfc  tcrmfi» 
the  Familiars,  fmding  four  ullers,  inRcad  of 
three,  feized  only  on  yoa?i?ia  liaptijla^  about 
whom  there  could  be  no  doubt,  as  her  name 
wa3  exprefbly  mentioned ;  afid,  being  not  n 
little  embarrafTcd  at  meeting  with  one  {\{Ux 
more  than  they  expected,  did  not  t^ikc  away 
the  other  tivo,  till  the  Tribufial  had  cjctcr- 
mined,  which  were  the  two  fpcr.ifyVI. 

As  th:5  poor  man  w^%  w>ntlnu'il!y  ruminating 
on  an  incidcrit  which  h  nrjjriy  (/>n<A7i,vA  film, 
t'irir.g,  no  douLt,  \:^u'^^:cii\)»\y  grirvyl  ?^^  fcemjj 
hii  bcl^ve-'l  ci'iii-rlrcn   this  vi.'/l/:ririy  f/'/rn  Uom 

-..r.ct  hjxi,  2ti  It  fiWt  C/ ':/'.;/  \»^.:U,%  ^/;  roflec- 
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rion,  that  the  fifteen  or  twenty  days  which  had 
elapfed,  from  the  apprchenfion  of  the  firft 
.daughterj  were  Ipcnt  by  rfie  Inquifitors,  in  re- 
examining the  witneffes,  to  tind  out  which  were 
the  two  other  daughters,  igainft  whom  they 
hxi  depofcd ;  and  that  thcfc  witneffes,  feeing 
tlKmfe]ves  in  danger  of  being  deteftcd  of  wil- 
fiil  peijury,  in  cafe  they  faulter'd,  had  no  other 
remedy  to  get  off,  but  by  agreeing  with  each 
other  to  fwear,  that  they  were  trife  t<vo  eldeft 
daughters  }  and  diefe  were  accordingly  after- 
wards apprehended,  tho*  not  fpeci^d  by  name 
in  the  mandate ;  as  the  Familiars,  we  find,  en 
Tchirning  to  the  houfe,  only  enquired  for  the 
ddeft,  and  tooic  no  notice  of  the  youngefti 
xtho  efcaped  on  this  occafion,  for  no  other 
fcafon,  but  becaiife  the  witneHes  did  not  know 
Aat  the  iiftiers  were  four  in  number  j  which 
ji\a&  they  been  acquainted  with,  the  youngeft, 
fn  all  probabiUty,  would  have  {hared  the  fame 
fete,  as  it  was  full  as  eafy  to  ftvear  againft  four, 
as  :^ainfl:  three. 

-  All  this,  it  is  true,  was  only  the  forrowful 
Father's  furmife,  and  therefore  not  pditivcly 
afErmed  j  but,  could  we  get  a  fight  of  the 
&crct  proce^,  It  would  foon  appear,  how  well 
grounded  his  conjeftures  were.  Nothing  in- 
deed feems  more  evident,  than  that  the  informa-r 
tiop  was  laid  againfl  three  young  unmarried 
women,  of  retired  lives  and  good  repute,  to 
whom,  as  the  Inquifitors  might  have  eafily  per- 
ceived, the  informants  were  nich  utter  ftmngers,' 
as  not  only  to  be  ignorant  of  their  names, 

but 
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but  even  of  the  real  number  of  iiftcrs ;  con&- 
quently  the  whole  charge  ought  to  have  beiai 
looked  upon  as  a  mod  wiqked  and  malicious 
combination.  Yet  ^e  depofitions  of  fuch  zni£- 
-  creants  as  thefe,  £3  manifeflly  perjured,  whidi 
would  not  only  have  been  rejedted^  but  fcverely 
puniihed  in  any  other  Court,  were  judged  a 
Efficient  motive  for  dragging  thefe  virtuous 
Maids  from  their  Father's  houfe,  and  treating 
the  unfortunate  Maria,  in  the  manner  already 
related.  Every  particular  here  mentione4  may 
be  gathered  plainly  enough  from  the  circuni- 
ftances  of  the  fadts  themfelves,  as  well  as  from 
the  fentencc,  which  was  read  at  the  Auta 
d^  fiy   when  the  three  fifters  were  brought 

forth." 

Thus  far  have  I  tranfcribed  from  our  honeft 
Padre,  who,  I  think,  paints  the  Inquifition  in 
Kvelier  colors  than  tiny  thing  I  ever  liw.  The 
prefent  inftance,  without  diipute,  difcovers  fuch 
a  complication  of  injuftice,  cruelty,  and  glaring 
perjury,  as  can  no  where  be  paralleU'd,  but  in 
the  Tribunal,  where  the  horrid  fcene  was  laid. 
The  (mly  remark  I  fhall  make  here,  is,  th^ 
the  Inquifitors  of  Portugal,  as  the  hiftory  ci 
their  ordinary  proceedings  evince,  held  out 
their  iron  rod,  with  fo  little  referve,  or  regard 
to  appearances,  till  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
laft  century,  that  they  made  no  myftery  of 
what  thofe  were  to  expert,  both  within  and 
without  the  walls  of  their  prifons,  who  (hould 
fall  under  their  lafh.  As  their  power  was  un- 
controuled^  they  judged  it  beneath  tlicir  dig- 
nity 
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nity  to  conceal  entirely  from  the  world  what 
fpzead  fuch  terror  through  the  whole  kingdom, 
and  made  them  to  be  reverenced,  outwardly  at 
leafl,  as  the  miniilers  of  divine  vengeance. 
From  hence  we  may  account  for  the  publica- 
tion, even  by  themfelves,  of  Ibch  things,  as, 
one  would  be  apt  to  think,  they  ihould  have 
endeavoured  to  bury,  if  poflible,  in  eternal 
oblivion,  were  it  only  to  avoid  the  univerfal 
odium,  which  fuch  inhuman  practices  muft 
naturally  raife. 

The  inconveniences,  rcfulting  from  tiiis 
waot  of  precaution,  were  fo  vifible,  that  at 
length  they  found  it  expedient  to  be  upon 
their  guard,  and  of  late  have  grown  more 
Wary.  An  impenetrable  veili  as  far  as  their 
artifices  can  make  it  fo,  is  now  thrown  over 
every  diing  wluch  pafTes  within  their  walU. 
The  principal  delinquents  are  efiefluallyfilenc- 
ed  at  the  flake :  and  as  to  others,  their  oath  of 
lecrccy,  and  the  perpetual  dread  they  live  in, 
generally  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe.  Yet  ftil! 
fomething  always  tranlpires  j  but  woe  to  the 
man  who  is  detedled.  It  is  often  fatal  to  pry 
too  clofely  into  thefe  myfteries  pf  iniquity,  or 
even  to  afk  a  fimple  queftion. 

At  prefent,  as  ftir  as  I  could  gather  from  all 
the  printed  lifts  of  the  Attcs  I  have  examined, 
nothing  is  ever  mentioned  in  them,  but  the 
names,  ages,  qualities,  crimes,  and  fentences 
of  the  prifoners :  as  to  their  real  guilt,  the 
form  of  trial,  and  equity  of  the  proceedings, 
we  arc  left  wholly  in  the  dark;  and  tho'  thp 
Public 
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C^riftiam  than  the  Inquifitors  themftlves.  Of 
this  there  are  ibdie  glaring  inftances,  atteded 
hf  the  Holy  Office  itlelf,  feveral  years  after 
the  executions  of  the  pretended  Criminals. 

I  have  obferved,  that  the  name  of  an  Old 
Qiriftian  now  and  then  appears  in  the  lid  ^ 
but  whatever  the  nature  of  his  crime  may  be, 
be  has  no  great  reafon  to  complain  of  his 
Judges  feverity*  Of  their  extraordinary  lenity 
to  this  pure  sind  undefiled  race,  I  jfhall  take 
an  opportunity  to  give  you  a  moft  remarkable 
infliance^  In  the  interimi  let  us  return  to  the 
.  Satyrical  Reviewer,  and  fee  what  he  fays  about 
the  fequel  of  an  Autd  de  fe  :  but  this  I  muft 
poilpone  to  my  next^  and  am,  &c. 

#lfc— 1— — ^  mill  lit  I    ■■!  I  I  I  ■  ■      n 

LETTER       V. 
SIR, 

AS  you  have  had  a  view  of  the  prifoner  rri 
his  cell,  and  can  form  fome  uiea  of  his 
treatment  within  the  walls  of  the  Holy  Office  > 
as  yo«  have  followed  him  through  the  procei^^ 
iion  of  an  Auto  de  fe^  and  fcen  him  delivered 
up  to  the  fecular  arm  ;  you  can  do  no  lefs  than 
attend  him  to  the  flake,  where  this  religious 
ceremcMiy  always  ends. 

Immediately  after  the  Reviewer's  apology 
for  the  proceedings  of  the  Inquifition,  v/e  are 
favoured  with  the  copy  of  a  letter,  which  is 
iaid  to  have  been  wrote  by  a  Merchant  of  the 
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Lii^iili.  J  .i.;tjrv  x.  Liibon.  lome  rear's  ago, 
vAu^mi:  v.-i  ii-v.i  ;.  ni:nutL  accoun:  o:  mc  cjie- 
ci!i:;:i  «;'  il:.  pcriun-  :  p---  o;  r.'icic  ,  .111c  of 
v.'iion.,  i:  irem,,  wai  *:  ;;-..'  v^;j:-  c-.-.^-urr) 
hac  till  liivo:  a:  bfinr:  frraiipiccl.  b:;rhrf  :hey 
WLTE  -:;miiiiK=:-  tc  in;  namsj ,  :Jii  ;i:;is: .  ^'.mj- 
victKL  of  _lu:iiiin-^.  v/iiuih  hi  ncriilici  ie  tc* 
tiu:  iaft.  var  hum',  aiivc 

"V^'iiL'i.  yni;  rca::  tiiU  ictK',  !  hi-i^LM-r.  voo 
Trill  CirifV'dir  I'uib-i..  tna:  :nc  vrrcr  ;-  ihe 
i-'sr}-  iacntica!  n::rijr-  vi:r.  dw.  Man  o:  iJuancli, 
or  a:  i=aF.  acai:  1::  ui:  larni  k;:ic  o:  .Ticr^han- 
dizt :  Kr  iu;-£:',  nam  bu:  l  F'jpiiJ.  Pncf:  i^iuid 
be  capabk  of  wrning,  in  lucb  terms,  on  « 
iibtecc,  the  vsrv  reading  a:'  which  iVecz-ct  the 
bJood  whh  harrar.  We  mcx-  icirr,.  however, 
out  important  I'ecrc:  tt'om  thi  .■:,->:ucnt>  U  thi? 
letter,  which  miif:  dvt  n:'  fm^..  car.i.iiuriao 
x-o  the  good  people  oi'  F^.£:i:;n-^.  It  is  k.  long 
iince  fag?oL^  have  biared  ir  Smithficid,  on  s 
reiigi'.iut  a:-.j;iLn:.  that  ih;  --ui'iom  a:  birning 
people  LL'te,  n^v  nrw  iccn  a  yzm  tcr/ihie 
thing  in  idea  ;  Ww  our  MuH  of  Bu^nc^is,  wha 
aEifled  on  the  Ipo:;  and  izv.  :hc  wrcich  evnipc 
JD  the  flames^  ha.-  au-.r^i  \^,  ih:::.  ir;  t:rc^ 
there  i&  not  near  i':  n-.a;;,  ::;  ;;  a»  )u;7i;  ;j;-  anc 
t'j  imagine.  A^  no  r-.-/.-.  i-i-n  tTir,ic  up  to 
hif  own,  and  tiic  picture  nc  h;i»  d:-vvr.,  js  :o 
iivdy  and  natural,  ih-:  -:  ivr.:;iii  W  6::r.z.  h'm 
^vrong  to  attempt  iuit:.:.z  ^  -iicit  :'r.i:.^  .1  1:, 
iki;e  hie  accjur.L  a.-  l"cj„;-<Ai.; 

"  The  fire,  lays  he,  br;.-.^  ict  t;-  t:.-;  -'-;;  of 
vi'jod,  aad  i\iiz^  roui;^  hioD,  i:  c^:.^.'''  ^~-^ 
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ipread  itfcif  immediately  into  one  great  blaze  j 
whereupon  the  hapiefs  wretch  pnfhed  forth  a 
moft  enormous  fliriek,  which  prefcntly  was 
drowned  by  the  loud  echoes  of  the  frighted 
pitying  multitude,  and  never  more  perceived. 
.This  complicated  fcene  of  mingled  wqes  and 
paffions  had  an  effeft  upon  mc,  fo  ftrangely 
full  of  defolation,  (tloefe  are  the  words  of  ihe 
letter)  that  I  fcarcc  knew  how  I  kept  on  my 
legs. — Not  that  I  then  conceived,  or  even  now 
fuppofe,  that  the  pain  this  miferable  mortal 
felt,  was  nigh  fo  great  as  the  appearance  of  it. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  my  firm  opinion,  that, 
excluiive  of  the  horror  in  the  apparatus,  and 
external  affemblage,  the  Criminal  endured  but 
little  more  than  they  did  who  were  ftrangled. 
For,  as  the  faggots  and  fiirzes,  on  which  he 
was  placed,  were  intermixed  with  pitch,  tar, 
rofin,  and  every  kind  of  hafty  combuftibic, 
which  might  inftantly  difpatch  him,  as  in  faft 
they  did,  the  fire  took  in  every  part  at  once, 
accompanied  with  thick  and  ardent  clouds  of 
burning  fmokc,  which  muft  have  fuflbcated 
him,  by  the  time  he  could  well  be  fenfible  of 
the  flames,  and  thcfe,  in  two  or  three  minutes, 
confumcd  the  vidtim,  ftakc,  and  fewel  itfcif, 
burning  with  fuch  amazing  ficrcenefs,  that, 
for  fume  time,  it  would  have  been  as  much 
as  any  one's  life  was  worth  to  approach  the 
pile,  even  at  the  diftancc  of  fevcral  yards." 

To  this  curious  letter  the  Satyrift  adds  the 

following  judicious   refledtions,     which   feem 

pretty  much  of  a  piece  with  the  letter  hfelf. 

«  Such, 
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^^  Such,  fays  he,  is  the  whole  fundtton  then 
pf  an  Auto  defe^  little  more  or  left  j  of  which 
I  have  here  given  fo  circumllantial  a  detai^, 
chiefly  for  this  reafon,  that,  by  timely  removal 
of  grofs  ignorahce  of  fadts,  tod  fenfeiefs  pre- 
judices, the  reader  m^y  be  more  at  leifure,  and 
more  qualify *d  to  judge  for  hinoifelfj  and  diftin- 
guifh  plain  unbiaued  truth  from  partiality  and 
impofture." 

Whatever  notion  fbme  may  conceive  of  the 
righteous  proceedings  of  the  Inquifition,  and  of 
^e  Sa^rift's  candor  and  impartiality  in  de- 
icribing  an  Auto  de  fe^  he  has,  it  mud  be 
owned,  taken  a  moft  effcdual  method  to  re-- 
move  our  prejudices,  with  regard  to  the  fcem- 
ingly-unmerciful  cuftom  of  burning  people 
alive  }  yet,  after  all  that  can  be  faid  in  its 
favor,  fuch  is  the  obflinacy  of  Proteflants,  that 
I  have  not  yet  met  with  a  fmgic  perfon  among 
them,  who  can  thoroughly  reconcile  himfdf 
to  it,  tho*  the  ceremony  fliould  be  jxrrformcd 
in  ever  i^  expeditious  a  manner.  'I'is  really 
aftonifhing,  ^er  fo  convincing  a  proofs  that 
any  man  fhould  have  the  Icafl:  fcruplc  remain- 
ing  in  fb  plain  a  cafe.  This  kind  of  execution, 
it  feems,  cofls  no  more  than  one  enormous 
Ihriek,  and  the  pain  is  all  over,  at  lead  in  this 
world  ;  for,  as  to  the  next,  and  th(^le  cvcrlaft* 
ing  flames,  which  delinquents,  put  to  death  in 
this  manner,  are  always  fuppofed  to  be  con*- 
figned  to,  'tis  a  point  not  quite  fo  clear,  tho' 
implicitly  believed,  as  an  article  o[  1  aitb,  by 
every  found  Catholic 
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Now  what  is  the  ufeful  infei^nce,   which 
may  be  drawn  from  a  matter  of  faft,  which 
we  are  now  fo  well  acquainted  with  ?   The 
thing  is  obvious  to  tlie  meaneft  capacity^  aud 
no  one  can  plead  invincible  ignorance,  after 
Jfajch  friendly  notice.     Should  the  Holy  OiHce, 
or  any  other  Court  of  the  fame  nature,   be 
ever  eftablifhcd  in  this  liland,  it  is  eafy,  we 
find,    to  contrive  matters  fb,  that  £hoj[jb  con- 
vx&ed  Heretics  and  Jews,   who  will  not  re- 
npunce  their  errors  at  the  flake^   and  confe- 
quently  have  no  claim  to  the  grace  of  being 
Brft   flrangled,    may  be  inllantly  put  out  of 
pain,  and  confumed  to  aflies  in  a  few  mo- 
ineQts.     This,  I  fay,  may  be  done,  and,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  would  be  the  Cafe ;   unlefs  per- 
hj^p^  the  wind  fliould  chance  to  ict  a  contrary 
way,  as  fometimes  happened  to  our  Biihops 
ana  others,  in  the  golden  days  oi  Queen  Mary^ 
whofe  memory  will  be  ever  precious  to  the  pa^- 
trons  and  defenders  of  the  Inquifition.     In  her 
lifign^  the  Priefts  exprcfs'd  the  fame  kind  of 
pity,  and  look'd  on  with  the  fame  cQoInefs,  as. 
o^r  Satyrill  did  at  tlie  poor  Jew,  whilil  the 
c)l)ftinate  Dotards  were  broiling  in  thq  flaoies. 
:    But^   fuppofmg  this  di^lici^Ity  could  be  got 
over,  as^  I  think,  it  eaiily  n>ight,  by  taking 
Ibme  fuch  expedient  as  the  mghted  pitying 
yipltitude  of  Lifbon  have  frequently  done,  on 
fioiilar  occafions^  that  is,  by  tiirowing  a  billet 
of.  wood  or  large  flone  at  tlie  fuiFerer*s  head, 
ftiyi  putting  an  end  to  his  lingering  torments^ 
by  dafhing  out  his  brains  y  yet  dill  t\yg  pby^c^ 

tions 
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tiohs  riemain'' even  againft  the  moft  expeditious 
inediod,  which  weigh  fo  much  with  thofe  td 
whom  I  propofcd  it,  diat  they  think,  we  ought 
not  to  be  over  fond  of.  feeing  it  put  in  praftice; 
The  firft  is,  that,  as  our  Catholic  brethren  to» 
tally  exclude  us  from  the  kingdom  of  Heaven^ 
we  fh&uld  endeavour  to  live  as  long  as  we  can 
in  this  wodd.  Th^  fecond  is^  that,  as  execu^ 
tions  are  like  to  be  fo  frequent,  from  the  vaft 
number  of  all  denominations,  who  arc  pretty 
tenacious  of  their  principles,  fuch  a  quantity  of 
^tcb^  tary  rajSity  &c.  will  be  requifitc  for  the 
quick  confuming  of  them,  that  our  navigation^ 
as  well  as  feveral  branches  of  bulinefs,  to  which 
thefe  commodities  are  abfolutely  neceflary,  may 
fufFer  by  it.  Nay,  fome  go  fo  far  as  to  affirm^ 
that  fuch  ufeful  articles  might  be  better  em- 
ployed to  any  other  purpofe  than  that  of  bum-^ 
ingjews  and  Heretics/ 

Perhaps  you'll  think  me  rather  too  ludicrous 
t^n  fo  ferious  and  afFeiSting  a  fubjed )  but  I  do 
not  fee  how  it  could  be  treated  in  any  other 
Aianner.  Could  any  thing  be  more  impertinent 
4ban  to  fet  about  prcvin.;,  that  burning  people 
alivC)  at  any  rate,  whether  by  flow  or  quick 
methods^  is  hot  only  an  unchriftian,  but  moil 
inhuos^n  pradtice  ?  But,  all  jefting  apart,  I 
affiire  ysu,  I  have  heard  a  Popi(h  Priefl,  even 
-in  London,  defending  the  lawfulnefs  and  expe* 
diWhcy  of  this  punifhment  in  certain  cafes,  and^ 
at  th^'&me  time,  pleading  in  favor  ot  the  In- 
quifitiotiJ  One  argument,  I  remcml^r,  which 
he  ofl^red  m  vindication  of  this  execrable  Tri« 
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bunal,  was,  their  cuftom  of  never  confronting 
the  witneiTes  with  the  party  accufed ;  the  very 
thing  for  which  all  the  world  fo  juftly  con- 
demns their  proceedings.  The  only  reafon  he 
gave,  in  excufe  of  fuch  condud:,  was  the  fame 
:i¥hich  I  have  always  heard  in  Portugal,  to 
wit,  that  it  prevented  perfons  from  taking  re- 
venge on  thofe  who  had  informed  againft 
them.  If  this  reafon  be  of  any  force,  is  it  not 
ibmewhat  furprizing,  that  the  fecular  Judges 
in  that  kingdom  fhould  not  have  difcovered 
the  neceflity  of  this  praftice  in  their  Courts,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  the  Holy  Office,  Jince  the  in- 
convenience of  a(fting  otherwife  is  the  fame  in 
both? 

Tho'  I  have  not  done  with  the  Inquifitlon, 
yet  as  I  have  been  jufl  ipeaking  of  the  burning 
4>f  our.  3i^ops,  in  Q|iecn  Mary's  rqign,  it  will 
not  be  foreign  to  my  prefent  fubje^,  to  take 
notice  of  two  other  formidable  antagotiifts  of 
Mr.  Bower,  who  have  fet  thofe  cruel  execu- 
tions in  a  very  different  light  from  the  reft  of 
our  Hiftorians.  Thefe  Gentlemen  treat  him 
fomewhat  more  decently  than  the  Satyrical 
Reviewer,  yet  ftill  the  £ime  prqudice  and  ran- 
cour may  be  difcovered.  at  the  bottom  ;  and  tis 
ealy  to  fee,  that  all  their  invedtives  fpring  from 
-the  fame  fource,  that  is^  an  implacable  hatred 
to  the  Proteftant  Religion.  In  one  thing,  how- 
ever, they  are  to  be  commended,  that  they 
^declare  themfelves  champions  of  the  papal  fu- 
.  premagy,  and  the  infallibility  of  their  Catholic 
■church  i  iince  fo  far  we  know,  what  fort  of 

men 
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men  we  have  to  deal  with.  The  Reverend 
Father  B-tl-r^  and  the  Right  Reverend  Father 
Ct-nJl-r  united  their  labors  on  this  occalion, 
if  the  general  report  of  Papifts  is  to  be  credit-* 
ed  3  but  as  the  work  appears  as  coining  from 
one  hand,  I  ihall  treat  them  both  as  one  per- 
fon :  the  latter,  being  the  moft  dignify 'd,  has 
a  right  to  the  preference :  he  has  a  peculiar 
claim  to  the  glory  of  this  performance,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  vaft  number  of  profe-* 
lytes  he  has  made,  but  from  another  dillin- 
guifhing  part  of  his  charafter,  which,  tho*  \tcII 
known  to  his  own  flock,  few  Proteftants,  I 
believe,  are  acquainted  with.  In  (hort,  by 
virtue  of  the  Pope's  Bull,  he  exercifcs  epifcopal 
jurifdidion,  within  the  JDiocefs  of  London, 
whereof  he  has  been  appointed  Titular  Bifliopj 
and,  as  his  party  affirm,  was  firft  a  Prcflbyterian, 
afterwards  of  the  church  of  England^  and  laft 
of  all,  a  Convert  to  Popery. 

Having  premis'd  thus  much,  let  me  give  the 
title  of  his  pamphlet,  which  is,  Remarks  on 
the  twofirjl  volumes  of  the  lives  of  the  Popes^  in 
letters  from  a  Gentleman  to  his  friend  in  the 
country.  Douay^  for  S.  Dourlaix,  Scool-Jlraaf^ 
1 7  54 :  that  is  to  fay,  in  other  words,  A  vindi- 
cation of  Popery,  in  letters  from  the  audior  to 
himfelf  in  Town.  Printed  by  fomc  Cadiolic 
printer  in  Wyldc-flreet,  or  Drary-Lane,  for 
W.  Needham,  London.  But  the  cuftom  of 
falfifying  title-pages  is  too  flale  an  artifice  to 
impofe  on  any  one.     We  know  that  moft  of 
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tfxe  Popilh'  books  printed  here,  htoc  had  the 

&me  kind  of  titles. 

It  i3  none  of  my  defign  to  examinfc  his  criti- 
cifm  on  Mr.  Bower's  Hiftory,  but  only  to  make 
a  few  animadverfions  on  what  he  fays  of  the 
Hiftorian  himfelf,  and  the  Marian  Perfecutipn. 
i  fhall  firft  touch  on  the  latter,  with  regard  to 
Y'hich,  givp  me  leave  to  obfcrye,  that,  were  i\ 
Proteftant  to  take  btit  the  hundredth  part  of 
thofe  freedoms,  in  a  Pppifh  country,  which 
Papifts  aflume  to  themfelyes  in  this,  he  would 
hardly  efcape  that  punifliment,  which  this 
Agent  of  his  Holinefs  takes  fuch  pains  to  pal- 
Jiatc. 

Tho'  yoa  are  no  Aranger  to  the  principles  of 
thefe  Uncharitable  zealots,  and  what  arguments 
they  ufe  to  keep  up  the  Ipirit  of  persecution  it^ 
^ir  adherents  and  profetytes ;  yet,  I  believe, 
3^U  would  fcarce  have  expe£ied  to  fee,  in  zt\ 
age  wherein  they  are  fo  much  indulged,  an 
attempt  which  rniift  naturally  raife  indignation 
m  the  breail  of  every  one,  who  lias  the  leaft 
yeneration  for  our  Reformers,  whom,  with  fo 
much  reaicn,  we  took  on  as  Saints  and  Mar- 
tfts ;  tho'  our  Church  has  not  found  out  the 
trick  of  Canonization,  nor  of  placing  their 
ftatues  on  altars.  How  mortifying  muft  it  be, 
to  be  told  at  laft,  that  all  thefe  perfons,  who  fo 
ftcki^  fcal'd  iheir  ftith  with  their  blood,  de- 
ftrvedly  fuffer'd  for  their  turbulent  and  trailer- 
pa»  deportment,  and  that  the  cruelties  cxer- 
•  ^iled  011  diem  were  mere  zdB  of  jullice ! 

Bu^ 
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But  let  us  hear,  how  excellently  our  Douav* 
Apologift  glofles  over  thole  fafts,  which  the 
Britiih  Annals  mention  with  horror.  Indeed 
he  has  faid  as  much  as  the  caulc  he  lictcnds 
would  admit  of;  and  tho'  perhaps  you  will 
ha\-e  no  great  opinion  either  of  his  dilcretion  or 
veracity,  3rou  muft  admire  his  zeal,  and  will 
find,  by  his  manner  of  treating  the  fubjeA, 
that  he  had  not  a  mitre  hdlowcd  on  him  fdr 
nothing.  To  introduce  his  aplopjy  with  a 
good  grace,  it  was  not  only  neceilary  to  re- 
move our  prejudices,  with  regard  to  the  anriiora 
of  thefe  barbarities,  but  to  difcover  ;i  moil  im* 
portant  fecret,  which  has  hitherto  been  con- 
cealed frdm  the  whole  world,  to  wit,  thatPro- 
teftants  have  far  exceeded  Papills  in  cruelty. 

"  Bloody  Papifts,  fays  he,  bloody  Jni|uifi- 
tors,  are  like  a  raw-head  and  bloody-boncs,  to 

affrighten  poor  women  and  children. Hut 

firft,  the  common-place  ftories  of  the  Inquifi-> 
tion  and  Ma(&cres  are  grofs  mif-rcprcicntationa 
of  the  truth.  Secondly,  fome  fcandals,  which 
might  have  happened,  arc  no  ways  to  be  charg- 
ed on  Religion,  but  to  human  motives.  — -  The 
Inquifition,  eflabli{hed  in  Spain  or  Italy,  makes 
no  part  of  the  Catholic  communion.  ~Proteft- 
ants  have  often  had  their  blcx)dy  Inquililions, 
and  have  fpilt  more  blood,  and  more  in  the 
field  of  battle,  on  a  religious  account,  within 
thefe  two  hundred  years,  than  the  Roman  In-> 
quifition  has  done,  from  its  firft  eftablifhment. 
Calvin  himfelf  afted  the  part  of  grand  Inquifi- 
tor  at  Geneva,  in  caufing  Scrvetus  to  be  burnt 
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sliye.  It  is  well  known  with  what  rage  Henry 
Vlil.  perfecutcd  both  Catjiolics  and  Ppoteftants, 
wl)o  differed  jfrofn  him  in  principles  of  reli- 
gion. Queen  Eliza]3eth  not  only  framed  and 
executed  many  fanguinary  laws  againft  the  Ca-p 
tholics,  but  (he  likewife  perfecuted  many  way$ 
the  Prefbyterians  and  Difienter%  and  caufed  all 
thofe  to  be  burnt,  who  denied  the  Divinity  of 
^he  Son  of  God." 

As  thefe  afiertions  require  a  peculiar  examit 
jiation,  [  fhall  make  them  the  fubjedl  of  my 
pcjct  letter,  and  then  proceed  to  t|ie  refl  of  tlie 
charge.     I  am^  &c. 


»*  V 


LETTER        VI. 

SIR, 

WHETHER  the  Inquifition  has  been 
mif-reprefented,  you  may  judge  from 
what  I  have  already  produced ;  to  which  let 
me  add,  as  one  of  the  moil  inconteflable 
proofs  of  its  inhuman  prQce^ings,  that  nothing 
pan  paiot  it  i^i  blacker  cplors,  than  the  very 
pire&ories,  which  the  Inquiiitots  themfelves 
have  publifhed,  for  the  regulation  of  the  va- 
rious Tribunals  of  the  Holy  Office,.  Even  our 
titular  Bifhop,  I  prefume,  who  fpeaks  fo  ten- 
(lerly  of  thi^  Catholic  inflitution,  will  not  too 
pofitively  infiA,  that  its  proceedings  are  always 
fo  be  jilftificd  :  however,  to  clear  his  Church, 
in  the  bcft  manner  he  can,  from  the  impuu-: 
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tifidOL:  ;6f  thoic  fhockiog  methods,  which  thiit 
Tribunal  takes  to  fupport  her  grandeur,  h^ 
fubjoins,  by  way  of  palliation,  that  the  Inquiry 
litioa  xr^es  no  part  of  Catholic  communion  is^ 
Spain  and  Italy. 

Now,  if  by  Catholic  communipn,  he  means 
]Popiih  communion,  which  he  certainly  muft 
do,  if  he  means  any  thing,  I  muft  take  the 
liberty  of  telling  his  LordHiip,  that  this  afTer* 
tion  is  a  moil  notorious  falfity :  iince  all  the 
world  knows,  that,  in  moft  parts  of  Italy,  and 
all  parts  of  Spain  and  Portqgal,  which  com^ 
pofe  the  moil  coniiderable  part  of  his  CathoUp 
Church,  'tis  full  as  dangerous  to  difbute  the 
power,  or  queftion  the  equity  of  the  Hdy 
Office,  as  to  deny  an  article  of  faith.  What 
eccleiiaAical  or  fecular  Court  have  Proteftants 
ever  had,  which  bears  the  leaf):  refemblanoe  to 
fo  horrid  ^  Tribunal  ?  The  blood  they  have 
been  forced  to  {hed,  was  in  defence  of  Jtheir 
c^il  and  religious  liberties,  which  every  nian 
has  a  natural  right  to,  and  which  the  moft  in- 
famous .  hypocrites  and  cruelleft  tyrants  that 
ever  exiflicil,  would  have  deprived  diem  of. 

What  rivers  of  blood  have  been  fpiU,  not 
only  in  thefe  two  lafl  centuries,  but  for  fbme 
ages  before,  by  means  of  the  Roman  Inquiii- 
tion,  or  Court  of  Rome,  \yhich  are  to  be 
deemed  fynonynious  terms  \  iince  all  other 
Inquiiitions,  whether  anticnt  or  modern,  derive 
their  authority  from  hence,  and  it  can  be  proved 
to  a  demonftration,  thac  the  numberlefs  bar- 
barities exerciied  by  then},  in  every  age  and 
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countiy^,  on  a  pretence  of  religion,  had  no 
ether  end  but  to  mainta^  the  papal  ufurpa- 
tions  ?  The  fpirit  of  perfecution  began  in  the 
church  of  Rome  with  the  introduftion  of  its 
idolatry  and  forgeries,  and  has  never  ccafcd 
cxpteffing  its  rage,  more  or  lefs,  againft  the 
tmc  profeflbrs  of  the  Golpel,  whidi  the  patrons 
ef  Popery  found  fo  oppofite  to  their  new-in- 
vented fyftem,  that  'twas  impoflibie  both  (Iiould 
fiibfift  together. 
'  If  Calvin  caufed  a  fingle  Arian,  and  Queen 
Elhssdbedi  (bme  others  of  the  fame  fed,  to  be 
jMt  to  death,  and  treated  the  Diflenters  too 
Ibarply,  we  do  not  commend  either  of  them 
for  it,  and  have  fliewn^  by  our  own  behaviour, 
faow  much  we  difiipprove  fuch  methods,  even 
^rhen  the  errors  were  not  only  condemned  by 
boft  churches,  but  tended  to  the  fubv<irfion  of 
€}fariftianity  itfelf.  It  is  not  for  thefe  inflanccs 
of  feverity,  that  we  hold  their  memory  in  fuch 
veneration,  but  for  other  rcafons,  of  a  quite 
different  nature,  which  Papifts  will  never  for- 
get, nor  forgive  them  for.  As  to  the  penal 
laws,  which  our  Romifh  Emi(&ries  are  eter- 
jpally  inveighing  againft,  every  one,  acquainted 
with  our  hiftory,  knows,  that  they  were  chiefly 
made  m  terrorem^  not  againft  Heretics,  but 
Trajrtors ;  and  even  .againft  thefe  feldom  put  in 
execution,  except  in  cafes  of  abfolute  ncceflity. 
The  many  treafonablc  plots  and  confpiracics, 
doring  the  long  reign  of  that  glorious  Princefs, 
by  Jeltiits  and  others,  and  their  frequent  at- 
tempts on.  her  life,  fufHciently  juftify  the  penal 
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laws  ihe  made,  had  they  b<een  much  morb 
ligoror.fly  executed  Aan  oiey  were.  But  ctfj 
there  be  a  tingle  inftance  produced^  during  het 
whole  reign,  of  any  Papift  being  put  to  death, 
merely  on  a  reli^^ous  account }  or  of  any  one's  . 
being  burnt  as  an  Heretic,  who  had  been 
chioged  with  crimes  againft  the  ftate  j  whidi 
was  fo  frequently  pra^ifed,  under  the  reign  of 
|ier  Catholic  Predeceflbr  ? 

And  fvippofing,what  all  our  hiftories  difprove, 
that  nothing  could  be  offered  in  defence  of 
thefe  few  feverities ;  yet  what  comparifbn  it 
there  betweeii  fuch  inftances,  and  the  horrible 
ravages  committed  by  the  Croifaders  in  thdr 
ht^^ars,  wherein  k>  many  thoufands  were 
extirpated,  for  no  other  reofon  but  profefling 
the  Goipel  in  its  purity,  rcjefting  the  fupcrfti- 
tious  innovations  in  religion,  and  reproaching 
the  Clergy  for  their  gro^  immoralities  ?  Tliat 
this  was  the  Ible  motive  of  nufing  fb  many 
dreadful  perfccutions  againft  them,  appears 
from  th^  v^ry  t^Aimony  of  thole,  who  have 
taken  motl  pains  to  render  them  odious  to  the 
world.  Take  all  our  penal  laws  againft  Papifts, 
interpreted  in  their  utmoft  rigor :  how  mild 
~and  gentle  will  they  appear,  when  compared 
with  the  decrees  of  Julius  III.  Innocent  HI. 
and  Hmorias  III.  againft  ^e  j^igenfes  and 
Yaudois  ?  In  thefe  every  word  breathes  nothing 
but  fire  and  fword }  infomuch  that  the  whole 
feems  didated  rather  hj  infcrnil  Furies,  ^uui 
by  fiich  as  ftyle  themfelves  Vicars  of  the  Prince 
^  Peace.  « The  fScBst  of  that  outrageouB  zeal. 
whidt 
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which  thefe  tnily  fangulnary  decrees  infplred, 

are  ftill  felt,  and  will  be  felt,  as  long  as  Popeiy 

cxifts. 

With  re^fl  to  the  capricious  and  aibitrary 
conduft  of  Henry  Vni.  'tis  none  of  our  bufinels 
to,  palliate  or  excufe  it :  he  was  never  of  our 
religion,  but  lived  ^and  died  a  rigid  Roman  Ca- 
jpolic,  in  every  point,  except  the  papal  fupre- 
macy  \  and  the  rage  he  eKpreHed  to  both  par- 
ties, who  diflented  from  his  way  of  thinking, 
was  no  more  than  the  natural  effeft  of  thofe 
{uinciples,  which  his  Catholic  church  had  in- 
Hilled  into  him;  a  church,  which  ilievvs  no 
mercy  to  Diflenters  of  any  kind. 
.  .  Whether  the  accounts,  handed  down  to  us, 
of  Popifh  mal&cres,  arc  mif-repre&ntations, 
and  to  whofe  influence  and  encouragement 
fuch  amazing  barbarities  are  to  be  imputed,  let 
the  annals  of  every  nation  in  Europe  witnei^. 
TTie  inftances  are  fo  numerous,  that  die  bare 
abflradt  would  fill  a  large  volume.  I  {hall  here 
fingle  out  one  of  the  moll:  glaring,  which,  for 
its  duration  as  well  as  feverity,  exceeds  all 
others,  and  may  be  called  a  continued  mafTa- 
cre,  tho'  it  lafted  for  feveral  ages.  From  this 
indmauon,  you  will,  no  doi^bt,  conclude,  that 
I  am  going  to  fpeak  of  the  people  I  juft  men- 
tioned, who,  having  firft  protefted  againft  the 
corruptions  of  Popery,  have  been  longeft  ex- 
pofed  to  its  fury. 

Let  me  aik  our  Douay-Critic,    who   talks 

with  fuch  effrontery,  of  Proteftant  MafTacres, 

which  no  hiftoiy  evety  took  notice  of,  wbe^er 

many 
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many  Popijh  Writers  do  not  jk:quaint  us  witk 
the  barbarous  treatment  of  the  Aibigenfes :  the 
manner  of  which,  by  what  name  foever  digni- 
fied, whether  by  that  of  Croifade,  or  Moly 
War,  or  the  more  terrible  one  of  Inquifition^ 
muft  be  owned  to  have  carried  with  it  all  the 
appearance  of]  a  Maflacre,  or  fbmething  worie^ 
if  poflible.  Has  he  forgot  the  man  whofe  «eal 
was  fo  inflrumental  in  promoting  the  firft 
general  perfecution  againfl:  thofe  pretended  He- 
retics, who,  without  difpute,  were  the  befl 
Chriilians,  and  iincereil  worfhipers  of  God 
then  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  Does  not  all  the 
world  know,  that  it  was  the  biciTcd  St.  Drnd^ 
nic  ?  This  canonized  Patriarch  and  Founder  of 
the  Inquiiition,  as  well  as  of  the  Predicant  Or- 
der, of  which  its  miniflers  are  chiefly  com- 
pofed,  joyfully  embraced,  the  miilion  on  which 
he  was  fent  by  Innocent  IIL  who  had  pub* 
lifhed  a  Groifade  againfl  that  innocent  people^ 
with  the  fame  indulgences  to  fuch  who  (hould 
endeavour  their  extirpation,  as  to  thofe  who 
fought  againfl;  the  Saracens.  He  put  liimfelf  ^ 
the  head  pf  an  infinite  fwann  of  religious  Ban- 
ditti and  Gu(rthroats,  who,  at  his  inftigation, 
fulhed  like  a  torrent  into  Languedoc,  and  de- 
ftroyed  eyery  thing  before  them  with  fire  and 
fwor^. 

Thp*  this  be  a  trite  piece  of  hiftory,  yet  as 
the  feveral  incidents  are  not  to  be  found  in  ft 
iingle  author,  I  have  been  at  the  pains  of 
making  a.fhort  abfbadt  out  of  thofe  who  have 
wrote  on  ^e  fubjed,  that  I  may  prefcnt  you» 

at 


atone  view,  with  die  moft  glaring  inftancc  on 
Koopd,  of  the  cc^nt  arguments  ufed  by  thefc 
Dcagooning  Apoules,  ^ich  their  fucceifor^ 
have  lately  fo  well  apply'd,  in  the  fame  parts 
of  th«  world.  The  detail  of  fails,  fo  well 
known,  will,  I  flatter  myielf,  be  eafily  ex-* 
Cttied,  not  cuity  as  it  contains  fo  full  an  anf\tfer 
to  ^e  charge  brought  againfl  us>  but  alfo  fug* 
gefts  feme  refleftions  on  certain  poinOs,  wherein 
ropery  feenu  to  triumph  over  Proteftantifm,  in 
tile  (pinion  of  thofe  who  take  their  Faith  on 
truflr,  and  make  a  merit  of  never  enquiring^ 
whether  it  be  well  or  ill  grounded^ 

Pope  Innocent,  having  refolved  to  root  out 
the  AltMgenfes  at  any  rate,  and  meeting  with 
^o  fit  an  inftmment  asDmrinicy  who  was  natu- 
lallyof  a  fierce  and  implacable  di4pofition,  in 
,  jorder  Co  IdU  diem  into  a  fkt^  Security,  gave 
«bt  :at  firft,  by  his  emiflWies,  that  he  hdd  no 
other  intention  but  to  reduce  them  to  his  obe- 
<dieiice  by  mild  and  gentle  methods.  For  this 
-puipf^e,  a  public  dlfputation  was  held,  at  the 
caftle  Off  Montreal^  concerning  the  controverted 
-p«nts  of  religion  c  but  the  fequel  ioon  difcover- 
■ed,  ^t  this -was  :a-  mere  blind,  to  pat  them 
-off  their  guard,  and  that  mc^uret  had  been 
^already  concerted  for  their  uttw  extermination. 
The  firft  objedt  of  Innocent's  rage  was  ifey- 
mottd;,  couot  of  Thehufij  in  whofe  dominions^ 
it  ■  ieems,  a  certun  infolent  Monk  had  been 
QsoA  i  from  which  accident,  occafion  was  taken 
^to  excite  all  Europe  againft  him ; '  tho'  the  real 
caufe,   which  brought  on  him  fo  violent   a 


vas,  I:ecaiii^  k^  prQcecxaa,  or  radm^ 
vjc  h£  ilii  ooc  ijcartcuci  this-  jithvidr^: 

!^,:rr-'-  •r7vh'"-"^3  yer  ^cu:fx  ^r  a.  iVi^^VM^  a«l 
bunu^c  rempcr^  he  i  j?  roj  :euiii  tor  rsannjf 
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jfeemed  td  pay  little  regard  to  fo  unguft  a  'peHf^ 
ceding,  application  was  inside  Id  the  Pope 
himfelf^  who  not  only  confirmed  the  anathe- 
ma^  with  many  additional  curfes,  but  abiblved 
nil  his  fubjedts  from  their  oaths  of  allegiancei 
and  empowered  any  Catholic  to  feize  both  on 
Itia  perfon  and  dominions: 

The  ufortunate  Count,  being  too  fenfible^ 
diat  the  thiind'era  of  theVaticail  were  not  to 
be  contemned,  and  touched  with  compafiioh 
at  the  diftrefies  of  his  people,  embraced  the 
only  expedient  which  ofiered,  towftrds  averting 
the  threatened  ruin  ;  and  this  wasj  to  throw 
faitnfelf  at  the  Legate's  feet,  to  whom  he  made 
the  humbleft  fubmiflions.  The  haughty  Le- 
gate, having  thus  got  him  in*  his  power,  not 
€»ily  compelled  him,  in  dired^  contravention-  to 
the  folemneft  ^Mdi&,  to  deli<^  lip  all  his  de^ 
fenfible  places,  but?  even  to  fu&mit  to  the  fhame- 
fbl  puniihment  of  being  ftript' naked,  and  twice 
publicly  whipt,  in  the  prelericeof  thoufands; 
the  iirft  time,-  within  the  grtat  church,  the 
iecond,  round  the  Monk's  grave,  whofe  death 
he  was  perfedly  innocent  of;       -  - 

'  Perhaps  you  may  thinkr  that  (uch  vile  treats 
meat  of  a  Sovereign  iMncc,  i^Fas  no  nlore  than 
a-mere  ecclefiaftical  ceremony,  not  unfrequent 
in  thofe  dark  timetr  of  Popery,  and  much  of 
ihc  fame  nature  wid^  the  whipping  of  our  King 
Henry  II.  by  order  of  another*  Pope's  Legate, 
fiir  the  death  of  Tlfomas  a  Betkei^i  which,  no 
k&  than  that  of  the  Monk  abov6-mentioned> 
was:  owing  to  -his  own  turbulent  behaviour ; 
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tund  tibat  the  di^race  hr  exceeded  the  finait 
of  the  iaihes.  But  Baronius^  the  Roman  An- 
nalift,  aiTures  us,  that  the  Count's  body  was  fb 
grievouily  torn  with  the  fcourge,  that,  being 
not  in  a  fit  condidon  to  go  out  by  the  fame 
place  through  which  he  entered,  he  was 
forced  to  pafs,  quite  naked  as  he  was,  through 
the  lower  gate  of  the  church  j  and  that  he  was 
afterwards  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  at  tho 
Mgnk's  grave. 

Not  content  with  thefe  exceiTcs,  the  Legate 
obliged  him  to  fwear  on  the  Miffal^  that  he 
would  wage  everlaiting  war  againft  the  Alhir* 
gqnies,  till  they  were  either  reduced  to  the 
Fo|)e'8  obedience,  or  the  whole  race  extermi- 
na^»  As  a  farther  proof  of  his  ftncerity,  he 
had  no  other  remedy  but  to  accept  of  the  com* 
mand,  which  was  now  offered  him,  of  th« 
troops  &nt  againft  his  own  Nephew,  the  Lord 
q£  BefierSy  who  had  equally  incurred  the  papal 
di^l^ure,  for  the  fame  reafon  with  his  uncle^ 
that  is,  in  not  perfecuting  the  Albigenfes.  In 
the  interim,  not withftanding  the  prefent  recon- 
ciliation, and  all  the  fubmimons  made  by  Rajf* 
mond^  to  fave  his  people  from  ruin,  the  Croi- 
faiders,  rouled  up  by  Dominic  and  his  Monks, 
were  not  idle ;  they  fpread  themfelves  over  the 
country,  and  filled  every  place  with  blood  and 
de£olaLion,  burning  numbers  alive  whom  they 
had  taken  prifooers. 

The  young  Lord  of  Befiers^  finding  it  im- 
poilible  to  hold  out,  in  the  town  wherein  be 
had  ihut  himfeif  up,  againil  fuch  m^gluy  forces, 
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and  that  the  repeated  follicitations  both  of  him-> 

fclf  and  friends,  \^ould  avail  nothing  towards 

/aving  the  inhabitants,  •  retired  to  Carcajfonne. 

The  town  he  left  was  inftantly  taken  by  ftorm> 

*  and  the  carnage  fo  ujiiverfal,  that  every  foul  in 
jX  was  put  to  the  fword,  without  the  lead 
'  diftindlion  of  age,  fex,  quality,  or  even  of  Re- 
ligion. For,  altho'  it  was  notorious,  (as  the 
Hiftorians,  who  give  a  circumftantial  account 
of  this  horrid  Maffacre,,  aflSrpi)  that  there  were 
niany  good  Catholics  in  the  place ;  yet  fo  ar- 
dent was  the  zeal  of  the  Croifaiders,  for  the 
total  extirpation  of  Herciy,  that  thofe  alio  were 
cruelly  butchered  with  the  reft,  not  excepting 

*  fy  much  as  the  Priefts  themfelves,  who  came 
^  out  of  the  church  in  their  lacerdotal  veftments, 
^.^\xh  Crucifixes  in  their  hands,   and  banners 

*  carried  before  them.  The  Inquifitors  had 
judged  this  method  of  proceeding  abfblutely 
neccflary,  for  fear  a  finglc  Heretic  (hould  have 
cfcaped,  if  mercy  were  Ihewn  to  any  one  of 
the  inhabitants. 

.  The  nephew  of  the  Count  of  Tbokufe^  pur- 
fued  by  his  relentlefs  enemies  to  the  town  of 
CarcaJJbwic'y  had  retired  to  the  upper  part, 
which  was  well  fortify'dr  where  he  reiblved  to 
hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity.  The  lower 
part,  being  taken  after  fomc  little  oppoiition, 
Ihared  the  fame  fate  with  -Befiers^  not  a  firtgle 
creature  being  fpared,  from  the  lame  Catholic 
jnotive ;  tho',  in  this  pjace  alfo»  it  is  acknow* 
Icged,  there  were  not  a  few,  who  had  fome 
claim  to-  mercy,  as  being  untainted  with  the 
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Albigenfian  Herefy;  but  flill  it  was  deemed 
cHme  enough  in  thefe,  to  have  fufFered  fuch 
perfbns  to  live  among  them  ;  and,  in  order  to 
cleanfe  thoroughly  ib  infected  a  place,  there  ap- 
peared the  iame  neceflity  here,  as  in  the  for- 
mer inftance,  that  is,  by  putting  all  to  the 
fword,  without  difljndtion.  This,  in  fine,  was 
the  fate  of  feveral  other  places,  which  either 
harboured,  or  were  fufpefted  of  harbouring, 
thofe  profcribed  Heretics  ♦. 

As  the  ^ung  Count,  tho'  he  ftill  maintained 
his  p6fl,  was  fo  vigoroufly  afTaulted  on  every 
iide,  that  there  appeared  litde  profpedt  of  his 
hot(fi^ng '  out  much  longer,  feveral  perfons  of 
high  ricnk,  and,  among  the  reft,  the  King  of 
Arragon  himfelf,  tho'  a  violent  perfecutor  of 
Heretics  in  his  own  dominions,  taking  pity  of 
his  unmerited  fufFerings,  came  to  the  camp, 
and  eiameftly  interceded  for  him.  The  Legau:, 
after  eoftfulting  with  Dominic j  could  not  be 
prevailed'  upon,  by  all  their  remonftrances,  to 
grant  any  other  conditions^  than  that  the  Count 
might'retire,  with  ten  of  his  domeftics,  where- 
foever  he  pleafed,  but  that  all  the  reft  of  the 
people,  both  men  and  women,  fhould  come 
out  of  the  place,  ftark^naked,  and  furrender 
themfelvcs  at  difcrction.  The  generous  Count, 
ftruck  whh  horror  at  fo  brutal  a  propofal,  rather 
chofe  to  perifh,  than  fubmit  to  fuch  indignity* 

♦  Many  Papifts,  efpecially  thofe  of  Eng!i(h  cxtraftion 
M-ere  deflroycd  in  the  Irilh  MafTacre,  from  the  very  fiune 
motive. 

G  i  The 
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The  Saint,  who  is  reported  by  his  difdples 
to  have  boon  £b  mighty  a  worker  of  iniracles, 
that  all  nature  obey'd  his  nod»  did  not  think 
proper  to  exert  any  of  them  on  this  occafioni  but 
judged  it  more  expedient  to  try  mere  human 
oxans-^  and  fuch  means  as  do  litde  credit  tQ 
his  £unt(hip.  When  he  found  how  fhiitlefs  the 
attacks  of  his  Crotfidders  were^  and  that  the 
place  could  not  be  taken  by  open  force,  he  at 
length  compaiTed  his  ends  by  the  biackeft  piece 
of  treachery.  For  this  purpofe,  he  jfent  a  trudy 
mefienger  to  the  diftrefled  Count,  who,  being 
deluded  with  the  hopes  of  a  friendly  accommo- 
dation, confirmed  by  the  moft  iblemn  oaths, 
imprudently  left  hia  Fortwfs,  and  refigned  him- 
felt  into  me  hands  of  bis  perfidious  enemy. 
He  found  too  laterbow  much  his,  creduj^y  had 
been  impofed  on. "  The  Legate,  having  got  the 
prey  fo  anxioufly.  fought  for,  without  the 
leafl  regard  to .  promliibs  or  oaths,  threw  him 
into  prifon,  where,  not  long  after,  he  was  dif- 
patched  with  poiibn.  All  his  large  pofieflions 
were  immediately  confifcated,  and  beftowed  on 
&}mm  de  Montforti  General  of  the  Holy  War, 
who  made .  this  Fortrefs  his  place  of  arms, 
that  he  might  be  the  better  prepared  for  future 
operations  of  the  fame  kind ;  and,  not  infenfible 
how  greatly  he  was  indebted  to  the  zeal  and 
aflivity  of  Dominic^  for  his  new-^acquired  do- 
minions, appointed  him  Grand  Inquifitor,  with 
ample  revenues  to  fupport  the  dignity,  which 
■^hole  of -his  Order  ftill  enjov. 

The 
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'The  Sunt  being  now  firmly  eftablKhed  in 
his  darling  employment,  fire  and  faggot  efFec-«/ 
tually  reduced  chcMfe,  whom  his  preaching  could  v 
not  prevail  on.     But  as  the  proceedings  of  an 
Liqiiifitiony  tho*  not  quite  ib  flow  and  formal . 
tb6n  as  now-a-days,  did  not  fully  anfwer  the 
new  Count's  purpofe,  h?  refolved  on  more  ex- 
peditious methods  for  rooting  out  fo  peililent  a. 
Sed;  on  which  hqids  it  is  to  be  noted^  that., 
when  the  fiuthfiil  adherents  of  the  young  Lord 
of  BffierSf  feeing  themfelves  deprived  of  their 
bieloved  Mafter,  and  without  hopes  of  fi(Ccour» 
had  efcaped  the  prefent  ilo[(xi^  i^p>'  fubterrane*. 
ous  paflages,  (b.  tnitt  thjc  pl^ace  was  found  entirely, 
deferted ;  he  purfued  them  every  where  like  fo 
many  wild  beafls,    However,  it  ought  to  be 
remembered  to  his  honor,  that,  in  the  height 
of  this  religious  fury,  he  always  aded  like  a 
good  CathoHc,  that  is,  by  doing  his  heft  ^« 
deavours  to  fave  the  fouk  of  thofe  he  murderer 
ed.    Of  this  you  will  be  convinced  l^  thiQ  foU 
lowing  tnflance.     Near  two  hundred  of  thofb 
miferable  Fugitives,  having  retired  to  a  CafUe, 
at  fome  difbnce  off,  were  fuddei\ly  fvvprized^ 
and  being;  firfl  moft  pathetically  harangued  by 
the  Apofiolical  General  *,  to  perfuado  them  to 

renounce 

*  The  title  of  ApoftoUcal  has  been  as  much  abufed  as 
that  of  Catholic :  Both  have  been,  and  ftill  are^  fo  ridicn- 
loufly  and  unworthily  apply'd  by  the  church  of  Rome,  as 
CO  become  rather  a  reproach  than  an  honor.  The  prefent 
Queen  of  Hungary,  ^ve  are  informed^  has  had  newly  con* 
ferrcd  upon  her,  by  the  Sovereign  FontifT,  the  title  of 
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renounce  their  errors,  he  was  fo  enraged  at 
their  non-compliance,  that,  without  ferther 
ceremony,  he  commanded  a  vaft  pile  to  be 
kindled,  into  which  an  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
fons,  men  and  women,  were  thrown  at  once, 
and  there  confumed  to  afheS.  As  to  the  reft, 
we  are  not  told  what  became  of  them  j  but  it 
may  be  prefumed,  that  feeing  no  other  alterna- 
tive but  Mafs  or  Deaths  they  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  Henry  of  Navarre^  and,  on  a  fecond 
harangue,  embraced  the  former,  to  fave  their 
lives,  as  thoufands  havd  fince  done  in  France. 

In  my  next,  I  ftiall  bring  inconteftable 
vouchers  for  the  taith  of  what  I  have  here 
related,  and  am,  &c. 

JpqfioHcal  Majefty^  v^I^h  had,  it  feenxs,  been  mtn  before^ 
to  fome  of  ber  auguft  ah^rcftors,  for  the  very  tame  reafons, 
vhlch  induced  his  Hoiinds*  to  rcn^w  it  at  this  critical 
junfture,  that  is  to  fay,  for  their  exceffive  bigotry  to  the 
l^opifh  religion,  their  irreconcileable  hatred  to  that  of  the 
Reformed,  and  the 'cruelties  exercifed  by  them,  not  only 
on  the  Proteftant  Subjects  of  their  own  hereditary  domi- 
nions, but  on  ithofe  of  other  Princes  alfo,  whercfoever  their 
jiower  or  iafluence  extended  ;  for  all  which,  the  Houfc  of 
Auftria  has  been  ever  diftinguifhed,  no  lefs  than  for  its 
pride  and  tegratitiide.  The  Priocefs  here  fpoken  of,  have* 
Jiig  fo  rcnarkabiy  trod, in  the  fame  fteps,  deferved,  no 
doubt,  fcone  peculiar  mark  of  favor  from  the  ApoAolic  See, 
which  is  liberal  enough  in  beftowicg  its  graces  on  thefe 
occafions ;  fuch  graces  I  mean,  as  coft  nothing,  and  are 
indeed  norKing  worth  in  tKemfelves,  tho'  highly  efteemed 
by  the  Receiver,  an4  of  real  advantage  to  tlie  Giver.  Fof 
Fopcs,  we  know,  are  feldom  wont  to  bellow  the  mqred 
triHc,  without  finding  their  account  in  it. 

■ 
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LETTER        VIL 

SIR, 

AS'  the  exceeding  enormity  of  the  fads  it-- 
lated  in  mv  laft,  efpecially  with  regard 
to  the  condud:  01  Dominic,  may  perhaps  raife 
fome  doubt  of  their  authenticity,  or  at  lead  a 
fuipicion,  that  the  circumilances  have  been 
greatly  exaggerated,  you  will  pleafe  to  obferve, 
that  Father  Moreri,  who  neglefts  no  opportu- 
nity of  doing  all  the  honor  he  can  to  the  Saints 
of  lus  own  Church,  has  given  fuch  an  account 
of  the  life  and  a£tions  of  this  man,  collcftcd 
from  various  authors  of  the  higheft  credit  in 
the  Dominican  Order,  as  plainly  enough  con- 
firms the  main  fubftance  of  the  preceding  naN 
rative.  Indeed  he  pafles  over  certain  pafTages 
in  filence,  which  ^ould  not  bear  the  gentleft 
touch,  without  expofing  the  Saint  as  well  ^i 
his  c^ufe  :  however,  nuift  of  thefe,  with  feverat 
other  ftrikin?  fads  of  the  fame  kind,  are  mi« 
nutely  recorded  by  Simon  Lennardj  a  French 
Author,  for  the  truth  of  which  he  cites  no  lefs 
than  fixty-one  Popifli  Writers :  and  as  to  the 
r^  Sufficient  vouchers  can  be  produced  from 
the'  public  annals  ojf  Lainguedoc  ahd  Piedmont^ 
that  .the  cruelties  exercifed  on  the  Albigenfes 
and  Vaudois,  by  means  of  die  preaching  Frvars 
and  their  Founder,  however  palliated  by  thofe 
writerSj  exceed  all  deicriptlon. 

G  4  For. 
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For  your  Satisfaftionj   I  {hairhcre  give  a 
fliort  extract  of  what  Mored.lays,  in  the  ^\c\t 
of  Dominic  de  Gufman.    Thb  great  Patriarch, 
as   the  Fryars  of  his  inftitution  are  fbnd  of 
flyling  him,  was  born  in  Spain,  in  the  year 
1170.     Having  finiflied  his  'ftiidies,    he  vAh 
fcnt  on  a  Miffion  to.  Galida,  Caflilc,  and  Ar- 
ra2on,  which  kingdoms  were  then  much  in- 
fe^d  with  herefy  :  after  this,  lie  accompanied 
the  Bifhop  of  Qfma  into  France  3  from  whence, 
inflead  of  returning  to  his  native  country,  he 
went  to  Rome,  in  order  to  obtain  licence  from 
his  Holinefs,  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  either  to  the 
Infidels  of  the  North,  or  to  the  Heretic  Albi- 
gcnfes.     The  Pope  (Innocent  III.^  determined 
nim  to  the  latter  Miflion,'  which  ne  embraced 
with  joy,  and  ^  deported'  hinlfelf  therein  with 
fuch  extraordinary  zekl,   as  rendered  him  the 
terror  of  the  Albigcnfes,  and,  at  the  feme  time, 
gained  him  the  aiieSion  ojf  the  Catholics.     Si« 
mon  de  Montfort,  who  was  the  fcourge  of  thofc 
Heretics^  had  the  utmoft  veneration  for  this 
holy  Preacher,  oh  whom  the  Pope  conferred 
the  office  of  Inquifitor  at  Languedoc,  where 
he  laid  the  foundations  of  his  Order ;  which 
was  approved  by  Honorius  lit.  in  iai6 ;  nine- 
teen years  after  which,  he  was  canonized  by 
Gregory  IL 

From  this  account,  which  cannot  be  ililpe^- 
ed  of  partiality,  it  appears  that  Dominic  began 
very  early  to  exert  his  zeal  againft  thofe  pre- 
tended Heretics,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Watdenfes^   who  fettled  Aemfelves  in  feveral 

parts 
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of  Spain,  and  were,  not  long  after  lys 
Boh  tfaimer,  utterly  exterminated  i  that  tfie. 
iaxne  zeal  carried  him  to  more  difbnt  parts;* ' 
flgainft  their  brethren,  the  Albigenfes,  who,  as 
we  have  (hewn,  had  fufficient  reafon  to  be  ter- 
nfied  at  the  approach  of  fuch  an  Apoftle.  In 
what  manner  he  preached  the  Go4)eI  among 
them,  how  well  he  enforced  his  arguments, 
what  ibrt  of  Inflruments  he  made  ule  of  for 
thdr  converfion,  for  what  kind  of  fervices  one 
Pope  conferred  on  him,  or  rather  confirmed 
him  in,  the  ofHce  of  Inquifitor,  another  ap« 
proved  the  inftitution  of  his  Order,  and  a  third 
put  his  name  into  the  Calendar,  and  what  in- 
duced Simon  de  Montfort  to  hold  him  in  fuch 
high  veneration,  you  may  judge  from  the  de- 
tail of  fiids  I  have  prefixed  to  Moreri's  fuccinA 
account ;  on  which  head,  it  was  neceiTary  to 
be  fbmewhat  more  explicit  than  this  Proven^ 
Do£tor,  author  of  the  Hiflorical  Di£tionary^  to 
let  the  world  fee,  what  fort  of  men  ire 
canonized  in  the  church  of  Rome,  and  to  what 
many  of  them  owe  their  Saintfhip, 

With  refpcdl  to  the  lafl  honor  conferred  on 
Dominic y  I  fhall  jufl  note  by  the  way,  that  the 
Court  of  Rome  feems  to  have  adled  contrary 
to  its^  modern  fyftem  of  Polidcs,  in  fainting 
this  man  fb  fbon  after  his  deceafe,  when  to 
'  many  living  witnefTes  exifled,  who  might  juflly 
call  nis  iandlity  in  qucftion.  It  was  not  long 
ere  it  difcovered  the  inppnvenience  of  thefe  too 
hafly  canonizadons ;  and  tho*  Dominic^  It  mufl 
be  ownedj  deferved  a  more  than  ordinary  mark 

of 
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of-  approbation,  for  the,  great  fervices-  he  had 
done  the  Holy  See,  yet  we.  m^  prefutnCi  iho 
rule*  at  prefent;  eAablUhed,  of  grandng.  thU 
honor  to.no  one,  till  4n  hundred  yean  ftft^^^ 
his  death,  will  not  eafdy  be  broke  through  J^r.. 
the  future. 

.1  fhould  not  have  dwelt  fo.long  on  this  dn* 
gle  inftance,  were  not  the  Hero,  whofe  hiftory 
wc  have  given,  one  of  the  oldeft  of  the  Popifli 
Saints,  and  had. not  ib  many  others  giuncd  Uie 
fame  title,  by  treading  in  his  fteps.  It  was 
doing  no  more  than  juftice  to  his  memory,  to 
allow  him  the  firfl  rank  among  the  perfccutors 
of  Heretics,  that  is,  of  all  fuch  as  oppoled  the 
Papal  Tyranny,  and  refufed  to  conform  to  the 
fuperllitions  and  impieties  wherewith  ChriAen- 
dom  was  then  almoin  overwhelmed.  For  this 
it  was,  that  Domimc  (o  juAly  merited  the  auguA 
title  he  ftiU  bears,  of  Patron  and  Protestor  of 
the  Holy  Office :  for  this  it  was,  that  his  Order 
of  Predicants  ftill  enjoy  the  glorious  Privilege 
of  carrying  the  facred  banners  of  the  Inquifition, 
in  its  folemn  proceifions,  of  having  the  Ai^os 
de  fe  held  in  their  churches,  and  affifting  in 
<fclivering  up  condemned  Heretics  to  the  fecuiar 
arm :  for  tms,  in  iine,  it  was,  that  the  Popi(h 
Legends  hai^'c  placed  him,  in  the  mofl  exalted 
feat,  next  to  that  of  the  Qiieen  of  Heaven, 
Tho',  after  all,  I  believe,  it  will  be  generally 
^rced,  that,  tf  Heaven  be  really  peopled  with 
fuch  kind  of  Saints,  there  are  few  Protcftants, 
who  will  not  join  with  the  honeft  Indian,  in 
praying  God  to  keep  them  out  of  it.  ... 

As 
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/..J As  ihe'fiiiiyedt  of  Maflacres,  eipeciaHy  dbofe 
now  under  confideration,  aiibrds  fuch  copious 
matter,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  point  out^  in  brief, 
ar  few  more  inftances,  in  order  to  ihew  how  in- 
variably Pepety  has  purfued  the  fame  pLm  in 
every  age>  to  complete  the  deftrudion  of  a 
Fe(^le,  whofe  long  and  fevere  trials  far  exceed, 
as  I  befixe  obferved,  all  thofe  of  the  ancient 
Martyrs. 

The  remainder  of  the  Vaudois,  who  had 
eicaped  the  dreadful  carnage  at  Lyons,  were  in- 
oeflantly  purfued,  even  in  the  deiert  and  foli- 
tary  places,  whither  they  had  fled,  in  hopes  of 
finding  ibme  fhelter  from  the  rage  of  their 
merdleis  enemies.  Pope  Clement  VIII.  who 
refided  at  Avignon  *,  ifiued  out  a  Bull  for 
their  total  extirpation.  One  Borelliy  a  Monk, 
received  a  oommiflion  for  this  purpofe,  which 
he  ib  faidi&lly  executed,  that,  among  a  thou- 
fand  other  inftances  of  his  zeal^  he  burnt  alive 
in  Grenoble,  at  one  time,  no  lefs  than  an  hun- 
dred and  fifhri  men  and  women,  and,  foon 
after,  added  lour£:ore  to  the  nuniber. 

In  the  14th  century,  many  of  this  harmleft 
Pe<^le,  who  dwelt  in  the  valley  of  Pragelas  ia 

being   fuddenly  ailaulted,   in  the 


*  At  this  time,  the  Catholic  Church  had  two  Vicars  of 
Chrift,  or  two  vifible  fupremc  heads  on  earth,  to  wit,  this 
£ttne  Clement  VIII.  who  refided  at  Av^non,  and  Urban  VI.' 
su  Koine,  Both  were  acknowleged  by  diflerent  parties  ;. 
buc  as  they  anathematized  each  other,  'tis  hard  to  decide 
^hich  wa^  the  true  head.  Indeed  it  appears  from  the  fe« 
quel,  that  the  Church,  during  all  that  time,  had  no  head 
at  all. 

depth 
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depth  of  winter^  had  no  other  rethtidy  but  to 
fly  to  the  mountains  of  the  Alps, '  xvhtdi  \f(pere* 
then  quite  covered  with  fnow.  The  plu«nt9' 
fnatched  up  their  helf^efs  infants;  and  digged- 
thofe  after  them^  whom  they  had  not  flrength 
to  carry.  But  the  Blood-hounds  fcented  the 
track,  and  overtook  them  before  they  had 
reached  the  intended  place  of  ircfoge.  Every 
foul  that  fell  into  their  hands,  were  inftantty 
put  to  the  fword,  or  difpatched  by^die  hang- 
mian,  except  thofe  re&rved  for  knore  linger- 
ing torments.  Several  of  thefe  wretched 
Fugitives  found  themfelves  benighted  in  the 
midfl  of  the  fnow,  and  there  perifhed  with 
cold.  To  add  to  the  horror,  there  were 
found,  the  next  morning,  four(coure  infants 
frozen  to  death  in  their  cradles,  or  in  the  arms 
of  their  dead  mothers.  In  the  metin  while^ 
thofe  Catholic  Savages  plundered  and  burnt 
their  poor  huts,  to  the  end  that  thofe  few, 
who  efcaped  die  carnage,  or  furvived  the 
piercing  cold,  might  die  of  hunger. 

The  whole  fucceeding  age  was  perpetually 
reeking  with  the  blood  of  thefe  Innocents, 
whoie  ible  crime  was  their  refufing  to  comply 
with  the  grofs  corraptions  of  die  Church  of 
Rome,  and  (which  was  4eemed  a  ftill  more 
unpardonable  offence)  reprehending  the  licen- 
tious and  abominable  lives  of  the  Clergy.  That 
this  is  the  only  charge  brought  againft  them, 
which  has  the  leaft  foundation  to  fupport  it, 
has  been  io  fully  proved  by  the  great  Primate. 

Ufliec 


^  iiiim.  (lilt  jiui£l  ozBoc^^ 


fioaams  iens  rue  iciic  <a:o:^TJc:sc  £br  :^^ 


caaoBoss  cpiraaM  ih^a  d^er  :ciil^'  «Kk:.  wM 

lase  la»  at  Pnaccn  pinicuUrljr  likuc  oi^  the 
the  Qcrgf y.  not  ^^adng  onen  die  Poptt  th«ai« 
ikkwa  f. 

JSaKfiif,.|heInquifiior»  sm\dA  all  Kk  Ak 
rious  invedivtt.agunft  ihcm^  is  ib  tkr  llruck 
with  die  fixce  of  midi>  as  to  make  dieioUofr* 
ing  cootetuon.  ^^  This  l<ct»  im  he«  has  ft 
great  ihew  o£  pieQ%  becAulc  they  U\^  jotUy 
widi  r^^rd  to  men,  and  arc  orthoilox  in  thttr 
belief  \ridi  relpect  to  God^  and  every  article 
of  faidi  contained  in  the  Creed ;  vTirV  fl(yjlf^ 
ili^jbe  Cbircb  and  CUrgy  §/'  Wui  is  tt)  tiiy, 
in  other  word«»  they  were  very  gouvl  CluilliAUj^ 

^  Lib.  de  roccefT.  &  ftstu  Ecclcf.  c^.  6. 

f  Hlft.  Gal.  lih.  lo. 

^  Lib.  contra  Waldcnf.  cap,  4. 

but 


but  gave  great  ofFcncc  by  the  libeities  they  took, 
in  condemning  the  vfces  of  the  Piiefthood. 

TbuanziSy  the  famous  HiAorian  of  his  ov^ 
times,  after  giving  an  account  of  thofe  opi^ 
nions,  wherein  they  agreed  with  'thei  rfefbrmed 
churches  of  thefe  days,  lubjoitts,vrtth  his  wonted 
iffipartiaKty,  "that/  befides  thefe,  which  are 
the  principal  and  indubitable  articles  of  their 
if^th, ,  others  alfb  have  been  unjuAly  fathered 
on  them  by  their  adverfaries,  relatmg  to  niat^ 
rla^e,' the  refurreAion  of  the  body,  and  flate 
of  the  foul  after  death  *. 

No  man  ever  cxpreffed  a  more  deadly  ran^ 
cour  3gainft  Wicklifre  than  Coch/eus^  infomuch 
that  he  condemns  him  to  (harper  torments  in 
Hell  than  even  jadas  or  Nerb ;  ^ct  the  ac*- 
count  he  gives  of  die  behaviour^  and  fuflferings 
of  Jiibn  Htife,  (who  was  WicJdiift^s  difciple, 
taoght  the  very  fame  doArines,  and  preached 
againJfl  the  fame  corruptions,  with  his  Mafter) 
will  filHiciently  clear  both,  in  the  opinion  of 
all  unbiafled  judges,  of  the  pernicious  tenets 
laid  to  their  charge.  "  When  he  was  required 
by  the  Bifhop,  fays  this  admirable*  writer,  ^6 
abjure  the  doctrines  he  had  tauettt,  he  refufed 
to  do  fo,  lefl  he  fhould  wound' hi$  Confcience 
by  offending  God ;  and,  after  his  being  chain- 
ed to  the  flake,  he  folemnly  protefled  three 
times,  even  when  the  pile  was  fet  on  fire,  that 
he  had  never  taught  the  wicked  opinions  im- 
puted to  him,  but  always  maintained  the  con* 

•  Hift.  fui  temp.  lib.  2, 

trarv. 
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"traiy.  .  .In  $i  word,  hfe  breathed  out  his  lift 
ga^,  complaining*,'  thSt  fuch  things  had  betsK. 
falfely  laid  to  bis  charge,  and  that  he'h'itl 
taught  nothing  but  the  tmths  of  the  Gofpet  *.** 
This  laft  teftkoony  is  fo  pertinent,  that  I  can- 
not forbear  repeating  here  a  very  ftriking  ex- 
pref&on  of  Erafmu6,  who,  in  fpeaking  or  the 
treBtment  of  this  noble  ConfefTor,  cdncltides 
with  indignation>  "  that  he  was  indeed  bufnty 
but  not  confuted^*  I  am  well  aware,  that  tfie 
generality  of  Papifts  will  rqeft  the  teftiniohV 
of  this  great  man,  tho'  a  member  of  their  owp 
Churcht  for  rea/bns  which  do  little  honour  to 
Popoy.      ,  '    :  1 

fieudes  the  evidence  above  produced,  in  vin- 
dication of  that  much  injured  people,  widx 
reipeA  to  the  purity  of  their  faith  and  manner^> 
Divine  Provideocft  has  fo  ordered  it,  that^  not- 
withftandiiig  aH  the  calumnies  and  forgetitfs  of 
their  *  adverfaries,  to  give  ibme  color  to  fucii 
barbarities  ad  Mahometans  and  Pagans  woufd 
ihudder  at^  ftveral  authentic  records  of  their 
examinations,  trials,  and  fentences  *f-,  have  been 
preferved,  which  remain  eternal  monuments  of 
their  innocence,  as  well  as  of  the  wicked  arts 
made  ufe  of  by  thofe  outrageous  Bigots,  to 
prgudice  the  world  againft  them.  In  Ihort,  to 
repeat   my,  former  remark,    the  indifputable 

•  4  ."     '       ■ 

.*  .  -  ■ 

.•  Hift;  Huflit.'-cap.  lo.  ,       ■ 

t  Many  of  thefc  valuable  records  have  been  tmnfmittcd 
to  England,  and  are  dcpo/ited  in  the  public  Library  t>f  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge.  Others  are  carcfuily  preferved 
in  Holland,  Bafil,  Geneva,  and  elfewhere. 

voucher^ 
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Vouchers  we  have  of  the  numbcrleft  vUlainietf 
committed  in  thoie  dark  tiii|ea,  when  Monkery 
bcxe  Tway,  compared  with  fimllar  traniafUaas 
of  a  later  date»  too  plunly  evince,  that  Inquiiv 
toes  have  afted  on  the  iame  principles,  and 
nude  ufe  of  the  fame  methods  of  converiionj 
vrith  veiy  little  variation,  in  eveiy  age. 

As  I  fhall  confine  myfelf,  in  this  letter,  to 
ihe  Mafliu:res  peipetrated  in  Italy  and  France, 
and  even  of  theie  only  mention  fome  q£  .the 
moft  glaring,  without  taking  notice  of  the  cruel 
treatment  which  the  Albigenfes  and  their  bre- 
tfucn,  by  what  name  foever  diAinguiihed,  were 
perpetually  cxpofed  to,  in  every  part  of  Europe* 
where  they  had  ibread  thcmfelves  ;  let  us  give 
a  ihort  detail  of  a  few  more  fa£ts,  no  lefs 
Shocking,  and  confirmed  by  the  £ime  undoubt- 
ed evidence  with  the  preceding. 

Notwithflanding  the  great  numbers  of  diis 
people,  which  the  emi£uuies  of  Rome  were 
continually  cutting  off,  by  every  method  which 
fubtilty  and  malice  could  invent,  till  the  clofe 
of  the  15th  century,  they  were  not  yet  totally 
exterminated.  It  was  therefore  refolved  in  the 
ConfiAory,  to  make  a  general  Maflacre  of  the 
whole  race,  wherefoever  they  could  be  found. 
To  promote  fo  pious  a  work.  Pope  Innocent 
VIII.  published  a  Bull,  which  authorized  one 
of  the  Inquifitors,  a  Dominican  Pryar,  whcfe 
name  was  Blapm  de  Benay  to  condud  and  fu- 
perintcnd  the  Holy  War.  This  Bull  enjoined 
a  new  Croifade  to  be  preached  up  for  the  pur- 
pofe  afbrelaid ;  which  was  done  with  that 
fervor 
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fervor  and  vehemence,  which  zeal,  without 
Khdwlege  and  chalHty,  always  infpires.  A  pro- 
digious fwarm  of  bigotted  Ruffians,  headed  by 
their  ghoftly  General,  took  the  field,  and 
marched  againft  the  inhabitants  of  the  valHes, 
who,  having  received  fome  item  of  their  bloody 
intention,  had  juft  time  to  fly  to  the  mountains, 
or  to  hide  themfelves  in  caverns.  As  the  poof 
forlorn  creatures  could  not  be  eafily  forced 
from"  their  lurking  holes,  the  Croifaders,  by 
advice  of  their  Leader^  ^lled  up  the  entries 
with  dry  wood,  which  being  fet  on  fire,  the 
flames  burnt  forne,  the  fmoak  ftifled  odiers, 
and  thofe  few  that  could  find  a  pafTage,  threw 
themfelves  down  among  the  rocks,  where  moft 
of  them  were  dafhed  in  pieces.  Thofe,  who 
fell  intd  the  hands  of  thefe  crofs-bearing  Sa- 
vages, were  killed  without  mercy  3  and  it  is 
farther  affirmed  by  the  niofl  urtfufpefted  hiflo- 
rians,  that,  on  this  occafion,  near  fourfcoi* 
infants  were  found  within  thofe  difmal  cavcrns> 
ilifled  to  death  in  their  cradles,  or  locked  in 
the  arms  6f  their  mothers. 

As  the  perfecutors  of  this  people  fcirce  al- 
lowed them  a  moment's  relpite,  many  were, 
not  long  after,  hunted  out,  and  ended  their 
lives  at  the  flake,  without  fo  much  as  (he  for-* 
tnallty  of  a  trial.  About  the  fame  time,  a 
multitude  of  their  brethren,  fettled  in  the 
diflridls  of  Cabriers  and  Maringot,  were  put  to 
death  with  a  variety  of  tortures ;  and  tho'  Levjis 
XII.  on  being  informed,  that  the  things  laid 
to  their  charge  were  mere  calumnies,  put  a 

H  flop. 
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ftop,  for  fome  (hort  fpace,  to  thcfe  barbarities, 
within  his  dominions  ;  yet  in  the  reign  of  his 
Siicceffor,  Francis  I.  ♦  the  treatment  they  met 
vrith,  was  attended  with  fuch  circumftances  of 
inhumanity,  as  will  be  an  everlafling  blot  to 
his  memory.     The  miferable  remains  of  this 
hated  race  in  Piedmont,  were  expofed,  without 
intermifTion,  to  the  fame  outrage,  cfpecially 
under  the  Pontificate  of  Akxdnder  VIL    And 
we  have  a  ftill  frefher  Inftance  of  their  fufier- 
ihgs,  taken  notice  of  by  BifliojS  Burnet  in  his 
Travels.     The  perfecutions,  in  fine,  which  this 
people  have  undergone,   only  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  were  fo  long,  fo  continued,  and  fo 
yToleht,  that  thbfe  who  have  minutely  fearched 
info  their  hiftory  are  generally  agreed,  that  a 
million  of  fouls  at  leaft  were  deftroyed,  from 
this  blood-thirfty  fprit,  on  the  fpfidous  pretext 
of  Religion. 

The  motive,  which  induced  me  to  recapitu- 
late fuch  trite  fads,  will  be  a  fufEcient  apology : 
\i  was  to  (hew  how  little  reafbn  oiir  adverfaries 
have  to  boaft  fo  much  of  their  Saints,  or  to 

•  Prudencio  it  Sandcva!^  a  Spanifh  Bifliop,  who  has 
wrote,  in  two  large  volumes,  the  life  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  V.  altho'  he  fcvencly  cenfures  the  conduct  of 
Francis,  in  other  refpecls,  yet  highly  extolls  his  zeal  for 
the  Ciitiioiic  faith,  anJ  panicularly  for  treating  his  heretic 
fubjedts  with  fuch  extreme  feverity.  Among  other  inAances 
of  the  horrid  punilhments  they  fuflfered,  I  remember,  he 
mentions  one,  with  a  peculiar  approbation,  viz,  that  of 
putting  them  in  a  kind  of  engines,  and  broiling  them,  as 
It  were,  by  a  flow  fire,  fo  that  they  might  feel  to  fomc 
purpofe,  what  it  ^vas  to  be  burnt  alive. 

charge 
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ckifge  the  Reformation  with  novelty.  The 
Albigenfes  and  Vaudois  are  the  firfl:  Proteflants 
we  read  of  in  Europe  ;  they  are  the  moft 
illufbrious  inflance  on  record,  of  unfhaken  for;- 
titude  anudft  fo  many  fiery  trials ;  and  the  ac- 
counts tranfmitted^  down  to  us,  of  the  dodrines 
they  noraintained,  and  the  grofs  errors  and  idola- 
trous practices  they  condemned,  an  incontefta- 
ble  proof,  that  they  had  the  fame  glorious  de<» 
fign  with  our  more  modern  Reformers,  that  is, 
of  reducing  the  Chriftian  Religion,  which  had 
bfcen  fo  horridly  corrupted,  to  its  original  fland* 
ftrd;  Finally,  it  appears  from  hence,  on  the 
teftimony  even  of  their  mofl  implacable  ene^ 
mies,  thiat  there  was  a  people,  who  protefled 
flgainfl  the  innovations  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
long  before  the  days  of  Luther  and  Calvin,  (to 
which  Papifts  are  taught  to  fix  the  aera  of  die 
Reformation  ^)  that  is,  fo  foon  as  fhe  not  only 
degenerated  fo  notorioufly  from  her  ancient  pu** 
rity^  but  began  to  tyrannize  over  the  confciences 
of  inen,  by  impofing  her  new  inventions,  in  di* 
red  oppofition  to  the  word  of  God ;  coniequent* 
ly,  that  Proteflants  have  antiquity  on  their  fide^ 
tod  fhe  alone  to  be  charged  with  novelty  :  to 
which  let  m^  add,  that  tlie  very  reafons  given 

*  AU  the  PopiOi  Controverdfls  I  have  fecn,  who  attempt 
ID  prove  the  indefeAibility  and  infallibility  of  their  church, 
are  extremely  anxious  about  this  point.  As  the  Catholic 
Chinrch,  fay  they,  by  which  they  always  mean  their  own 
l^arty,  never  failed^  nor  could  err,  but  remained  the  very 
fame  it  Was  frotfr  the  begitiqing  to  that  age,  what  neceflity 
of  a  Reformation  \ 
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by  Popifli  Writers  to  juftify  the  barbarities  of* 
thofe  times,  fufliciently  demonftrate  the  badnefs 
of  a  caufe,  which  Hood  in  need  of  fuch  mer 
thods  for  its  fupport. 

To  conclude  with  the  refleftioris  of  a  cele- 
brated author,  who  publiihed  his  remarks  on 
the  antient  churches  of  Piedmont,  in  1690  ** 
The  church  of  Rome,  as  her  own  annals 
evince,  has  dyed  her  purple  in  the  blood  of 
thefe  Innocents,  ever  fince  the  i  ath  century  2 
Ihe  has  monopolized  the  trade  of  perfecution, 
and  can  vaunt  herfelf  to  have  carried  it  on  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  none  of  that  People  are 
now  to  be  found  in  their  own  country,  except 
thofe  fhe  locks  up  in  her  dungeons,  and  re- 
ferves  for  capital  punifliment :  never  did  flie 
give,  a  more  inconteftable  evidence  of  her  An-* 
tichriflianifm,  than  bv  her  iniatiable  thiril  of 
the  blood  of  thefe  Chriflians,  who  renounced 
her  communion,  for  thefe  fix  hundred  years 
pafii,  which  fhe  has  made  to  run  down  like 
water,  exterminating  thofe  by  fire  and  fvvord, 
who  were  not  moved  with  the  empty  noife  of 
her  anathemas :  during  this  whole  ipace,  they 
have  always  been  in  the  condition  of  fheep 
led  to  the  (laughter,  by  their  <x>ntinual  and  un- 
interrupted martyrdoms ;  maintaining  that  holy 
Religion,  which  her  perfecutors  no  longer  pro- 
feffed,  any  farther  than  it  could  be  rendered 

• 

*  Dr.  Allia  publiihed  thefe  remarks,  about  the  time 
vrhen  the  laft  perfccudon/  mentioned  by  Burnet,  was  car- 
rying on. 

fubfervient 
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fubfcrvient  to  the  worldly  intereft,  the  pride 
And  lordlinefs  of  Popes  and  Ecclfefiaftics. , 

In  my  next,  which  will  be  very  fhort,  yoii 
fhall  have  the  remainder  of  what  has  occurred 
to  me  on  this  head.   In  the  interim,  I  am,  G?r. 


LETTER        VJII. 

^  IRy 

ALT  HO*  there  are  numerous  and  recent 
inftances  of  dreadful  perfecutions  in  va- 
rious parts  of  Europe,  yet  as  they  do  not  {o 
properly  fall  under  the  article  of  MafFacres,  I 
fhall  point  out  but  two  more  of  the  latter  kind, 
at  the  bare  mention  of  which,'  Popery  will  ap- 
pear in  all  its  horrora.  The  firft  is  that  of  St. 
Bartholomews  Eve,  or,  as .  it  is  frequently 
called,  of  the  Paris-weddingj.  which  will  be 
ever  remembered  in  France.  De  Thou,  a  Ro- 
man Catholic,  and  by  far  the  honefteft  Hiflorian 
which  that  kingdom  ever  produced,  fpeaks  cf 
it  as  an  eternal  reproach  to  his  Nation  as  well 
as  Religion,  and  wifhes  that  fo  execrable  an  aft 
could  be  blotted  out  of  die  French  Annals. 
How  much  the  Pope  encouraged  and  approved 
this  expeditious  method  of  getting  rid  of  Here- 
tics, let  the  Paintings  witnefs,  in  the  great  hall 
of  the  Vatican,  underneath  which,  thefe  words 
were  to  be  feen  in  capitals,  Pontifex  Colignii 
necem  probat.  Every  one  knows  that  Admiral 
Coligni  was  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the 
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ftroteftant  Party,  and  in  what  manner  he  was 
affaflinated,  in  breach  of  public  faith  and  the 
jTioft  folemn  oaths.  A  more  treacherous  and 
villainous  murder  was  never  perpetrated,  even 
according  to  D'Avila's  account,  who  cannot  be 
funded  of  the  leaft  prepoffeflion  in  favor  of 
the  Reformed.  The  horrible  {laughter  of  the 
unfufpedling  Hugonots,  which  immediately  en- 
fued,  and  the  uninterrupted  perfecutioris  which 
their  defcendants  have  been  ever  fince  expofed 
to,  in  that  kingdom,  are  too  notorious  to  need 
repetition. 

Ttie  fecond  inftance  more  nearly  concerns 
our  own  country.      You  will  naturally  con- 
clude, that  I  am  going  to  fpeak  of  the  well- 
known  Irijh  Maffacre,  wherein  moft  of  the 
Tiroteftants,  who  had  no  fuipicion  of  the  cruel 
defign,   were  butchered  in  cold  blood.     The 
encouragement  the  Papifts  had  from  Rome  to 
uhdertake  this  Holy  War ;  the  blind  obedience 
they  paid  to  their  ghoftly  Diredtors,  who,  in 
imitation  of  the  blefied  St.  Dominic  and  his 
difciples,  rufhed  about  like  Furies,  with  Cru- 
cifixes in  their  hands,    exciting  the  Catholic 
Ruffians,   by  tlieir  own  example,  to  fhew  no 
mercy  to  Heretics  j    the  horrid  outrages,    and 
humberlefs  methods  of  wanton  barbarity  then 
put  in  pradicc ;  all  thcfe  circumftances  bear  too 
lively  a  refcmblance  of  tlie  fliocking  fcenes  of 
the  ancient  Albigenfcs  and  Vaudois,    to  fufFcr 
us  to  doubt  a  moment,    that   theie   modern 
.  Croifaders,  the  moft  ignorant,  fuperftitious,  and 
bigotted  of  aoy  people  on  earth,  were  aduated 

by 
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by  the  very  famp  ffurit  with  their  forefatljers  in 
Languedoc  and  Piedmont. 

Not  to  enter  on  a  detail  of  fafts,  which  tfa? 
hiftories  of  thofe  wretched  times  have  handed 
down  to  us  I  it  will  he  fufficient  jufl  to  intimate 
that  the  Popifh  inhabitants  of  that  Ifland^  who 
complain  fo  heavily  of  hard  ufage  at  prefent, 
cannot  be  infenfible,  that,  were  it  much 
harder,  'tis  no  more  than  what  the  laws  both 
of  God  and  man  would  juftify.  Are  the  hard- 
ihips  they  complain  of,  to  be  compared,  in 
any  £hape,  to  the  thoufandth  part  of  what  the 
Protefbuits  iCafFered,  fuch  of  them,  J  mean,  a$ 
efcaped  the  general  carnage  ?  The  reftridions 
impofed  on  them,  (thp'  even  thcfe  are  now  in 
great  meafure  relaxed)  are  no  more  than  necef- 
fary  precautions  to  fruftrate  or  prevent  the  lik<fc 
bloody  attempts  for  the  future  \  nor  can  thoie, 
who  have  fo  feverely  felt  what  Popery  is,  when 
it  has  once  got  the  upperrhand,  be  ever  too 
much  on  their  guard.  The  treatment  diey 
met  with>  during  the-^rt  reign  of  James  ll. 
and  efpecially  4ujing  his  fhorter  abode  among 
them,   after  his  abdication  ^,  is  ftill  frefh  in 

their 


*  Immediately  on  the  deceafe  of  Charles  II.  every  one 
knows,  how  exceifively  the  Papifts  in  Ireland  were  elated, 
and  in  what  manner  they  b^n  to  &ew  their  inveterate 
hatred  to  the  Proteftants,  which  had,  for  a  while,  been 
/omewhat  fmothered.  Thefe  latter  were  harrafled  and 
oi>prefled  a  thou&nd  ways,  during  the  whole  reign  of 
James ;  and^  after  his  abdication,  nothing  was  heard  of 
bnt  robberies,  plnnderings,  facrileges,  rapes,  and  public 
as  well  as  private  affiiffipations ;  all  Tii^ch  were  connived 
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their  memories  ;  it  has  fully  convinced  then> 
what  tliey  are  to  expetS  on  another  occafionj 
and  that  Popery  can  no  more  change  its  na-r 
ture,  than  the  Ethiopian  his  fkin,  or  the 
Leopard  his  fpots.  Our  Religion,  which  is 
founded  on  the  Golpel,  and  not,  like  theirs, 
on  human  inventions,  naturally  infpires  us 
with  lenity  and  forbearance  to  diofe  of  a  dif- 
ferent perfuafion  j  but  as  it  cannot  be  reafona- 
bly  cxpefted,  that  men  of'fuch  uncharitable 
principles  as  Papifts,  fliould  be  capable  of 
treating  others  with  the  fame  tendernefe  them^ 
felves,  experience,  common  prudence,  and  felf- 
prefervation  didlate,  that  they  fhould  be  re-r 
ftrained,  as  far  as  poflible,  from  doing  farther 
mifchief. 

I  remember  to  have  had  fome  difcourfe  with 
xcxi  Irifh  Dominican  about  this  Maflacre,  and 
having  alked  him,  how  any  Religion,  which 
pretends  to  the  name  of  Chriftian,  could  juflify 
fuch  barbarities,  he  never  offered  to  deny  or 
extenuate  the  fafl,  but  only  infifted,  that  our 
accounts  were  greatly  exaggerated)  as  it  might 

at,  or  openly  encouraged,  by  Tyreonnel,  the  Lord  Depuij-. 
It  is  aiTcrced,  on  good  authority,  that  another  fjciK-nil 
MafTacre  was  propofed  to  thia  Tyrnit,  and  rejefbed  fur  no 
other  reafon,  but  becaufc  things  were  oot  yet  i  ipe  for  cxo 
CDtioh.  After  King  James's  landing  with  French  Troops, 
befidcs  the  innumerable  infbnccs  of  his  aver/ion  to  the 
ProteAantS)  he  not  only  revoked  the  A^  of  Settlement, 
which  entirely  overturned  the  Confiitution,  but  a^nally 
reAored  great  part  of  the  forfeited  crtatcs,  to  ihore  Mil- 
creants,  who  had  been  moft  deeply  concerned  in  tht;  Maf- 
^e  of  1.6^1,  or  to  their  defceadants. 

be 
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te  doubted,  whether  the  whole  number  of 
Proteftants  deftroyed  on  that  occafion,  much 
exceeded  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  i  to 
which  he  added  with  fome  warmth,  that  the 
poor  oppreffed  Catholics  had  fufficient  provoca- 
tion for  aifting  as  they  did.  I  was  not  at  all 
iurprized  at  this,  having  {o  often  heard  the 
fame  Maflacrc  not  only  apologized  for,  but 
highly  applauded.  Indeed  there  is  too  much 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  generality  of  Irilh 
Papifts  at  leaft,  would  make  little  fcruplc  of 
adting  the  fame  fcene  over  again,  in  cafe  a  fa-, 
vourable  opportunity  offered  i  for,  as  to .  its 
lawfulnefs,  the  Priefts  take  care  to  quiet  their 
confciences.  .  For  my  own  part,  I  have  ii^ce 
ever  converfed  vi^ith  one  of  the  lower  dais  of 
this  bigotted  people,  and  with  very  few  of  the 
better  fort,  who  did  not  avow,  or  plainly 
enough  inlinuate,  that  they  looked  on  the 
thing  as  a  glorious  action.  Is  it  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  me  ignorant  rabble  of  this  nation 
(hould  be  fo  unanimous  on  the  poit)t  before  us, 
when  the  moft  dignified  of  their  Clergy  have 
purpofely  wrote  in  its  juftificfition  ?  "Tis  no 
longer  ago  than  the  year  1674,  that  one  of 
their  Titular  Biihops  publifhed  an  Apology  *, 
which  has  been  fincc  re-printed,  wherein  he 
defends  all  the  outrages  committed  in  that 
Rebellion,  as  the  confequences  of  a  "juji  aii4 
Holy  War. 

*  Entitled,  The  Weeding  Iptugenia. 
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proper  occafion,  to  dart  forth   its  venom,  is 
always  to  be  luipected. 

I  am  willing  to  &kink  as  favorably  as  I  can  evca 
of  Papifts,  but  believe,  it  will  fcarce  be  doubt- 
ed, that,    (hould  matters  ever  take  the  turn, 
which  die  united  efibrts  of  the  whole  Party 
have  been  fo  long  driving  at,  Smitbfield  would 
ibon  be  put  to  its  old  Catk^Jic  ule,  very  different 
from  that  of  buying  and  felliiig  cattle ;  and  as 
there  is  fuch  a  number  of  hands,  which  only 
wait  for  employment,    perh^s  we  might  fee 
another  St.  Bartt^jkme'u;  s  E^'je  in  London,  cele- 
brated wiih  the  fame  bloody  folemnity  as  that 
of  Paris.     Certain  it  is,  that  the  vaft  increafe 
of  Englifh  Papiils,  efpecialiy  in  the  Metropolis, 
for  fome  years  paft,  has  long  occafloned  melan- 
choly refledlions ;  but  thofe  prodigious  fwarms 
of  Jnih  Auxiliaries,    which    are    continually 
flocking  hither,    have  rendered  the  Body  io 
formidable,  that  many  thinking  Protefbnt3  are 
now  alarmed  at  it.     The  riota  and  outrages 
of  this  rabble,  generally  the  dregs  and  outcafb 
of  their  own  country,  as  weak  in  their  intel- 
leds,  as  flrong  in  their  pafHons,  and  therefore 
the  jfitteft  inflruments  in  the  world  for  any 
defperate  undertaking,  tho'  treated  by  fome  as 
a  matter  of  trifling  coniequcnce,  appear  in  a 
very  ferious  light  to  thofe  who  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  Popery,  and  judge  of  the  tree  by 
Us  fruit.     This  I  gw  aver^   that,  on  certain 
occalipns»   it  is  d|aiigeroii$  to  mi%  by  one  of 
their 'ch^ls,  where  you  /rs;iy  fee  three  or  four 
hundred  afTexnl^led  together,  waiting  for  Mafs, 

and 
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and  the  pious  inftrudlions  which  generally 
follow,  in  a  language  underftood  by  the  Con- 
gregation, which  is  more  than  can  be  faid  of 
their  Divine  Service. 

Our  Popifli  Bifhop,  whofc  remarks  we  have 
how  before  us,    heavily  complains,    that  the 
..poor  Catholics  in  England  are  moft  grievoufly 
opprefled,    and   live  in  a  ftate  of  perfecution. 
For  my  part,  I  do  not  conceive,  hpw  they  can 
be  indulged  more  than  they  are,    unlefs  the 
Legiflature  would  be  fo  complaifant  as  to  re- 
peal the  laws  which  have  fo  long  lain  dor- 
mantj  and  permit  tliem  to  hear  Mafs  in  our 
Parifli-Churches  ^  fince  nothing  caiji  be  rnore 
'notorious^  than  that  they  hear  it  as  often,  and 
as  openly  as  they  pleafe,  every  where  elfe.     I 
.could  never  perceive  any  kind  of  grievance 
they  labor  under,    except   that  of  being  re- 
trained,   in  fome   degree,    from   perfecuting 
others,  which,  it  iriuft  be  owned,  is  no  fmall 
grievance  to  fuch  as  think  it  their  duty  to  re- 
duce,   by  force   and    violence,    thofe    whom 
neither  perfuafions  nor  anathemas  can  bring 
oyer.    As  to  the  reft,  does  not  this  very  Titular 
Blfhop,    who  exclaims  fo  bitterly  againft  our 
penal  laws,    cxercife   his  Epifcopal  Fundions 
\vith  as  little  referve  as  if  no  fycb  laws  exifted  ? 
Who  hinders  him,  or  any  of  his  Prieftly  Al- 
fiftants  from  making  daily  f  rofelytes,  and  erecft- 
ing  new  Mafs-houfes  for  their  reception,  where 
the  Offices  appertaining  to  the  national  Clergy, 
particularly  thofe   of  Chriftenings   and   Mar- 
riages,   are  Iblemnly  performed,    and   public 

Regifters 
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R^gifters  *  kept  of  the  fame  ?  Nothing,  in 
iinc,  feems  wanting  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
their  Hierarchy,  but  the  revenues  poffeiTed  by 
the  legal  Incumbents  :  the  want  of  thefe  is  un- 
doubtedly another  real  Kardfhip ;  nor  do  I  fee 
how  it  can  be  well  removed,  till  they  get  a 
iPrince  to  their  own  heart's  defire,  who  may 
put  things  on  the  old  footing,  agreeable  to  the 
Plan  prefented  to  King  James  II.  In  the  in- 
terim, confidering  how  matters  are  circum- 
ftanced,  it  would,  I  think,  be  prudent  to  dif- 
femble  their  impatience  a  little,  and  not  to 
ihew  their  teeith  before  they  are  able  to  bite. 

I  fhall  add  biit  one  remark  more,  with  re- 
gard to  Malfacres,  whether  ancient  or  mcidern, 
foreign  or  domeftic  :  in  thefe  Father  Ch-ndl-r 
feems  to  allow,  that  fome  fcandals  (the  gentle 
term  he  ufes  for  the  moft  fhocking  barbarities) 
may  have  happened  ;  yet,  to  clear  his  Church 
even  from  this  flight  imputation^  he  affirms, 

•  To  what  end  fach  Reeifters  can  ferve,  efpcclally  in 
cafes  df  marriage,  is  a  mylrery  to  me,  fince  they  cannot 
be  produced  in  a  Court  of  JufHce ;  unlefs  they  are  pre<- 
ferved,  in  expeftation  of  the  day,  when  they  fhall  be  re- 
pofitcd  in  our  Pariih- Churches,  and  there  referred  to,  as 
authentic  vouchers.  Some  of  thefe  Regifters  were  unfor- 
tunately confumed,  when  the  late  Sardinian  Chapel  was 
burnt ;  the  lofs  of  which  is  mudh  more  regretted  by  our 
Papifts,  than  that  of  all  the  religious  trinkets,  fo  neceflary 
to  what  they  call  Divine  Service.  Several  of  thefe  good 
Catholics,  who  had  flocked  together  on  that  occaflon,  in 
Lincolns-Inn  Fijclds,  had  the  impudence  to  iniiuuate,  that 
tins  Chapel  had  been  malicioudy  fct  on  fire  by  Protcftants. 

that 
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,  diat  fuch  fcandals  are  not  to  be  charged  to  the 
fcore  of  Religion,  but  to  human'^or  worldly 
motives.  I  pcrfcftly  agree  with  his  lordfliip, 
that  Religion,  in  the  proper  fenfe  of  the  word, 
had  no  mare  in  the  matter ;  iince  it  is  clear 
enough,  that  thofe,  who  were  capable  of  fuch 
enormous  i^lainies,  had  no  Religion  at  all : 
yet  ftUI  it  is  equally  clear,  that  Religion  was 
alw^  the  pretut,  I  mean  the  Popifh  Religion, 
vfaioi,  in  thh  reipeft,  more  deteftable  than 
ibat  of  Mahomet,  alone  authorizes  the  mcA 
tinchiiftian  and  inhuman  methods  for  the  ex- 
tirpation of  Heretics,  that  is,  of  every  foul 
whofe  confcience  cannot  yield  to  its  unwarrant- 
able impofitions.  The  hiftory  of  thofe  very 
fi;:andal8  he  fpeaks  of  in  fuch  foft  terms,  has 
totig  ^  ^tidyd  the  world,  that  there  is  no- 
thing 10  atrocious  or  execrable,  which  the  pre- 
(thded  Vicars  of  Chrill  Hare  not  put  in  praiaicc 
to  maihciin  their  ufurpadons. 

In  my  next,  I  fhall  examine  what  is  offered 
in  vindication  of  C^een  Mary's  condufl:,  par- 
ticularly with  regard  to  the  burning  of  Arch-* 
iHlhop  QanmcF,  and  am,  &<-. 
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LETTER        IX. 

S     I    Ry 

A  S  the  Douay-Pamphlet  before  us,  was 
JfjL  chiefly  intended  for  the  ufe  of  Papifts, 
andTior  this  reafon,  never  fold  in  public^  but 
handed  about  privately,  you  v^ill  not  be  fur- 
prized,  that  its  author  fhould  have  had  the  ef- 
frontery to  affert,  that  more  blood  has  been 
fhed  by  Proteflants,  on  a  religious  account,  for 
thefe  two  lad  centuries,  than  by  the  Roman 
Inquifitioh,  from  its  firft  inflitution. 

Now  in  order  to  clear  up  this  point,  it  will 
be  heceflkry  to  obierve,  that  the  words,  Roman 
Inquifition^  feem  confined  here  to  the  particular 
Tribunal,  now  exifling  at  Rome,  which  is  al- 
lowed to  be  le(s  fevere,  at  leaft  with  regard  to 
public  executions,  than  the  fame  kind  of  Court 
in  other  countries,  efpecially  with  regard  to  the 
Jews,  whom,  for  fecular  ends,  it  tolerates.  Yet 
even  this  mild  .Tribunal  is  terrible  enough,  ac- 
cording to  Fa%er  Piazzas  account,  who  was 
one  of  its  Vicars,  or  delegate  Judges.     Among 
other  inflahces  of  its  injuftice  and  cruelty,  he 
mentions  that  of  a  poor  Italian  Prieft,  who^ 
haying  been  apprehended  on  a  mere  fufpicion 
of  Herefy,  was  fo  terrified  at  the  treatment  he 
met  with,  that  he  grew  diftradled.     What  he 
adds  on  this  head,  is  ilill  more  fhocking,  viz. 
(hat  the  ofticers  had  feized  the  wrong  perfon  ; 
upon  which,  the  wretched  Prieft  was  turned 
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adrift  to  (hift  for  himfelf.  This  Tribunal,  in 
fhort,  like  all  other  Holy  Offices,  which  are 
fuperiii traded  and  diirAf^  by  the  Supreme  and 
Vniverjal  Inquifition  at  Rome,  is  ever  to  be 
dreaded,  as  it  retains  an  abfolute  power  over 
every  delinquent,  whether  real  or  pretended, 
guards  an  impenetrable  fecrecy  in  its  procefles, 
condemns  without  appeal,  and  is  arbitrary  in 
its  piiniihments.  T!ic  truth  is,  notwithftanding 
its  public  executions  are  fo  rare>  yet,  as  to  its 
private  ones,  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  they  are  little  lefs  frequent  than  elfe- 
where;  lince  fo  many,  like  the  beafts  who  en- 
tered the  Lion's  den,  are  feen  to  go  in,  and  fo 
few  to  come  out. 

However,  to  remove  all  ambiguity,  let  it  be 
noted,  once  for  all,  that,  as  the  term;  Poperyy 
i$  never  confined  to  the  immediate  fubje£ts  of 
the.  Pope,  but  extends  to  thofe  of  every  nation, 
who  adhere  to  that  new  fyftem  of  Faith,  which 
diAlnguifhes  Papifts  from  all  other  Chriftians ; 
fo  tlie  term,  Human  Inquijiiion,  not  only  com- 
prehends every  Triburial,  which  derives  its  au- 
thority from  Rome,  but  Hkewife  all  the  anti- 
chriftian  methods,  which  that  ambitious  Court 
has  taken  itfelf,  or  induced  others  to  take,  iri 
c\'ery  age  and  country,  to  force  the  world  to 
embrace,  for  divine  truths,  the  many  falfe  doc- 
trines, idolatrous  praiflices,  and  ihamelefs  for- 
geries, whereon  its  grandeur  is  built. 

Having  already  given  my  fentiments  on  the 

charge  brought  againft  Proteftants,  with  re^eft 

to  Maffacres,  I  Oiall  fay  no  more  on  this  head, 
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^an  that  thoTe,  who  can  fwallow  the  worship 
bf  Images,  and  Tranfubflantiation,  as  articles 
of  their  Creed,  have  at  leafl  as  much  reafbn  to 
believe  diis>  as  they  do  every  thing  clfe,  wluch 
their  God-makert  *  are  pleated  to  impofe  on 
them.  I  am  fcnfible  it  will  be  labor  loft  to  afk 
our  nutred  Apologift,  who  pretends  to  be  lb 
well  acquainted  with  the  hillory  of  his  own 
countty,  what  maflacre  ProteAants  ever  made 
of  Papills.  Perhaps  he  wilt  call  by  this  name, 
the  execution  of  a  few  perfons,  who  were  le- 
gally tried,  and  convifled  of  treafon.  Thefc, 
it  is  certain^  are  the  only  infUnces  on  record  j 
and  even  amcMig  theic  few,  was  any  one  ever 
<;omaiitted  to  the  flamesj  purely  for  being  of  a. 
diffisrent  religion  from  his  Judges }  Did  not 
Dominic  alone  caufe  more  blood  to  be  ihed, 
on  a  religious  account,  than  fifty  Nero's  and 
Dioclefians  ? 

Such  Apofllcs  as  Father  Ch-ndl-r,  and  good 
P^her  B-tl-r,  whofc  interell  it  is  to  keep  their 
flocks  in  the  grofieU  ignorance,  may  call  the 
accounts  of  tbofe  horrid  maffiures  I  have  enu- 
merated, grofe  mif-reprefentaticHis ;  but  let  me 
tell  thefe  zealous  Propagators  of  Popery,  they 
are  infinitely  better  attefted  than  any  of  the 
miracles  attributed  to  their  new  Saints,  not 
excepting  thofe  of  MoTifmr  St.  Anthony  of 
Lifbon,  or  Madam  St.  Catharine  of  Sienna  'f', 
with 

*  See  I.etter  XX.  tod  note  in  Letier  XXni. 
f  A  inaA  ridiculous  coftom  prevails  amoag  the  SpanUrds 
JUd  P«rtngnei^  who,  to  exprcfs  a  more  than  ordinary  re- 
1  Ipeft 
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with  fotoc  others  I  could  mention,  who  owe ' 
thfeir  S^intfliip,  if  not  their  very  exiftence,  to 
fhipid  credulity,  or  bare-fac'd  impofture. 

You  muft  have  remarked,  no  doubt,  that 
the  Dbuay-Critic,  after  mentioning  the  cruel- 
tics  of  Henry  VIII.  immediately  pafles  to  thofe 
df  Queen  Elizabeth,  without  taking  notice  of 
her  Predeceflbr,  whofe  lenity,  if  our  records 
are  to  be  credited,  we  have  no  great  reafon  to 
boaft  of.  But  have  a  little  patience,  and  you 
will  find  he  has  not  forgot  her. 

"  The  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  fays  he,  is 
always  the  burden  of  the  fong,  in  this  charge 
6f  blood  and  cruelty.  It  is  much  to  be  wifhed, 
that  it  had  not  been  ftained  with  fuch  a  blemifli. 
However,  feveral  circumftances  (hew  the  caufe 
to  have  not  been  purely  religious,  but  compli- 
cated with  crimes  againft  the  State,  efpecially 
thofe  of  illegal  plunderings  and  rebellion.  For, 
when  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.  feized 
many  of  the  church-lands  into  their  own 
hands,  both  their  Commiffioners  and  private 
perfbns  who  embraced  or  favoured  the  new  Re- 
Ugiony  plundered  great  part  of  the  goods  of  the 
fifiiirches  and  monafteries,  for  their  own  ufc.— - 

fpefb  for  their  modern  favonrite  Saints,  are  not  content  to 
ftyle  them  fimply,  Santo  or  Santa^  but  always  add,  ScTior 
Santo,  or  SeTtora  Santa ;  i.  e,  Mr.  or  Madam  St.  fuch  a 
one ;  an.  honor  I  never  knew  given  to  the  Apoftles,  or  to 
any  of  the  ancient  Saints,  who  are  grown  fo  much  out  ot 
vogue,  that  few  or  none  vifit  their  Altars,  or  make  tlicni 
any  ofFerings ;  nor  did  I  ever  fee  their  images  carried  in 
proCelSQii. 

Some 
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feome  of  the  Minifters  of  Queen  Mary  had, 
probahfy,  thefe  excefles  frefli  j.j  their  memory, 
and  perhaps  imagined,  few  of  the  Gcf/'dlers  (as 
they  called  themfelves)  innocent.  iM^ireover, 
treafons  and  rebellions  were  a  more  pujvcking 
circuiriftance.  Cranmer  and  Ridley  had  been 
ringleaders  in  the  confpiracy  to  exclude  Queen 
Mary  from  the  Crown,  and  to  place  it  on  the 
head  of  Lady  Jane ;  on  which  account,  when 
Cranmer  declared,  that  he  was  ready  to  profeft 
the  Catholic  religion,  he  was  aniwcted,  that 
this  would  not  liive  his  life.  Queen  Maiy  alio 
remembered,  doubtleis,  the  treatment  the  and 
hcf  m,othcr  had  nlet  with  from  his  hands.  So 
that  this  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  cafe 
merely  of  religion.  Moreover,  tho  principal 
ringleaders  of  the  fiew  religion  in  England, 
flirred  up  more  rebellions,  and  carried  on  more 
confpiracies  againfl  that  Queen,  during  her 
Ihort  reigrti  than  were  raued  under  Qneen 
Elizabeth,  during  a  reign  nine  times  as  lung, 
IS  Dri  Baily  takes  notice.  After  all,  the  execu- 
tions in  her  reign,  on  account  of  religion,  have 
been  exaggerated  beyond  all  bounds.  Mr.  Col- 
lier, in  his  HiAorical  Di<5tiona:y,  under  the 
name,  Foxt  thought  it  neceifary  to  give  this  cau- 
tion, that  Fox,  the  famous  MartyrologiA,  was 
a  carelels  writer,  who  gathered  his  accouQts 
from  people  who  could  not  be  trulled  ;  and 
that  fome,  whom  he  mentioned  to  have  fuf- 
fcred  death,  were  living  when  the  firft  edition 
of  liis  A£ts  were  pubiifiiedi  which  obliged  him 
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to  haflen  a  fecond  edition,  in  which  he  omitted 
their  names.-— Many  recorded  here  as  Martyrs, 
died  for  Trea^M),  or  in  open  rebellion^  as  is 
proved  both  by  Father  Parums,  and  by  Alanus 
CopHS^  alias  Nicholas  Harpsfieldy  >vho  tfliew  Fox 

ito  be  a  vender  of  Fables. ^  In  fine,  Queen 

Mary  was  much  the  moft  tender  and  merciful 
of  the  whole  race  of  the  Tudors.  Proteilant 
Writers  bear  teilimony  to  her  extraordinary  de- 
'votiim  and  piety ^  which  virtues  were  the  dFedl 
of  her  fincere  religion.  The  blood,  which  was 
Ipilt  by  her  authority,  will  always  tarnifli  her 
fiflory  ;  and  Traitors  ought  to  have  been  ini- 
peaclhbd  for  their  crimes  againfl:  the  ftate^  and 

iiot  for  their  religious  principles." 

However  fatistsuStory  this  apology  may  a{^)ear 
td  Paptfts,  ihere  is  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  a 
£ngle  Protedafit  in  the  threa  kingdoms,  who, 
on  reading  it,  will  entertain  a  more  Eivourable 
(pinion  of  this  Catholic  Princefs.  Our  writers 
do  indeed  bear  tdlimony  to  her  extraordinary 
devotion  and  piety  \  and  to  this  very  devotion 
and  piety  it  is,  that  they  impute  her  infamous 
breach  of  faith  to  thofe  whom  ihe  had  fo 
iblemnly  promifed  liberty  of  confcience  to,  and 
the  many  barbarous  executions,  during  her 
ihort  mglorious  reign,  as  the  natural  effed  of  a 
religion,  to  which  ihe  was  fo  immoderately 
bigoted ;  a  religion,  which  teaches  its  followers 
to  keep  no  faith  with  Heretics,  efpecially  when 
the  intcreft  of  the  church  is  concerned,  and 
which  juftifies  their  extirpation  by  the  moft  in- 
human 
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human  methods  *.  If  tliis  Queen  is  to  be 
reputed  the  moft  tender  and  merciful  of  the 
whole  race  of  the  Tudors,  for  fuch  adlions  as 
thefe,  which  chiefly  diftinguifti  her  charadter, 
/he  muft  have  bad  very  different  notions  of 
tendemefe  and  mercy  from  the  generality  of 
mankind,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  flie  mu(l 
have  had  the  fame  idea  of  theie  virtues,  as 
Spanifh,  Portuguefe,  and  Italian  Inquifitors. 

The  caufe,  we  arc  told,  of  her  proceeding 
in  fo  rigorous  a  manner,  was  not  purely  rc- 
Wgious^.  Be  it  fo.  Yet  ftill,  it  is  granted,  re- 
ligion had  fome  fhare,  and,  as  far  as  we  can 
judge  from  every  concurring  circumAance,  the 
principal  (hare  too,  in  the  cruel  treatment  of 
Proteftants,  whatever  offence  they  might  have 
given  in  matters  of  another  nature.  The  Queen, 
it  feems,  was  not  a  little  exafperated  at  illegal 
thefts  and  plundterings ;  and  fome  of  her  Mini- 
ffers  perhaps  imagined,  that  few  oi  the  Gojpellers 
were  innocent.  If  thcfe  men  therefore  were 
reaHy^fbund  guilty  of  fuch  robberies,  why  were 
they  not  hanged  as  Thieves  ?  And  what  reafbn 
can  be  affignted,  except  their  religion,  why 
they  fhould  be  burnt  alive  as  Heretics  ?  Was 
the  bare  imagination  of  a  prejudiced  Miniftry, 
a  fufhcient  motive  to  condeain  fych  delinquents 

*  The  treatment  of  John  Hufic  and  Jerome  of  Prague^ 
at  the  Gouncil  of  Co^flaacp.  is  aa  ixiftancc  not  unfimibr 
to.thi^  prefept.  Every  ooq  knows,  that  thcfe  illuftrious 
Corfeflbrs,  after  having  received  the  Emperor's  fafe-con- 
duft;^werc  moft  perfidioufly  burnt  alive,  in  virtue  of  this 
Catholic  principle,  which  was  then  eflabllihcJ. 
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to  the  cruellef^  of  all  puniniments,  which,.  lot 
cafes  of  theft,  was  at  leafl  as  illegal  ^s  their 
plunderings  ? 

From  hence  it  is  evident,  that  their  greateft 
crime  was  tliat  of  being  GofpeUei-s,  which  name, 
as  our  Popilh  Bifhop  informs  us,  they  called 
themielves  by,  tho'  he  repeats  it,  by  way  of 
irony,  as  well  as  that  of  the  New  Religion, 
which  his  whole  party  are  taught  to  bcftow  09 
every  one,  who  .will  npt  join  in  their  idolatrous 
worlhip.  Let  him  feoff  as  long  as  he  pleafes : 
we  glory  in  the  title,  ^  it  fliews  from  whence 
we.  derive  our  Religion :-  we  do  not  pretend  to 
(race  it  higher  tliaii  the  time  of  Chrift  and  his 
Apoftles ;  in  which  refpedl,  we  readily  grant, 
^at  Paptfb  have  the  advantage  of  us,  in  point 
(fi  antiquity,  fince  the  greater  part  of  their  in- 
numerable ceremonies,  and  many  of  their  fun- 
damental do^ines  alfo,  may  be  evidently 
traced  from  the  Pagan  Superiliiions  *,  which 
are  allowed  to  be  older  than  Chriftianity.  And 
as  to  all  odier  points,  wherein  tlipy  differ  from 
us,  whether  they  owe  their  eftablifhment  to 
the  Council  of  Trent,  be  their  date  ancient  or 
modera,  or  in  what  manner  focver  they  have 
^een  introduced,  one  thing  we. are  undoubtedly 

•  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  note  here,  that  the  grand  title 
■  of  Pontifex  maximui,  which  the  Popes  chisfly  ufc  on  ihdr 
cmns  and  medals,  is  the  fatne,  whti'h  the  old  Roman  Con- 
fnls  and  Emperors  bore,  who  were  Higli  Piicfts  of  Jupiter ; 
and,  as  to  the  other  title  uf  Univerfal  Bilhop,  which  they 
fcem  mod  fond  of,  it  is  generally  allowed  to  belong  to  the 
Fore-mnner  of  Aotkhnn. 
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iure  of,  that  they  have  no  foundation  in  the 
GoipeL 

We  are  farther  informed,  that  this  tender- 
hearted Qijeen  was  particularly  offended  at 
Cranmer  and  Ridley,  who  had  been  ring* 
leaders  in  the  conlpiracy  to  exclude  her  from 
the  throne^  and  that  (he  alfo  remembered  the 
treatment  both  herfelf  and  mother  had  met 
with  at  the  hands  of  the  former,  in  the  affair 
of  the  Divorce.  Does  it  not  plainly  appear  from 
hence,  that  tlie  extraordinary  virtues  of  this 
devout  Princefs  were  blended  with  the  vileft 
pallions  ;  that  (he  refented  the  affronts  (hewn 
to  herfelf,  at  leail  as  much  as  thofe  to  her  Re- 
ligion, and  was  actuated  no  lefs  by  the  ipirit 
of  revenge,  than  of  zeal ;  tho'  the  latter,  as  the 
fequel  evinced,  got  the  afcendant,  or  at  lead 
fcrved  as  a  pretext  to  gratify  her  private  refent- 
ment  to  the  utmoft  ftretch,  by  bringing  fo 
hateful  an  objedt  to  the  flake,  who  might 
Qtherwife  have  flood  fome  chance  of  dying  on 
a  fcaffold  ? 

Be  this  as  it  will,  nothing  can  be  falfer  than 
that  Cranmer  was  the  ringleader  of  the  party, 
who  were  for  excluding  Mary  from  the  throne; 
fince  it  appears  that  he  figned  the  refolution  of 
the  Privy  Council  with  reludlance,  and  not 
till  after  repeated  importunities,  tho'  he  could 
not  but  foreiee  the  fatal  confequences  to  him* 
fclf,  fbould  that  Princefs  ever  come  to  the 
tlirone;  and,  as  to  the  old  affair  of  the  Divorce, 
which  the  pious  Queen  fo  well  remembered, 
there  are  fufficient  grounds  to  believe^  that  h^ 
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had  a£teii  in  it  from  a  piindp)^  of  oonfciencc  3 
as  the  marriage  of  her  mother  had  been  judged 
by  the  ablcA  Diviaea  in  Europe  to  be  ineon" 
fiftent  with  tho  laws  of  God,  which  none  but 
Popes  ever  dared  to  difpenfe  wibh.  It  will  not 
he  d^uted>  that  thefe  matters  ferved  lo  aggra- 
vatR  )us  cafe  :  however,  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  they  might  have  been  overlooked  in  htm, 
as  well  as  in  others  equally  obnoxious,  had  he 
not  been  fo  inftrumental  in  promoting  the  Re- 
fermation,  and  giving  fuch  a  tnortd  blow  to 
Popery,  by  caufing  the  Bible  to  be  tranflated 
into  die  vulgar  tongue ;  a  crime  never  to  be 
forgiven.  So  that^  upon  the  whole,  I  thinlc, 
it  would  be  doing  injultice  to  the  memory  of 
this  prieft-ridden  bigoted  Prince&,  to  place  the 
inhuman  treatment  of  diat  great  Prelate,  as 
welt  as  of  many  others,  who  were  never 
charged  with  the  leafl  crime  agaicA  the  State^ 
to  any  other  fcore  than  that  of  her  religion. 

Cranmer,  it  is  acknowlcged,  had-  his  weak- 
nefles,  and  fo  had  the  greatei^  faints,  not  ex- 
cepting Peter  himfelf,  whom  the  dread  of 
Jewilh  Prieils,  no  lefs  vindi£i:ive  and  blood* 
thirfty  than  the  Popifli,  and  who,  like  thefe, 
placed  the  fum  of  religion  in  mere  trifles  and 
external  rites,  negkSiing  the  vfeig&tier  matters 
ef  the  Law,  jujiice,  tnercyy  and  fnah»  tempted 
to  deny  his  Lord.  What  wonder  then  that  the 
hoary  Primate,  finking  under  a  load  of  years 
and  affliiftions,  abandoned  l^  all  his  friends, 
furrounded  by  none  but  bis  implacable  enC' 
roies,  treated  in  die  moft  ignominious  manner,, 
deluded^ 
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deliichsd/on  the  one  fide,  with  hopes  of  life, 
and'terrified,  on  the  other,  with  a  profpcdl  of 
the  cruetleft  death  j  wliat  wonder  is  it,  I  fay, 
that,  in  this  diftrefsful  fit'iation,  he  fhould  at 
length  be  induced  to  a  compliance,  extorted 
from  him  by  every  kind  of  artifice  and  rigor, 
which  the  keenett  malice  and  mod  diabolical 
fubtilty  could  invent  ?  Their  defign  undoubt- 
edly was,  to  render  his  tall  the  more  con- 
fpicuous,  by  thiis  cxpofing  the  frailues  of  one 
of  our  firft  Reformers,  and  thereby  bringing  a 
reproach  on  the  Reformation  itfeif.  But  here 
they  found  their  malice  dilappointed.  Tiic 
venerable  old  man  approached  the  flake  with- 
out trembling :  he  died  with  the  meekncfs  of 
ft  Saint,  and  the  courage  of  a  Martyr,  ponring 
out  his  Ibul  in  prayers  for  his  municrcrs ;  zna^ 
to  (hew  how  fincerely  he  repented  of  whot  he 
had  done  againfl  the  diftates  of  his  conscience,* 
he  extended  his  right  hand,  (that  unworiiy^ 
hand,  as  he  called  it,  which  had  (igncd  the 
recantation)  and  undauntedly  faw  it  burnt  off, 
before  he  expired.  This  an^azing  inftancc  of 
fortitude  is  attefted  by  Monfieur  De  Tbou^  and' 
other  cotemporary  hiftorians.  We  no  longer 
remember  his  frailties,  but  are  (Iruck  with  ad- 
miration at  the  glorious  exit  he  made,  and 
nevvjr  think  of  his  fufferings,  without  detefhng 
the  perfidy  and  cruelty  of  thofe  who  brought 
him  te  the  fiery  trial. 

One  Dr.  Baily,  we  are  informed,  takes  no- 
tice, that  there  were  more  plots  and  con/pira- 
cies againft  thi^  Catholic  Q^een,  during  her 
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fhort  reign,  than  againft  Queen  Elizabeth, 
during  a  reign  nine  times  as  long.  Whoever 
this  Dr.  Baily  is,  I  fhall  only  repeat  my  former 
obfervation,  that,  as  our  Hiflorians  of  the  moft 
undoubted  authority,  and  all  our  public  records 

five  him  the  lye,  we  may  prefume,  that  the 
)ouay-Apologift  would  fcarce  have  produced 
fuch  a  voucher,  had  his  remarks  been  in- 
tended for  the  inilru£tion  of  Heretics,  that  i?, 
qf  fuch  as  make  ufe  of  their  own  fenfes;  which 
^  thorough  Papifl  cannot  poffibly  do.  And  as 
to  what  fuch  men  as  Father  rarfons  *,  and 
Alanus  Copus,  alias  F.  Harpsfield,  affert  of  the 
matter,  you  may  judge  what  degree  of  credit 
they  deferve,  when  I  acquaint  you,  that  they 
were  not  only  both  Jefuits,  but  declared  ene« 
mies  to  the  Queen's  perfon  and  government, 
leaving  taken  indefatigable  pains  in  writing  fe-* 
ditious  Libels,  fomenting  Rebellions,  and  uling 
^U  means  poffible,  both  open  and  fccret,  to 
fobvert  the  Conftitution. 

With  regard  to  Fox^  the  Martyrologift,  the 
care  he  took  to  leave  out,  in  a  fccond  edition 
of  his  Ads,  the  mifiiakes  he  had  committed  in 
the  firft,  fufHciently  acquits  him  of  any  inten-^ 

*  This  man,  who.  is.  fo  idolized  by  our  Fapifis,  was; 
educated  a  Proteftant,  add  had  been  a  Fellow  of  Baliol- 
College  in  Oxford,  from  whence  he  was  expelled,  on  being 
detected  of  falfifyiiig  the  college  accounts  and  cheating  the 
Students :  upon  which  he  went  abroad,  and,  being  founds 
to  have  the  qualilications  nccclHiry  for  a  thorough -paced 
Jcfuit,  wns  admitted  into  the  Society,  and  became,  e\er 
arV-r,  a  plague  to  his  country. 
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|Ioa  to. deceive  his  readers ;  fo  that  this  very  in- 
ilance  produced  agaiiiil  him,  redounds  greatly 
to  his  honor,  iince  it  flicws,  he  was  n^pt 
afhaincd  of  owning  himfelf  in  the  wrong,  fp 
ibon  as  he  difcovercd  his  error.  And  fuppofing 
him  to  h^Y^  been  ever  lb  grofly  miilaken, 
what  is  this  to  die  Church  of  England^  ^vhofe 
dodlrines  are  built  on  the  folid  and  immutable 
b^iis  of  Truth/  and  need  not,  like  thofe  qf 
kome,  fictitious  Saints  and  Martyrs  for  their 
ifupport  ?  Had  Popifli  Writers  aded  with  the 
^me  candor  and  uncerity  as  Fox,  what  an  in- 
finite number  pf  their  bulkieft  Martyrologics 
and  Legends  of  Saints,  would  ha,ve  been  re- 
duced to  a  very  fiiiall  compafs,  or  dwindled 
into  nothing  ?  How  many  genuine  books  have 
they  defignedly  corrupted !  How  many  fpurious 
pnes  impofed  on  the  world  for  genuine,  to 
keep  their  new  Gofpei  in  countenance  I  And 
tho'  the  cheat  has  been  fo  often  detedled,  what 
inftance  is  there  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  by 
Y^hofe  encouragement  fuch  palpable  forgeries 
were  publifhed,  having  ever  acknowleged  pr 
rctraited  one  of  them  *  ? 

•  This  charge  has  been  made  good  by  innumerable  au- 
thors, many  even  of  the  Popifli  Communion.  I  (hall  men- 
tion  but  two,  vrhieh  now  lay  before  me.  The  firft  is  ea- 
titlcd,  Roman  Forgeries^  or^  A  true  account  of  falfe  Records^ 
difcovcring  the  impofiures  and  corrufted  avth.ritics  of  the 
Church  6f  Rome.  Printed  in  1673.  ^^^^  fccond  is,  A 
ircatife  if  the  corruptions  of  Scripturt^Councils,  nml  Fathrs^ 
for  tfie  maintenance  of  Popery.  Uy  T.  James,  Keeper  afthc 
icJ/cian  Library,     1 68  8, 
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Can  any  thing  be  more  ridiculous  than  to 
flflert,  that  the  executions,  during  Queen  Mary's 
reign,  have  been  exaggerated  beyond  all  bounds, 
becaufe  the  firft  account  Fox  ^vt  us,  of  the 
fufferings  perhaps  of  five  or  fix  pcrfons,  hap- 
pdned  to  be  ill-grounded  ?  That  a  great  num- 
ber <vcfe  burnt,  purely  on  the  fcore  of  their 
religion,  and  that  others,  charged  with  crimes 
igainfi:  the  State,  underwent  the  fame  punifh* 
inent,  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  they 
were  Proteftants,  is  univerfally  acknowjeged. 
Even  thefe,.  be  they  few  or  many,  and  fup- 
pofing  them  really  guilty  of  Felony  or  Trealbn, 
yet,  being  treated  as  Heretics,  muft  be  allowed 
to  have  fuiFered  in  the  caufe  of  Religion  ;  con- 
fcquently,  Fox  is  not  to  he  cenfured  for  having 
added  them  to  his  lift  of  Martyrs,  fipcc  it  was 
neither  thdir  Felony  nor  Treafon,  but  their  Reli- 
gion alone,  which  brought  them  to  the  Stake. 

To  foften  the  fcandal  a  little,  which  the 
foregoing  apology  muft  rjaturally  raiie  in  thofe 
who  have  a  right  notion  of  Chriftianity,  our 
food  Bifbop  wifhes  that  Qjieen  Mary's  reign 
tad  not  been  ftained  with  fuch  a  blemifti,  and 
eveaadds,  that  the  blood,  fpilt.by  h^rauthori- 
ty^  will  always  tami&  her  hiftQcy*  Now  as 
chrifllan-like  as  thefib  words  may  ieem,  they 
are  fo  very  uncatb<s>lic,  that  there  cannot  but 
lurk  Ibme  Jefu ideal  diftinftion  or  mental  re- 
ftridtion  at  the  bottom.  To  a  Chriftian,  I  al- 
low, or  tfven  to  one  of  common  humanity, 
fuch  proceedings  muft  appear  in  a  moft  hideous 
light  5  but  to  a  good  Cuthoiic,  (wluth,  tho'  a 
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ihoft  honorable  title  once,  at  prefent  tneans 
nothing  elfe  but  a  Papift,  in  the  vulgar  ac-^ 
ceptation)  they  muft  appear  in  a  quite  different 
view.  Every  Papift  is  a  persecutor  of  Heretics 
from  principle  \  and  is  there  the  leaft  proba-^ 
bility,  that  luch  a  one,  efpecially  a  Prieft,  whofe 
bufineis  it  is  to  fix  this  principle  in  the  minds 
ef  others,  fhould  difapprove  any  method  which 
may  be  judged  expedient  for  the  extirpation  of 
Herefy,  that  is  to  fay,  by  deftroying  the  per- 
sons of  Heretics  or  Proteffeints ;  the  only  me- 
diod  hitherto  found  out,  of  confuting  their 
doiSrines? 

The  whole  Catholic  Party  indeed  have  fbme 
reaibn  to  wifh,  that  the  numerous  iiillances  of 
the  zeal  of  their  darling  Princefs,  had  not  been 
fo  authentically  recorded,  fince  notwithflanding 
di  their  prefent  artifices,  and  great  fucceis  in 
gaining  unwary  profelytes,  they  flill  find  by 
experience,  what  an  irreconcileable  averiion 
the  memory  of  her  pioos  barbarities  has  raifed 
in  the  bulk  of  our  people,  to  the  very  name  of 
Popery.  But,  however  the  blood,  fy\\t  by  her 
authority,  may  tamifh  her  hiftory,  in  the  eyes 
of  ProteflanCs^  which  it  certainly  will  to  iateft 
pofterky,  yet  every  true  Son  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  looks  on  it,  and  muft  unavoidably  do 
fb^  as  one  of  its  brighteft  ornaments.  In  a 
word,  the  very  apology  offered  for  this  pious 
and  tnerdfiil  Princefs,  only  ferves  to  convince 
us  of  the  dreadful  efFedls  of  a  Religion,  whofe 
tendereft  mercies  are  cruel ;  this  nation  will 
ever  have  reaibn  to  blefs  God,  that  he  took 
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her  a^ay  fo  foonj  aad'CMiriot-pray  <dd  'eiirneilh^ 

iiiJiiWMiiiliijtiiitd  >i»id»>BHe  >^  dp'i^ 

l^-lfac  other  ptrt  ttimalhs  to  bt;  c&fffldo^^ 
iiMN4l,  "the  charge'  agtunft  Mt;  Bother,  whlbb;i 

i  fliaU'.  be  forotight  ny'tiut'  ttft;  ■  1 
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■  ^  J  ff   '•-■■• 

iBPiiiiHiing-iwp  CMOTf-^Kwgm  tgauiit  inC' 

t^tii  tOKf^iM  teA'Aljtoqpftf'  to 
iiMeiW  in  tfie  fiift  plaeei' fi^  ikitMffifliAdmg 
^'faas  b(!eh  ib  often  aceufed  in'pul^,  efpe» 
^jiMly-  by  his  Proteftant  Antagonift,-  as  a  Jefuft 
Itf-^guife,-  the  Titular  Biihop 'alvtrays  treats 
MflB  ts  a  lidcked  Apoftate  bodi  frqm  hisGhtmch. 
IWlliOvder:  con&qiicaityi<  it  tnqi^' {iidbmedv 
mh>  hbivHeitti  «aatpdoiiabt»  hJB'  -  (Sbnifoift'  rasrf 
iM^rbceb  in  other  ni|tedft,vluMb'i^  Impofbt 
l^^mk^  and,  I  tfamk^Hi!  dts^hf  tb<'iie  ftirthd; 
^Hifideredf  that  lite' tnid,Mi^b(^hias^tdcen-fuch 
pirn,  to .  expoffe  Jttm,  irdMl*very  fitn^'^piBrfimi 
^i|ll>  has  taken  no  le(s:psuns't6  tiip6(k ■  onr  firift 
)Mrmers. ' 

» -A^wag  the;.  TanotB  imiiSitAents  brotig^ 
agOBd  Mr.. BowcT)  bf  the  Vindicator ^f 'tht 
;.  (•:  Marian 
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Marian  Perfecutlon,  he  is  particularly^  charged* 
with  the  heinous  fin  of  Matrimmy.    According 
to  the  notion  of  this  fpotlcfs  mirror  of  conti- 
nence, no  tempt^on,  tho'  ever  fo  violent,  can 
pofiibiy  excufe  the  breach  of  a  folemn  \'ow  of 
Celibacy ;  for,  as  he  afTures  us,  'tis  no  ditHcult 
matter  to  live  chaftely  in  this  ftatc,  if  proper 
means  be  made  ufe  of.    Now  what  are  the 
means  which  produce   fuch   powerful  ~cffcds 
Among  Papifts,  more  than  among  thoie  of  any 
other  denomination  ?  The  principal,  it  fcems, 
is  Parting,  which,  in  the  Popifh  Icnfc  of  the 
word,  implies  a  quite  different  thing  from  its 
obvious    meaning.      Every  one   knows  what 
Proteftants,  Greeks,  and  all  other  Chriftians, 
Aay,  even  Jews  and  Mahometans,  undcrrtand 
by  this  term,  and  that  their  Farting  confifts  in 
ii  total  abrtinence  from  food }  but  among  our 
modern  Catbolia.,  (who,  by  the  way,  arc  full 
9&f articular  in  their  religious  pra^ices,  as  they 
are  in  their  Creed)  it  confirts  in  nothing  elfe 
but  a  dirtin<^ion   of  meate,   and,    generally 
fpeaking,  is  the  mort  exquitite  luxury  which 
their  circumrtances  will  afford :  for,  provided 
the  fiogle  article  of  fleOi  be  abfUined  from, 
they  are  at  liberty  to  indulge  in  every  other 
kind  of  dainty,  without  bruiking  this  precept 
of  their  Church,    Can  you  defire  a  more  effec- 
tual remedy  for  allaying  carnal  concupifcence, 
than  to  fart  twice  a-week  un  the  choicert  firti, 
with  good  rich  fauce,  Gff.  and  a  battle  of  winCi 
or  fome  other  exhilarating  liquor,  to  walh  ic 
4own>  and  iiich-like  aultcrities  ?  1  bav- 
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had  the  hpnori  or,  to  fpeak  as  a  Catholic,  the 
.merit  of  having  fafled  with  them  in  this  maa- 
ner  %  and  nothing  can  be  more  pleaCmt  than 
the  rules  which  the  Jefuits  have  g^ven  us  oii 
tliis  pdnt  *t 

Butt  ^  to  ^e  article  of  Marriage*  iince  thtf 
Sdtyrical  Reviewer,  who  feems  to  be  more  in-> 
timately  connet^d  with  hisLbrdlhip,  than  tha 
title  of  his  pomf^let  imports,  has  brought  the 
jame  charge  againfl  the  Historian,  and  treated 
him  with  greater  feveriQr,  or  at  leaA  In  fouler 
I^guage,  I  fhall  drop  the  fiifhop,  and  return 
to  the  Man  of  Buiine^,  who,  agreeable  to  the 
chara<5ter  he  affumes,  of  a  Merchant  or  general 
Trader,  lets  nothing  efcape  htm,  which  hd 
dunks  may  turn  to  account^  tho'  it  carries  him 
out  of  the  common  road  of  his  traffic.  This 
man,  after  having  lafhed  our  fcriblers  for  their 
impudent  reflet^m  on  the  Holy  OfHceof  Por- 
tugal, after  leading  out  the  Jews  or  New 
Chriftians  in  an  Auto  de  fe,  and  from  thence 
lafely  condadling  them  to  the  Stake,  where,  to 
our  unlpcakable  comfort,  we  arc  informed, 
that,  fliould  their  cafe  ever  happen  to  be  our 
own,  hundttg  alive,  with  regard  to  its  duration. 

*  Tbere  is  little  or  bo  difiercace  among  the  Romanins, 
twtweea  their  dsjs  of  Fafllng  and  Abftincncc  ;  for  tho',  in 
the  former,  their  Church  (eemt  to  forbid  one  meal,  yet  U 
allows  a  comfortable  afternoon's  coilHwn ;  and,  as  to  vine 
or  any  other  Uquor,  the  Jefuits  inilft,  that,  bejides  tlidr 
farva  quantitat  of  food,  which,  among  us,  would  pafa 
for  %  tolerable  good  mal,  a  mao  may  dT>nk  us  much  as  he 
Jileafes,  nithout  breaking  h»  Ftft. 


and  it's  Hifiory  df  the  Popes.  i  A9 
b  lUtle-  more  than  a  flea-bite ;  af^er  all  thefe 
preliminaries,  I  fay,  he  drops  the  fubjeA  all  oft 

'  a  foddeni  and,  to  our  great  furprize,  abruptly 

'  Alls  foul  on  Mr.  Bower,  whofe  condu£t  Teems 
to  have  no  manner  of  conne£tioa  with  the  title . 

'cf  his  Review. 

**  Suppofe,  Ays  he,  an  Englishman  fliould 
take  himfelf  to  Rome,  in  a  6t  of  devotion,  em* 

-brace  Popery  there,  for  a  morfel  of  bread,  turn 
Jdliit  for  convenience>  and  vow  eternal  Celibacy 
to  God,  for  temporal  preferment  ^  fuppofc  the 
rage  of  difappointmcnt,  or  calls  of  the  ftejh^ 
ihould  bring  him  back  to  London }  tho'  he  de- 
dared,  himlelf  a  Proteftant,  much  more  fix)ai 
hunger  than  confcdence,  rather  railed  at  Papifls, 
to  impofe  on  Proteftants,  than  from  averlion  b> 
Popery,  and,  with  religion  on  his  tongue, 
dierifhed  impiety  in  his  heart }  yet,  while  he 
gave  us  no  proof  to  the  contrary,  we  might 
think  of  him  favorably.  But  furely  he  could 
not  hope  to  ileal  into  our  efteem,  by  impofing 
on  our  credulity  with  palpable  falfities." 

"  He  ought  palm  upon  us,  for  a  while,  a 
common  Country-School-mafter  for  a  Profeflbr 
of  Eloquence,  a  little  Italian  Seminary  for  a 
grand  Univerfity,  nay,  and  even  a  Jefuit  for 
{what  a  Jefuit  can  never  be)  an  InquiHtor ; 
diey  are  impoftures  we  are  not  obliged  to  fwat- 
low.  But  furely  he  could  not  e:^ed  to  gain 
our  efleem,  by  violating,  in  compliance  to  the 
fejh,  a-  folemn  promife  made  to  Gud  }  nor 
could  he,  methinks,  by  ^ucl^  perfidy,  hope  to 
pay  his  Court  to  die.  Church  of  England,  a 
K  Chuich, 
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Church,  (which  the  late  Archbiftiop  of  York 
wifely  renfiarked  to  another  particular  Projefyte) 
whofe  moderation,  in  obliging  nont  either  to 
marry  or  live  fingle,  does  hot  thereby  mean  to 
encourage  infidelity  and  breach  of  vows  made 
to  tlie  great  Creator,  whom  all  Churches 
aclore/' 

"  And  yet  ilich  a  one  might  be  winked  at, 
whUft  he  left  us  the  power  of  winking :  till  the 
Itiipoftor  was  detefted,  we  might  mink  him 
found  at  heart.  But  if  time  difcovered  him,  in 
the  end,  to  be  an  Hypocrite  and  a  Cheat ;  if, 
not  content  with  vaunting  honors  he  never  pof- 
feffed,  in  hopes  of  acquiring  our  eftcem,  he 
wanted  merit  to  earn  ;  not  content  with  de- 
eming the  party  he  dilbwAed,  the  better  to 
betray  the  fide  he  profefTed,  ind,  Judas-like, 
to  impofe  in  bodi;  not  contlttit  with  telling 
about  fables  of  felf-condeftwiatibn,  to  fifty  dif- 
ferent perfons,  fifty  different  ways,  and  ftiffly 
to  deny  them  all,  when  he  had  done  ;  if,  not 
content,  I  fey,  with  all  this,  he  broke  his 
promife  to  God,  and  his  faith  to  two  churches, 
privately  fued  for  favor  to  Jefuits,  whilfl  pub- 
ficly  difclaiming  all  intercourfe  with  diem,  and 
ifecretly  wrote  for,  and  todrtcd  the  abfolution 
of  Popes,  whilfl  he  openly  dhifed  them  in  print: 
could  fuch  a  prevaricating  Caitiff  deferve  credit 
fr6m  men,  or  favor  from  Heaven  ?  ——What 
'tfio'  the  lenity  of  our  laws  might  fuffer  fuch  a 
wretch  to  enjoy  his  diflimulation  with  corporal 
impunity  ?  Could  his  own  hardened  confcience 
fQCufe  him  from  felf-cohdemnation,    or  oun 
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fiupidi^  protedt  bim  from  merited  infamy  ? 
Is  there  a  mortal  of  fenfe,  with  an  heart  ftU^l 
ontainted  with  the  rot  of  hypocriiy,  and  a 
mind  flill  ungalled  with  the  illufion  of  preju- 
dice, ,  but  PDift  condemn  the  three-fold  hn- 

poftor  to  evcrlafting  contempt  ?" 

I  have  been  at  the  pains  of  tranicribing  all 
this  fublioie  Fuflian^  the  meaning  of  which 
might  have  been  exprefTed  in  half  a  dozen 
lines,  not  only  as  it  fo  well  anfwers  the  au«« 
thor's  title  of  a  profeffed  Satyrifl,  but  plainly 
enough  diicovprs  from  what  hand  it  came« 
This  polite  writer  had  already  given  us  a  fpeci-- 
men  of  his  rhetorical  talent,  as  well  as  great 
charity,  in  the  charader  he  has  drawn  of  the 
New  Cbriftians  of  Portugal  :  both  indeed  are 
fuch  mafter-pieces  in  their  kind,  that  'tis  hard 
to  fay,  which  d^ferves  the  preference.  All 
th^t  can  be  gathered  f/om  this  rhapfody,  is, 
that  the  Reviewer  has  gleaned  up  every  thing 
laid  to  Mr.  Bower's  charge,  whether  with  or 
withqut  foundation,  and  not  only  aggravated 
every  circumftance,  but  added  fonicthing  of  his 
own  invention,  to  render  him  as  odious  as  [jof- 
fibie.  It  may  be  eafily  perceived,  without  en- 
tering on  a  mipute  diicufnon  of  jiarMcubrs, 
that  he  boldly  aiTerts,  as  the  muft  n.diibitahlo 
fsidts,  xiot  only  fuch  things  as  'twui  morally  tm- 
poilible  for  him  to  have  been  acciuauitcd  with, 
but  many  alio,  which  he  mufl  have  known  Uy 
be  abfolute  falfhoods.  I'o  make  Hiort  work 
with  the  Hiftorian,  he  divcH  into  hi,  inmoft 
thoughtSj    and,    havirtg  explored  tlic  darkcft 

K  a  receflea 


i  It  df  Archibald  Sow^^ 

fcceflcs  of  his  heart,  finds  every'  thing  there  Co 
foul  and  polluted,  that  he  will  not  allow  him 
one  fingle  moral  virtue,  not  a  fingle  quality 
but  what  every  man  ought  to  be  aihamed  of. 
Every  aftion  of  his  life,  we  are  aflured  by  this 
Searcher  of  hearts^  is  to  be  imputed  to  finiftcr 
defign,  fraud,  and  artifice;  his  whole  condudt, 
from  earlieft  youth  to  grey  hairs,  an  invariable 
Icene  of  hypocrify,  perfidy,  ahd  impiety. 

This  is  the  analyfis  of  that  verbofe  and  ia* 
fcoured  Declamation,  as  far  as  I  can  make  of 
it ;  on  which  head,  I  fliaJl  only  repeat  the  re- 
mark of  feveral  judicious  perfons,  to  wit,  that, 
as  the  Hiftorian's  Proteftant  Antagonift  has 
founded  the  main  fubftance  of  his  charge  oti 
the  authority  of  this  choice  piece,  which  fo 
nearly  refembles  the  Douay-Pamphlet,  it  ought 
to  be  noted,  that  neither  of  thefe  teftimonies 
are  of  the  mofl  exceptionable  kind  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  cafe  ;  fince  the  author  of  the  one  is  an 
avcwed,  and  the  other  a  concealed  Papift,  if  a 
man  may  be  faid  to  conceal  himfelf,  who  fo 
vifibly  dilcovers  the  maflc  he  has  put  on.  To 
which  let  me  add,  that  few  Proteftants  will  be 
much  prejudiced  in  favor  of  fuch  evidence, 
when  they  confider,  ag^infl:  whom  it  is  pro- 
duced, and  that  the  latter  is  an  advocate  for 
the  cruel  executions  in  Qiicen  Mary's  reign> 
and  the  former  foy  thofe  6f  the  Portuguefe  In- 
quifition. 

You  will  afk  me,  no  doubt,  to  what  pur- 
pofc  all  this  abufe  arid  ribaldry  ?  What  has  the 
condud:  of  Mr.  Bower  to  do  with  the  abfurd 
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accounts  of  the  Earthquake  at  Lifbon,  or  with 
the  Jews,  the  yiu/os  de  fe^  or  Holy  Office  of 
Portugal  J  which  are  the  I'ubjcdis  promifcd  by 
the  Satyrift  in  his  title-page,  and  the  only  onesi 
which  the  buyers  of  his  Second  Part  expcdted 
from  him  ?  Has  the  Hiftorian,  in  any  part  of 
his  work,  made  uncharitable  refledlions  on  the 
fad  cataftrophe  of  that  city  ?  Has  he  faid  a  tin- 
gle word  in  favor  of  the  new  ChrifHans,  or  any 
thing  which  could  give  offence  to  the  old  ones 
of  that  kingdom  ?  No.  But  then  he  h«is  done 
full  as  bad :  for  tho'  he  has  not  mei^tioncd  the 
Inquifition  of  Portugal,  he  has  painted,  in  the 
fouleft  colors,  another  Tribunal,  near  of  kin  to 
it;  and,  which  is  ftill  more  aggravating,  hoB 
not  only  expofed  the  corruptions  oFPopciy  in 
general,  but  even  had  the  impudence  to  at* 
tempt  fubverting  what  Bellarminc  calls  the  fum 
of  Cbriftianity^  that  is,  the  univerfal  monarchy 
of  the  Roman  Pontiffs,  and  to  wrcfl  the  Iccpter 
they  have  fo  long  wielded,  out  of  their  lunds. 
Can  a  Papift  defire  a  more  flagrant  inllancc  of 
perfidy  and  impiety  tlian  thii^,  in  a  man  who 
was  once  a  profejfed  Jefuit  ? 

When  the  reproaches  call  on  Mr.  Howcr  arc 
viewed  in  this  light,  they  will  noi  appear  lb 
very  impertinent,  nor  foreign  to  the  Saiyriil*s 
main  fcope  and  defign,  which  was  to  Ictlcn 
our  averfion  to  Popery,  by  difcrcditir.g  the  man 
who  has  wrote  fo  much  againii  it.  Indeed  it 
cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  Hiftorian's  woi  Ic, 
whether  well  or  ill  performed,  has  mofl  grie- 
vouily  provoked  the  whole  party }.  fincy^oyflfc 
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wife  it  will  be  hard  to  conceive,  why  they 
ihould  make  fuch  bitter  exclamations  about  the 
matter.  Could  any  thing  be  more  natural  than 
for  Popifli  Priefts,  who  arc  fo  deeply  interefted 
in  the  difpute,  to  vent  their  indignation  by 
fuch  ways  and  means,  whicb>  tho'  ever  fo 
unjuftifiable  in  themfelves,  are  deemed  meri-' 
torious,  when  the  Catholic  caufe  requires  it  ? 
Beiides  this  religious  motive,  the  zeal  of  our 
Satyrift  was  not  a  little  raifed  by  views  of 
private  intereft  *  ;  and  fince,  from  this  laft 
weighty  motive,  he  has  fo  plentilully  belpat- 
tered  the  whole  Britifh  Nation,  whom  he  de- 
fcribes  as  a  race  of  the  vileft  milcreants  that 
God  ever  left  to  their  own  conduft,  Mr.  Bower 
may  comfort  himfelf,  in  being  abufed  with  fo 
much  good  company. 

Having  thus  cleared  up  the  deeming  imperti- 
nence of  the  Reviewer's  unexpefted  attack  on 
the  Hiftorian,  I  fhall  net  attempt  to  confute 
the  various  charges  brought  againfl  him,  many 
of  which  fufEciently  confute  themfelves,  and 
confequently  the  reft  ought  to  be  reputed 
equally  groundlefs,  till  we  fee  them  fupported 
on  better  evidence  than  that  of  Popifh  Priefts 
and  Jcfuits.  However^  I  cannot  avoid  taking 
notice  here  of  the  frefli  compliment  paid  to  the 
Church  of  England,  with  regard  to  vows 
of  perpetual  Celibacy  ;  on  which  head,  it  is 
ftrongly  infinuated,  that  both  Churches  are  per- 

^  This  paflkge  is  explained  id  the  fubfequent  letters, 
wherein  the  comparifon  between  the  Englifti  and  PortU'^ 
gu^f(p  N^tions^  in  jpoiAt  of  MoraUty,  is  qcamiflfed,. 
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fd9i\^  agreed ;  which  is  juA  as  true  as  that  our 
Court  of  Doflors  Commons  refemblcs  the  In- 
quifition.  The  Satyrift,  who  has  lb  excellent 
an  hand  at  drawing  Parallels,  in  order  to  con- 
firm what  he  fays  by  fads,  is  plcalcd  to  favor 
US  with  a  little  anecdote;  relating  to  another 
Profelyte,  (the  deceafed  Dr.  j^Jpijiivall)  who 
j^ad  not  only  renounced  Popery,  but,  altho'  a 
Priefl  and  a  Jefuit,  had  broken,  it  items,  his 
£:)lemn  vow  of  chaftity,  and  been  equally  guilty 
with  Mr.  Bpwcr,  of  the  crying  fm  of  Matri- 
mony. 

This  iame  Dodlor,  we  are  told,  was  fevercly 
reprehended  by  a  late  Archbljlx^p  of  Tork^  for 
his  iacrilegious  breach  of  vow,  and  having  the 
fear  of  God  io  little  before  his  eyes,  as  to 
take  to  himfelf  a  Wife^  or  rather,  (as  Father 
I^gfley's  explains  it)  a  Whore  :  for  you  muft 
know,  that,  according  to  this  fort  of  Gentry, 
who  fay  no  more  than  what  their  Church  ex- 
preflly  teaches  on  this  point,  the  Wife  and  the 
Whore  of  a  Clergyman  are  fynonymous  terms. 
Hard  fate  indeed  of  Popifh  Ecclefiaftics  1  That 
$he  very  remedy^  which  Heaven  has  prefcribed 
for  all  other  men,  when  applied  to  them, 
(hould  be  converted  into  deadly  poifon  !  Nay, 
which  is  ftill  harder,  that  the  only  circumftance 
which  renders  the  gratification  of  our  natural 
ddires,  a  virtue  in  the  Laity,  ihould  io  entirely 
change  its  nature  in  a  Pried,  that  thofe  very 
liberties  he  is  permitted  to  indulge,  out  ofmar^ 
riage^  become  an  unpardonable  fin  in  it  I 
Tboie  libertieSj  I  fay,  which  are  permitted^  or 

K  4  at 


jy6  €f\1r€bibaldB(n6eri' 

at  leafl  accounted  but  venal  tranfgrpOions :  for; 
as  to  the  grofs  a^  itfelf,  and  the  brutal  pleafuro 
thence  refulting,  thofe  in  Holy  Orders  need 
not  be  informed,  that  the  old  Roman  Canonifts 
and  modern  Jefuits,  allow  even  a  Priefl  to  gra- 
tify the  calls  of  the  flefh^  with  little  or  no 
fcraple. 

In  giving  us  the  above-mentioned  particular 
of  Dr.  Afpinwall's  life,  it  was  prudently  done 
to  refer  us  to  a  late  Archbifhop  of  York  ;  as 
^s  no  eafy  matter  to  bring  a  man  from  the 
other  world,  to  atteft  whether  the  fadt  be  true 
or  falfe  :  tho'  if  a  Popifh  Archbifhop  be  meant, 
(for  fuch,  I  affure  you,  there  are  amcJng  us, 
as  well  as  PopiiQi  BifhopsJ  there  was  no  necef- 
iity  of  telling  us^  what  all  the  world  knows  to 
be  the  catholic  dodrine  on  this  point.  It  is  in- 
deed moft  probable,  that  the  rebuke  was  in- 
tended as  coming  from  the  mouth  of  a  Proteft- 
ant,  becaufe  this  beft  anfwered  the  purpofe ; 
on  which  head  I  fhall  fay  no  more  than  that 
he,  who  can  perfuade  himfelf,  that  fuch  a  Pre- 
late was  capable  of  talking  in  this  ftrain,  to 
one  who  had  been  forced,  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  God  and  Nature,  to  make  a  vow  of  perpe- 
tual Celibacy,'  may  believe  that  the  Doftor  died 
a  Papift.  The  vows  we  are  fpeaking  of,  may 
well  be  calledj^rr^//,  fince  the  Church  of  Rome 
peremptorily  enjoins  them,  as  the  neceflary  re- 
quifite  of  Holy  Orders,  on  the  unreafonable  fup-r 
pofition,  that  no  married  man  is  properly  quali- 
fied for  die  Miniftry,  which  is  not  only  repug- 
pgnt  to  the  prance  and  experience  of  all  other 
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Churches^  but  even  to  that  of  their  own,  b&> 
•  fore  it  became  fo  horribly  corrupted. 

With  regard  to  the  much-injured  Dodtor,  I 
believe,  it  fufficiently  appears  to  the  world» 
that  the  Papifts,  notwithftanding  his  apoftacy 
and  pretended  iacrilege,  would  have  fufFered 
him  to  reft  quiet  in  his  grave,  had  he  never 
had  any  connexion  with  the  Hiftorian.  What^ 
ever  motive,  in  fhort,  this  latter  may  have 
given  for  fo  much  clamor,  many  perfons,  who 
were  far  from  prejudiced  in  his  favor,  are  at 
prefent  not  only  inclined  to  judge  on  the  moft 
charitable  fide,  but  even  convinced,  that  the 
groundlefs  afperfions,  raifed  on  the  Deceafed^ 
had  no  other  view  but  .to  give  a  more  ipecioua 
appearance  to  the  prevarications  charged  on  his 
Living  Friend.  But,  to  return  to  the  fubjed: 
we  werejuft  upon. 

What,  after  all,  is  this  Prieftly  Celibacy,  io 
much  vaunted  of,  in  the  Church  of  Rome  ?  It 
it  not  ftill  found,  and  has  it  not  been  found, 
by  the  experience  of  many  ages,  to  be  a  ftate 
which  expofes  to  numberlefs  temptations,  a 
fource  of  the  moft  horrid  diibrders,  as  fbme 
of  their  own  Popes  have  acknowleged  ?  That 
Jefuits,  Priefts,  and  Fryars,  ftiould  fpealc  with 
fiich  abhorrence  of  the  holy  ftate  of  Matrimo- 
ny, is  no  great  wonder,  fince  they  alTume  to 
themfelves  the  liberty  of  quenching  their  libidi- 
nous flames,  in  any  other  manner  than  that 
which  God  has  appointed.  There  are  among 
them  fuch  Cafuifts  as  blufti  not  to  avow,  in  ex- 
prcfs  contradidlion  to  St.  Paul,  as  well  as  to  the' 
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light  of  Nature,  that  'tis  better  to  burn  than  to 
marry  *.  Thcfe  patterns'  gf  angelical  purity, 
notwithAanding  their  licentious  maxims  and 
more  licentious  prat^ces,  would  have  the 
world  believe,  and  often  conceal  their  vices 
vkh  Tuch  exquifue  hypociify,  as  to  perfuade 
tb^r  credulous  followers,   diat  they  are  not 

L  compofed  of  the  isxafi  fi-aij  matecials,  nor  liable 
t9  the  fame  paflions  with  other  mortals.  They 
ttat;  they  dnnk>  they  fleep,  they  divert  them- 
frlves,  and  generally  live  more  at  th«r  eafe 
than  other  men  ;  uid  yet  corrupt  nature  never 
zaifes  the  leall:  carnal  emotion  ih  their  breaAs, 
notwithllanding  the  violent  temptations  they 
are  perpetually  furrounded  with,  and  which, 
inil^  of  fhunning,  they  throw  themlelves  in 
the  way  of,  and  purpofely  feek  out. 

The  Douay-Author  has  been  fo  kind  as  to 

'  inform  us,  how  -all  this  may  be  ealily  accounted 
for ;  but  the  generality  of  mankind  are  not 
quite  fo  charitable  in  this  refped,  as  the  Bilhop. 
They  fcruple  not  to  call  thefe  pretended  Saints 
by  their  proper  names,  that  is.  Hypocrites, 
Cheats,  and  Impoftors,  who  frequently  commit 
more  criminal  excelTes  than  fuch  as  pretend  to 

*  That  the  moft  idmiFod  Cafuifti  of  the  Society  main- 
tain this  do£bine,  (which  U  embraced  by  too  many  of  the 
Popifli  Clergy,  efpecially  the  RcgularE,  who  pretend  to 
ftnftcr  li?es)  evidently  appears  from  the  fifth  letter  of  a 
Jefuit  to  his  Pupil,  which  I  fend  you,  with  five  othos 
iBcIoTed;  tho'  it  contains  but  a  fmall  fpeclmen  of  what 
they  advance  in  favor  of  iewdnefs.  The  very  Stews  u  outd 
blnfh  at  fome  inftances  which  might  be  produced  on  thi« 
odious  fObjeft. 
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*fio  rdi^cm  at  all.  It  is  no  iecret  that  thoie 
Votaries  of  Chaftity  have  found  out  the  art  of 
indulging  the  calls  of  the  flefh,  by  fucli  meana 
8S  are  entirely  exempt  from  the  cares  and  in- 
cnmbrances,  wherewith  the  married  Aate  is  at- 
tended. Thdr  deteftation  of  m^Uriage  is  owing 
to  felf-love,  which  would  enjoy  as  much  plea- 
favt  as  pofiible,  with  the  leaft  inconvenienociir 
From  diis  Jefuitical  principle  it  is,  that  even 
the  virtuous  Father  H—ns  expedient  ^  for  re- 
preffing  the  violent  ebullitions  of  a  too  vigorous 
md  ianguine  conftitution,  vrauld  be  mudi 
fooner  excufcd  in  one  of  thefe  holy  men^  than 
taking  the  honefteft  woman  in  me  world  to 
wife.  In  fine,  every  fpecies  of  carnal  Impu- 
rity, which  can  be  named  or  imagined,  is  rated 
at  a  very  moderate  fine  in  the  Taxa  Cancillaria 
Homanet  -f- ;  but  we  do  not  find,  in  the  whole 
catalogue  of  fins,  which  a  man,  who  lias  but  a 
trifle  of  money,  may  6}  lightly  get  rid  of,  any 
compenfation  allowed  for  the  enormous  fin  of 
Matrimony  in  a  Priefl:  .§• 

I  have 

*  Thi$  affiur  is  explained  at  large,  in  Letter  XXII. 

t  See  Note,  in  Letter  XXX.  wherein  the  authenticity 
of  this  infamous  book  is  fully  fliewn. 

$  The  efieOs  of  that  perpetual  Celibacy,  which  Papifts 
always  bring  as  a  proof  of  the  fuperior  holinefs  of  their 
Clergy,  have  been  long  and  bitterly  complained  of,  by 
many  writers  of  their  own  Communion.  The  Spani(h 
Bifliop,  Sandoval,  takes  nodce,  that  Pope  Adrian,  who 
had  been  Tutor  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  on  his  arrival 
at  Rome,  feverely  reproached  the  Cardinals  with  the  fcan- 
dals  occafioncd  by  the  beautiful  Pages  they  kept  in  their 

jL  palaces. 
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■  I  have  dwelt  longer  on  this  fubjed;  than  t 
intended  :  but  the'  fome  perfbns  may  diink  me 
too  prolix,  had  I  iaid  much  lefs ;  others,  I  am 
perfuaded,  will  eaiily  pardon  me,  when  they 

■  confider,  that  Marriage  is  one  of  the  heavy 
charges  produced  by  the  Popifli  Party  againft 

-Mr.  Bower,  as  a  flagrant  proof  of  his  apoflacy 

.  as  well  as  liccntiouTnefs  ;  and  how  necelTary  it 
was  to  unmaJk  thofe  impudent  ilrolling  Mif- 
£onaries,  who  pretend  to  fuch  extraordinary 

.&n^ty.     Yet,  notwithflanding  the  fharp  in- 

.TO^ves  thrown  out  againft  the  ApoiUte  on 
diis  account,  I  am  apt  to  join  in  opinion  with 
thofe  who  have  examined  the  merits  of  the 
difpute  on  both  fides,  that  this  fcandalous  af- 
fair might  have  been  palled  over  in  lilence, 

-  and  he  might  have  indulged  the  calls  of  the 
fieih,  as  much  as  he  pieced,  had  he  not,  at 
the  iamc  time,  indulged  the  petulant  humor  of 
writing.  The  Reviewer  himfelf  has  made  a 
conceffion,  which  one  would  fcarce  have  ex- 
peftcd  from  one  of  his  cloth,  to  wit,  that,  even 
after  his  marriage,    he  might  have  ftill  been 

found  at  heart.  What  frefli  malignity  then  has 
he  contradled,  which  makes  him  now  appear 
fo  rotten  ?  Why,  it  feems,  he  has  been  fo 
defperately  wicked,  as  to  abufe  the  Popes  in 
print,  that  is,  by  giving  them  their  genuine 
charadlers.    This,  you  may  perceive,  amidft 

paUces.  The  words,  as  near  as  I  can  recoiled,  are  Afei 
Itijui  pagtJ  htrmpfas.  Even  fome  Popes  have  been  liabl* 
to  the  fame  ceaTurc,  and  not  undefeiredly,  if  Piatina  and 
jDther  Cftth^  HiAoriaos  are  to  be  crediled,    ' 

aU 
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:lia  ever!    ^HC  •.I'TT^  :  Ullitititntio     x     -  v  i^u.c^cd 

"TO  more  ^n  nc  :toiV'i  :it-  ^jiLn^iV  .!v;  .ud 
:CEL  :hair  on  r::it  ':c  :ict>  .*ulm*h.;u.  Ja( 
-lis  rEitciT  -JcnuiiiN    !!c    i-jjniciiCiiv.o     *    H^^m 

who  .layc  no  other  itciiii^  jt  lUHiibnt;  uiwu^ 
a,  bur   jv  '.mintairit'sii  -Cs  wrtot>    uiu  v.v;*iujK- 

rlicrMr.  Bower  has^  bunowcM  ;iutii  V^.cv^/i/, 
or  iny  other  rlutbur,  out  whcchci  iic  :i*u^  iioc 
ript  op  aid  lbre$>  atid  rcvtvcvi  lUwh  (Milage;*  a» 
do  little  honor  co  the  ^ip^fiouc  ik^: ;  imiKi^m^ 
which  mss^  txot  <^riy  v.viK}uvV  c«>  piv;vvai  Ijhf) 
lather  penrer&n  of  b^rocdbuitK,  bu(  gvca  xxx 
coavrnce  ti?nK  ^eftli^u^  t^l^ltH|,  (hu^,  vhc  >  /^u/^ 
§f  Cbrtjl  have  Nxfi  tolU^^a;^  t>wUvii  auU  v4t<M 
much  wcrle  chati  octHM'  inco,  aiui  Uui  chv  su- 
premacy chcy  cl'^iiu^  i«  <i  m^ic*  uiui^u^u^i,  K^i* 
ginally  buUc  on  tV^iul  aiuI  au^K>ltuiv .  4Uv)  ^vu 
fince  lupportcd  by  lyraniiv  4^\vX  iu^Kittuuiu.  Iv 
is»  I  believe*  geiiciAUy  iiliowiHti  ilui  4  vvvuk  ut 
diis  kind  wasi  iiuith  Wdiilc^l  in  dui  UuyiUuag  i 
and  if  it  Icrvc)!,  iii  any  tl^^gi^t^i  luu^uiiivi^  ilut. 
prejudice  in  favm  ui  ih^  Uiily  ^>i-^,  wUuU 
chiefly  retainM  PuhilU  in  ihuii  iiliftiii*^^,  u  »  .4m  , 
not  be  too  mutu  cni-uuifijgjMl     li  Im^^  I  m\\ 
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credibly  inibrmed,  already  produced  this  efFed, 
and  is  likely  to  produce  more  i  to  that,  tf  the 
^CooipUer  be  IHU  a  Jefuit  in  di^i&,  he  has 
ccEtaiuIy  put  00  fuch  a  diiguiie  as  no.  Jefiut 
ever  did  Dc£bce  hinia  by  not  only  writing  ib 
duich  like  a  Proteilant,  but  undermining  the 
iqrbole  fyftem  of  Popiery.  If  his  Holineis  ther&- 
£)re  has  really  given  him  a  difpen&tion  to  write 
Something  agauift  Popery,  in  order  to  give  the 
■deadlier  dIow  to  Proteuantiina,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  be  has  exceeded  bis  commiuion ;  icL- 
ibmuch  that,  were  be  to  return  openly  to  his 
'Church  and  Order,  and  once  more  put  himfelf 
into  the  power  of  an  Inqutiitjon,  'tis  much  to 
be  feared,  that  he  would  meet  with  the  iame 
fate  as  the  jamous.  Archbiihop  of  Spolata  *, 
■wbofe  £ubnii£iQn  .and  repentance  could  not 
atone  ibr  the  irrspacahle  damage  he  bad  done 
by  his  writings.  In  a  word,  however  con- 
.temptuouily  fome  may  aifed  to  fpeak  of  the 
Hi{hirian's  performance,  one  of  Uie  ilroogeft 
.^xx>fs  of  its  merit  is,  that  the  whole  body  of 
Paptfts  inveigh  To  bitterly  againil  it. 

Oh  !  that  the  Holy  Office  were  once  wdl 
eftabUihed  iu  this  wicked  metropolis,  where  the 
Jenifyi  of  our  lawifi^er  fuch  a  Qutiff"  to  live  -wttb 
sorforal  impuaity  !  Could  we  4ee  this  ble0bd 
..day,  with  our  Titular  Biflaop in. quality  of  graiul 
.Znquilitor,  and  :Eaiher  £l->rthe  Jus  delegate, 
-attended  by  a  troop  of  Familiars,  ready  to  £y 

'  '*  He  wu  privately  Anngled  in  prifon,  and  hts  'bcma 
-juried  oatAiid  bmroa  dKtitfuiL  pbct  of  executing  HaC' 
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at  his  mandate  ;  how  foon  would  Heretidai' 
Pravity  be  extirpated,  and  Hiftories  of  Popte 
perifti  with  their  authors  !  A  few  ftrggots  ami 
furzes  well  difpofed^  with  a  due  quantity  of  pit  A^-^ 
tar  J  r^Jin^  and  other  bajiy  cmbujiiblcs^  would 
filence  the  Apoftate  more  efiedtualiy  than  a 
thoufand  Satyrical  Reviews,  and,  after  one 
enormms  Jkriek^  we  (hould  hear  no  more  of 
Archibald  Bower. 

As  to  the  reft  of  the  charge  brought  againft 
him,  with  refpeA  to  his  private  or  public  cha-« 
raster,  I  (hall  leave  him  to  defend  himielf ) 
which,  many  think,  he  has  already  done,  ia 
the  main  points  at  leaft,  much  more  to  the 
purpofe,  than  his  adverfaries  feem  willing  to 
allow.  However,  before  I  conclude  the  fi&b^ 
jisA,  juftice  requires,  that  I  fhould  make  a  (h6rt 
remark  on  two  or  three  of  the  principal  accuia^ 
tions,  which  appear  to  me  extremely  frivolous.. 

It  is  granted,  that  a  Jefuit  cannot  be  an  fan 
quilitor,  nor  do  I  find,  ti^t  Mr.  Bower  pretendt 
Co  bare  been  one ;  but  it  was  not  inconfiftent 
with  his  Order,  to  be  a  CounccUor  or  Cod* 
fultor  of  the  Inquifition  ;  confequently,  he 
might  have  been  acquainted  with  its  iecret 
trantadtions  ;  and  a  thouland  atteftations  to  the 
contrary,  procured  from  fuch  a  Tribunal,  de^ 
ferve  no  more  credit  than  thofe  of  a  common 
Knight  of  the  Poft.  This  quondam  Jefuit,  yom 
will  fay,  allowing  him  to  have  been  a  Cbn- 
fultor  of  that  righteous  Court,  mufl  have  beea 
under  an  oath  of  fccrecy.  No  doubt,  be  was ; 
but  fuch  an  oath  is,  in  my  apprchenfioni  juft 

ay 
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as  binding  as  that  impof^d  by  an  Houle4n-eak6f| 
who  threatens  to  blow  out  a  man's  brains,  in 
cafe  he  divulges  the  robbery*  With  regard  to 
the  Society  of  Jefus,  whatever  induced  Mr« 
Bower  to  leave  it,  whether  motives  of  con^ 
^ence^  or  intereft,  or  merely  to  gratify  the 
cy^s  of  the  flefh,  it  is  certain,  that  he  neither 
muy  nor  could  be  expelled  for  any  mifde- 
meanor ;  fince  it  is  an  inviolable  rule  with  that 
cra%  Society,  never  to  expel  one  of  its  mem- 
berSi  who. has  made  his  lad  vow;  and  it  may 
be  inferred  from  the  Satyrift*s  profound  filence 
on  this  head,  that  he  thought  the  ftory  too 
abfurd  to  mention,  when  he  publifhed  his  Re- 
view. Let  me  farther  add,  in  favor  of  the 
Kiftorian,  who  has  been  deforibed  as  fo  defpi- 
cable  a  wretch,  that,  as  he  muft  have  been 
once  reputed  a  man  of  fome  confequence  by 
the  Jefuits,  iince  none  but  fuch  are  ever  ad- 
mitted among  them ;  {o  it  feems  equally  clear, 
that  he  is  ftill  held  in  the  &me  light  by  them 
and  their  adherents,  from  the  indefatigable 
pjuns  they  have  taken  to  blaft  the  reputation 
both  of  himfelf  and  his  work.  Jn  fhort,  it  was 
but  natural,  as  I  obferved  before,  Jfor  the  Party 
he  had  fo  much  expofed,  to  publifh  not  only 
the  real  failings  of  his  life,  and  thefe  excefTivcly 
heightened,  but,  according  to  their  wonted 
cuftom,  to  invent  others,  whicn  never  cxiftcd. 
The  Catholic  caufc  cannot  be  maintained  with- 
out fuch  arts  ;  and  we  know  what  kind  of 
Goipel  it  is,  which  teaches,  that  tlie  pious  end 
juftifies  the  moll  impious  means. 

Yet, 


xb/  Nf  i^Sary  tf  fie  Ps^ei.  t^ 

Ydt,  titer  ill  th^:  csm  br  fk\d  sgaiiift  Mn 
Bower,  aad  foppcar.g  him  to  be  rren  blacked 
cfaui  hr  his  bich  pilnt?c\  wLich  fcj'ii-is  Icarcft 
pofiablc,  Popciy  wiU  gain  but  iin^c  br  ii ;  for 
iho"  wc  may  entertain  2  wcrlc  opinion  of  tlift 
man,  we  C»U  icasre  enow  more  enamoured 
wkh  ibis  u^  Mcofter,  whkh,  in  iptc  of  all 
its  gaudy  trappings^  will  itiil  appear  with  the 
lame  hkteons  ^UpcSt,  and  ever  remain  the  dty^ 
)€&  of  oar  deteftatioa.  So  that  the  main  pdnt; 
which  its  adTOcates  drive  at,  will  be  tocalfy 
fhifhated  :  they  may  indeed  blacken  the  cfaa^ 
iwSa  of  their  antagonift »  but  this  will  not 
dear  op  thek  bwo^  and  much  Ids  diat  of 
tfaek  Catholic  Church  i  and  the*  ibme  Proteft* 
ants  may  firm  perhaps  but  a  flender  concdt  of 
the  Ht^orum^  they  ought  at  leaft  to  dimk 
diemlelvcs  obliged  to  him  for  his  Hifloiy, 
^f(/bkh  has  io  well  proved  the  Holy  ApGAolie 
See  to  be  fh^Motber  cf  Abamnatims. 

In  my  next  \ fhall  introduce  another  peribii»* 
who  has  made  as  much  noife  as  Mr.  Bower^ 
and,  though  of  a  quite  difierent  charader,  hat 
equally  incurred  the  Reviewer's  indignaoooi 
aad  ibr  the  very  &me  reaibn.    I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER       XI. 

IShaU  here  introduce  the  next  peribni  whole 
turn  it  is  to  be  laflied ;  one,  whom  you 
vrould  fcarce  have  expeifted  to  meet  with  ;  he 
is  no  leTs  a  man  than  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wbitfieldy 
V^Q  is  accofed  of  cheating  the  rabble  with  ialie 
and  pernicious  doctrines,  from  ielfiOi  views. 
Now  as  this  popular  Preacher  had  continued  the 
lame  trade  for  fo  many  years,  without  being 
ctUed  to  account  for  it  by  our  Man  of  fiufinefs^ 
you  wilL  aik,  what  particular  offence  he  has 
ounmitted,  to  bring  down  lb  fudden  a  Aorm 
on  his  head;  Why  it  fcems,  he  had  the  af- 
fqiance  to  publiih  A  letter  to  the  remaining  tHf- 
eoafolate  ixhabitanti  of  Lifierij  wherein  their 
miraculous  Images,  not  excepting  our  Lady  of 
tl^c  rock  of  France,  which  that  city  is  lb  much 
inidebted  to,  with  their  folcmn  jM-oceffions  and 
pilgrimages,  which  Catholics  find  I'uch  excel- 
lent helps  to  devotion,  are  treated  as  things  of 
no  more  concern  to  Keligiwi,  thanour  Puppet- 
ihcws  at  Bartholomew-Fair.  Nay,  this  wicked 
wretch  has  carried  his  infolence  fo  far,  as  not 
only  to  fpeak,  in  the  moll  dilrelpedlful  terms, 
of  the  Holy  Inquifition,  but  even  to  impute 
the  heavy  judgment,  lately  befallen  Lilbon,  to 
rfie  wholelbme  feverities  of  a  Tribunal  which 
Portu^  j^as  been  fo  iong^bleft  with. 
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So  then,  we  have  at  length  difcovered  th6 
genuine  caufe  of  all  this  uproar.  The  Preacncr^ 
it  feems,  might  have  remained  quiet  in  his 
Tabernacle,  and  gone  on  v^rith  his  Methodijm 
till  dooms-day,  for  what  the  Satyrift  caredly 
had  he  not  fo  impudently  attacked  what  Ca^*  - 
tholics  hold  fo  facred.  For  my  own  part,  thq* 
ibnfiething  may  be  offered  in  excufe  of  1V^» 
Whitfield,  yet  I  cannot  entirely  agree  wit^ 
him,  as  to  the  latter  part  of  his  dbarge,  whic^ 
h^  that  the  toleratipn  of  the  Holy  Office  broughjt- 
down  fuch  an  heiv^  judgment  on  Lifbon  5  be^ 
caufe  I  am  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  Holy 
Office  itfe£f  was  a  piuch  heavier  judgment  th^ 
the  ^drthqiiake,  and  that  it  has  deftroyed  and 
hiined  miore  people  than  all  the  Earthquakes 
Recorded  in  hinory.  But,  not  to  infid  on  this 
point,  let  us  fee  the  charader  given  of  the  Mcr 
thodift-Preacher  and  his  followers,  which  f(;eq)$ 
to  be  full  Is  well  drawn,  and  fome  perhap^ 
may  think  more  natural  than  that  of  the  Apo- 
ftate,  Bower.  .  .- 

*^  In  the  concern,  fays  our  Satyrift,  whidi 
he  (i.  e:  Mr.  Whitfield)  afFefts,  in  his  aukward 
apology  for  the  fons  of  the  Synagogue,  ther^ 
is  lb  ftrong  a  taint  of  the  fliorn  Prepuce  an4 
cloven  foot,  that  one  would  have  almoft  fulpcdt- 
cd  the  wrelched  author  of  the  wretched  per-? 
foroiance  to  be  fomq  Portuguefe  Jew,  if  the  in- 
cendiary cant  it  abounds  in,  did  not  fmell  (o 

infuf!crably  of  Pharilaical  Methodifm. The 

virulent  f'apatic's  malignant  zeal  (hocks  com-} 
mon  humanity,  almoft  in  every  page  of  that 
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flaming  pieces  wherein,  by  the  bye,  there  is 
50t  a  fingle  Ihadow  of  truth,  but  what  isfr^f^ 
over  with  the  mofl  gkring  malice  and  faUhood. 
—  Nothing  but  the  utmoft  delirium  of  a  brain 
dUlempered  with  bigotry,  can  enable  a  reader 
Xa  go  through  it,  without  feeling  nature  itfelf 
ihrink  within  him  at  every  line.  ■  '  And  yet 
nothing  better  could  be  cxpefted  from  one  of 
thefe  purloining  fpiritual  Mountehanht  whofe 
low  artifice  and  impotence  to  bluOi,  pcrfeiflly 
on  a  par  with  their  own  cmptinefs,  and  the  ig- 
norance of  their  followers,  have  gifted  their 
pride,  ambition,  and  avarice,  to  impofe,  on  a 
fcnfelefs  and  illiterate  mob,  the  unmeaning 
rants  of  their  enthufiaftic  hypocrify,  for  the 
generous  pathetic  ardors  of  yeli^ous  Tcal.  — 
Whofe  principles  of  anarchy,  coniiifion,  pre- 
fiimption,  &c.  have  impiety  in  their  preniiiTes, 
and  blafphemy  in  their  conclufion  ;  productive 
only  of  a  reprobate  tremulous  faith,  without 
confidence,  a  daring  hope,  without  foundation, 
and  a  nominal  charity,  without  beneficence, 
benevolence,  mercy,  or  bowels  ?" 
;  "  Such  are  the  mercenary  retailers  of  re- 
ligious phrenzy,  who,  fctting  up  lucre  fw  their 
pwn  God,  and  indolence  for  tlie  idol  of  a  cre- 
dulous gaping  populace,  have  built  their  felf- 
engroffing  fyftem  on  the  ruins  of  real  piety, 
with  their  credulous  hearers,  and  brought  an 
odium  on  all  that  is  moA  facred  and  amiable 

in  Chriftianity. In  faft,  by  diftorting  the 

Gofpel  to  its  own  deftruCtion,  and  rendering 
mond  virtue  hideous,  in  dieir  propofterous  abufe 
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of  it,  they  have  ftrengthcned  the  handstjf  Lkc^V 
tiouifnefs  and  Atheilm  among  the  better  few. 
Thefcare  not  mere  conjeftures.  No,  they  aife 
obvious  fads,  the  vifible,  the  only  fruits,  by 
which  we  are  given  to  know  thefe  frantic 
leaders  of  the  rabble,  and  their  unhallowed 
tricks  J  fuch  the  miracles  wrought  by  thofe, 
who,  for  £q  many  years,  have  laboured  with 
unwearied  perfidy,  and  fed  on  the  vitals  of 
their  credulous  countrymen." 

From  hence  you  may  fee  how  well  a  Popifh 
Prieft  can  declaim  againft  religious  impoftors* 
I  (hall  not  take  upon  me  to  fay,  how  far  the 
parallel  holds,  which  I  am  now  going  to  make^ 
withjegard  to  the  pity  Mr.  Whitfield  expreflcs 
for  the  fons  of  the  Synagogue ;  tho'  why  his 
concern  at  their  cruel  treatment  fliould  be 
called  aflfeded,  I  cannot  conceive  j  fince  wc 
can  fcarce  fuppofe  him  to  be  fo  much  like  an 
Inquifitor,  as  not  to  be  touched  with  a  real 
companion  at  what  the  latter  only  pretends, 
when  the  vidim  is  gcnng  to  be  burnt.  But  as 
to  the  reft  of  the  parallel,  any  one,  who  has 
refided  in  Portugal,  would  almofi:  fwear,  that 
the  Satyrift,  in  giving  the  defcription  of  a  Me- 
thodift,  was  drawing  the  pidure  of  a  Francifcan 
Fryar,  fo  exad  is  the  refemblance,  in  every 
feature,  to  one  of  thofe  impudent  Mendicants, 
who  are  fo  diftinguilhed,  in  that  country,  for 
the  accomplifhments  fo  liberally  bellowed  on 
the  Mcthodift-Preiacher,  that,  when  the  people 
would  charadize  a  man  of  a  brazen  face,  one 
incapable  of  blushing,  and  lofl  to  all  fenfe  of 
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ihame^  the  common  exprefHon  is,  Tern-  c4^4  it 
IPrade,  i.  e.  He  has  the  face  of  a  Fryar.  No- 
thing on  ^thcai  equal  the  hypocritical  tricks 
and  pious  fraudsr  of  thefe  pretended  votaries  to 
Poverty,  except  the  credulity- pF  their -finjiple 
Devotees,  fo  eafily  impoied  upon  by  fuch  no- 
torious Cheats,  who  are  perpetually  nlling  their 
.heads  v^ith  the  moft  abfurd  and  ridiculous  fa* 
bles,  and,  at  thp  fame  time^  emptying  their 
J)ock'ets. 

The  infcription  over  the  gate  of  their  princi- 
;pal  Monaftery  at  Lifbon,  bdbre  the  earthquake 
threw  it  down,  was  out  of  one  of  St.  Paul's 
.epifUes,    Nihil  habentesy  fed  ^  omnia  pc/Jidentes  z 
and  nothing  was  evermore  literally  verified, 
e^)ecially  with  regard  to  the  latter  claufe :  for, 
as  to  the  former,  tho'  the  pofleflion  of  lands  or 
real   eftates   is  abiblutely  forbidden   by   their 
^Founder,    they  have  hit  upon  a  method  of 
getting  over  diis  prohibition.     In  fliort,  they 
iaftually  enjoy  the  income  of  feveral  eftatesj 
but  then  they  pay  fo  fcrupulous  a  regard  to  the 
•  rale  of  theirJnftitution,  that  die  money  arifing 
from  thence,  is  not  immediately  received  by 
thcFryars,  (which  would  bean  horrid  profa- 
nation indeed)  but  by  a  Syndic  of  their  own 
appointment,  who  difpofes  of  it  for  their  fole 
ufe,  and  according  to  their  diredtion.    This  we 
^xrall  in  England  (to  make- ufe  of  a  vulgar  phrafe) 
cheating  the  Devil. 

The  iamc- Farce  is  carried  on,  when  they 

iilroU  about  the  ftreets,  begging  money  towards 

crefting  the  Hcly  Sepulchre,  or  defraying  the 
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expence  of  fonje  other  piece  of  reli^oDS  pi^' 
an  try,  which  the  Portoguefc  arc  infinitfeljlif" 
fond  of,  -On  thcfe^ccafions,  a  Layman  alwayff^ 
attends,  with  a  puriib  in  his  hand,  to  receive 
the  people's  benevolence,  that  none  may  pre- 
fume,  the  Fryars  thcmfelves  would  defile  their 
fingers  with  touching  the  wicked  Mammon  ; 
tho',  in  private,  I  have  fcen  thefe  Jhirtlefs  Bro- 
thers of  the  card  and  cowl^  without  any  regard 
to  the  dignity  of  their  chfe-Jh(roen  crowns^  their 
wooden  JdnddlSy  and  coarfe  nafty  frocks ^  not  only 
beg,  but  handle  it  very  freely ;  and  it  is  well* 
known,  that  they  often  employ  it  to  no  vefy 
religious  purpofes.  The  people  are  no  ftrangcrs 
to  this,  and  yet,  fuch  is  their  prepoffeflion,  that 
they  hever  meet  thefe  greafy  Impoftors,  with- 
put  running  to  kifs  their  lleeves,  tho*  perhaps 
they  are  juft  come  out  of  a  Brothel  \  which,  I 
afTure  you,  is  little  lefs  wondered  at  in  them, 
than  in  the  profaned  of  the  Laity. 

One  thing  is  indubitable,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  outward  (hew  of  aufterity,  they  Jive 
at  leaft  in  as  much  affluence  as  any  other  Or- 
der; and  what  they  fail  obtaining  by  dint  of  ' 
importunity,  in  which  they  are  the  greateft 
adepts  of  any  profefled  Beggars  on  earth,  they 
know  how  to  fupply  well  enough,  with  fidi- 
tious  miracles,  fham  relics,  forged  vifions,  and 
pretended  revelations.  Tis  amazing  what  a  va- 
riety of  ftratagems  thefe  men,  who  are  gene- 
rally very  illiterate,  have  found  out,  to  gull  the 
populace  into  an  opinion  of  their  fan<flity,  and 
what  effe^  they  produce  on  the  niinds  qC 
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djoiis,  whofeown  eyes  might  eflfilyconviihce 
them  of  the  cootrary.  'Tis  no-  -oncommoa 
thing  to  hear  a  £u  bacon-beaded  Fryar,  in  one 
cf  his  LectTSercpoDs,  n>aring  out,  as  lond  as 
his  lungs  will  pcrmh,  how  neceflary  it  Is  to 
mortify  die  Heth ;  at  which,  the  whole  con- 
gegation,  inftead  of  fmiling  at  th<i  burlcfque 
Sgure,  melt  into  tears,  ca  flap  their  faces,  as 
the  cullom  is,  efpeciatly  if  the  holy  Hanger- 
fhief  be  difplayed  from  the  pulpit,  which  is 
^£uind  to-  be  a  wonderful  incentive  to  devo-  " 
tjop  *, 
'*  ■  Can 


■  •  Among^  other  precious  rcUcs,  which  Cat!iclics  have, 
•  fochgood  flore  of,  there  is  one  held  in  more  than  ordinaiy 
TCBcratiaD,  -which  is  called  the  Santa  Fenmica,  or  ho'y 
Handkerchief :  It  is  a  fquare  piece  of  lintn-doth,  wher^;- 
vith,  our  Saviour  is  faid  to  have  wiped  oif  the  fweat,  when 
%t  tt'pnt  to  Golgotha,  leaving  on  it  a  faint  yellowifli  im- 
■preflion  of  his  face.  Now  tho'  there  are  no  more  than 
thpcc  gcnnine  heads  of  St.  John  the  Baptiil,  all  which  are 
flieM'n  in  different  churches  of  Italy,  and  each  properly  at- 
tefled  as  the  real  one ;  yet,  as  to  the  handkerchief  1  am 
fpcaking  of,  there  are  at  Icaft  fome  thnufands.  There  is 
f(ar-ce  a  church  in  Portugal  or  Spain,  without  one.  They 
do  not  indfcd  all  pretend  to  be  originals;  but  Hill  they 
anfwer  the  fame  purpofe,  and  are  as  much  adored  as  if 
they  were,  Befides,  I  have  heard  a  very  (Irong  argument 
urged  in  thdr  favor,  to  wit.that  theyhsd  been  miracuIonJly 
njuhiplicd,  and  that  nothing  was  impoSble  to  God.  The 
fame  thing  may  be  fajd  in  favor  of  St.  AJxilloniaa  teeth,  to 
whofe  intercelTion  reconrfe  is  had  in  the  Tooth-ach',  the 
cure  of  which  is  har  peculiar  province,  ss  that  oF  the  Ciaugh 
appertains  to  St.  Tude,  and  of  meailed  hogs  to  St.  Anthony^ 
vhom  the  Devil  continually  followed,  in  the  fhape  of  a 
Pig ;  from  •wflencc '  cbtn^  ihc  vulgar  fajrjoe  in  Eo^^nd^ 
fi-hen  they  fpeak  of  a  man  Vtftf'E  &Jo  rni^wtonaJ^  rtlat 
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'-^CtO'ttny  thing  be  pleafiinter  than  to  hear^ft 
Pojwfh -Prieft,  and  a  Fryar  too;  inveighing^ 
bitterly  againA  .bigotry  and  falfhood,  when  all 
the  world  knows^  that  were  it  not  for  fuch 
fupporters,  nine  tenths  of  his  religion  mud  fall 
to  the  ground  of  courfe  ?  Are  Methodifts  then 
the  only  people  to  be  charged  with  impofing^ 
on  a  fenfelefs  illiterate  rabble,  the  unmeaning 
rants  of  their  cnthufiaftic  hypocrify,  for  the 
generous  ardors  of  religious  zeal  ?  Has  our 
modern  Apoftle  forgot  the  Golden  Legend^  the 
Flos  Sandlorum.  and  innumerable  other  choice 
pieces  of  the  fame  ftamp,  the  Compilers  of 
which,  as  a  learned  Roman  Catholic  obferves, 
were  men  of  leaden  brains  and  brazen  fronts^ 
remarkable  for  nothing  die  but  the  height  of 
ftupidity  and  impudence,  which  two  qualities^ 

he  follows  one  like  a  Tantony  Pig.  With  r^ard  to  the 
.firft-metitioned  Saint,  I  have  been  told  a  plcafant  ftory  by 
a  Spaniih  Gentleman,  who  had  travelled  abroad,  and  wai, 
in  my  opinion,  no  bad  Chriftian,  tho'  far  from  a  goqd 
Catholic.  It  had  been  found,  it  fcems,  on  long  trial,  that 
the  c/irrying  about  one  of  this  Saint's  teeth,  either  io  tiie 
pocket,  or  hung  at  the  neck,  was  a  more  efTedlual  preferva- 
tive  againft  the  Tooth  ach,  than  Crenough's  tinfture  is  at 
prefent.  Now  as  many  of  ihefc  miraculous  Teeth  were 
either  fold,  or  given  away  gratis,  for  this  {alutary  purpofe, 
a  certain  Pope,  we  are  told,  began  to  fufpeft,  that  they 
were  in  greater  number  than  could  be  well  contained  ia 
any  fmgle  woman's  jaws.  In  order  to  be  fatisfied  of  the 
truth,  he  commanded  them  all  to  be  brought  in,  at  leaift 
fuch  as  had  been  fcattered  about  in  Italy,  and  found  (o 
laige  a  quf  ntity  as  filled  fix  bu(hels»  What  became  of 
thefe  teeth  is  not  known ;  bu^  as  to  the  Saint  herfelf,  ihe 
is  as  much  appBed  to  for  the  cure  of  this  ailmeotj^aad  w}th 
the  fame  fuocdi^  s^  bciinrc* 
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we  find,  are  not  incompatible  ?  ThoTe,  wlia 
coUedted  all  this  precious  flufT,  drew  up  the 
a&s  and  lives  of  their  Saints,  with  the  fame 
fpirit  as  thofe  who  wrote  the  adventures  of  Don 
BfiUanis  of  Greece^  Amadis  de  Gaulf  and  the  Se^ 
ven  Okv^ions  of  Cbriftendom.  Perhaps  you'll 
fk}^  thefe  paltry  Legends  are  laughed  at  by 
CYCry.  unbigoted  Papift.  True,  Sir.  But  how 
fmail  is  the  number  of  thefe,  in  mod  Popidi 
countries,  ^fpecially  Spain  and  Portugal  ?  They 
accftiU  looked  on,  by  tlie  vulgar  at  leaft,  and 
flilj  recommended  by  the  Fry ars,  as  moft  edi- 
f^^ing  books  \  and,  to  convince  you  that  they 
are  not  held  in  fo  defpicable  lights  even  by  the 
wifer  and  better  fort,  efpecially  the  Clergy,  you 
will  iind^  on  a  critical  infpefUon,  that  Ibme  of 
the  divine  offices  in  the  Roman  Breviary,  not- 
witbftanding  its  frequent  revifals  and  emenda- 
dpQS,  are  built  on  this  rubbiffa. 

If  the  poor  deluded  people  of  thofe  countries 
lifive  a  few  fcraps  of  the  Gofpel  faid  or  fung  to 
them,  is  it. not  in  a  language  they  are  utter 
ftrangers  to  ?  And  what  do  they  hear  in  their 
own  language,  both  in  and  out  of  the  pulpit  ? 
Why  truly,  that,  when  the  Heretics  refufed 
to  attend  to  Mr.  St.  Anthony's  preaching,  he 
went  and  held  forth  to  the  Fifhes,  who  perked 
their  heads  out  of  the  water,  and  heard  his 
fQltnon  with  extrardinary  figns  of  devotion  ^ 
t^iat  this  great  Patron  of  Liibon  fwam  on  a 
niill«-fk)ne  from  Genoa  to  Leghorn,  and,  which 
is  ftiU  more  admirable,  preached  in  two  places 
wide  afunder,  at  the  fame  infjtant  of  time  \  that 
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a  loaded  Mule,  to  convince  obitinate  Hitrftict. 
pf  the  reality  of  T^a^^^b^:antiation,  fell  donnh. 
on  its  knees,  and  adored  the  bleiled  Sacraoiisnl^- 
that  the  advent,  of  the  Seraphic  Father  St,  Fran-; 
cis,  was  not  only  foretold  in  the  Apocalypfbr  - 
but  by  the.  Sybils,  in  the  reign  of  King  Priam ;. 
that,  as  Chrift  promifed  eternal,  life  to  thofe 
who  followed  his  Precepts,  (o  this  Patriarch 
protnifes  the  £uxie  thing  to  fuch  as  put  on  tho; 
cord,  and  embrace  his  rule;  nay  more,  that 
every  Layman,  buried  in  his  habit,  need  not 
fear  going  flrait  to  Heaven  3  that  as,  when  one 
Saviour  made  his  entry  into  Jerufalem,    the* 
paioi  and  olive  trees  bowed  down  their  heads, 
in  token  of  reverence ;  fo  when  Francis  entered  - 
Rome  with  his  twelve  difciples,  a  very  tall  tree. 
made  him  a  profound  court'fy,   by  bendiog 
itfelf  quite  down  to  the  earth  ;  that  he  had 
worked  more  and  greater  miracles  than  Chdfl; 
himfelf ;   and,   in  fine,  that  he  was  fuch  a^. 
mirror  of  fan£tity,  that,  //  God  were  not  God, 
ke  wotdd  be  no  other  than  St.  Francis  *. 

'Tis  no  eafy  matter  to  decide,  whether  the . 
blafphemy  or  folly  of  fuch  expreilions  is  moft 

♦  The  words  in  the  original  arc,  4^^  D^s  nao  foffls  Dios^ 
niio  Jeria  outra  covfa,  fenao  S.  Francifco  :    which  I  haye 
read  in  the  Saint's  life,  and  often  heard  from  the  pulpit. ' 
He  muft  be  very  little  acquainted  with  Portugal,    who" 
doubts  the  truth  of  the  pafTiges  above^^uoted.     Any  one^ 
who  has  a  mind  to  fee  more  of  tnls  OufT,  will  find  enough . 
of  it  in  the  treatife  of  Bartiioloineo  dc  Pifps,  on  the  Con- 
formity of  St.  Francis  of  AfllC  with  uu:  Saviour;  whereof 
fome  acoonnt  b  given  in  the  Bibliothequc  Raif6nee. 
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glaring.  Yet  this  wretched  trafli  is  what  the 
people  are  accuftomed  to,  and,  having  nothing 
better  olIFered  them,  are  contented  with  it.  The 
delight  they  take  in  thefe  monftrous  extrava- 
gances, the  confidence  they  are  taught  to  place 
in  (ham  relics,  ridiculous  proceilions,  idle  pil- 
grimages to  the  bones  of  fome  dead  man,  or  a 
parcel  of  fenfelefs  flocks,  with  an  endlcfs  train 
of  impertinent  devotions,  and  fuch  fuperftitious 
pradiices,  as  render  Chriftianity  one  of  the 
moft  contemptible  things  in  the  world,  pafs 
unth  them  for  the  generous  arders  of  religious 
zeal. 

As  to  the  beneficence,  benevolence,  mercy, 
and  bowels,  which  Methodifts  are  charged 
with  the  want  of,  I  could  never  learn  that  Po- 
jrifh  Priefts  were  over-burdened  with  thefe  vir- 
tues. They  own  themfelves,  it  is  an  article  of 
their  faith,  that  every  foul,  not  of  their  com- 
munion, is  inevitably  damned,  unlefs  perhips 
he  chances  to  be  invincibly  ignorant,  which 
they  take  due  care  he  fhall  not :  for,  in  cafe  it 
be  once  intimated  to  him,  that  he  cannot  be 
0ved,  without  turning  Papift,  his  eyes  are  now 
opened,  and  he  can  no  longer  plead  ignorance 
as  an  excufe^  Agreeable  to  this  Catholic  prin- 
ciple, it  is  an  eftablifhed  maxim  with  them, 
that  all  perfons,  who  will  not,  or  cannot  be 
convinced,  are  to  be  treated  as  obftinate  Here- 
tics, and  that  the  extirpation  of  fuch  is  doing 
God  good  fervice.  Let  the  Methodifts  be  ever 
to  tenacious  of  their  notions,  we  hear  not  of 
their  having  attempted  to  put  any  man  to  death, 
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or  even  to  injure  him,  for  expofing  them  to 
dcriiion,  and  much  lefs,  for  not  joimng  wi^ 
them.  Whether  Papifts  can  make  the  fanie 
boafl,  let  their  united  efforts  to  ruin  the  cha- 
rader  of  every  one,  who  dares  to  cxpofe  their 
unhallowed  tricks^  or  rather  fuch  tricks  as  are 
hallov^ed  with  the  name  of  religion  i  let  the 
fpirit  of  perfecution^  which  fo  eminently  diftin* 
guifhes  their  church  from  all  others ;  let  the 
Maflacres  already  enumerated^  bear  teftimony* 
The  Reviewer  may  beflow  on  his  favorite  Trir 
bunal,  and  on  every  one  of  his  own  party,  as 
much  mercy  and  bowels  as  he  pleafes ;  but  we 
too  well  know^  what  his  Catholics  have  been, 
and  what  they  (till  are,  and  eipecially  vvligt 
may  be  reafonably  expcded  from  the  mercy 
and  bowels  of  Popifh  Priefls  and  Inquifitors. 

As  I  have  given  you  fome  account  of  th|e 
venerable  Order  of  Mendicants^  it  may  not  M 
unacceptable  to  acquaint  you  with  a  curioiM 
piece  of  their  hiftory,  which^  I  believe,  is  little 
known  in  England.  Some  people  are  apt  to 
think,  that  when  the  Reformation  had  difoeriiMl 
that  thick  gloom  of  ignorance  and  fuperlutiony 
wherein  all  Europe  had  been  fo  long  involved, 
the  reign  of  Monkery  was  almoft  at  an  end^ 
and  that  their  old  tricks  became  much  lefs  fine*; 
quent.  But  this  is  a  miftake.  Indeed  thor 
trade  in  vifions,  miracles,  and  relics,  was  fallea 
to  a  very  low  ebb,  in  France,  Germany,  suid 
fome  other  parts ;  but  as  to  Italy,  Spain,  and 
Portugal,  it  ftill  kept  up  its  credit,  and  vvas 
generally  carried  on  to  as  good  advantage  as 

evert 
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tver.  If  any  particular  Saint  biippened  to  fall 
into  dir-rq>ui:e,  or  any  opinion  was  controvert- 
fcdj  which  conduced  to  the  glory  or  profit  of 
the  Order,  they  had  in  ftore  a  thoufand  artifices 
16  nnifc  up  the  people's  languid  devotion,  and 
lA'Abp  the  mouths  of  gain-faycrs. 
-  You  remember,  I  prefume,  the  ancient  dif- 
pittc  between  the  Dominicans  and  Francifcans> 
toncxrntng  the  immaculate  conception  of  the 
Hefled  Virgfn,  which  ftill  fubfifts.  The  former 
ttfeuntain,  that  flie  was  bora  in  original  fin, 
IBte  the  reft  of  the  children  of  Adam.  The 
latter  infift,  that  ihc  was  wholly  free  from  this 
taint,  which  opinion,  thd*  direftly  repugnant 
fo  Scripture,  they  fHiHy  defend  with  many 
j|itetous  arguments,  whereof  the  ftrongeft 
iSt^  -(and  you  may  judge  of  the  ftrength  of 
afe  rbft  fay  this)  Aat  it  t^ould  bfe  indecent 
fo'  fupjwfe  the  Mother  of  God  fhould  be  con- 
CWVtfd  like  ordinary  women.  The  Dominicans, 
Were,  no  doubt,  in  the  rig^t;  and  the  truly 
<*5fd  and  learned  were  alii  in  this  point,  of 
ffieir  fide ;  but  the  populace,  who  had  beeii 
folongaccuftomcd  to  treat  thfc  blefled  Virgiti 
•i^-a' Goddefs,  and  to  put  dieif  whole  tra{f 
aild' confidence  in  her,  unanimoufly  joined  with 
ffie  Franctfcans,  who  had  inflilled  iiito  them; 
ffrat  the  oppofite  opinion  was  no  Icfs  thafi 
^&»!nr-right  blafphemy. 

,  The  Dominicans,  finding  how  matters  were 
Bkt  to  go,  confulted  amorfg  thcmfelves  on 
fyOit  tSk&xaX '  meih6d  to  ptit  their  antagonifts 
W  ^tipc^Halt  fiiehce.     The  fitteft  inftrument 
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they  could  find,  for  this  purpofe,  was  one  Jet-- 
%er^  a  Lay-brother  of  one  of  their  monafteries 
in  Switzerland.     This  half-witted  fellow  was 
perfuaded  by  the  Fryars,  who  had  procured 
one  of  their  brethren  to  perfbnate  the  bleiled 
Virgin,  that  he  was  really  favoured  with  h'ea- 
veniy  vifions,  wherein  it  was  revealed  to  him, 
that  thofe,  who  believed  and  taught  her  imma- 
culate conception,  were  in  a  grols  error,  and  a 
ftridt  injunction  laid  on  him  to  declare  fb  to 
the   world,    as   by  her  immediate  diredlion* 
yetzer  pundtually  complied  with   the  divine 
mandate  ;  and,  the  plot  being  carried  on  witfi 
the  utmoft  artifice,  it  began  to  gain  fuch  gene* 
ral  credit,  that  the  Francifcans  were  afhamed 
to  fhew  their  heads.    Thus  the  farce  continuied 
without  interruption,    'till  the  contrivers,    by 
over-afting  their  parts,    betrayed  themfelves. 
Jetzery  in  fliort,  whofe  fimj^icity  they  had  {a 
long  abufed,  difcovered  the  whole  fraud ;  upoh 
which  the  machinators  were  apprehended,  arid 
punifhed  as  they  dcferved. 

This  ftory,  which  is  told  at  large  in  Burnet'a  • 
travels,  I  could  not  avoid  giving  a  fhort  abfbra£fc 
of,  in  order  to  introduce  what  follows,  which 
muft  be  referved  to  my  next.     I  am,  Gfc. 


LEar-; 
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LETTER        XII. 

SIR, 

YOU  will  eafily  believe,  that  the  plot* 
mentioned  in  my  former,  which  was 
intended  to  confound  the  Frandfcans^  having 
ended  {o  unfortunately  foir  their  antagoniils, 
muft  have  aJibrded  them  no  fmall  caufe  of  tri- 
umph. They  made  a  proper  ufe  of  it,  and  the 
Qj^en  of  Heaven  was  exalted,  if  pofliblef 
h^er  than  before..  However,  as  they  per- 
cdved,  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  old  objcc-' 
tions  began  to  be  revived,  which,  there  was  too 
much  reafon  to  fear,  might  ibmewhat  flackea 
the  devotion  p^ud  to  their  Goddels,  and  con- 
Jequehtly  prove  a  coniiderabl<!  detriment  to 
dtemfelves ;  many  congregadons  Were  held^ 
and  various  expedients  propofed,  how  to  prevent 
die  confequences.  The  affair  became  ftill  more 
interefling,  from  a  fre^  attempt  made  by  the 
Dominicans,  which,  tho'  it  did  not  end  quite 
fq  unluckily  as  the  firil,  had  greatly  alarmed 
the  whole  Order  of  Mendicants  *. 

Not. 

*  The  DomiDicans,  notwithflan<liag  their  ill  fuccefs  m 
the  afTair  of  Jetzcr,  vcatnred,  fiiine  years  after,  when 
^I'lp  II.  was  master  of  Portugal,  to  carry  on  aooLher  im- 
pbAurc  of  the  fame  kind  at  Lilbon  ;  the  inllrument  of 
which  was  the  i^mous  Nun,  called  Mary  of  the  Annuncia- 
tion, who,  in  imitation  of  the  pretendjJ  Stygmata  of  St. 
Firancis,  had  certaia  marks,  repfeTenCing  the  fire  woijnd's 
of  Chiift,  ivprdled  oo  diffureai  put^  of  her  body ;  thfe 
reality 
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Notwithfbtnding  all  their  confultations,  no 
Jatisfaftory  fcheme. could  be  hit  upon,  till  about 
the  middle  of  the  tail  century,  when  it  was 
unanimoufly  refblved  by  the  fecret  Committee 
of  Francifcans,  to  pay  the  Dominicans  in  their 
Own  coin.  For  this  purpofe,  they  made  choice 
of  one  Madre  Maria,  a  Spanifh  Nun,  of  the 
Convent  of  ^reda,  'Tis  no  eafy  matter  to 
decide,  whether  this  woman  had  more  of  the' 
Enthufiaft  or  Impoflor.  One  thing  is  certain, 
that  they  could  not  have  found,  In  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Spain,  a  fitter  indrument  to  anfwer 
their  purpofe,  nor  one  more  ready  to  come 
into  any  project  for  advancing  the  glory  of  our 
blelled  LJidy,  to  whom  fhe  had  always  been ' 
exceffively  devoted.  Her  brain  had  been  tho- 
roughly heated  with  reading  the  Legends  of 
Saints,  to  which  flie  gave  implicit  faith.  This, 
joined  with  the  artful  iiiftrudions  and  bewitch- 
ing flatteries  of  her  fpiritual  directors,  might 

reality  of  which  gained  fuch  credit,  tliat  feveral  linn-rags, 
flained  with  ibmc  red  comporuion,  which  was  foid  to  be 
the  blood  flowing  From  the  faid  wounds,  were,  for  * 
while,  preferred  as  mod  precious  leiics.  But  this  Nun,  ft 
fcems,  in  the  couife  of  her  divine  revelation*;  h:iving  been 
Inftru^ed  to  utter  fome  prophecy,  in  faior  of  the  Duke  of 
Bragnn^a,  the  Spnnilh  Ciuri  was  To  nJarnu-d  a;  it,  that,  oa 
afiriA  cnquiiy  into  the  au  then  licit)-  of  her  viHons,  the 
whole  impofturc  was  detcfted.  It  is  liighly  probable,  that 
the  Inquifitors  themfelves,  who  are  molU}'  of  the  Domini- 
can Order,  were  at  the  bottom  of  this  plot,  but  we  do  not 
hear  of  any  of  them  having  been  punilhed  for  it.  As  to 
tlidr  Tool,  who, flood  fo  fail  a  thanct  iif  l>eing  tanuniied, 
were  it  not  for  this  unlucky  accident,  £hc  was  condemnei 
to  perpetusl  peoance,  and  the  afTxir  no  more  talked  of. 

M  poiTiblj 


1^2  Of  the  Spamjh  T^, 

poflibly  have  made  fuch  impreffions  on  her 
mind,  as  to  perfuade  her  into  an  opinion  of  her 
own  (am&ity,  and  almofl:  induce  her  to  believe, 
there  was  fome  foundation  for  what  Die  muft 
otherwife  have  looked  upon  as  nothing  but  a 
mere  cheat.  It  is  no  fuch  unufual  thing,  for 
thofe,  who  have  deceived  others  by  frequently 
telling  a  lye,  at  length  to  deceive  themfelves. 

Whatever  arts  were  made  ufe  of,  to  fettle 
the  preliminaries,  till  the  plan,  which  had  been 
the  refult  of  many  years,  was  ripe  for  execu- 
tion, this  woman  was  taught  to  give  out,  that 
the  blcifed  Virj^n  came  every  night  in  perfon 
to  pay  her  a  vifit,  and  revealed  the  minuteft 
pafiages  of  her  life,  from  the  moment  of  her 
conception  in  the  womb  of' St.  Anne,  (who  is 
ftyled,  by  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe,  jfi'o 
^  Dios,  i.  e.  God's  Grandmother)  to  her  glo- 
rious aflumption  into  Heaven.  Among  thefe 
aftonifhing  anecdotes,  you  may  be  fure,  our 
Lady  did  not  forget  the  grand  point  of  Iier  im- 
maculate conception,  the  clearing  up  of  whidi 
fcems  to  have  been  the  principal  motive  of  fuch 
frequent  defcems  from  her  celeftial  manfions, 
next  to  that  of  railing  the  glory  of  the  Mendi- 
cants. 

Our  good  Mother  Mary  of  Agreda,  who 
now  lived,  as  it  were,  in  a  perpetual  extafy, 
found  time  and  opportunity  enough,  amidft  all 
hct  raptures  and  daily  colloquies  with  the 
Queen  of  Angels,  not  only  to  receive,  from 
her  Dircflors,  the  inftruffions  neceflary  for  her 
d^rportmtnt,  but  to  traufcribe,  with  her  own 
band. 
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band,  the  copy  of  thofe  divine  revelations  th^ 
furniflied  her  with,  by  piece-meal,  which  was 
always  carefully  returned  ;  this  Favorite  of 
Heaven  retaining  only  that,  which  from  hence- 
forth was  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  original. 
The  work  being  now  completed,  and  proper 
mcafures  taken  for  opening  the  fcene  ;  it  was 
judged  expedient  that  fhe  (hould  iirft  commu- 
nicate the  ftupendbus  affair  to  one  of  her  Con- 
FelTors,  who  was  not  of  the  Fruncifcan  Older, 
this  man,  either  difipproving  the  contents  of 
^edjvine  Manulcnpt,  or  at  leaft  pretending  to 
do  fo,  committed  the  whole  to  the  flames. 
The  Fryars  had  lorfeen  this  accident,  or  rather, 
as  we  may  prefume,  it  was  a  contrivance  of 
their  own,  to  introduce  their  Myjlk  City  ofGod^ 
(for  fo.  the  work  is  entitled)  with  the  greatct 
eclat :  for  the  docile  Pupil,  it  fecms,  had  tran^ 
fcribed,  by  their diredion,  two  copies;  fothat, 
on  the  lofs  of  the  iirft,  another  was  fhortly 
produced,  fo  exactly  fimilar  in  every  word,  as 
plainly  difcovered  it  to  have  been  wrote  by  the 
iame  fupernatural  affiftsnce.  The  rafh  Con- 
fefTor  now  appeared  thoroughly  convinced,  that 
he  had  aded  too  precipitately,  and  joined  with 
the  Fryars  in  cxprcfiing  his  admiration  at  fo 
unheardHaf  a  prcdigy.  The  news  inflantly  flew 
abroad,  with  luch  rapidity,  that,  in  a  few 
days,  the  whole  kingdom  was  apprized  of  it. 
When  the  work  was  printed  and  pubhfhed, 
which  its  authors  took  care  to  get  done  ..with 
all  poflible  expedition,  the  people  could  not 
find  words  to  ejcprefs  their  aftoniUimcnt,  efpe- 
M  2  ciallY 
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ctally  that  an  illiKrate  woman  ftioufd  be.  enabled 
to  wnte  of  fuch  fubtime  matters,  in  fo  pure 
and  elegant  a  flylc.  Nothing,  in  fine,  was 
ever  received  with  equal  veneration.  It  is  flill 
looked  cm  by  the  natives  both  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, as  an  immediate  infpiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghofl,  and  I  have  heard  them  call  it  a  thoufand 
times,  un  Libre  Divim. 

Vou  will  have  the  cuiiofi^,  no  doubt,  to  aik 
me,  whether  I  have  feen  tins  divine  book..  Yes, 

■  Sir,  I  have  feen  it,  and  even  undergone  the 
drudgery  of  reading  it  quite  through,  and  fhall 
now  give  you  fomc  account  of  the  whole  per- 
formance. That  edition  which  I  had  was  a 
very  pompous  one ;  it  confifted  of  three  larg« 
volumes  in  folio,  with  an  appendix  of  ex- 
planatory notes,  to  foften  many  harAi  paflages, 
which  indeed  they  i^ood  much  in  need  of.  As 
to  the  language,  as  I  before  obferved,  nothing 
can  be  more  elegant,  having  been,  for  fome 
years,  polifliing  and  revifihg  by  the  moft  learned 
of  the  Order  :  it  is,  in  fhort,  fuch  as  might  be 
expedled  from  perfeft  mafters  of  their  mother- 
tongue.  The  great  number  of  Technical  terms 
made  ufe  of,  evidently  demonftrate,  that  the 
compilers  were  no  ftrangers  to  ScholafHc  Divi- 
nity, and  the  old  exploded  Fhilofophy  ;  which, 
as  odd  as  it  may  feem  in  a  work  of  this  na- 
ture, is  accounted  for  by  the  Commentators, 
who  fuppofe  our  Lady  to  have  been  not  only 
well  verfed  in  the  peculiar  idioms  and  gram- 

t*^  matical  niceties  of  every  language,  but  a  miftrefs 

of  all  arts  and  fciences  i  tho'  it  may  be  eafily 

perceived. 
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perceived)  that,  notwithilanding  her  Lady{bip'8 
univeriki  knowlege^  mofl  of  the  terms^  not 
purely  Spanifh,  are  ibme  very  barbarous»  and 
others  unintelligible  *. 

Having  faid  enough  of  the  ftyle  and  di<flion, 
let  us  proceed  to  the  matter,  concerning  w^hich, 
I  can  folemnly  afTure  you,  that  all  the  reveries 
of  the  moft  diflempered  imagination,  all  the 
fantaftic  adventions  and  incredible  fiftions  of  all 
the  Romances  ever  publifhed,  dci  not  come  up 
to  the  extravagances  vrherewith  this  Divine 
Book  is  full  fraught,  from  beginning  to  end* 
To  quote  every  glaring  pafTage,  would  be  the 
fame  thing  as  tranicribing  the  whole  ;  I  fhall 
therefore  trouble  you  with  no  more  than  two 
or  three  out  of  fome  thoufands,  which  are  4II  of 
a  piece. 

"  When  our  Lady  (as  ijie  informs  us  her- 
felf,  or  the  Fryars  for  her)  was  yet  an  Infant 
in  her  cradle,  (he  was  carried  up  to  Heaven  by 
an  hoft  of  Angels^  and,  after  an  intimate  con« 
ver£ui6n  with  the  Holy  Trinity,  being  feated 
on  a  magnificent  throne,  and  crowned  Emprefi 
of  the  Univerfe,  received  the  homage  of  the 
whole  celeilial  Hierarchy.    After  this  pompous 

♦  Iq  rpeaking  thus  freely,  either  here  or  elfcwhere,  of 
our  Lady,  as  PapiAs  ftyle  the  blefled  Virgin,  no  Proteftant 
will  fufpeA  me  of  making  fport  with  facred  things ;  fince 
there  is  as  wide  a  diflference  betvireen  the  Mother  of  our  Sa- 
viour, that  Mary,  recorded  in  Scripture,  whom  all  gene- 
Rations  (hall  call  blefTed,  and  this  Popi(h  Idol,  as  between 
Jfhovah^  the  Lord  God  of  Ifraely  and  thp  heathen  Jupiter 
i^f  Mount  Olympus. 

.  M  3  ccrcmo<5i 
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ceremony,  fhe  was  fo  dexterpuOy  conveyed 
Ijacjc  to  her  cradle,  that  neither  the  nvirfe,  nor 
any  of  the  attendnn's  whn  "^  aircil  oii  h^r  Iii;ijie- 
rial  Majefty,  had  the  Icaft  ib!j;icion  o!  her  ab- 
fencc,  as  the  Angels,  it  I'eems,  hai!  taken  the 
precaution  of  fubftituting  a  phantom  in  her 
room,  cxaftly  relembling  the  divine  babe." 

"  When  the  child  Jeius  wss  yet  an  Embrio 
in  his  Motlier's  womb,  he  frequently  got  upon 
his  knees  to  fay  his  prayers,  and  held  very  long 
dilcourfes  with  her,  every  word  of  which  is 
minutely  recorded.  —  After  his  nativity,  when 
he  was  to  be  circumcifed,  as  neither  his  re- 
puted Father,  nor  even  the  High  Prieft  were 
judged  worthy  to  perform  this  ceremony,  our 
Lady  herfelf,  who,  wc  are  told,  was  an  excel- 
lent weaver  and  fempftrefs,  and  had  referved  a 
fine  cambric-handkerchief  of  her  own  fpinning 
for  this  purpofe,  cut  off  the  holy  Prepuce, 
wliich,  together  ^jth  a  few  drops  of  blood  that 
fell,  were  received  on  it.  At  the  fameinftant, 
tlie  Cherubim  and  Seraphim  defccnded  in  their 
robes  of  ftatc,  and  brought  with  them  a  cryftal 
bottle,  which,  being  inftinft  with  fpirit,  un- 
coikcd  itfelf,  and,  having  received  the  precious 
d  pofit,  Ipontaheoufly  clofed,  and  is  ftill  pre- 
k I xcd  fomewhere,  among  other  relics ;  but,  as 
\  have  not  the  book  by  me,  I  cannot  recoiled 
the  name  of  the  place  *."  — — 

As. 

•  Saadova],  the  Spanifh  Bilhop,  twice  before  referred 
to,  relates,  as  iQcoiUclbble  faft,  in  his  life  of  tlic  Emperor 
Charles  V.  that  the  leal  ^anfe  f  r<.-^uc»  was  kept  at  Ronu;^ 
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As  this  fmall  fpecimen,  I  prefume,  will  be 
Sufficient  to  give  you  a  furfeit,  I  (hall  fay  no 
ipore  than  that  there  are  fome  thoufand  pa(^ 
iages  of  the  fanae  (lamp,  and  that  almoft  every 
incident  of  this  wondrous  hiftory  is  as  repug- 
nant to  common  fenfe,  as  to  the  word  of  Goc  i 
not  to  mention  the  obfcene  ideas,  which  a  mi- 
nute detail  of  certain  particulars  mufl  naturally 
xaife. 

That  you  may  not  look  on  this  as  an  exag- 
geration, I  muft  inform  you,  that  even  Roman 
Catholics,  who  dare  think  for  themfelves,  arc 
of  the  very  fame  opinion.  This  ftupendous 
book  had  no  iboner  made  its  appearance  in. 
France,  than  it  was  condemned  by  the  Sor- 
bonne,  as  a  mere  rhapfady  of  inconfiftent,  an- 
tiquated^  ridiculous  tales,  the  moft  palpable 
falfhoods^  and  heretical  dodrines,  tending  to 
the  corruption  of  found  morals,  and  fubverfion, 
of  the  faith.  In  a  word,  it  evidently  appears^ 
on  the  moft  curfbry  perufal,  that  the  whole, 
fcope  and  defign  of  this  impudent  Forgery,  was 
to  exalt  their. Lady  Mary  into  a  Goddefs,  and 
thereby  to  aggrandize  the  Order  of  St.  Fran- 

and  fell,  among  other  things,  Into  the  hands  of  fome  fo!- 
diers,  when  the  Duke  of  Bourbon's  army  plundered  that 
dty ;  that  it  would  not  fuffer  itfeif  to  be  touched  by  fuch 
profane  wretches  ;  upon  which,  one,  more  penetrating 
than  the  reft,  beginning  to  fufpeft  the  truth,  fent  for  a 
pure  Virgin,  in  order  to  make  trial  of  its  virtue,  when  it 
readily  expanded.  This  precious  relic  feems  to  have  been 
loft,  amidft  the  confufion,  but  was  foon  replaced,  by  the 
fame  kind  of  Angels,  no  doubt,  who  brought  the  holy  houfe 
«ifLorctto.  %^: 

U  4  ciss   ^ 
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CIS  *  J  to  which  end,  every  thing  which  ava- 
rice, fraud,  ruperllition,  bigotry,  ^4  fanati- 
cifm,  fupported  by  credulity  and  folly,  couI4 
invent,  werp  here  put  in  praflice,  and  with 
fuch  amazing  fuccefs,  in  the  countries  for' 
wjiich  this  religious  Cheat  was  principally  cal- 
culated, as  would  furpafs  all  belief,  had  we  not 
ocular  demonftration,  what  exceeding  reverence 
the  book  is  held  in,  to  t)us  vpry  hour. 

I  muft  h?re  give  you  a  little  anecdote  rclatr 
itig  to  the  prefent  fubjeft,  which  perhaps  may 
^orce  a  fmile  from  you.  As  I  was  reading 
thefe  heavenly  vifions,  a  Dominican  Fryar,  of 
my  acquaintance,  chanced  to  enter  the  roorn ; 
I  afkcd  his  opinion  of  them,  tho'  I  pretty  well 
knew  before-hand  what  anftvcr  he  would  give ; 
lie  replied,  with  indignation  in  his  countenance, 
diat  they  w?r?  nothing  b^t  ^  heap  of  old  wives 
tales,  and  adyifcd  me  as  a  Itienct  not  to  waite 
ply  time  in  reading  fuch  trafli.  Now  you  niuft 
liot  imagine  from  thefe  exprelTions,  that  the 
Dominicans  arc  lefs  Bigots,  or  lefs  Adorers  of 
bur  I^ady,  than  the  Francif(;:ans,  except  in  the 
point  of  her  immaculate  conception,   which 

*  To  fhew  hov  iQnch  qur  Lady  had  in  view  the  plory 
pf  the  Francifcaa  Order,  we  are  iofortned,  that,  wlitn  !  cr 
parents  fent  her,  at  the  agp  of  three  years,  to  be  brought 
up  ID  the  Temple,  Hie  w^  doathed  in  the  habit  of  Sant.i 
plara.  This  habjt  ^vas  piade  by  her  moiher  St.  Anne,  and 
probably  endowed  with  the  lame  property  as  the  fesml^ffs 
coat  of  our  Saviour,  which  was  Tpun  by  thp  Virgin  herftlf 
for  him,  when  he  was  but  u  year  old,  and  miraculoufly  en- 
laired  itielf,  as  he  gicv  np,  fo  as  to  ferve  him,  dnrii^  his 
whale  life.  .  .        >         . 
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happens  to  clafh  with  the  fentlment  of  their 
Angelical  DcxSor,  Aquinas ;  for,  as  to  the  reft, 
tney  maintain,  that  fhe  was  as  free  from  adhial 
iin  as  Chrifl  himfelf ;  and  St.  Dominic,  as  his 
Legend  aiTures  us,  was  fo  highly  in  her  favor, 
that  ihe  not  only  paid  him  frequent  vifits,  but 
even  gave  him  her  breads  to  fuck,  that  he 
might  tafte  the  fweetnefs  of  her  milk.  But,  to 
proceed  with  my  ftory.  Not  long  after  this,  a 
Francifcan  chanced  to  pay  me  a  vifit,  and 
fpund  me  in  the  iame  employment :  the  mo* 
ment  he  caft  his  eyes  on  the  book,  he  rail  to 
it,  and  gave  it  a  mod  4evout  Jcifs,  aiTuring  me, 
that  every  word  in  it  was  as  true  as  the  Gofpe!; 
to  which  he  added,  with  an  heavy  figh,  dia^ 
the  Dominicans  w.ere  a  pack  of  wicked  wretches,, 
in  attempting  to  depreciate  fo  inedimable  a 
treaiqrc}  that  public  prayers  had  been  lately 
put  up,  in  every  monaftery  of  his  Order,  to 
implore  a  blefling  from  our  Lady  on  the  pious 
endeavours  of  their  Procurator  General,  who 
was  then  foliciting  at  Rome  the  Beatificadon  of 
Mother  Mary  pf  Agreda,  whofe  image  ht 
hoped,  ere  long,  to  fee  clapt  on  an  altar,  and 
carried  about  in  propeffion. 

THis  laft  piece  of  news  roufed  my  curiofity, 
and,  on  farther  enquiry  among  the  Dominicans, 
I  found,  that,  when  thefe  divine  Revelations 
made  their  firft  appearance  at  Rome,  they  were 
judged  by  the  Pope  to  be  fo  cxceflively  abfurd 
;}pd  ridiculous,  that  he  publiflicd  a  Decree  to 
prohibit,  the  reading  of  them.  This  put  thft 
Soanini  Mendicants  in  fuch   an  uproar,   that 

they 


170  ^I  ^^  Spanijb  Nim» 

they  ftirred  up  the  whole  kingdom,  and  pre- 
vailed fo  far  by  their  clamors  and  remon- 
ftrances,  that  the  King  himfelf  was  induced  to 
interpoi^  in  favor  of  tt  book  they  had  fpent  lb 
many  years  in  compofing.  At  this 'Prince's 
requefti  die  Pope  fufpcDded  his  Decree ;  and 
tho*  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  confirm 
diefe  vilions  by  his  Apoilolic  Authority,  yet,  by 
a  fecond  Decree,  he  permitted  the  Faithful  to 
read  them,  for  their  private  edification  * ;  which 
copceffion  the  peof^e  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
liave  made  ib  good  ufe  of,  that  few  Bimilies 
jare  to  be  found  without  them. 

Every  unprejudiced  perfon  muft  refleiS  here, 
%o^  iittle  reafon  that  'See,  which  emphatically 
jcalls  ^If  Apoftolical,  has  to  boaft  of  any  ex- 
^"aor^tiB^  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  ftnce 
dbe  poe^tf  infboGe  to  manifcftly  evinces,  that 
Popes  ijbeAAlves,  like  other  Prmces,  are  gO' 
yetned  J»y  mere  human  motives  and  worldly 
PolitK&  ev^  ip  points  of  Reli^on.  To  what 
cauib  men  can  it  be  owing,  why  thefe  vifions 
fliDuld  meet  with  left  ian&on  at  Rome,  than 
diofe  of  St.  Bridget,  or  Catharine  of  Sienna,  and 
fif^  othen,  little  l.efs  ridiculous  ?  The  only  an- 
fwer  to  be  given,  is,  t^at  die  times  are  altered, 
and  that,  now-a-days,  not  only  more  caution, 
)t>ut  fbme  appearance  of  candor  and  ingenuity 
is  neceifary,  when  fo  many  eyes  are  prying  into 
^or  condufl,  and  fo  many  tongues  ready  to 

*  Some  aecouat  is  given  of  this  aJfaJr,  in  a  book  enti' 
^  {^  Traitie  4t V^uia.    Pqr  fAhb't  Cahntt. 


call  it  ip  queflion  ;  ^wbjch  was  npt  the  cafe, .  in 
the  darker  ages  of  Monkery.  How  many  gQp4 
Catholics  are  there  of  thefe  times,  who  lau^H 
at  the  Golden  Legend,  which  thole  of  the  for- 
mer held  in  higher  veneration  than  the  ColpcL 
ilfcif! 

As  to  the  viflons  before  us^  perhaps  you  can 
perceive  no  difference  bet\yecn  aui&Grizing  fuct^ 
wretched  Trumperyj  and  permilting  tt  to  be 
rea4'  However,  fome  difference  there  is.  His. 
Holinels  had  fagacity  enough  to  foreice,  that, 
in  the  former  cafe,  he  ran  a  riHc  of  expoliag 
himfelf  to  contempt ;  and  that,  by  refuting  to 
grant  the  latter,  he  Hiould  have  \(m  a  powerful 
party,  and  difpleafed  the  populace  in  gencr4«  - 
Botib  thefe  inconveniences  are  prevented  by  the 
prefent  expedient.  Thus  the  contradictory  opi'- 
nions  Hill  remain  in  fufpencci  the  Roman  Pon- 
tiffs being  too  well  acquainted  with  their  oiyq 
intereft,  to  decide  the  controverfy,  ex  cat&f^j.  j 
tho'  they  fecm  to  incline  n^oft  to  the  Frwcifcftii 
fide,  by  rorbid.ding  every  one  to  difpiitc  ag^in^ 
their  tenets  j  and!  think,  it  ought  to  be  far* 
ther  noted,  as  the  fhongdl  proof  of  thcir  aj^. 
probation,  that  the  public  offices  of  the  Cburc^ 
of  Rome  have  fo  far  deify 'd  the  Virgin,  tb%( 
little  lefs  honor  is  paid  to  her  than  to  the  Al- 
Cnighty  himfelf.  FapiAi  may  call  thi&  kifvl  of 
adoration,  J^er^ulia,  or  by  what  other  fav4 
name  they  pUaie  ;  but  it  certainly  carries  with 
it  all  the  outward  marks  of  dov/nright,  rank 
Idolatry, 

Sefoifl 


Before  I  take  leave  of  the  Spanifh  Nun,  I 
muft  acquaint  you  with  another  fad  relating  to 
her.  I  was  informed  by  a  Dominican,  d^at, 
in  the  time  of  the  Pope  lately  deceafed,  the 
Mendicants,  not  at  all  difcouraged  at  the  difap* 
pointments  they  had  met  with,  renewed  their 
attempts  to  get  this  woman  canonized,  or  at 
leaft  beatify'd  *  ;  and,  as  money  is  one  of  the 
chief  requifites  on  thefe  occafions,  you  may  be 
afiiired,  that  no  expence  was  wanting.  His 
Holinefs  had  been  dioroughly  apprized  of  the 
arts  made  ufe  of,  to  introduce  thefe  (ham  reve- 
lations :  however,  to  fatisfy  in  part  the  impor- 
tunate folicitations  of  the  Seraphic  Order,  who 
moved  Heaven  and  earth  to  accomplifh  their 
defign,  he  referred  the  examen  of  their  divine 
Manufcript  to  the  Congregation  of  Rites,  who 
fiarted  fp  njiany  pbJe£tions,  with  regard  to  its 
authenticity,  as  well  as  die  matter  it  contained, 
which  the  Fryars,  with  all  their  artifices,  could 
not  poflibly  get  over,  that  the  affair  feems  to 
h^e  dropt  $  ib  that  thefe  brazen-fac'd  Mendi- 
cants have  no  other  remedy,  but  to  wait  till 
they  fii)d  a  Pope  of  lefe  penetration  or  honefty 
than  the  laft,  who  perhaps  was  the  wifeft  and 
\k&  that  jbas  fet  in  St.  reter's  chair,  fince  its 

*  The  dlftinftloQ  between  Canonization  and  Beatification 
Is  a  new  trick  of  Popery,  to  bring  frefli  grift  to  the  Mill ; 
lor,  at  the  bottom,  there  is  no  real  difierencey  except  that 
Ae  former  is  attended  with  a  larger  expence  than  the  lat- 
ter ;  jpft  as  the  Patent  of  a  Nobleman  ^mong  us  brings  ii^ 
more  feis  to  the  Oncers,  than  ;hat  of  a  fimple  Knight  or 
^araocL 
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ex^tation  above  the  mrone  of  Kings.  Yet»  % 
think,  it  ought  to  be  remarked  by  the  vny^ 
that  this  very  Pope,  as  great  and  good  a  man 
as  he  was>  did  not  a^  with  that  ftrid  fincerity 
which  might  be  expeded  from  the  Vicar  of 
Chrift :  for,  as  he  was  undoubtedly  convinced 
of  the  impoflure,  fhould  he  not  have  revoked 
the  permiflion  granted  by  his  PredeceiTor,  and 
thereby  fhewn  his  difapprobation  of  fuch  pious 
frauds,  for  which  his  Church  has  been  fo  long 
and  fo  juftly  upbraided  ?  It  cannot  therefore  he 
deemed  a  calumny,  to  fay,  that  he  counte- 
nanced the  Cheat,  by  his  connivance  at  leaft; 
and  that,  in  this  particular,  he  was  influenced 
by  the  fimie  Holy  Spirit,  which  was  fo  fre- 
quently tranfmitted  in  a  cloak-bag,  from  Rome 
to  the  Council  of  Trent. 

However,  notwithflanding  the  many  diffi- 
culties which  have  hitherto  obftrudted  the  ex* 
altation  of  our  infpired  Nun,  whofe  hiilory  we 
have  given,  ihe  feems  to  (land  a  much  fairer 
chance  of  getting  a  place  in  the  Calendar,  than 
her  name-lake  of  Lilbon  ;  nor  is  it  impoffible 
but  we  may  one  day  fee  her  make  a  figure  in 
it,  with  as  good  a  grace  as  fome  others,  who 
have  as  little  right  to  fland  tliere,  as  fhe  has. 
More  than  a  century  has  elapfed,  fince  the 
publication  of  her  vifions.  Who  is  there  now 
in  being,  who  can  depofc  any  thing  againfl  her 
private  life  and  manners  ?  And,  as  to  the  ar« 
ticle  of  Miracles,  which,  to  the  confufion  of 
Herefy,  our  Church  is  fo  deficient  in,  the  Fiy- 
ars  have  as  long  a  roll  ready  to  produce,  and 
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all  as  well  attefted  as  thc&  of  any  modern 
Saint,  whom  the  Church  of  kdlne>  for  very 
Kubflantial  reafoas,  takes  carb  not  to  canonize, 
till  an  hundred  jrcars  after  their  deaths.  The 
■uthcn^dty  of  thofe  miraCles  ihe  is  f^d  to  bave 
igrrought,  whtlft  on  earth,  cannot  be  diiputed 
by  any  living  toftimony ;  and,  as  to  ihofe  iHe 
lias  been  fo  long  working,  and  ftill  work^  m 
Iber  glorified  ifhitc,  good  ftore  can  never  be 
Wanting :  for,  as  matters  are  managed,  it  lays 
in  the  power  of  every  old  woman,  and  every 
fryar,  tp  add  to  the  number.  The  former 
pretends,  or  perhaps  is  taught  to  believe,  that 
flie  has  been  cured  of  fuch  an  ailment,  or  re- 
ceived fuch  a  lignal  blcfling,  or  efcapcd  fuch 
an  imminent  danger,  by  invoking  the  dcceafed. 
The  latter  immediately  gets  a  picture  drawn, 
reprefenting  the  incident :  this  is  hung  up  ot; 
the  walls  of  the  cloifter,  and  there  remains,  in 
ferfetuam  ret  mcmoriam.  The  Monaftery  of 
our  Lady  of  the  rock  of  France,  as  well  as  many 
others  in  Li{bon,  were  full  of  thefe  pictures, 
which  the  Fryars  always  fliewed  to  ftrangers, 
as  inconteflable  proofs  of  the  fa£ts  there  rc> 
prcfehted  *. 

•  I  have  feen  fomc  altars  hung  round  wiih  fuch  a  quan- 
tity of  waXL'O  heads,  (houlders,  arms,  thif;hs,  legs,  etc. 
as  bfought  to  my  mind  Mrs,  Salmon's  wax-work.  All  thcfe 
were  ofFeriogs  fryra  various  perfons,  accorcJli!);  to  the  dif- 
ordcr  o{  each  limb,  which  had  been  cured  by  thcSaini'* 
interoeflion.  There  are  other  parts  of  the  lium^n  body. 
Dot  over  decent  in  a  place  of  worllup,  which,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, ire  fonietiincs  to  be  feeo. 

I  {hall 
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t  diall  add  but  a  few  words  mcffc,  with  re- 
gard to  Canonization,  (a  cuilom  introduced 
fince  the  1 2th  century,  in  imitation  of  the  Pa- 
gan ^potbeofis)  and  the  policy  of  deferring  it  Si 
long.  The  Court  of  Rome,  as  a  judicious 
writer  has  obferved,  well  knows,  that  it  would 
be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  attempt  it,  fooa 
after  the  deceafe  of  their  Saints.  The  people* 
who  might  remember  them  pedbnally,  would 
be  apt  to  take  notice,  how  little  a  good  moral 
life  is  requifite  to  this  high  honor,  and  that  the 
founding  of  fome  Order  or  Monaftery,  beftow» 
ing  liberal  benefaftions  on  the  Church,  or  even 
committing  fome  horrid  crimes,  are  often  the 
beft  means  of  obtaining  a  place  in  the  Romaa 
Calendar. 

To  fum  up  all  I  have  to  fay,  with  refpedl  to 
PopiHi  Saints  in  general  >  it  may  fufHce  jufl  to 
intimate,  that,  among  die  vaft  number,  whom 
Catholics  invoke,  as  Demi-Gods,  in  their  nc- 
ceflities,  ibme  we  believe  to  be  in  Heaven ; 
others,  it  may  be  prefumed,  witliout  great 
breach  of  charity,  are  in  a  quite  different  place  i 
and  fome  few,  in  neither.  But  as  to  diefe 
latter,  you  muft  not  imagine,  that  I  think  them 
to  be  in  Purgatory  or  Limbo ;  for,  the  trudi  is, 
'tis  extremely  dubious  whether  fuch  perfans  had 
ever  any  exiilence  at  all.  But  be  their  Saints 
either  real  cr  pretended,  or  wherefoever  cxift- 
ing,  both  Re^on  and  Scripture  afTurc  us,  that 
nothing  can  be  more  impertinent  or  impious, 
than  to  addrefs  our  fupplications  to  thofe,  who  " 
can  neither  hear  nor  help  us. 

I  have 
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I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  Ab  artide,  not 
6nly  as  it  contains  a  piece  of  hiftoiY  which  the 
Public  is  Co  little  acquainted  with,  but  to  ihew 
bow  much  more  mftly  the  charader  given  hy 
'  die  Satyrifl,  jof  Methodift-Freacher^,  ta  tppH- 
caUe  to  his  own  Jpiritual  Mountebanks,  thofe 
mercenary  ret^lers  of  religious  phrenzy,  who, 
by  their  in&mous  impoftures,  built  on  the  ruins 
ta  genuine  piety,  have  done  thdr  utmoft  to 
reader  whatever  is  moft  amiable  in  Cfariftianitya 
the  mockery  of  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  Pa- 
gans. Have  not  their  fitftitious  miracles  caufed 
even  real  ones  to  be  doubted  of;  and  their 
impudent  Legends  occafioned  the  great  truths 
of  the  Gofpel  to  be  put  on  a  level  with  the 
idle  reveries  of  Mother  Mary  of  Agreda  ?  Can 
,  any  thing  more  conduce  to  Arengthen  the 
hands  oflicentiournefs  and  atheifin  F  But  who, 
among  all  the  Mafters  of  delufion,  have  taken 
fnch  pains  as  the  Jefuits,  to  corrupt  mankind, 
by  teaching  how  to  evade  every  command  of 
God,  and  even  to  violate  the  laws  of  nature, 
with  a  good  confciencc  ?  I  will  not  charge  thefe 
CafuiAical  Dotflors  with  rendering  moral  virtue 
hideous ;  for  indeed  their  fyftem  of  Ethics  is 
calculated  to  root  out  the  very  idea  of  virtue, 
by  confounding  the  difference  between  right 
and  wrong,  and  making  all  ai^ions  indifferent. 
Excellent  Icilruftors  I  what  worthy  notions 
muft  ye  have  of  Religion,  who  teach,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  Truth  itfeif  ftands  in  need  of 
fraud  and  impofture  for  Its  fupport,  and,  on 
the  other,  that  men  may  indulge  their  paeons 
fae^i 
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here,  and  yet  make  fure  of  Heaven  hereafter. 
To  call  fuch  Teachers  Eiithufiafts,  is  doing 
thein  too  much  honor ;  lince  an  Enthuiiad, 
tho'  miflaken,  means  honedly  \  nay,  even  to 
call  them  Hypocrites,  does  not  come  up  to 
their  character,  iince  an  hypocrite  endeavours 
to  conceal  his  rogueries ;  whereas  thefe  men 
are  not  afhamed  to  tell  the  world,  that  Cheat- 
ing is  their  profcfTion. 

The  next  Charailer  we  are  prefented  with 
by  the  Reviewer,  is  that  of  the  whole  Britifh 
Nation,  which  is  fet  in  oppoiition  to  that  of 
Portugal :  but  as  this  is  the  moft  flriking  part 
of  the  work,  I  {hall  referve  it  tt>  the  laft,  and, 
in  the  intenm,  bring  another  perfon  on  the 
ilage,  who  has  made  ibme  noife  in  his  time, 
and,  tho'  not  a  native  of  this  lOand,  is  charged 
with  having  abufed  the  liberty  of  our  Prefi, 
and  given  more  offence  than  the  whole  herd 
of  Scriblers  put  together.  In  my  next,  I  fliall 
give  you  as  much  of  his  hiftory,  as  I  could 
prbcure  on  the  beft  informations,  and,  with 
the  Reviewer's  leave,  fhall  fay  fomething  more 
of  the  holy  Inquilition.     I  am,  &r. 


LET- 


1/8         Of.  the  C&eoaUer  dOSveira, 

LETTER        Xni. 

SIR, 

TH  E  perfon  I  promifcd  to  give  you  feme 
account  of,  is  the  Chevalier  dOUveira^  a 
native  of  Portugal.  This  Gentleman,  having 
been  educated  in  the  religion  of  his  ibrefathers, 
that  is,  in  the  grofleft  fupeHtition  of  Popery, 
was  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of  his  errors,  on 
reading  the  Holy  Scriptures,  that  he  took  the 
truly  Chriflian  refolution,  unbiased  by  the  eri- 
dearmente  of  friends  and  relations,  or  anyothei; 
worldly  attachment,  of  abandoning  his  native 
country,  in  order  to  enjoy  that  liberty  of  con- 
icicnce  ^rqad,  Miich  was  denied  him  at  home. 
After  wandering  about,  in  no  fintdl  diib-efs, 
through  feveral  parts  of  Europe,  he  found  at 
length  an  hofpitable  afylum  here,  and,  in  his 
prefent  bumble  obfcurity,  furniflied  with  the 
bare  neccHarics  of  life,  enjoys  that  peace  and 
tranquility  of  mind,  which  the  aiBuent  fortune 
and  honors  he  poilelTed  in  Portugal,  could  ne- 
ver afford  him.  This,  Sir,  is  a  ftiort,  but  ge- 
nuine account  of  the  Chevalier's  life. 

Now  let  us  hear  the  Satyrift's  character  of 
the  fame  Gentleman,  for  whofe  hiftory  the 
reader  is  prepared  with  the  following  introduc- 
tion. *'  Tho'  the  infults  on  our  Portuguefe 
Friends  are  launched  from  a  Britifh  Prefs,  they 
are  no  more  than  violent  eruptions  of  a 
daftardly 
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dadardly  perfidious  fry  of  Jews,  Fanatics,  Rg^ 
Jugees^  and  other  foreign  rabble/' 

"  Such,  proceeds  hty  is  that  defpicablc  lump 
of  animated  lead  and  brafs,  that  mimic  bird  of 
prey,  who,  with  the  unafFedling  Pathetic  *  Or- 
dure of  his  brain,  (whilft  bafely  draining  his 
hide-bound  noddle  to  bewray  his  native  neft) 
bedaubs  himfelf,  if  fuch  a  typ^  of*  Nature's  un- 
clean outcafts  can  be  daubed.  That  reptile 
thing  I  mean,  who,  not  worth  refcuing  from 
the  oblivion  he  was  born  to,  fliall  be  as  namc- 
lefs  for  me  in  England,  as  he  has  long  fince 
l>een  in  Portugal  ;  long  before  he  honoured 
Popery  widi  dilblaiming  it.  The  only  name 
he  was  there  known  by,  is  that  of  Count  Ta- 
rouca's  domeftic  thief;  a  wretch,  in  good  car- 
neft,  falfe  and  ungrateful  to  the  bcft  of  MafterSi 
the  Minifter,  who  raifed  him  from  his  paternal 
dunghill,  to  make  him  his  Secretary  ;  firft, 
faithlefs,  and  then  rebellious  to  the  Monarch 
who  honoured  him  with  the  badge  of  diftinc- 
tion,  which  made  him  a  Gentleman.  -*-What 
could  be  expe<fled  from  a  bafc-born  Caitiff,  but 
that  he  fliould,  as  in  fadl  he  did,  betray  the 
councils  of  his  Mafter,  after  trying  in  vain  to 
betray  his  peffon  5  pawn  the  papers  of  his 
Prince  ;  bring  the  Court  under  contribution  to 
redeem  them  ;  and  daringly  fet  at  nought  the 
allegiance  he  owed  to  his  Sovereign  ?*— Is  it  not 

*  A  Iktie  afcer  the  enrthquake  at  Li(bon,  the  Chevalier 
publifbed  10  French,  /V  Ptitht^tic  Jiji  ourj'e  on  the  (it /amities 
fif  that  City,  addrejjtd  to  his  Countrymen,  and  in  partiiular 
to  his  nwft  Faithful  Majejly, 

N  2  natural 
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natural  for  fuch  an  Infeift  implacably  to  hate 
the  native  country  he  hasiabufed  ?  What  won- 
der, thfit  fuch  a  profcribed  Traitor  fhould  per- 
Jidloully  perfift  to  vilify  and  execrate  the  pater- 
nal ibil,  to  which  he  muft  never  more  return  ? 
What  the*,  long  lince  reduced  to  wander  from 
place  to  p'kkc,  a  Liftlefs  Vagabond,  a  Starvling 
Fugitive,  a  Proverb  of  ill  fame,  fcorned  by  the 
jgocd,  untruiled  by  the  bad,  and  equally  de- 
Ipifcd  by  all,  after  fetting  up  his  confcience  at 
amnion  to  the  higheft  bidder,  without  finding 
one  to  bid  fur  it,  he  has  at  length  thrown  it 
for  a  maintainence  on  our  National  Church  f  He 
cannot  furely  believe,  we  are  dupes  enough  to 
be  proud  of  the  purchafe. — No  Englifhman,  in 
his  fcnfes,  will  fubrait  to  be  impoled  upon  by 
die  religion  of  Hypocrites,  efpecially  by  fuch  a 
glaring  one  as  tlie  infamous  author  of  the  P^- 
thfiic  Lullaby.  What  if  Portugal  fhould  de- 
mand of  our  Government  this  infolent  Fugitive, 
who,  himfelf  a  Portuguefe,  has  unnaturally 
dared,  like  another  Shiinei,  to  infult  his  natural 
Sovereign  ?  It  is  inconfiflent  with  common 
fenfe  to  fuppofe,  that  England  would  rather 
quairel  with  fo  refpeStahle  an  Ally,  than  give 
.up,  at  its  requcll,  to  long  merited  punilhment, 
a  worthlcfs  fubjefl  of  that  nation,  who  has  for- 
ftited  the  proteftion  of  this,  by  violating  the 

hofpitality  granted  him." 

1  have  been  at  the  pains  of  colleifling  into 
one  heap  the  fcattered  parcels  of  this  rubbiJli, 
that  you  may  fee  with  what  iost  of  weapons 
the  Satyrift  nlake^  his  attack ;  ftnd  certunty  if 

the 
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the  throwing  at  any  one  a  vafl  deal  of  dirt  and 
filth,  muO:  be  looked  on  as  an  infallible  pr6of 
of  his  guilt,  no  man  could  do  the  Chevalier's 
bufinefs  more  fefFedlually  than  Father  BI — the. 
You  cannot  but  obferve,  that  he  has  here  out- 
done himfelf ;  and,  as  Homer  continually  rifes 
in  the  defcription  of  his  battles,  fo  the  charafter 
here  drawn  greatly  exceeds  the  former  fpeci- 
mens,  in  that  kind  of  Rhetoric,  which  this 
polite  author  is  more  remarkably  diftinguiflied 
for,  than  any  polemical  writer  I  ever  met  with. 
Are  we  therefore  to  conclude,  that  he  had  a 
more  particular  fpleen  to  the  poor  Chevalier  ? 
No  fuch  thing,  I  affure  you.  He  had  declared 
open  war  againft  all  the  enemies  of  Popery  and 
the  Inquifition,  and,  being  refolved  to  Iparc 
none  who  fell  in  his  way,  it  was  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  him,  on  whom  the  lafh  fell. 
But  then  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  he  had  a 
private  motive,  and  a  very  weighty  one  too, 
which  induced  him  to  exert  his  Satyrical  talent 
on  this  occafion,  in  {o  extraordinary  a  manner, 
that  is,  he  was  well  paid  for  it.  Every  cir- 
cumftance  difcovers  the  genuine  caufe,  which 
put  his  pen  in  fuch  violent  motion,  and  points 
out  the  great  perfonage,  no  lefs  diftinguirtied 
for  his  political  ikill  and  honefty,  than  the  high 
honor  he  had  of  being  a  Familiar,  /.  c.  a  Catch- 
pole,  or  Bum-BailifF  to  the  Holy  Office  *,  who 
furni(hed  him  with  the  dirty  materials. 

*  Thofc  of  the  firft  rank  in  Spain  and  Portugal  IcX)k  on 
the  office  of  Familiar  a«  a  very  great  hoiujr,  u  hicii  woal.d 
be  looked  oo  as  the  higheft  difgrace  in  other  countries. 

N  3  The 
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The  Chevalier,  it  is  evident,  might  have 
ftill  remained  in  his  obfcurity,  without .  being 
thus  outrageoufly  abufed,  eidier  for  his  Spoflacy 
from  his  Church,  or  infidelity  to  his  Prince, 
had  he  not  wrote  i\icPatbctic Difcourfc,  wherein 
he  dilplays  the  miferies  of  his  native  foil,  and, 
like  a  true  Patriot,  as  well  as  a  Chhilian,  re- 
prefents  the  Jnlupportable  tyranny  of  the  Inqui- 
fition,  under  which  it  has  lo  long  groaned,  and 
the  many  idolatrous  pradtices  which  have  there 
ufurped  the  name  of  Religion,  and  befeeches 
die  King  to  ai5t  like  the  Father  of  his  People, 
in  abolilhing  a  Tribunal,  which  is  the  fource 
of  all  their  grievances  ?  This  is  all  the  unparal- 
lell'd  infolence  which  I  can  difcover  in  that 
Addrefs  ;  and  however  the  writer's  prudence 
maybe  liable  to  cenfure,  in  daring  to  admonifh 
his  Sovereign  on  fuch  delicate  points,  yet  no 
Engliihman,  I  believe,  except  Popilh  Prices 
ftnd  their  adherents,  wit"l  call  in  queftion  the 
goodnefs  of  his  intention.  If  his  zeal  has  tranf- 
ported  him  too  far,  it  was  ftill  an  honcft  zcai  ; 
unce  it  does  not  appear  that  he  could  have  had 
any  other  inducement  to  take  fo  extraordinary  a 
fliep,  but  to  promote  the  caufe  of  Truth,  and 
to  redrefs  his  Country's  grievances.  Bang  fo 
deeply  touched  himfclf  at  the  late  calamity,  it 
■yns  but  natural  for  him  to  conclude,  that  his 
Prince  was  much  more  fcnfibly  affefted,  and 
eonfequently,  that  no  opportunity  was  fo  fa- 
vorable as  the  prefent,  to  make  his  way  to  a 
flirone  hitherto  inacceffible  to  fuch  kind  of  re- 
m'Otiftranccs.    Yet,  iiotwithfbnding  his  ardent 
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aceal,  it  may  be  qbfcrved,  that  he  does  not  fell 
in  the  utmoft  reipefl:  due  to  Royalty. 

As  to  the  matter  or  manner  of  the  Addrefi^ 
I  can  perceive  no^more  infolence  in  it,  than  in 
that  of  a  much  greater  man,  I  mean  the  truly 
illuftrious  Cahin^  who  took  the  very  fame  me- 
thod of  conveying  his  fentiments  on  religious 
abufes,  to  a  mightier  Monarch,  whofe  fubjedt 
he  was  born  -,  and  tho*  this  noble  work,  as  well 
as  its  author,  were  condemned  and  vilify 'd  by 
the  enemies  to  Reformation,  yet  the  wife  and 
good  of  every  country  highly  applauded  both, 
nor  ever  looked  on  the  liberties  he  took,  as  an 
infuk  on  the  French  King,  or  nation.  Why 
then  fhoiild  the  Chevalier  be  fo  feverely  re- 
proached, who  had  the  fame  defign  of  unde- 
ceiving his  countrymen,  for  whofe  temporal 
and  eternal  welfare,  he  expreffes  the  fincereft 
affedion^  by  laying  open  the  caufe  of  thofc 
crying  enormities,  which  fo  manifeftly  endan-^ 
ger  both,  and  pointing  out  the  only  remedy  ? 
If,  by  fo  generous  and  difinterefted  a  conduft^' 
he  has  been  forced  to  tell  fome  difagreeable 
truths,  and  (to  borrow  the  Batyrift's  beautifut 
phrafe)  thereby  bewrayed  his  native  neft,  that 
is,  by  expofing  the  villainies  of  the  Inquifitionj 
what  term  can  we  find  harfh  enough  to  apply 
to  this  fliamelefs  Hireling,  who,  being  an  Eng- 
lifhman,  and  even  a  Proteftant,  if  you  will  take 
his  own  word,  has  painted  his  countrymen  in 
general,  as  the  moft  abandoned  profligates  on 
earthj  for  the  fake  of  a  paltry  reward  ? 

N  4.  With 
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With  regard  to  the  heinous  charge  of  infide- 
lity, breadi  of  truft,  &c.  if  this  anonymous 
LibeUer  has  any  thing  to  fupport  it,  and  is 
r?aUy  of.  the  church  and  religion  he  pretends, 
why  ihould  he  be  aihamed  or  afraid  of  pub- 
lishing.his  name  f  The  Chevalier  takes  this  op- 
portunity of  calling  upon  him  to  do  ib,  and 
when  he  knows  the  antagonift  he  has  to  deal 
with,  will  return  an  anfwer  to  every  part  of 
the  accufation.  In  the  interim,  the  whole  muft 
be  looked  upon,  by  every  honed  man,  as  a 
groundlefs  calumnyj  nor  can  the  author  appear 
in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a  Ruffian  hired 
to  ftab  in  the  dark. 

The  Chevalier  indeed  confefles  to  that  part 
pf  the  Indiiftmcnt,  which  relates  to  his  poverty 
9nd  diilreiTes  ;  but  this  he  is  fo  far  from  bluHi- 
ing  at,  that,  he  rather  glories  in  it,  and  is  ready 
to  fufFer  ftill  more,  for  the  fake  of  a  good  con- 
fcicnce.  It  is  allowed,  that  he  might  have 
made  his  fortune,  and  ftill  enjoyed  both  richer, 
and  honors  in  his  own  countiy.  What  could 
have  induced  a  man,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  to 
abandon  every  thing  near  and  dear  to  him,  and 
voluntarily  to  expole  himfelf  to  fuch  a  variety 
of  afHiftions  ?  The  Satyrift,  who  knows  no- 
thing of  him  but  what  he  has  heard  from  the 
mouth  of  a  bigoted  Tool  of  the  Inquifition,  af- 
fures  the  world  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
grievous  primes,  to  which  his  prelent  diftrefies 
are  to  be  imputed,  and  that  he  is  defpifcd  and 
Oiunped  by  every  one,  as  a  notorious  cheat 
and  hypocrite.  How  comes  it  then,  that  we 
pevQf 
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n^er-' heard  a  word  of  thefe  crimes,  dll  he 
began  to  attack  Popery  ?  Would  not  aWjr 
one  fufpedl  from  hence,  that  this  was  his 
only  crime  j  and  that  thofc  now  imputed  to 
him,  owe  their  exiftence  to  the  maxims  of  that 
religion  he  has  renounced,  which  authorizes 
fiich  methods  of  puniflhing  Deferters,  when  it 
cannot  deliver  them  up  to  the  fecular  arm  ?  As 
to  the  fincerity  of  his  converfion,  and  moral 
charafter,  thofe  who  have  been  acquainted  with 
him  for  many  years,  unanimoufly  agree,  that 
he  has  always  fliewn  the  moft  inviolable  attach- 
ment to  thofe  facred  truths  of  the  Gofpel, 
which  firft  opened  his  eyes,  and  fully  convinced 
him  of  his  part  errors  ;  and  that,  tho'  reduced 
to  fo  low  a  ftation,  as  to  fubfift  on  the  benevb- 
lencc  of  others,  no  adtion  can  be  juftly  laid  to 
his  charge,  unbecoming  a  Gentleman  or  a 
Chriftian. 

Even  in  his  own  country,  (to  which  he  can- 
not indeed  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of 
ever  returning,  fo  long  as  the  Inquilition  fub- 
iifts,  unlefs  he  is  refolved  to  die  a  Martyr)  he 
is  not  held  in  fo  defpicable  light,  nor  quite  fo 
namelefs,  as  Father  BI — the  pretends.  Witnefi 
the  public  anfwer  he  gave  to  an  expoftulating 
Letter  he  received  from  thence,  on  account  of 
the  fcandal  his  Pathetic  Difcourfc  had  occa- 
fioncd  in  Lifbon.  In  a  word,  if  he  had  been 
really  guilty  of  fuch  flagrant  infidelity  to  his 
Prince,  as  he  is  chareed  with,  it  fecms  incre- 
dible, that  he  fhould  have  taken  fo  much  pains 
to  revive  his  own  infamy.     Undoubtedly,  he 

^  would 
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would  have  been  the  ItA  man  oji  earth,  to  fend 

fuch  ah  Addrefs  to  his  Prince,  whom  he  had 

ib  grievoufly  o&nded^  uolefs  we  fuppofe  him 
totally  bcrcit  of  bisreaibn,  which  does  not  ap- 
pear from  his  ordinary  condud,  or  any  part 
of  the  Addrefs  itfelf. 

And  why,  for  Heaven's  iake,  ihould  he  be 
diarged  with  an  inclination  to  Judaiim  ?  Were 
he  difpofed  to  join  with  the  Synagogue,  are 
there  any  jlutos  de  fe,  or  Holy  OfHces  in  Eng- 
land to  ^eter  him  ?  Muft  every  Man  therefore, 
who  expreffes  an  averfion  to  Idolatry  and  the 
Inquilition,  be  immediately  Aigmatized  for  a 
Jew  ?  At  this  rate,  how  few  among  us  will 
efcape  the  brand  ?  One  thing  is  beyond  difpute,  ■ 
that,  if  the  -Chevalier  could  produce  no  better 
vouchers  for  his  Proteftantifm  than  the  Satyriil, 
he  wotfld  juftly  merit  all  the  reproaches  call 
on  him. 

But  fuppofe,  fays  he,  Portugal  fhould  infift 
on  our  delivering  up  this  inlblent  Refugee. 
Would  England  hefitate  a  moment  to  comply 
with  fo  reafonable  a  demand,  or  quarrel  with 
fo  refpeSiahle  an  Ally,  for  the  fcke  of  fuch  a 
Reptile  f  This  is  a  finilhing  ftroke  indeed  1  But 
the  Chevalier,  I  prcfume,  may  be  perfcftly 
eafy  as  to  the  confequences.  Would  not  our 
Government  naturally  reply  to  fuch  a  demand, 
that,  tho'  we  aiford  no  proteiftion  to  Traitors, 
wc  cannot  deny  it  to  thole  who  feek  an  afylum 
here,  on  a  religious  account,  which  appears, 
from  every  circuoifiance,  to  be  the  Chevalier's 
cafe  i  iba^  lut4  iie  been  guil^  of  treofon,  the 
demand 
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eicaped  the  obfcrvation  of  vulgar  ey^s.  Among 
other  fcandalous  paiTages,  that'  which  I  £hall 
take  notice  of  in  my  next,  has  incenfed  tlieir 
Reverences  to  the  highefl  degree,  as  it  ferves 
to  convince  the  world,  that  Inquifitors  them- 
iehres  are  fo  far  from  being  Saints  in  private 
life,  that  they  actually  countence  the  moft  abo- 
minable pradices,  whilft  they  prietend  to  have 
nothing  elfe  in  view,  but  the  purity  of  man- 
ners, as  well  as  of  Faith.     I  am,  &c. 


LETTER        XIV. 

SIR, 

THE  paffage,  which  gave  fuch  offence  to 
the  Lords  Inquifitors,  and  occafioned 
the  Chevalier's  addrefs  being  burnt  by  the 
common  Hangman,  is  as  follows:  "  Many 
perfons  of  honor,  whom  I  have  converied  with 
in  Portugal,  acknowledged  to  me  their  horror 

and  deteftation  of  that  infamous  Tribunal. 

O  ye  accurfed  Inquifitors  1  the  punifhments  ye 
infliA  on  all  other  crimes,  are  without  mercy ; 
but  what  indulgence  do  you  openly  (hew  to 
thofe,  who  are  convifted  of  that  abominable 
crime,  which  brought  down  divine  vengeance 
on  the  Cities  of  the  plain,  that  fo  terrible  an 
example,  might  ferve  as  an  eternal  monument 
to  future  ages !  —Whence  is  this  partiality,  but 
that  y^  yourfclvcs  arc  guilty  of  the  crime  which 
modefty  forbids  me  to  name  ?  I  could  furnifh 

you 
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yjm  ipvith  inany  inconteftable  fads  on  -idiia 
head,  but  content  myfelf  with  having  givm 
this  hint  to  the  inhabitants  of  Lifbon  who  aiA 
m\  living." 

An  heavy  chai^  indeed  againfl:  the  Mini*, 
fters  of  a  Tribunal,  who  would  be  thought  to 
have  as  great  anxiety  for  the  confervation  of 
virtuous  morals,  as  to  maintain  the  Catholic 
Faith  in  its  purity !  Are  Inquiiitors  then  the 
patrons  and  encourages  of  fuch  execrable  prac* 
tices,  which  even  cormpt  nature  abhors  ?  To 
give  you  my  real  fentiments  of  the  matter^ 
there  is  too  much,  reafbn  to  believe  (b,  from 
the  remarkable  lenity  they  fhew  to  this  deteila- 
ble  crime,  in  comparifon  of  others  which  fall 
under  their  cognizance.  Nor  is  this  a  new  ac- 
cufation,tho*  never  before  brought  againfl  them 
in  fb  public  a  manner. 

The  fadls  hinted  at  by  the  Chevalier,  are, 
no  doubt,  well  known  in  Lifbon ;  but  as  he 
has  not  acquainted  us  with  the  particular  cafes, , 
J  fhall  mention  one,  within  x/xy  own  remem- 
brance, which  happened  no  longer  ago  than  a 
year  or  two  before  the  Earthquake.  It  is  of  a 
rrieft,  who,  as  appears  from  the  printed  lifl 
of  the  jiuto  de  fe^  was  fentenced  to  the  Gal* 

lies  ^  for  this  unnatural  crime,  which  was  at* 

• 

*  The  Gallies  are  ooly  a  Prifon  fo  called,  wherein  he 
was  to  be  confined  for  a  certain  term  of  years,  and,  except 
being  now  and  then  carried  out  with  the  reft  of  the 
prifoners  in  irons,  for  fbrm*s  fake,  might  indulge  himielf 
as  much  as  he  plowed,  provided  he  had  money  to  fee  the 
keeper. 

tended 
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tended  with  fuch  aggravating  and  horrid  cir- 
cumilances»  that,  would  modefty  permit  me 
to  give  you  a  detail  thereof,  I  could  not  find 
words  to  cxprefs  them  in  our  language  *.  At 
the  fame  time  that  this  goodly  Prieft  was  treat- 
ed in  ib  gentle  manner,  a  reputable  Apothecary 
arid  his  beautiful  Daughter  were  condemned  to 
be  burnt  for  Judufm,  and  underwent  this  cruel 
fenterKe,  tho*  they  both  devoutly  called  on  our 
Saviour  with  their  laft  breath. 

Is  it  poffibleto  producea  more  flagrant  proof 
than  this,  of  the  veracity  of  the  Chevalier's  ac- 
cufaiion  ?  The  former,  it  is  clear,  muft  have 
been,  on  many  accounts,  the  moft  abandoned 
of  Profligates,  fmce,  befides  the  enormous  de- 
pravity of  his  Morals,  he  lived  in  the  moft: 
Ihocldng  pro^nation  of  Religion,  having  made 
no  fcruple,  till  his  apprehenfion,  of  daily  otfer- 
ing  up  the  body  of  his  God,  in  the  facrifice  of 
the  Mafs.  Could  fuch  a  wretch  have  the  lead 
daim  to  mercy  ?  Undoubtedly  he  would  have 
been  put  to  death  in  any  country  upon  earth, 
where  the  Inquifition  bears  no  fway.  Whereas 
the  two  latter,  fuppofing  them  to  have  em- 
braced fome  notions  repugnant  to  the  efbblifh- 
cd  Fairfi,  as  they  afted  from  a  principle  of  con- 
fCience,  and  had  done  nothing  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  Moral  Honefty,  were  juftly  entitled  to 
compaffion.  Well  may  the  Chevalier  inveigh 
fo  bitteriy  againft  £ich  partial  and  fliamcle^ 

*  The-w^s  ia  the  prlated  Lift  are,  Pc!h  crime  dt  So- 
imia,  finia  AgtaU  e  Paeientt. 

Judges, 
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Judges,  who  have  found  out  the  art  of  making 
people  religious  without  virtue,  and»  afber 
having  depopulated  one  half  of  the  country, 
by  their  exceflive  cruelties,  endeavour  to  keep 
the  other  half,  in  the  vileft  of  all  flaveries,  by 
blinding  their  reafon  and  debauching  their 
manners. 

The  truth  is,  that,   in  Portugal  itfelf,  ao 
cording  to  the  ancient  Laws  and  Ordinances, 
by  which  the  fecular  Courts  are  ftill  governed, 
the  execrable  crime  here  fpoken  of,  is  not  only 
made  capital,  and  the  Delinquent's  eftate  liable 
to  confifcation,  but,  to  exprcfs  a  juft  horror  at 
fuch  unnatural  practices,  his  very  dcfcendants 
are  to  remain  infamous,  to  the  third  or  fourth 
generation.    Thus  the  crime  had  been  always 
punifhed,  without  remiflion,  till  the  Inquiiitors 
took  cognizance  of  it,  in  virtue  of  a  Bull  from 
Pope  Gregory  XL  whereby  they  are  empowered 
to  proceed  agsdnft  thefe  abominable  wretches, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  againft  tierctics  ;  but, 
whether  it  be  from  fomc  exceptions  in  the  faid 
Bull,  which  admit  a  favorable  interpretation,  or 
that  the  Inquifitors  thcmiclvcs  think  no  crime 
fo  enormous  as  Hercfy,  their  proceedings  leave 
no  room  to  doubt,  that  the  latter  is  inHnitely 
more  the  object  of  their  dctcUation  than  the  for* 
mer;  and  that  the  utmoft  depravity  of  niiuiners, 
fuch  as  debafes  human  nature  far  below  that  nf 
Brutes^  does  not  appear  to  them  in  near  fb  odious 
light,  as  the  lead  deviation  from  the  tenets  of 
Mother  Church.     The  wide  difference   they 
make  between  the  two  crimes,  has  been  long 

fince 
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fincc  taken  notice  of,  by  fuch  authors  as  have 
cxprcfly  wrote  in  favor  of  the  Holy  Office,_par- 
ticularly  by  the  celebrated  Souia  *,  who,  in 
his  Aphorifins  of  the  Inquiiitiony  informs  the 
world,  that  any  man,  guilty  of  that  execrable 
vice,  is  allowed  the  benefit  of  Sani^uary  in  a 
Church,  from  whence  he  muft  not  be  taken  ; 
that,  after  his  natural  death,  in  cafe  the  fad 
has  not  yet  been  proved,  he  cannot  be  pro- 
ceeded againft,  either  as  to  the  crime  or  con- 
fiication  of  his  goods^  even  tho'  the  fadl  can  be 
proved  by  legal  witncfTes ;  nay  more,  even  tho* 
he  be  convidled,  or  has  confeflbd,  yet  the 
crime  is  fo  entirely  extinguiflied  by  his  death, 
that  the  proccfs  cannot  be  carried  on,  eidier 
againft  his  peribn  or  eiFeds ;  confequently,  as 
the  delinquent  himfelf  ilands  thus  cleared,  no 
blemifh  redounds  to  his  poflerity. 

Now  if  we  compare  this  treatment  with  that 
of  an  Heretic,  it  will  evidently  appear,  that  the 
Crime,  which  brought  down  fire  and  brim- 
fione  from  Heaven,  is  deemed  in  Portugal,  at 
leail  by  the  Inquiiitors,  as  deierving  a  mudi 
lefs  fevere  chaflilement  than  that  of  Herefy  ; 
fince  the  one  is  entitled,  by  the  laws  of  this 
holy  Tribu/ial,  to  feveral  indulgences  and  pri- 
vileges, which  are  abfblutely  denied  to  the 
other.  One,  accufed  of  Herefy,  is  allowed  no 
place  of  Sandtuary,  but  may  be  dragged  from 
the  very  altar  ;  whether  he  live  or  die,  his 
goods  are  always  confiicated,  on  the  ilightefl 

*  iflb.  I.  c.  9.  $  asv  301  31.  Lib.  2.  c*  26.  §  30^ 

pre* 
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t»tfittnpCions ;  his  death  puts  no  (lop  to  the 
procefs,  nor  exempts  what  remains  ot  hiM^ 
from  being  carried  out  in  the  Auto,  and  burnt 
at  the  ftake ;  and  infamy,  as  every  one  knowSy 
is  entailed' on  him  and  his  whole  generation. 

How  thefe  Ecclefiaftical  Judges  will  hi:  able 
to  juitiiy  their  conduct)  with  regard  to  ib  Ican- 
dalous  a  partiality,  is  beyond  my  comprehen* 
iion;  for,  let  their  pretences  of  zeal  for  the 
Catholic  Faith  be  ever  fo  fpecious,  tliis  will 
never  excufe  an  indulgence,  which  fo  greatly 
contributes  to  the  deftruAion  of  all  Morality. 
The  undeferved  mercy  they  extend  to  thofe 
Monfters,  is  at  leaft  as  great  a  reproach  to  their 
Tribunal,  as  their  exccflive  rigors,  in  cafes  of 
reputed  Hercfy.  And  let  mo  repeat  once  mc)rc> 
to  their  evcrlafting  fhamc,  that  one,  who  dif- 
fers from  their  way  of  thinking,  may  he,  and 
often  is,  a  truly  virtuous  man  ;  vviieroas  the 
abandoned  wretches,  whom  they  treat  with  fb 
much  lenity,  cannot  but  be  die  vilell  of  mif« 
creants. 

I  have  already  obferved,  in  (peaking  of  the 
barbarities  exercifed  by  the  Holy  Oilic  e  on  the 
Jews,  or  New  Chriftians,  that  thcfe  two  appel- 
lations imply  the  fame  thing  in  Portugal.  As 
the  latter  is  a  term  of  the  higheft  reproach  iti 
that  country,  and  confequently  one  of  the 
greateft  difcouragements  to  thole  of  a  Jewi(h 
Extradtion  from  embracing  the  Gofpi^l,  fince 
their  fincerity  is  always  called  in  queftion.  and, 
however  unexcepdonable  their  external  deport* 
mcnt  may  be,  they  are  expofcd  at  Icaft  to  pcr- 

O  petual 
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petual  affronts  and  calutlinies ;  as  this,  I  &fr 
iS  notoriouHy  the  cafb,  I  cinnot  forbear  taking 
notice  of  a  remarkable  pafiage  in  the  Satyrical 
Heview,  which  may  u&civr  fome  light  on  the 
prefcnt  fubjeift. 

The  Portuguefe.JeWS  Stfc  rharged  with  the 
blackeft  ingratitude  towards  that  very  Tribunal 
whofe  deftruftion  they  fo  carneftly  covet. 
".  Whatever  injuftice  or  rigbr,  fays  the  Satyrift, 
!t  praftifes  towards  ofliers,  the  Portu^uefe  Jews, 
of  all  buman  creatures,  are  fo  ftr  fram  having 
caufc  to  find  fault  with  It,  that,  they  have  ever 
rcafon  to  praife  and  blefe  it,  hay,  to  wifli  for 
its  continuance  j  as  nothing  but  the  bafenefs, 
which  is  fo  infeparable  from  them,  can  make 
them  ib  rancorous  ag^nft  tt.  This,  adds  he, 
however  ^reat  a  paradox  it  may  feem  at  firi^ 
will  appear,  'on  reile£tion,  as  clear  as  noon- 
day." — 

The  fubftance  of  whafhe  offers,  in  fupport 
of  fo  ftrange  an  aflcrtion,  is  as  follows.  The 
Moors,  it  feems,  after  their .  expulfion  from 
Portugal,  Endeavoured  to  regain  their  former 
foodng  in  that  kingdom,  by  means  of  dreper- 
tidions  Ions  of  the  Synagogue,  who  remained 
in  the  country,  and  ferved  diehi  as  fpies.  This 
bang  difcovered,  a  law  was  made  for  banithing 
the  wliole  race,  on  pain  of  death,  if  ever  dicy 
returned.'  Now  as  numbers  of  them  were  un- 
willing to  quit  their  native  foil,  they  outwardly 
conformed  to  the  national  religion,  tho'  ftill" 
Jews;  in  dieir  hearts ;  on  detefting  of  which,  It 
was*  judged  n'eceHary  to  procded  to  greater  fe- 
verities. 


-Verities.    The  nx>ft  ef&£tual  expedient  wastfap 
palling  of  an  irrevocable  llatute-lavr,  wherebjr 
it  is  eoaded,    that  every  bapti^d  lubjecl:  of 
Portugal,  who  apoftatizcd  to  infidelity  or  Jutia- 
ifin,  ihall,  on  convidion,  be  burnt  alive,  for 
the  firft  eflknce,  without  any  regard  to  his  re^ 
pentance.     We  are  £uther  informed,    that^ 
whilft  the  Liay-Judges  took  cognizance  of  fuch 
matters^   the  -L^w  was  executed  to  the  letterj 
and  with  the  utmoft  rigor :  whereas,  ever  lince 
the  crime  of  Judaifna  has  fallen  under  the  ju-» 
riidiction  c^  the  Inquifition,  the  execudon  of 
this  Law  is  fo  greatly  mitigated,  that  every  de-» 
linquent  who  acknowleges  his  guilt,  declares 
repentance,  and  promifes  amendment,  is  laie 
to  be  pardoned  for  the  hrft  offence,  and  finally 
releai'ed ;  and  when  the  relapies  are  not  ac- 
companied with   grievous   circumilances  ami 
glaring  perfidy,  they  are  often  dilmilfed,  after 
Ibme  flight  correction,  la  fecond  and  a  thitd 
time :  To  confirm  which, '  the  Satyrifl  afTures 
us,  that  he  htmlelf  has  feen  more  than  one 
perlbn  at  Lifbon,  who,  having  been  notoricufy 
convided,  at  three  feveral  Autos>  of  relapfing 
into  Judaiim,  were  at  full  liberty.     To  this  he 
add&  the  following  reflection.    "  So  that,  what« 
ever  the  Inquifition  be  to  others,  it  is  of  love- 
reign  benefit  to  the  Jews,  and  ought  to  be  re« 
ceived  by  them  as  a  gracious  and  merciful  in- 
tefpofikioD  between  them  and  the  extreme  rigor 
of  ihe  laws  of  the  land." 

Would  not  any  one  be  apt  to  think,    that 
this  man  was  fpcakiqg  to  Laplanders,  or  to  liuii 
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as  had  never  heard  of  fuch  a  diing  as  the  Holy 
Office  ?  However,  it  may  be  gadiered  from 
the  very  apology  he  makes  for  this  gracious  and 
merciful  Tribunal,  that  the  dvil  Laws  were  not 
originally  intended  agsnft  the  Jews,  as  Jews, 
but  as  Traitors  and  encfnies  to  their  country ; 
and  certain  it  is,  however  rigoroufly  they  might 
have  been  executed,  even  in  cafes  of  mere  Ju- 
daifm,  the  nation  was  then  rids,  flouriihing, 
and  happy. '  But  how  dreadfully  is  the  face 
of  things  changed>  fince  the  Inquiiition  has 
afliimed  to  itfelf  die  power  of  executing  thefe 
laws,  or  rather  of  making  new  ones  of  their 
'  own,  fundamentally  oppofite  to  thofe  of  the 
'kingdom  ?  Is  it  not  to  this  ufurpation,  that  Fa- 
ther Vieira  fo  juftly  afcribes  all  the  miferies 
which  Portugal  itill  gnsans  under?  What  elfe 
-has  this  Ttibunal  produced,  but  ruin  and  de- 
'  folation,  by  its  inhuman  treatment  of  the  New 
Chriilians  ;  tho'  it  is  not  fo  much  as  pretended 
now,  that  any  of  the  prefent  race  hold  a  trea- 
fonable  cbrrefpendence  with  the  Moors ;  and 
lb  many  have  been  proved  to  have  nothii^  of 
the  Jew  in  them,  but  their  extraction  from 
'  Jewifh  Parents  ?  And  fuppoling  ibme  of  them 
guilty  of  prevarications,  how  can  they'  be  faid 
to  t«  Twtorioujly  convided,  whofe  whole  pror 
cefs  is  carried  on  witli  fuch  impenetrable  fe- 
crecy  ? 

When  the  civil  Magiftrate  was  permitted  to 

ti^e  coguizance  of  thae  matters,  the  trials  were 

accortfing  to  tiie  known  forms  dl  Law,  the  Cri- 

iniaal  knew  -who  were  his  accufers,  the  wit- 

neiT^ 


countenanced  by  Inquifiton.  igj 

ne&s  were  always  confronted,  and  the  whole 
prooeis  publifhed  ;  fo  that  every  one  could 
jud^  of  the  equity  of  the  fentencc,  and  was 
thoroughly  ^lUsfied,  that  none  but  real  delin- 
quents were  pum0ied.  How  widely  different, 
as  I  have  more  than  once  remarked,  are  the 
proceedings  of  the  Holy  Office  ?  Their  forms 
and  methods  of  trial  are  known  to  none  but 
themfelves ;  the  prifoner  is  as  great  a  (Iranger 
to  the  particulars  of  the  crime  he  is  char^rd 
with,  as  to  the  names  and  quality  of  his  ac« 
cufers ;  nor  is  any  part  of  the  proceis  ^ver  pul>- 
lifhed,  but  fuch  only  as  the  Inquifitors  arc 
pleafed.  to  divulge,  in  order  to  ^ve  fome  color 
to  the  moil  flagrant  injuftices.  Indeed  their 
procefles  arc  carried  on  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
'ds  impoflible  for  the  moft  innocent  perfon  to 
defend  himfelf.  How  many  are  there,  whofe 
innocence  has  been  inconteftably  proved,  long 
after  they  were  confumed  to  afhes  ? 

Will  any  one  believe,  that  mercy  alone  in- 
duced thefe  Ecdefiailical  Lords  to  ulbrp  an  au- 
thority incompatible  with  the  charadter  of  cler- 
gymen, and  to  proceed  in  a  manner  fo  pre- 
poflerous,  fo  different  from  the  univerfal  prac- 
tice of  mankind  ?  How  is  it  poflible  not  to 
fuipedt  the  worft  of  fuch  dark  and  myflerious 
condu£i:,  which  all  other  Courts  of  Juftice  are 
ftrangers  to  ?  And,  after  all,  whit  is  the  gentle 
correction  of  thofe  who  are  fo  happy  as  to  be 
difimfied  ?  Confifcabon  of  goods,  and  perpetual 
infamy  at  leaft;  and  this  perhaps,  as  I  have 
already  ohfervedj  after  fome  years  confinement, 
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J  9$  Mbji  ahmintiBte  Crimet  - 

and  a  falfe  confeffion  extorted  by  racks  am! 
tortures. 

If  what  our  Apoldgift  afferts  be  true,  to  wit, 
that  he  has  beheld,  during  his  two  years  abode 
at  Lifbon,  more  dtan  one  p?ribn,  thrice  mto- 
rioujly  cdnvifted  of  Judaifm,  at  fiill  liberty, 
Y^t  muft  have  had  better,  eyes  than  any  odiw 
ihhabitant  of  that  city/  "Fbr  my  own  part,  I 
never  fi\^,  daring  a  mirdi  longer  refidence 
there,  nor  ever  heard'ofartnj  fuch  thing.  'The 
plain  truth  is,  that  in  cafes  of  Jodaifin  or  Hc^ 
refy,  this  Tribunal  not  only  ne'vef "  pardons  the 
third  offence,  but,  as  it  isr  fole  Judge  of  the 
grievous  circumftances  and  glaring  perfidy 
above-mentioned,  frequerrtly  puniflies  -with 
death  for  the  firft.  Tiiis,  J  am  A-ejdiHy  in- 
formed, was  the  cafe  of  the  unfiMtuiate  Apo- 
thecary, and  the  Aw^  yoiing '  crenttitrt^  his 
daughter.  Be  it  as  it  xniy;  It  wiH  not,  I  prc- 
fumc,  be  controverted,  that,  had  the  Pricft, 
with  his  abominable  accomplice,  been  tried  by 
t.ay  Judgtfs,  they  would  have  fhared  the  fame 
fate  with  thoie  two  unhappy  vidtims  ;  but-  the 
former,  it  feems,  were  olaCbriJHanSy  ias  appears 
from  the  piihted  lift;  whidl  circumfbincc  is 
j)articul^ly  taken  noticie  'ofi  to  intimate,  no 
doubt,  that  the  purity  of  their  blood  atoned^in 
gdod  mcafiire,  for  the*  impurity  of  their  tnan- 
ners  :  whereas  the  latter,  however  blamelefe 
(h  other  tefpedls,  were  of  the  odiotis  race  of 
jVJwc;  ChrifiitiMy  and  confequently  unround  Oa^^ 
tholics  at  beft  ;  a  ftaifl,  of  too  black  and  deep 
a  dye,  in  dhc  eyes  of  Portagutfe  Inquiiltors,  for 
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ftlLthe  moral  and  chriflian  virtues  in  the  world 
ever  to  wipe  oflF. 

From . i^ence  may  wq  account  for  the  par-' 
tiality  of  thefe  righteous  Minifters,  in  treating^ 
with   fuch  extreme  rigor  an  offence   which 
niigbt-  always^  admit  o^  jTome  mitigation,  and, , 
^  the  &xnc  Ume,^  treating  another  fo  gently, 
whiich:  CQi^d  not  poflihly  a^tmt  of  any.  Indeed 
'tis  tine  genen^l  opinipn  in  Portugal,  that  fcarce 
one  in  twenty  or  thojfe.who  are  burnt  for  Ju- 
daifm,  are  really  guilty  of  th?  charge ;  and  let 
me  re^^t  once  morcu  tH^t  even  thpie  few  that 
are,   h^lpg  pondemn^d  without  legal  proofs 
may  h^  always  faid  to,  fufF<;f'  unjuftly.  ,  ^^^^ 
no  moyre  therefore^  thoii  Man  of  6ufine(s,  irE 
flavor  o£  fq  infamous  a.Tribunal^  nor  endeavour . 
tp  periuadi^  us,  that  pxv^  Portuguefe  Jews  are 
not  to  be  .treated  as  human  creatures :  leave 
ttiexi^  to  tliei^  Lay  Judges,   as  formerly  5   leC 
theiedo.  mar  duty,  as"  Heaven  has  appointed, 
and,thf^-f)^  Pfrfcou^ed  r?cccvvii|.find^.thatthe- 
uUpo0,j(!8v^H(y  of'lpivijLl^^        is  far  Ids  dread- 
ful  than  the  tenderi^.  o^eircy  of  Inquifitors.       ' 

Haying  iiifficieBtly  explained  myfelf  on  tfai; 
hea4»  J  ihiil  enter  on  a  more  interefting  fub- 
}^Gt,  .i)^[mely,  the  Parallel  drawn  between  the 
J^ngli£h  and  Portiigu^efe  Nations,  which  turns 
out  ib  gfeatly  to  our  dif^vgntage,  that,  were 
£be  pi£&re,  drawn  by  ^t  Satyrift,  an  exad; 
rcfemblapce,  'tU.  ^npu  e|i.  to  make  oqe  afhamed 
^  bo^  called  ah  E^gl^l^nian.  But  the  clear^ 
ing  up  qfthjs  point  muu  be  referved  to  a  more 
convenient,  opportunity.  .  I  am,  &c. 

^"^       O  4  LET- 
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LETTER       XV. 

SIR, 

IN  one  of  my  former,  I  look'  notice  of  the 
treatment  Mr.  Whitfield  has  met  with  from 
the  Satyrical  Reviewer,  on  'account  of  the  liber- 
ties he  has  taken  With  the  religiocts  ceremonies 
and  Holy  Office  of  Portugal.  A  frefh  diarge  is 
now  brought  againft  him,  for  his'  grofs  abufe 
of  the  people  of  that  country,  on  the  (cote  of 
their  Morals.  He  tellsthem,  it  feems,  in  plain 
terms,  "  that  they  notorioufly  want  common 
hone%  in  their  dealings ;  that  every  fcene  of 
lewdness  and  debaucheiy  is  daily  repeated  in 
tjieir  religious  houfes ;  tlut  their  Churches  are 
^lums  for  AHaflins ;  and  diat  their  very  Piiells 
itaay  be  bribed  for  a  trifle  tb  ^b  any  man  they 
pleafe."    ' 

Now  if  you  aflc  me,  what  I  think  of  this 
gericral  charafter  of  the  Portuguefe,  I  muft  in- 
genuoufly  own,  that  I  can  no  more  approve  it, 
Ulan  that  which  the  Satyrift  himfelf  has  been 
pleafed  to  draw  of  his  own  country.  The  Por- 
l;uguefe,  without  difpUte,  have  their  national 
virtues  as  well  as  vices,  like  all  other  people  ; 
and  as  the  odious  {nftoi^  here  drawn  of  them, 
comes  from  a  man  who  js  defcribed  as  a  com- 
mon Cheat,  or  ar  leaft,  a  frantic  Enthufiaft, 
would  it  Rot  have  been  ffiorefortheSatyrift's  own 
honor,  as  well  as  that  of'the  people  whofe  de- 
fence he  undertakes,-  to  have  treated  fo  worth- 
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and  Eaglijh  ctm^and^  .         aoi 

lefi  an  adverfaiy  with  filence  aqd  contempt  ? 
Inftead  of  this,  he  pafles  over  the  particular 
aggreilbr,  and  falls  foul  on  the  whole  Britifli 
Nation,  who  are  fet  in  fuch  a  light,  that,  were 
they  but  the  tenth  part  fuch  monflers  of  wick- 
ednefs  as  he  has  painted  them,  'tis  aftonifhing 
that  Pordgners  do  not  fhun  us  like  intedian, 
nay,  that  the  earth  has  not  long  fince  opened 
its  mouth,  and  {wallowed  us  all  up. 

You  will  fay  perhaps,  that  I  ought  to  have 
followed  the  fame  rule  I  prefiiibe  to  others, 
by  taking  no  notice  of  fuch  national  refledions. ' 
True,  Sir  i  and  this  I  {hould  certainly  have 
done,  had  the  ugly  pidhire  of  us  been  only 
handed  about  in  private ;  but  as  it  has  been 
hung  up  to  public  view,  and  even  tranfmitted 
over  fea,  purely  to  tickle  the  vanity  of  foreign- 
ers, they  may  learn  from  our  remarks  on  the 
prdfent  Parallel^  that  we  are  at  lead  as  well,  ao-, 
qiiainted  ^th  their  Morals,  as  they  pretend  to- 
be  with  ours  \  and  that  the- vile  Sycophant,  who 
was  hired  to  make  che  comparifon  of  both  Nia 
tions,  fo  extremely  to  cur  di£uivantage,  has 
fhewh  how  little  he  underilood  his  bufine&i  bjr 
io  pofitively  afferting,  as  indubitable  fads,  wh^ 
all  the  world  knows  to  be  falfe,  and  dwelling 
lb  minutely  on  certain  particulars,  which,  one 
wtold  think,  were  produced  to  no  other  end, 
but  to  expofe  and  burlefque  his  Employers. 

The  fubftanco  of  the  charge  brought  againfl 
us,' is  reduced  to  three  principal  heads.  The 
firft  relates  to  difhoneibr  in  our  dealings ;  the 
fecond,  tQ  iewdneis  ana  debauchery ;  the  third, 
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tiJi  mnrder  ahd-efbiBcatioD.  v  Q[^-t«9  Iftfter  ■ 
articies.  fhalL  be  theLfubJo^t  o£  fepj^te  lettsn. 
and  .^c  former  oanrine^  in  ^Wi  ■  . 

^ThcIndidtnMat.iailbus  pp«ne4  l^  the  Sa^ 
tyi^  •^.  49.    " 'Aii^  «f^'AH^;whafc  virbiQ 

Hilot  evsry  braochiof  Tni4&>AiQW!€iVnect  CHir- 
iriidB  uitiverial  6mi4di^  No:  Iqq^  fmt^atwkh, 
impotlng  on  :Forei^«nv.  vtpsipltyiiiivi  Caveat 
upon!  adefloo^tr*  - 'lyhat  .49^  Wi!>  e^.'  ^fUlk, 
op-iVBacs  but  litcpu«fh»fpo^iB^^te)n  ^  Whcs 
tbsr  we  buy  or  fcU,  Is  not  odq  fide,  if  not 
both,^  fure  to  be  bijitect  in  ^f  price,  in  the 
neigh^  quantity  and  qi^ti^^  pierhaps  in  the 
very  fubitance  to  boot  i  Are  nqt  Tradefh>en 
void,  of  coafdenee  ia  thek  hilK  ^nd  Gently 
men  even  with  thenit.  in  never  my^ng  them  i 
What  frivolous  ereteoACS  dor  OQt  Mfl^bers  allege 
te/moiig  their  X>oindHc^  Kifdfl&^Hd  |he  L%- 
horiis-  pf  the  fweat  qf  his  iM^Vfv  ^  How  inge-) 
inoiiBi&.thciervile  generation  be^pque,  to  out- 
laitflibar  <Supenors  ?  B«t  lervile  did  1  fay  ?, 
)SJ^  »:  not  rervile.i&  tfaia  ienfe  ?  ^ei;quiii(e^ 
paundage,  vaila^  foe,:gratuity*:Cffk:pT«  ib  maa^ 

;^[m^^eDom«ffictO',betnBir,bi»fix:!lliA  tbeJU>r4 
ttL&llhis  Countay JiiAifdfdoi^f^ qev*^ te^pt 
tbe  Gownfmentapiit:iiqfr;tlMtiChvtfcb  to  £Ji«i 
Are  bribery,  veaati^j,  Md.4i»wy  i»ao)mPHii1 
Aings.?  Hfliw  ioot  an  tbf  iii&«:fi£.Jt^«'Law,  of 
dteiSwordy .  of  the  Ffsa^^i  <  M%M  oqndition 
is  (lieFe,  fo  high  or  fii  1qw»  in:whie|i:diihoneAy 
doesi  not  figucei  <2u  .hw  nQHMr^i^  ,di&:ern 
•1';  the 


and  Englijh'  compare  A  » -  aojt 

Utet  helplefs  Poor  from  the*  mumping  Impc^r?^ 
What  are  the  rich  to  be  diAlinguifhed  fin^-'lb^ 
much  as  by  their  being  flaves  and  dupcs-*^ 
Pimps,  and-  Bawds,  and  Sharpers  ?  What  dif-- 
ference  is  there- between  the  Noble  and  Ple^* 
beian,  but  that  the  latter  is  fcarce  more  bare-  eiF 
title^  than  dad  with  fraud  and  meannefs  P  The^ 
former  oftentittefe  lefs  noted  for  his  eqcipage* 
than  his  vices  and  venality.  In  fhort^  wtuA5 
ftation  can  we  name,  in  which  more  than'  oA'e^ 
fort  of  guilt  is  toot  glaringly  pradifed^  counts 
nanced,  and  jdiifedf  " 

What  a  pack  of  Roraes  muft  our  Neigb^^^ 
hours  take  us  for,  if  they  give  any  credtt  ta 
this  character,  which  is  fo  compreherifive,  that 
no  degree  of  men  is  excepted,  from  the  Lord^ 
to  the  Beggar  !  Yet,  notwithftanding,  I '  be^ 
lieve^  it  is  genierally  allbvired,  that,  as  die  build 
eveki  of  our  common  people  are  not  addided 
to  theft  or  di(honefly,  ib  thofe  of  Portugsd  ore 
Tttnsak^hly  infiimous  on  this  account ;  y^kh 
has  giten*  fife  leo  the  well-known  farcafiiii'i^jpfck^ 
tf^  Portuguezes^  tres  Ladroens  *•  Indeed  fobi- 
befies  on*  the  Highway  are  not  fo  frequenif 
among  them  as  with  us ;  but  as  to  all  odior 
kinds  of  fheft^  which  require  more  cunnii^ 
than  courage^  they  far  exceed  our  adrdfem 
fhopiifttrs  afid  pickpockets^  •  Many  of  thedi  ahf 
fuch  praficient&i  tnat  they 'know  how  to  fildlr 
more  dezteroufly  with  their  fee^,  than  the  ipii^ 
ferftrs  of  other  nations  do  with  their  hanieH? 

■  •   ■ 

■  *  IVnr  Fottvgaefiv' three  TUerct, 
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0f  tills  I  have  heard  not  a  few  furprifing  in- 
fiances.  Eveft  Sacrilege  itfelf  is  lb  frequent 
among  them,  that  the  very  Candleildcks, 
as  I  have  cdiferved  in  feveral  churches,  are 
ch^qd  ^  to  die  altars,  for  fear  they  fliould 
be  fjU>ien.  In  a  word,  as  it  has  been  found  by 
long  experience,  that  few  of  the  lower  fort  of 
t^  r4atives  are  to  be  diiAedi  aloxjft  every  Fo- 
n^gner,  refiding  in  Portugal,  emi^oys  no  other 
iervants  but  Spaniards  of  the  province  of  Gtdl- 
(Hf  who,  for  the  moil  part,  are  remarkably 
ftidiftil.  But,  to  dwell  no  longeron  generals, 
let  us  examine  the  particular  items  of  the  pre- 
^t  accuiation. 

How  unluckily  does  the  Satyrift  begin  with 
9ur  impofing  on  Foreigners  in  matters  of  cora- 
linerce  f  With  regard  to  our  Merchants,  it  is 
univerially  ackriowleged,  that  none  of  their 
profeflipn,  in  ai^  part  t^  the  glpbc,  hold  every 
kind,  of  fraud  and  double  dealing  in  greater 
ab^cence,:  or  have  fo  generous  a  way  of 
t^jlpkir^-;  and  that,  as  none  truft:  more  to  the 
ijg^n^  of  otliers,  fo  none  have  fufFered  fo 
deeply  by  it,  efpecially  in  Portugal.  I  have 
oitten  heard  the  natives  of  that  kugdom  con- 
£^ng,  that  our  ManufaAures  are  the  beft  and 
^apeft  of  the  kind  ;  but, ;  whatever  it  be 
owing  to,  the  officers  of  their  Cuftom-houfc 
bave  done  thor  utmoft  to  impede  and  prejudice 
iHui  fale,  by  not  only  loading  them  with  higher 
4iiMies^ian  thofe  of  the  iams  qiiali^  from  other 
countries,  but  permitting  the  importation  of 
Fr^ch  Cloths,  particularly  the  finer  fort,  with 
-*  kveral 


and  E:t^:j^  txw^n^u,  t^V 

tevcnl  ether  kiiid^  ot'  \v\vllc?\  j:\xHi>i.   |^  |Hr 

ccanryto  the  indrnt  oi  the  \\<Ai\  ivitnirtii\^ 
between  the  twoCrowm  j  tho'  tmvlv  ilu^V  4» 
no  people  on  earth,  whuh^ivc  U*tsu:tiv'U  1^ 
ccmpiaLa  of  our  breads  i\t'  t«iih  thcin  du*  IVh- 
tugueic.  A$  CO  the  honoi  uiul  vri4iitv  i*(  ^hu 
Fadories  lettled  anuMig  thctnt  chn*  au^  iHM^sl 
e%'en  to  a  Proverb  ;  inlonuuh  ch«vt»  i'»^i>iJiif#  iMr 
turn  Ingkz^  i.  €.  the  word  ot'  an  lMt^lMliin«iHi 
is  proverbially  uled  for  that  of  mm  hiuirit  iniMi, 
This  is  allowed  to  l>c  their  grucml  rhan^t^liHi 
with  very  little  exception.  Inuh  at  W>\\w  mtU 
abroad.  And  as  to  that  of  our  'riaitcUm  n,  it 
is,  for  the  moll  part«  lo  tiiii,  that  a  \\\\\\\  iimy 
as  lafely  be  lent  to  their  lliopii.  as  tlir  luuli  (a  • 
gacious  pcrlbn.  i^oinc  of  tlir  iiiii|tiitouit  aiN 
charged  on  them,  may  indeed  he  piatMiliul  tiy 
fuch  as  have  no  regard  lo  (heir  trpMiatiuiik 
but  does  not  the  frnud»  whrn  drteiMml,  (mid 
'tis  fcarce  poflible  it  (hould  he  \km\^  umu^aliil) 
always  end  in  their  dilgracc  and  ruin  i^  (-an  mmi 
Man  of  Buiinefs,  who  han  relided  lii  huiu  At 
Lilbon,  be  ignorant^  tliut  tiie  laiur  kindnl  arti 
are  no  Icfs  frequent  therci  and  piat.lilrd  wilJi 
much  greater  impunity  ?  I'he  inipuliriiinu  in 
expofing  their  temporal  wareti  lu  lahi|  arc&  ai 
leaft  as  notorious  as  tjiofc?  of  any  oihrr  plate  \ 
and  as  to  their  fpiritual  mcrchandi/e,  which  iti 
one  of  the  mod  conllderahir  hranchc-s  ol  thair 
Triade,  the  legerdemain  tiiLl^?)  niadr  ulc  ul^  to 
enhance  the  value,  or  rather  to  ir\  un  hj^h 
price  on  what  i:^  really  woiih  nollijii^^;  ai  all, 
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kind  of  Cheats  is  lb  rare  among  us,  that  our 
Neighbours  foera  to  have  monopolized  the 
Tiade. 

,  Are  not  iraoduleot  Bankruptcies  more  fre* 
quonc,  beyond  all  comparilbn,  in  Portugal,  than 
Ijerc  ?  Was  not  (he  ilieher  both  Merchants  and 
Tradefmen  lately  found  in  Monaftcries  (where- 
in ihey  dared  to  brow'-beat  tfaetr  Creditors,  who 
wflic  glad  to  accept  of  any  compofition)  be- 
came fo  notonouHy  fcandalous,  that  the  King 
ftrund  it  ncceiTary  to  put  fome  flop  to  fo  cry- 
.ing  an  abufe,  by  a  public  Decree.  Yet  ftiti,. 
what  numbers  of  thcfc  public  Robbers,  find 
\harbour  and  prote<ftion  within  tliofe  facred 
'^ifMlrfi  AfidswhMKdffian^af^^itftiBa  MsUiprc' 

VQBttBltD*  tMHCBlJEB  tftflC'lttCOttfliaiiilSi  'J  f^  'T^tmitWff  J 

•dhiiiniMI,  €lb*Uk  «»3di*n»  .flcMr  mtaf 
Tmnibeea  iqillyEfcdmiaeiL-itfifiaietmg:  their 
cA£bP..Alul'7et,-whtt  &igte-:iili]ance  can  be 
(HjMinoedf,  of Jdw'«iDe'fakViiig:b8eii«nr  brought 
ilitlhe^erihiliaijii'  itj-asrainong  tu  i  Have  \fe 
-uKi&iai  tlaaglaa  MbtMrins,  a  KiyaUieitna 
'i<MMainoe^itywhick;thcJiflny.'Ji^*ii|fc»aBfc 
'tlfe^bMMijm'a^Df&ftin^mlkB  UKdieCmii- 
^toiBR'Sb  HffvuMnff  etefrEtHcjgiivDifMviiBiierei 
>aalividifiusdfaigiilfaciiincktcBfii!Bifin!0egaf  to 

A!titBt(i  ■■■:.■ .     :.  ;  iii;,v-i;i:y(T<)'u.-:'    ...... 

iyi>illiirli»ig!fijMij«l»tiJiijgpiBi<»orc  eon- 
^  "t:a£io*te^Mad^asita:thar 
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for  beyond  their  income,  it  is,  I-  believe,  gt^lllf^ 
rally  agreed,  that,  as  none  are  more  apt^Mi 
contradt  -debts,  £>  none  take  Jefs  care  to  ^di^ 
charge  them ;  and,  which  is  iliil  worfe,  to«!at^ 
tempt  forcing  them  to  it  by  law,  is  fometifhel 
attended  witn  fatal  confequences,  and  aiwa)^' 
fuch  an  'endlefs  piece  of  work,  that  'tis  bdfc 
to  let  down  with  the  firft  lof^.  Among  the  -va-t^ 
rioiis  ipecies  of  bafenefs  and  difhonefty  charged 
on  our  Nobleffiy  was  there  ever  a  Britifh  Mr« 
nifler  at  a  Foreign  Court,  who,  having  made 
a  punctual  bargain  with  an  honeft  Ti«dc^ 
rrian,  and  received  the  thing  agreed  for,  hlBj 
in  virtue  of  his  public  cfaaradter,  refufed  pajfing 
more  than  half  the  ftipuflated  fum,  and  been  ^ib 
mean  as  to  tell  the  poor  man  for  his  comfort} 
that,  if  he  would  not  accept  this,  he  fhould 
have  nothing,  and  might  foek  his  remedy-?  I- 
need  not  de&end  to  particulars,  as  xhc  Satylrift 
can  be  no  ftranger  to  the  ftory  hinted  at.    " 

Whatever  pretences  fbme  Mafters  here  toof 
kllege^  for  defrauding  their  domeiftics,  or  .cm 
la'oqrer  of  his  hire,  nothing  is  held  more '  IBM- 
famous  among  us,  nor  is  there  any  thing  which 
the  Laws  have  more  carefully  provided  againfti 
The  truth  is,  no  Servants  in  the -world  fecrive 
higher  wages,  nor-  are  better ^paid.  •  BritiOi  iefi* 
vants,  as  every  one  knows,  have  the  fame  fenic 
of  liberty  and  property  with  their  Mafters,  sihd 
are  fi)  far.  from  bang  a  fervile,  cringing  rade^ 
as  thoiie  of  Portvgai  undoubtedly  are,  that  this 
very  Grttom  would  dare  to  difobey  any  unlaw-* 
fui  command  of  his  Lord,  and  to.  tell  faiQi'ib 

his 
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his  face,  that  he  was  a  free-bom  Englifhman. 
Were  a  Portuguefe  Domeflic  to  take  the  fame 
Jiberty  with  one  of  the  ieafl  diflindHoD,  he 
would  not  only  run  a  riik  of  lofing  his  wages, 
but  being  thrown  out  of  a  window.  This 
ienfe  of  liberty,  which  univerfally  prevails 
ftmbng  our  iowefl  rank  of  people,  too  often 
degenerates,  it  cannot  be  denied,  into  licen* 
ttoufnels,  which  is  allowed  to  be  an  evil ;  yet 
ftiU  it  fprings  from  a  glorious  caufe,  and  the 
remedy  would  be  worfe  than  the  difeafe.  As 
to  our  Mechanics  and  Laborers,  the  poorefl 
among  them  can  fummon  the  befl  Gentleman 
in  England  to  a  Court  of  Confcience,  and  there 
compel  him,  in  the  mofl  fummary  manner, 
to  pay  any  jufl  debt,  not  exceeding  forty  fhil- 
lings. 

If  the  fifh  of  the  Law  are  fb  mighty  clean 
in  Portugal,  how  much  are  the  people  to  blame, 
in  making  fuch  general  outcries  as  they  do, 
diat  nothing  can  be  fouler  ?  But  forry  I  am  to 
&y,  that  their  complaints  on  this  head  are  too 
well  grounded.  Nothing  on  earth  can  exceed 
the  rapacioufhefs  of  all  the  Officers  of  their 
Civil  Courts,  except  that  of  the  Ecclefiaflica}, 
efpecially  the  Patriarchal  *,  where  fuch  fwarms 
of  licenfed  Blood-fuckers  fatten  and  riot  on  the 

*  A  new  Conrc  erefted  in  Li(boa  fioce  the  Pope  exalted 
the  Archbifliop  of  that  city  into  a  Patriarch  :  which  title, 
irith  the  privilege  granted  by  his  HoHnefs  to  the  Canons 
of  the  chapel  royal,  of  wearing  the  robes  of  Bi(ho{>s  and 
Cardinals,  ooft  lUng  John  V.  iBorc  than  ten  miUioos  of 
cnizadoes. 
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i{)oil  of  thoulands.  .The  names  of  Scrivener, 
(which  anfwers  to  that  of  Attorney  with  .'us^ 
^d  Thief,  are  fynoniinous  terms  in  Portugal  i 
nor  is  it  cafy  to  enumerate  the  various  titles  and 
pretences,  under  which  thofe  Harpies  endea- 
vour, to  cloak  their  robberies.  This  I  can  aver 
from  mv  own  experience,  that  a  Suit,  which 
would  have  been  decided  among  us  at  one 
hearing,  is,  by  their  management,  frequently 
protraded  to  five  or  fix  years,  and  then  left  {o 
perplexed  and  intricate,  from  the  volumnious 
pleadings  and  variety  of  contradidtory  authori- 
ties produced  on  both  fides,  (all  which  are 
committed  to  writing,  and  not  feldom  iWoln 
up  to  fo  enormous  a  bulk,  as  to  become  a  load 
for  a  porter)  that  the  wifeil  and  honeflefl  of 
their  Judges  are  cmbarafied  how  to  determine 
the  merits  of  the  caufe. 

Even  the  Magiflrates  of  their  fupreme  Courts 
are  not  the  moft  clean-fified  people  in  the 
wprldy  if  any  credit  may  be  given  to  the  nativeSi, 
who  fcruple  not  to  charge  tliem  with  felling  of 
Juftice.  If  pur  Satyrift  ever  had  the  curiofity 
to  go  to  the  high  Court  of  Judicature  atLiibon, 
he  muft  have  obferved  a  very  -ftriking  Pifture  * 

*  It  was  the  reprefentation  of  one  of  their  Dcfcmharga* 
i'iret^  or  fupreme  Jiuige?,  hanglnrr  from  a  Gallows  ic  Iris 
robes.  This  wicked  JuJge  had  long  fcrecncd  a  Murderer 
irom  juftice,  and,  afccr  having  floeced  tlie  mother  of  the 
criminal  of  all  fliewas  worth  in  the  world,  when  he  found 
nothing  more  was  to  be'  got,  condtrmned  1  itr  i  ■  v^  to  death. 
The  poor  woman  compl.Hininc;  of  this  cnic i  nf.ifrc  to  the 
King,  the  Judge  was  puniHicl  as  he  deffLivsd,.  and  thi» 
portrait  fet  up  as*a  wariiiiig  to  othcri. 
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in  the  great  hall,  which  had,  it  ieems,  giveit- 
fuch  ofence  to  thofe  upright  Judges,  that  they 
cwied  a  curtain  to  be  drawn  before  itj  but  the 
EKike  de  Lafoeas,  their  Prcfident,  Toon  found 
it  neceflary  to  cxpofe  it  again  to  public  view  i 
and,  I  believe,  it  will  be  no  exaggeration  to 
add,  that,  were  eveiy  incident  of  the  fame  na- 
ture, which  gave  occafion  to  the  fctting  up  this 
pidure,.  to  be  reprefented  in  the  fame  manner, 
that  Hall,  tho'  pretty  large,  would  not  have 
contained  the  portraits. 

Indeed  the  wretched  falaries  given  to  the 
Judges  of  their  Supreme  Courts,  (which,  not 
long  ago,  fcarce  exceeded  1 50  /.  per  annum) 
being  infuffident  to  maintain  the  digni^  of 
their  ofBces,  and  chefe,  moreover,  being  only 
held  during  the  King's  good  pleafure^  all  this, 
I  fay,  has  been  pleaded  aa  a  wrt  of  excufe  ffx 
their  indirect  praflices.  Can  any  of  our  Judges 
be  charged  with  taking  of  bribes,  or  perverting 
the  laws  in  favor  of  the  Great  ?  Has  not  the 
'  wifdora  of  our  Legiilature  provided,  that  they 
fliall  not  be  expolcd  to  fuch  temptations,  by 
granting  them  noble  appointments,  and  fixing 
tneiij  in  a  ftate  of  independence  ?  We  look  on 
the  perfons  of  our  Princes  to  be  at  teaft  as  fa- 
cred,  as  they  do  on  theirs  in  Portugal  j  but 
there  is  fonicdiing  we  hold  ilill  more  Ctcred, 
that  is,  the  maintenance  of  our  Liberties,  and 
prelervation  of  thcConftitution.  We  have  been 
'  taught,  and  may  our  pofterity  ever  be  &>,  that, 
to  dilbbcy  a  royal  command,  when  unjuA  cr 
illegal,  is  tlie  higbcil  infta:ice  of  our  Loyalty^ 
.  and 
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bnd  that)  to  comply  with  it,  would  be  no  Iei$ 
than  Treafon  againft  the  State,  as  well  as  a 
mark  of  difaflFe£lipn  to  the  Sovereign  himfelf^ . 
whom  our  laws  fuppofe  incapable  of  doing- 
wrong.  Such  notions,  I  own,  would  feem  a 
paradox  in  Portugal,  where  every 'thing  de« 
pends  on  the  arbitrary  will  of  their  Monarch^ 
Thiey  have  indeed  a  body  of  excellent  Laws  i 
but  of  what  fignificadon  are  they  to  the  people^ 
when  thoie^  who  are  to  put  them  in  execution, 
declare,  that  the  King  may  difpenfci  as  he  fre-^^ 
quently  does^  with  every  one  of  them  ? 

As  to  the  fifls  of  our  Clergy,  whether  clean 
or  dirty^  I  (hall  leave  them  to  defend  them^ 
felves :  when  both  parties  are  brought  to  a  fair 
trial,  perhaps  they  may  be  found  not  much  in* 
ferior,  either  in  virtue  or  learning,  to  fuch  1 
formidable  hof^>  as  the  Eccleliailies  of  Por-* 
tugal. 

Tho*  our  Military  tjcntlenien  are  likewiA 
reflected  on,  I  am  willing  to  believe,  that  feW 
of  the  officers  are  included  among  the  dirty-^ 
Afted,  and  fhall  therefore  confine  myfelf  td 
our  common  Soldiers,  who  would  take  it  as  an 
high  difparagement  to  be  plit  on  a  level  with 
thofe  of  Portugal,  in  point  either  of  honefty^ 
couragei  or  pay.  With  regard  to  the  latter 
article,  it  amounts  to  no  more  than  about  three 
half-pence  a-day,  with  an  ammunition-loaf  1 
which  fcanty  allowance  reduces  numbers  of 
them  to  the  necefBty  of  begging  or  dealing  i  . 
and  yet,  notwithftanding  their  extreme  pover- 
ty, nothing  can  exceed  the  pride  and  infolence 

Vz  whtrt- 


JI2  Mamer%  of  the  Fortuguefe 

wherewith  it  is  attended.  When  only  a  party 
of  twenty  or  thirty  march  along  the  m-eets,  to 
relieve  the  ordinary  guard,  every  one  that  pafles 
by,  muft  take  off  his  hat>  Or  will  otherwiTe 
nin  a  riik  of  being  affi-mited,  and  perhaps  rc- 
cttving  a  blow  with  thtf  but-end  of  a  mufquet. 
i  have  feen  fome  glaring  inftances  of  this  kind, 
and  was  once  ill  treated  myfelf,  for  not  paying 
due  reverence  to  thefe  haugh^r  Sons  of  Mars. 
•  Wth  regard  to  our  Gentlemen  of  the  Facul- 
ty, it  muft  be  acknowleged,  that  they  exceed 
iJie  Medical  Tribe  of  Liibon,  as  much  in  their  . 
Fees,  as  they  do  in  their  Abilities,  which  may 
be  juftified  from  the  length  and  great  expence 
of  their  education  ;  for,  I  afliire  you,  'tis  not 
quite  fo  eafy  a  thing  to  commence  DoAor  at 
our  Univerfities  as  at  Coimira ;  but  why  the 
Satyrift  fhould  call  the  cleannels  of  t}ieir  fifts 
in  queflion,  more  than  that  of  his  own  DoBores 
Sangrados,  who  arc  the  moft  ignorant  and  pre- 
fumptuous  of  their  profeHion,  is  pafl:  my  com- 
prchenfion. 

I  agree  with  the  Satyrift,  that  'tis  hard  to 
difccrn,  in  this  great  City,  the  helplefs  Poor 
from  the  mumping  Impoftorj  whidi  indeed 
is  far  from  the  cafe  of  Lifbon,  where  'tis 
the  eaQed  thing  in  the  world  to  difllnguifh 
them ;  for,  as  no  legal  provifion  is  made  for 
the  former,  fo  no  chaftifement  is  appointed 
for  the  latter  j  which  renders  difguife  wholly 
unnecefiary.  Now  fuppofing  our  Impoftors, 
who  appear  at  leail  like  r»l  objedts,  more 
numerous   than  they  are,    what  comparifon 
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is  there  between  them,  and  thofe  notoriouft 
Cheats  of  Lilbbn^  whofe  profeffion  is  as  well 
known  as  their  peribns,  and  not  only  tolerated^ 
but  openly  countenanced,  and  encouraged  by 
the  plentiful  contributions  they  receive  every 
where  ?  Indeed  it  is  morally  impoflible,  con- 
iidering  how  defedHve  their  Laws  are,  with 
refpedt  to  Vagabonds,  that  one  half  at  leaft  of 
the  lower  clafs  fliould  not  prove  thieves  or  beg- 
gars. You  may  fee  hundreds  of  them  together, 
moft  of  them  capable  of  fome  ufeful  employ- 
ment, marching  through  the  flreets  from  door 
to  door»  or  cramming  the  fragments  daily 
diflributed  at  the  gates  of  Monafteries ;  after 
which,  wrapped  up  in  their  ragged  cloaks, 
they  fit  bafking  in  the  fun  or  fliade,  according 
to  the  feafon,  telling  their  beads,  and  taking 
their  pinch  of  fnufF,  and  then  adjourning,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  afternoon ,  to  their  wonted 
Rendezvous,  to  regale  themfelves  with  the 
money  they  had  coUefted. 

I  muft  do  the  Portuguefe  the  juftice  to  own, 
that  they  are  remarkably  compaflionate,  and 
even  courteous  to  common  Beggars ;  in(bmuch  * 
that  you  will  fcarce  ever  hear  an  harfli  anfwer 
from  their  mouths,  tho*  ever  fo  much  impor- 
tuned. This  is  one  of  their  National  Virtues, 
^nd  I  commend  them  for  it,  as  it  fprings  from 
a  principle  of  hundanity.  But  I  hope  they  will 
not  take  it  atnifs  to  be  reminded,  that  fuch 
Charity  is  only  an  encouragement  to  idlenefs, 
and,  were  it  tempered  with  a  little  prudence, 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  Beggars  them^- 
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fdves,  as  well  as  to  the  Public.  And  tho',  I 
am  afraid,  it  may  give  fome  oficnce,  yet  I 
cannot  forbear  adding,  that  it  would  be  of 
more  real  fervice  to  Religion,  and  a  much 
nobler  inftancc  of  benevolence  to  their  fellow-, 
creatures,  were  they  to  employ  fome  fmall 
pftrt  of  the  large  fums  they  confume  in  drefllng 
Bp  and  carrying  about  a  parcel  of  fenfclels 
Images,  in  cloathing  the  backs  of  thefe  tattered 
Vagrants,  and  fetting  them  at  work. 

I  might,  without  impropriety,  fey  fomething 
here,  as  it  fo  naturally  falls  under  the  pFcfent 
fubjed,  of  the  prodigious  fwarms  of  Mendicant 
Fryars,  a  pack  of  the  lazieft  Drones,  and  moft 
impudent  of  the  whole  Fraternity  of  mumping 
Impoftors,  who,  as  they  fubfift  on  the  fweat 
and  labor  of  others,  and  cheat  in  a  double  ca- 
pacity, may  be  juilly  deemed  a  greater  nuifance 
to  fociety  than  thofe  above  taken  notice  of. 
But,  I  diink,  I  have  already  faid  enough  of 
this  fort  <?f  Gentry. 

I  could  enter  on  a  very  circumftantial  detail 
of  fads,  relating  to  the  diarge  brought  againlt 
our  Nobility,  to  wit,  diat  they  are  chiefly 
diftinguiihed  from  the  vulgar  l^  their  vices, 
and  by  nothing  fo  much  as  being  flaves  to 

'  pimps,  bawds,  and  fharpers.  But  as  this  would 
lead  me  to  fome  very  difegrceablc  anecdotes, 
let  it  fiiffice  juft  to  intimate,  that,  however  in- 
famous fuch  appellations  may  be  deemed  in 
Portugal,  the  offices  themfelves  are  held  in  a 
&r  more  amiable;  light  than  in  England;  and 
that  we  never  heard  of  any  complaints  among 
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us,  of  our  Sovereign\$  treating  the  andent  No<^ 
bility.  with  contempt^  of  driving  them  from  his; 
prefence,  and  admitting  none  to  his  royal  coin, 
iidence  but  fuch  kind  of  vermin.  Let  me  far^ 
ther  obferve  on  this  head,  that,  tho'  the  Satyrifl; 
can  find  no  difference,  except  mere  title  and 
equipage,  between  our  men  of  rank  and  Ple- 
beians, yet  the  French,  our  moft  inveterate 
enemies,  have  found  a  very  confiderable  one  ; 
comparing  the  former  to  fine  flour,  and  the 
latter  to  coarfe  bran  *>  ingenuouily  acknowledg- 
ing, that  none  are  more  jealous  of  the  glory 
of  their  country,  nor  endowed  with  nobler 
qualities.  And,  I  believe,  it  may  be  added, 
without  an  hyperbole,  that  there  are  many 
thouiands  even  of  our  populace,  who  have  the 
fame  fenfe  of  national  glory,  the  fame  regard 
to  public  as  well  as  private  virtue,  with  thofe 
of  the  moil  exalted  flations. 
.  I  make  no  doubt,  but  the  Portuguefe  have 
an  affedtion  for  their  du/ce  nafale  Jc/um^  like 
other  people  :  but  to  compare  their  Patriotifm 
(which  confiils  in  nothing  elfe  but  crying  up 
themfelves,  as  the  wifefl,  bravefl,  and  moft 
reipedable  people  on  earth)  with  that  of  Bri- 
tain, would  be  only  cxpofing  myfelf  to  ridi- 
cule.    They  have  not  fo  much  as  a  word  in 

*  Moreri,  ia  fpeaking  of  the  manners  of  the  EnglUh, 
lias  thefe  words  :  "  Les  Seigneurs  if  la  veritable  Nohlejft 
yaeti  comparie  a  la  phis  fine  fieur  defarine,  6-  la  pcifple  an 
Son  k  plus  grqfflcn  Les  prhniers  /ant  honnctes^  genereux^ 
cbligeants,  literaux,  civils  envers  les  etrangers^  if  jehus  df 
la  gloire  de  lour  Patrie. 
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tfieir  language,  that  I  know  of,  to  cxprers  the 
thing ;  nay,  I  do  not  believe,  tfaej  have  the 
idea  of  it,  as  underflood  by  U6,  or  any  other 
people,  who  have  not  Iqfl  all  fenfo  of  Liberty. 
Blind  paflive  obedience  is  become  fo  habitual 
to  them,  that,  if  they  attempt  any  thing  againft 
their  Sovereign',  as  in  the  tate  confpiracy,  'tis 
not  to  redrcfs  the  grievances  of  their  country, 
but  to  revenge  their  own  private  injuries. 

The  charader  given  of  the  Portugucfe  Na- 
tion, by  one  of  their  beft  Hiftorians  *,  is  that 
of  Univerjal  Pride.  The  King,  fays  he,  claims 
the  adoration  due  to  a  God :  the  Nobili^  claim 
the  fame  awful  refped  and  homage  as  their 
Prince  ;  the  Gentry,  the  iame  as  the  Nobility  ; 
and  the  Populace,  the  iame  as  the  Gentry. 
This  claim  to  external  reverence  is  (o  rooted  in 
the  wliole  nation,  that  a  ^iure  in  the  ilightelt 
punftilio  has  often  coH;  a  man  his  life.  Almofl 
every  one,  who  makes  any  figure,  and  many, 
who  make  none  at  all,  oblige  their  domeftics 
to  treat  them  with  Senixria,  or  Lordfliip,  and  re- 
ceive the  lame  title,\vith  great  complacencyjfrom 
others.  I  have  often  feen  thetr  petty  Fi^Igos, 
and  not  fetdom  an  ordinary  Shopkeeper's.  Lady, 
receiving  a  meHage,  or  glals  of  water,  on  the 
knee.  Every  Barber  experts  to  be  treated  witli 
at  leartas  much  ceremony  as  one  of  the  Faculty 
among  us  j  and  even  a  Porter  or  Cobler  cannot 
be  decently  accofted,  without  Vojfa  Merd,  or 
Your  Worihjp.    I  remember,  a  Fellow  once 

^  Manod  de  Faria  e  Sonfiu 
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came  to  fliave  me,  with  a  Spada  of  a  moft 
enormous  length  at  his  fide :  he  had  fcarce  be- 
gan the  operation,  when  I  chanced,  through 
inadvertency,  to  omit  this  laft  appellation,  in, 
fpcaking  to  him ;  upon  which,  he  laid  down 
his. razor,  and  flernly  afked  me,  whether  I 
was  talking  to  an  horfe.  I  made  the  bcfl  apo^ 
logy  I  could,  and  grew  more  cautious  for  the 
future,  efpecially  on  fuch  occafions,  for  fear 
of  my  throat.  In  fliort,  the  cuftom  of  giving 
high  titles  to  people  of  the  lowefl:  rank,  bad  fo 
univerfally  prevailed,  to  the  confounding  of  aU 
didinftion,  that  the  King  publKhed  an  edidi 
againft  it,  tho'  to  very  little  purpofe.  Now  ia 
all  thefe  inftances,  tho'  you  may  eaHly  difcovec 
a  confummate  (hare  of  vanity  and  felf-conceit» 
can  you  perceive  the  fainteil  t^ace  of  Patriotijin 
or  Liberty  ?  No,  iir  j  the  very  found  of  fuch 
words  implies  the  fame  thing  iji  Portugal,  29 
Treaibn  with  us.  The  Courtiers,  Haves  tcy 
their  Sovereign,  and  Tyrants  to  all  beneath 
them,  implicitly  obey  his  will,  in  order  to  gra- 
tify-their  own.  There  is  no  neceflity  of  tempt- 
ing them  with  bribes :  they  are  readier  to  fly» 
at  the  royal  nod,  without  thefe  inducements^ 
than  the  moft  venal  among  us  arc,  with  th  .m. 
Is  there  a  fingle  Nobleman  of  that  kingdom, 
(I  might  add  the  whole  body  of  Nobility  united 
together)  who  would  dare  to  remonftrate,  that 
fuch  a  mandate  was  contrary  to  law,  that  fuch 
a  tax  was  unneceflary  and  burdenfome,  or  to 
intimate,  that  their  King  was  ill  advifed,  in 
purfuing  fuch  a  meafure  ?  No  lefs  than  thirty 

were 
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were  banilbcd,  in  the  preceding  reign,  and  not 
a  few  in  the  prefent,  long  before  the  earth- 
quake, for  pivfaming  to  open  their  lips  on 
thefe  fut^eOs. 

Nothing  of  importance  was  formerly  tranf- 
atSed  in  Portugal,  without  confulting  the  Cor- 
/rb,  or  general  aflembly,  confiding  of  the  three 
Eftates,  not  much  unlike  our  high  Court  of 
Parliament,  and  invefted  with  little  lefs  junf- 
di&ion.  Would  even  fuch  an  augull  afTembly 
aa  this,  now  dare  to  interpofe  its  authority,  in 
oppolition  to  that  of  the  King?  Alas!  the  Court 
iticlf  no  longer  exifls :  the  very  name  is  almoil 
forgotten.  Their  andent  Parliamentary  Go* 
vcrnmcnt,  like  that  of  France,  is  now  changed 
into  a  military  one,  with  this  difference,  that 
tfae.latter  fUU  retains  the  Aiadow  of  a  Parliament, 
whofe  Councellors  are  fometimes  fu&red  to 
meet  in  their  fcarlet  robes,  to  verify  the  royal 
edidis :  whereas  the  former  has  not  fo  much  as 
the  empty  phantom  left  of  the  liberty  it  once 
enjoyed. 

There  is  a  late  inftance  of  an  humble  Re- 
monftrance  prefented  by  the  moft  refpcdable 
Merchants  of  Liibon,  relating  to  certain  griev* 
ances  which  greatly  affeded  their  commerce. 
What  was  the  refuU  ?  Every  one  of  the  Peti- 
tioners were  ieized  on,,  dragged  out  of  their 
houfes,  and  thrown  into  fecret  dungeons, 
where,  in  all  probability,  they  would  Aill  have 
remained,  had  not  the  earthquake  procured 
them  their  Liber^.  I  am  informed,  that  a 
proce&  had  been  oommenced  agunil:  them,  for 
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jio  Ids  a  crime  than  High  Treafon,  as  thdr 
Remonftrance,  it  feems,  had  been  drawn  up  iif 
too  ftrong  terms.  What  a  bleifed  ftate  muft:^ 
that  People  be  in,  with  an  Arbitrary  Monarch- 
on  the  one  hand,  and  an  Inquisition  on  the 
other ! 

In  fine,  the  dodrine  of  paffive  obedience  has 
there  taken  fuch  deep  root,  among  all  ranks 
and  degrees  of  men,  that,  when  the  King, 
for  form's  fake,  fends  to  confult  any  particular 
Officer  or  Judge,  or  the  Offices  and  Courts  of 
Juftice  themfelves  in  a  body,  with  regard  Co 
the  equity  or  legality  of  a  thing,  tho'  they  do 
indeed  generally  intimate  what  the  Law  de- 
clares in  fuch  cafes,  yet  they  never  fail  adding 
at  the  clofe,  Vojfa  Magejiade  far^  o  que  for  fer^ 
wdoy  that  is.  Your  Majefty  may  aft  agreeable 
to  your  own  will  and  pleafure.  He  muft  be 
very  little  acquainted  with  Portugal,  who  knows 
not,  that  this  is  the  invariable  ftyle,  not  only 
of  every  indi\ndual  in  that  kingdom,  but  of  alt 
their  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  every  Office, 
from  the  bigheft  to  the  loweft. 

Is  this  the  language,  I  will  not  fay,  of  a  Bri- 
tlfh  Parliament,  or  of  a  BritiHi  Judge,  but  even 
of  a  Britifh  Freeholder,  of  forty  (hillings  a 
year  ?  Tho*  bribery  and  corruption,  it  muft  be 
confefTed,  have  too  often  fpread  their  baleful 
influence  among  us,  yet  fHll,  Servility  is  fb  far 
from  bring  the  charaderiflic  of  our  Nobility 
and  Gentry,  that  the  meaneft  of  the  Populace 
would  difdain  the  imputation.  Indeed  there 
)s  not  a  iingle  peribn  fo  low  among  us,  who 

may 
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may  not  claim  the  privilege  of  being  tried  by 
bis  Peer8»  in  an  open  Court,  and,  even  tho' 
guilty  of  Treafon,  is  under  no  apprehenfion  of 
l^ing  .forced,  by  fecret  racks  and  torture,  to 
acculb  him(elf>  as  many  have  been  in  Portugal, 
of  crimes  they  never  committed  *  ;  in  which 
reipedty  the  meaneft  Briton  is  a  man  of  much 
greater  importance  than  the  firfl  Duke  of  that 
Kingdom. 

.  Having  fufliciently  explained  myfelf  on  the 
firfl  article,  I  fhall  proceed,  in  m^  next,  to  the 
iecond,  and  am,  &c. 


LETTER        XVL 

SIR, 

TH  E  fecond  article  of  the  charge,  relates 
to  lewdnefs  and  debauchery.  The  Sa- 
tyrid  begins  with  the  chara<fter  of  London, 
wh^cli  is  fo  drawn  as  to  include  that  of  the 
whole  Nation.  "Is  there  a  city,  fays  be,  in 
the  known  world,  where  immoralities  are 
equally  fuffered  with  impunity  to  flalk  in  pub* 
j^c,   to  reign  without  controul,   to  flare  and 

■ 

^  The  injuAice  of  forcing  confeilions  by  torture,  became 
fb  glaring,  that  the  cuftom  was  abolifhed,  for  a  long  while, 
ill  all  the  fecular  Courts,  and  confined  only  to  the  Inv.^ni- 
fition.  There  is  a  ftriking  inftance  of  a  man,  who  accuicd 
himfelf,  on  the  rack,  of  a  crime,  whereof  the  honed  Judge, 
viho  tried  this  cruel  experiment,  purely  to  convince  the 
"King  of  its  iniquity,  knew  Wm  to  be  perfcftly  innocent. 

brow- 
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brow-beat  innocence  and  modefty  both  but  '6iF 
countenance  and  out  of  date  ?  Have  we  a  ftrcAf 
iti  this  virtuous  Metropolis  without  a  Brothel  ? 
Have  we  fcarce  a  houfe  without  a  frequenter  oF 
rfiem  ?  Have  we  not  public,  known,  and  tole- 
rated (would  it  were  no  flander  to  fay,  ctnmte^ 
hanced)  Procureffes,  fo  loft  to  fliame,  fo  ma^ 
gifiertally  fefe  from  laws  and  fears,  fo  lackered 
with  iniquity,    as  to  dare  to  write  lafcivious 
fummonfes  to  every  new-arrived  Fordgner,  to 
make  a  tender  of  Ac  ftml  commerce  of  their 
Seraglio,  and  that  with  date,  addrefs,  and  name 
at  length  ?   Don*t  we  abound  with  thefe  and 
other  fuch-like  wretches,  of  no  other  ufe  td 
the  Commonwealth,  than  that  of  making  us 
appear  to  all  our  neighbours,  a  Nation  of  mere 
Profligates  ?   And  are  they  not  fuhlicly  encw* 
raged  ?    What  are  fome  of  our  private  aflem- 
blies  but  lures  to  intrigues  ?  What  our  public 
fpedtacles  but  fchools  of  wicked'niefs  and4)b-: 
fcenity,  where  even  the  once  timidj  bafhful, 
guiltlefs  lex  are  initiated  into  the  art  of  behold-- 
ing  the  lewdeft  fcenes  unftartled  ;  nay,  to  ifere 
out  the  once  more  daring  fex  to  difcounte- 
nance  ?  Have  not  our  Theatrical  Performers  of 
liconic  lewdnefs  learnt  by  experience,  that  the 
more  fans  fapn    the  fmutty  letfture  is,    the 
thicker  is  the  throng  of  female  fcholars  ?  Are 
our  very  places  of  divine  worfhip  unpolluted 
with  oglings,   afllignations,    and  overtures  to 
private  impieties  ?  Superfluous  induftry  to  fwcll 
iniquity  I    What  need  of  privacy  or  caution^ 
where  fuch  indecencies,  debaucheries,  and  ft- 

theries 
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tberies  arc  duly  feen,  and  heard,  and  pradifed 
in  the  public  ftreets  ?  Whatever  virtuous  edu- 
cation a  watchfiil  parent  gives  his  child,  can 
the.  babe  fet  a  foot  without  the  door,  or  expofe 
its  yet  untainted  ears  at  a  window,  without  im- 
incdiate  danger  to  its  innocence  P  How  Ihall  we 
amend  the  growing  generation,  when  eternally 
befet  with  all  that  can  (irrupt  the  mind,  from 
the  vaft  inundation  of  immorality  the  Prels  is 
daily  pulung  fcvth  f  Can  we  now-a-dajrs  with 
ialkVf  truft  a  youth  with  the  le£ture  of  a  common 
News-paper  F  What  are  the  Compilers  of  foms 
of  them,  but  panders  to  Debauchees  and  Pro- 
cure0es  ?  One  wants  a  miftrels,  tips  the  Jour- 
nalift  two  (hillings  with  an  advertifement,  and 
the  mercenary  Go-between  is  not  aihamed  to 
aj^Kar  a  Pimp,  in  print,  and  barter  ibuls  for 
le4  than  hangman's  profit.  Another  ftands  in 
T\eeA  of  a  GaJJant,  and,  for  that  fame  fum,  is 
at  liberty  to  walk  a  Gazette,  more  cheaply  per* 
haps  than  ihe  could  walk  the  Strand.  One 
Qjuck,  perfuaded  that  you  arc  too  high  bred 
to  Hart  at  vice,  for  fear  of  God  and  Devil,  ap- 
prehends, nevertheleis,  you  may  itill  reliatn 
fome  awe  c£  maut  and  feme  regard  for  fetf, 
and  therefore,  to  rid  you  of  thefe  reftraints,  he 
fees  the  commode  of  a  JoumaliA,  and,  by  his 
means,  emboldens  you  in  vice,  by  telling  you» 
that  you  need  not  fear  a  Pox  or  fo,  for  he  can 
cure  you  prefently  and  privately,  with  little 
coft,  and  withput  any  trouble^  Nay,  another^ 
more  heaven-and-earth-defying,  tells  you,  that, 
if  you  are  but  courageous  enough  to  brave 
damnation. 
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damDation,  he'll  iell  you  a  Noftrum,  wherdsjr 
you  may  boldly  bid  defiance  to  the  peftildnt 
judgment,  with  which  Heaven- fcourges  impu** 
dicicy,  to  deter  men  from  it.— ^uch  are  a  part» 
and  but  a  part,  of  the  public  virtues,  which 
can  entitle  us  to  reproach  our  Portuguefe  Al* 
lies  with  immorality  ;  virtues  indeed^  fi  little 
known  in  Portugal^  that  there  is  not  a  mortal  in 
that  kingdom^  who  has  not  been  at  London^  wha ' 
would  believe  it  poj/ibky  that  fuch  could  be  the 
reigning  morals  of  Jo  civilized  a  city^  — 

Who  would  ever  have  expeded  fuch  a  lee-. 

ture  on  the  crying  fin  of  lewdnefs  from  the 

Reverend  Father  £/ — thcy  whofe  indulgencies 

to  the  calls  of  the  flefh  are  as  little  a  fecret  as 

his  vows  of  perpetual  Celibacy  ?  In  this,  not 

unlike  the  famous  Mother  Needham^  who  had 

generally  fome  pious  ejaculation  in  her  mouthy 

and  always  a  Bible  or  fFhole  Duty  of  Man  lay-- 

ing  in  her  window.     I  could  give  you  a  detail 

of  fome  of  the  chafte  ainours  of  this  zealous* 

Miflionary ;  but  as  it  would  lead  me  too  far  out 

of  my  way,  to  dwell  on  his  private  chara£ter» 

I  £hall  only  take  nodce  of  that  he  has  g^ven* 

of  the  inhabitants  of  London,  as  fet  in  oppo- 

lition  to  thofe  of  Lifbon ;  juft  obferving,  en 

pa£anty   that  the  compliment  he  pays  to  the 

former  city,  by  calling  it  a  civilized  place,  im-. 

mediately  after  charging  it  with  fuch  univerfal 

depravity  of  manners,    as  the  moft  barbarous 

people  would  bluQi  at,  appears  foqarwhat  un<- 

naiural. 

Il 
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It  Ihould  Iccm,  from  the  preceding  defcrip- 
tion  of  us,  that  the  £>evil  himfelf  could  not  be 
drawn  in  fouler  colors ;  and  yet  this,  we  are 
toid,  U  but  a  part  of  our  national  character. 
Weil  may  Foreigners,  were  they  to  form  an 
idea  of  us,  from  fo  hideous  a  pit^re,  (as  it 
Was  undoubtedly  intended  they  Owuld)  look 
on  us  with  horror,  as  a  race  of  Profligates, 
given  up  to  a  rqyrobate  fenfe,  and  ablblutely 
devoted  to  deftrufHon.  For  what  milder  doom 
can  be^I  any  people,  among  whom  fudi  ex- 
eeffive  enormities  are  not  only  fuifered  with 
impunity,  but  openly  countenanced  and  jufU- 
iied  ?  What  1  not  fo  much  as  a  Jingle- ftrect, 
without  a  known  Brothel,  where  all  kinds  of 
lewdnefs  are  glaringly  pradil'ed  !  Scarce  a  fin- 

thouie  without  a  frequenter  of  them  !  Ves, 
^is  pattern  of  uniullied  purity,  whole 
righteous  foul,  like  that  of  another  Lot,  is 
daily  grieved  at  the  abomiiutions  of  thofe  he 
dwells  among  ;  the  inhabitants  of  London  are 
£>  abandoned  to  lewdne&,  that  thofe  of  Lifbon, 
compared  to  fuch  monilcrb,  may  paft  for  An- 
gels incarnate :  They  fcorn  to  put  on  fo  much 
as  an  outward  Hiew  of  modeAy,  and  glory  in 
nothing  but  their  Ihame.  In  a  word,  they  an 
ako^etier  become  abomituible  j  there  is  ttot  one  that 
doth  Good,  no,  not  one. 

London,  ic  muft  be  owned,  like  other  great 
cities,  too  much  abounds  with  vice  of  every 
kind,  for  which  we  are  indebted,  in  great  mea- 
fure,  to  the  wicked  artifices  of  Popifli  PneAs, 
who  do  their  utmoA  to  perplex  we  people's 
4  minds 
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tfimds  with  falfe  notions  of  Religion,  and  there- 
by corrupt  their  principles  and  debauch  their 
morals  ;  yet  ftill,  notwithftanding  its  degene* . 
racy,  there  are  perhaps  more  inftanccs  of  folid 
piety  and  every  truly  chrlftian  virtue,  to  be 
found  in  it,  than  in  all  the  Popifh  Cities  of  Eu- 
rope put  together.  What  place  can  be  named, 
where  the  laws,  the  cuftoms,  the  public  infti* 
tutions  *,  and  natural  bias  of  the  people,  fliew 
vice  lefs  countenance  ?  To  give  London  there- 
fore fo  vile  a  charadter,  and  this  in  contrafl  to 
fuch  a  City  as  Lifbon,  which  was  never  reputed 
over  delicate  in  point  of  chaftity,  would  be  ut- 
terly unaccountable,  were  we  not  acquainted 
with  the  Satyrift's  modve,  and  to  what  end  ic 
was  drawn  4 

With  regard  to  ProcureJfeSj  is  there  a  City 
on  earth,  where  both  the  name  and  office  are 
more  generally  detefled  than  in  this  Metropo- 
lis ?  And  even  fuppofing  fbme  of  thefe  infernal 
Hags  {hould  be  connived  at  by  an  inferior  Ma- 

*  To  (ay  nothing  of  the  Societies  for  reformation  of 
manners,  eftablifherl  in  feveral  parts  of  this  Capital,  and 
the  many  profccutions  carried  on,  at  the  expcncc  of  private 
perfonSy  to  check  lewdnefs  and  immorality,  I  fliall  juft 
mention  the  two  late  pious  and  charitable  inftitutions,  one 
of  which  is  calculated  to  bring  back  fuch  as  have  gone 
aftray,  into  the  paths  of  virtue,  the  other  to  prevent  the 
ruin  of  thofe  who  have  not  yet  been  corrupted  with  vice. 
I  mean  the  Magdalen  Hojpital  for  penitent  ProAitutes,  and 
the  Afyhan  for  dc&rted  Girls.  Thefe  finglc  inftances  re« 
fle£l  as  much  honor  on  the  city,  by  whofe  benevolence 
they  are  fupported,  as  on  the  worthy  Gentlemen  who  laid 
the  plan,  and  fuffidently  confute  the  calumnies  of  this  im- 
podeot  HiriliBg. 

Q_  giftrate. 
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fiftrate,  as  wicked  as  themfelves,  would  this 
3ve  any  influence  on  a  Grand  Jury,  when  in- 
formed of  fuch  a  nuifahce,  as  it  always  is> 
when  difcovered  by  the  neighbourhood,  of 
fcreen  them  from  the  rigor  of  the  Laws  ?  If  to 
be  iniprifoned,  fined,  whipt  at  the  carl's  taily 
and  expofed  in  the  Pillory  to  the  indignation  o^ 
the  populace,  are  marks  o(  public  favor  and  ■ 
countenance,  which  they  never  fail  meeting  with 
here,  when  legally  conviflcd,  it  muft  be  own- 
ed, th^y  do  not  meet  wi^  fuch  kind  of  favor 
and  countenance  in  Lifbon. 

J  make  no  doubt  but  our  pious  Miffionary^ 
notwithdanding  he  has  fomewhat  exaggerated^ 
yet,  conlidering  the  m&ny  circuits  he  has  made 
round  this  wicked  Metropolis,  may  be  pretty 
well  acquainted  with  the  number  of  its  Bro- 
thels, fbme  of  which,  if  &fne  fpeaks  truth>  he 
has  paid  frequent  vifits  to,  for  a  very  different 
purpole  than  that  of  converting  fouls  }  unlefs 
perhaps,  (which  is  jio  uncommon  thing  in  men- 
of  his  cloth)  he  carried  on  the  work  both  of 
flelh  and  fpirit  at  once.  For  my  ovm  part,  thp" 
I  cannot  pretend  to  afcartam  the  number  of 
Lilbon-Bfothels,  and  much  left  to  afikm^  that 
there  is  a  kuown  and  public  one  ia  every  Areet* 
the  Satyrift  himfelf,  with  all  his  power  of  Fry* 
Sir's  Face,  will  fcarce  have  the  confidence  to 
deny,  that  diere  are  a  few  of  thcfe  chafte  Se- 
minaries to  be  found  in  it.  The  truth  is,  Pro- 
curefies  niake  as  refpefhbte  a  figure,  and  you 
may  there  find  at  leaft  as  good  ftore  of  them, 
«&  in  any  other  city  ia  the  world,  aad  itich  in- 
deed 


dndEngliJh  compared.  lij^ 

deed  afi  are  not  eafily  to  be  met  with  any  where 
elfc,    except  at  Venice  j    I  mean  thofc  good  ^ 
women,  who  make  a  trade  of  letting  out  their 
own  Daughters  5    in  v-'hich  charitable  Com- 
merce,   Natives   as  well  as  Foreigners  expe- 
rience, that,  as  no  caution  or  fecrecy  is  ufcd  on 
the  one  fide,  fo  none  is  required  on  the  other. 
I  might  inftance  in  this  place,  without  much 
digrefling  from  the  fubjeft,  the  Licenfed  Pro* 
flitutes  of  Rome,  who  pay  no  inconliderable 
tax  to  his  Holinefs  9  but  at  prefent  (hall  confine 
Hiyfelf  to  thofe  of  Lifbon.     Let  me  afk  this 
ftcm  Ccnfor,  whether  we  have  any  ftreet  in 
London^  like  the  Rua  Suja  *  of  Lifbon,  fo  de- 
nominated,  not  fo  much  from  the  heaps  o£ 
filth  wherewith  it  is  always  overfpread,  as  from 
the  fhamelefs  creatures  dwelling  in  it,  who  are 
Wont  to  plant  themfelvcs  at  their  doors  and 
windows,  not  only  making  tlie  lewdefl  figns 
and  gefhircs,  (one  of  which  is  that  of  lolling 
out  the  tonguej  but  inviting  in  every  pafTenger^ 
in  the  broadelt  terms,  and  this  even  at  noon- 
day.    I  mufl,  however,  do  this  reputable  flrect 
the  jufHce  to  own,  that  I  do  not  believe,  there  . 
is  a  fingle  Procurefs  in  it;     But  whv  ?  becaufe 
its  inmates,  like  thofe  of  many  other  ftrects  in 
that  chafte  City,  know  well  eiiough  how  to  be 
their  own  Procurefles.     Ceitainly  no  Females 
in  the  world  come  quicker  to  the  point  than 
thoie  of  Lifbon :  I  fpeak  here  not  only  of  the 
common  Proflitutes ;  but  of  fuch  alfo  as  cannot 

""  The  dirty  Street.  :    ^^ 
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expofc  themfelves  fo  publicly ;  for  tho'  tfiefe 
have  not  the  fame  opportunity  with  our  Ladies* 
of  pleafure,  of  conveying  their  amorous  inclina- 
tions by  the  vehicle  of  a  News-paper,  yet,  for 
writing  lafcivious  Billets-Soux,  and  fending  in- 
timations of  their  readinefs  to  grant  the  dernier 
favour^  they  are  not  to  be  parallelled  by  any 
upon  earth. 

To  convince  you  that  thofe,  who  carry  on 
aft  open  commerce  of  lewdnefs,  have  no  reafon 
to  complain  of  being  ill-treated,  or  even  dif- 
countenanced,  it  will  be  fufficient  juft  to  men- 
tion, that,  when  an  officer  goes  to  mahc  a 
fearch  in  any  of  their  houfes,  which  fometimes 
happens,  in  cafe  of  noife  or  riot,  he  lays  hold 
on  none  but  the  Gallants  j  for,  as  to  the  Temp- 
trcfles,  inftead  of  meeting  with  any  affi-ont, 
they  are  treated  very  courteoufly,  carrying  on  a? 
frade  they  are  known  to  make  a  profeffion  of^ 
without  the  leaft  referve  or  fear  of  juftice^ 
How  frequent  was  it  to  fee  them  expofing 
their  perfons,  as  it  were,  to  public  fale,  in  the 
Rua  Nova^  where  foreign  Merchants  held  their 
aflemblies  ?  Was  any  thing  of  this  kind  ever 
feen  on  the  Royal  Exx:hangc  ?  Our  moft  aban- 
doned Street-walkers  never  make  their  appear- 
ance, but  in  the  obfcurity  of  the  night. 

If  fome  of  our  private  aflemblies  are  lures  to 
intrigues,  is  not  their  very  privacy  a  mark  of 
fome  fliame  at  leait,  and  a  plain  proof  that  the 
intrigues  there  carried  on,  arc  not  openly  coun- 
tenanced ?  As  to  the  private  affemblies  of  Lif- 
bon,  the  name  they  generally  went  by,  is  fo 

harfli- 
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Jiarfh-ibunding,  that  decency  forbids  me  to 
mention  it ;  nay,  the  very  pofturcs  there  com- 
monly ufed  in  their  dancing,  are,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, too  obfcene  to  be  exprefled.  As  to 
their  public  Spedtacles,  I  knew  of  none,  whillt 
I  refided  in  that  city,  but  their  BuU-feafts,  a 
moft  inhuman  divcrfion,  and  fuch  as  turned 
Reli^on  into  a  Puppet-fliew  *.  Of  thefe  lat- 
ter, I  was  prefent  at  one,  which  made  up  great 
part  of  the  folemnity  of  Good  Friday.  Among 
other  edifying  fcenes,  fuitabic  to  the  occalion, 
there  was,  I  remember,  a  Cobler's  boy  rcprc- 
fenting  Mary  Magdajen;  he  was  well  patched 
and  painted,  with  a  kind  of  lappet  head-drefs 
on,  and  a  fwinging  hoop-peticoat,  and  gravely 
marched  behind  our  blcfl'ed  Lady,  who  made 
a  much  lefs  gaudy  appearance.  The  people 
feemed  moft  wonderfully  delighted  with  the 
whole  proceflion ;  yet,  amidft  all  their  devo- 
tion, committed  greater  indecencies  than  were 
ever  feen  at  our  Bear-Gardens. 

With  regard  to  our  Theatrical  Entertain-* 
ments,  which  feem  to  be  chiefly  refledled  on, 
I  ihall  fay  no  more  in  their  vindication,  tiian 
that  they  afford  a  rational  and  mLUily  plcaliire, 
and  are,  for  the  moft  part,  i'ucli  as  liic  i'cvereft 
virtue  can  take  no  offence  at  \  which  i  >  inorc 
than  can  be  faid  of  the  bcft  of  their  nroccillons, 
and  fuch-like  entertainments  in  Lifnon,  which 

•  A  fine  Opera-houfc  had  bocn  crcftod,  a  II rile  ^  fore 
the  earthquake  ;  but  part  of  tl\is  bci:?^;  thnAvn  uown,  tlio 
remainder  is  now  converted  to  a  comui^^n  Jail. 
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pre  not  only  childilh  and  ridiculons,  but  an  afr 
front  to  Religion,  and  have  an  evident  tendency 
to  corrupt  the  people's  morals.  Let  me  farther 
add,  that,  if  the  Britifh  Ladies  affift  at  fuch 
fpe^acles,  and  are  indulged  in  greater  liberties 
than  thofe  of  Portugal,  this  is  the  very  reafon 
why  they  are  more  virtuous  j  for,  as  to  the 
fharafter  given  of  them  by  fuch  an  impudent 
Hireling  as  Father  Bl — the,  who  feems  to  have 
Jiad  no  intercourfe  but  wth  the  outcafts  and 
refufe  of  the  fex,  it  would  be  doing  them  the 
higheft  indignity,  to  offer  to  refute  it.  We 
leave  them  to  be  guardians  of  their  own  honor, 
as  evcr\'  woman  muft  and  ought  to  be ;  and 
that  innocence,  which  the  others  perhaps  owe 
to  the  reflraint  of  fpies,  locks,  bars,  and  bolts, 
(he  natives  of  this  land  of  liberty  owe  to  a  juft 
fenfe  of  their  duty. 

If  our  Theatres,  or  whatfoevfcr  place  of  pub- 
lic or  private  refort  hinted  at,  are  nothing  but 
fchools  of  Icwdnefs,  what  name  fhall  we  give 
to  thofe  Seminaries  of  pious  education,  whereof 
the  Jefuits  had  the  fole  direftion,  till  the  late 
royal  cdidt,  wherein,  among  other  virtuous 
maxims,  under  the  fpecious  title  of  Moral  Di^ 
vimfy,  the  youth  of  Portugal  were  daily  in- 
ftruftcd  in  the  Theory  at  leafl,  if  not  the  prac- 
tice, of  the  viteft  impurities  !  Thofe  laconic 
i^ro/r/or/ of  Lewdnefs  explained  things  indeed 
Jans  fii^n,  and  the  lefibns  they  taught  on  fuch 
fubjedts,  at  the  mention  of  which  our  very  Li- 
bertines would  blufh,  muft,  no  doubt,  won- 
(igrfully  conduce  to  infpire  their  Pupils  with  the 

love 
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love  of  chaftity,  efpecially  in  a  country,  where 
the  warmth  of  the  climate  confpircs  with  that 
of  the  conftitution,  to  put  the  pafiions  in  a  per- 
petual ferment, 

I  fhall  mention  but  one  of  their  maxims  on 
this  head  -,  and  even  this  I  muft  beg  to  be  ex- 
cufed    from   defiling  our  language   with   the 
traqflation  of  *.     You  will  find,  on  infpeding 
the  quotation  fubjoined,  tliat  the  expedient  pro- 
pofed  by  thcfe  Moral  Divines,  the  moft  learned 
and  reipedtable  of  their  Order,  for  getting  rid 
of  carnal  temptations,  is  of  a  very  different  Na- 
ture from  that  advifcd  by  the  Titular  Bifhop  ; 
and  indeed,  it  is  too  fad  a  truth,  that  the  unna*- 
tural  pra<5tice  here  recommended,  is  not  looked 
upon  with  horror  by  the  people  of  that  country, 
nor  accounted  any  diing  Ilrange  in  the  Mona- 
ftcries  of  either  fex,    particularly  in  thofe  of 
the  Monks  and  Fryars,  where  it  is  frequently 
attended  with  fuch  ihamelefs  circumftances,  as 
add  double  guilt  to  that  abominable  fin»   for 
which  the  Lord  flew  Own  -f. 

In  fhort,  the  ftories  which  this  vile  pradice 
has  given  rife  to,  are  made  no  iccret  of  by  the 
Natives,  numbers  of  whom  make  little  fcruplc 
of  thus  indulging  their  paffions,  and  are  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  Jefuits  with  arguments  enough  to 
quiet  their  confciences,  provided  the  fijigle  cir- 

*  Si  quis  denderat  Pollutioncm,  ob  bonum  flnvin,  Tiili- 
cct,  faDitatcm,  vel  ad  Icvandu"?  carnis  icntutioi-.s,  non  dl 
peccatum.  Telet.  Lib.  5.  c.  3.  n.  4.  K!».m  do:ciic  Sn, 
Efcobap,  Sanchez,  Vafqaez,  Lcllius,  cc» 

t  Gdcfis  chap.  38.  V.  9. 
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cumftance  be  wanting,  wheran,  accMding  to 
thefe  Cafuiftica!  Doctors,  confifts  the  chief  ma-^ 
Jignity  of  that  horrid  fin  which  brought  down 
fire  from  Heaven.  But  to  dwell  no  longer  on 
fo  loathfome  a  fubjeft,  I  fhali  conclude  with 
one  ihort  remark,  which  eveiy  ftranger,  I  be- 
lieve, who  has  refided  any  time  in  Lifbon,  will 
confirm,  to  wit,  that  a  Portuguefe  Lad,  whe- 
ther it  be  owing  to  his  manner  of  education, 
to  evil  example,  or  his  natural  dlfpofition,  is, 
generally  ipeaking,  riper  in  vice  at  ten  year? 
old,  than  moft  Engliih  Lads  at  twenty. 

Immodefty,  we  are  told,  reigns  among  us 
with  fuch  unbridled  fway,  that  even  our  public 
places  of  worfhip  are  not  wholly  unpolluted. 
Whether  this  charge  has  any  foundation,  can 
be  known  to  none  but  the  all-fearching  eye  of 
Heaven  ;  for,  as  to  external  indecency,  'tis  lb 
unufuat  in  fuch  places,  that  even  a  vifibie  levi^ 
or  inattention  in  any  perlbn,  almoft  always 
gives  offence  to  the  reft  of  the  congregation. 
In  our  churches  there  appears  at  leaft  a  grave 
and  ferious  deportment.  I  heartily  wifh,  I 
could  fay  the  fame  of  thofe  in  Portugal,  wherein 
nothing  is  fo  frequent,  as  to  convcrfe,  even 
whilft  on  their  knees,  at  thp  celebration  of 
Mafs,  not  only  about  News  and  their  Ordinary 
bufincfs,  but  to  lay  the  plan  of  lewd  intrigues, 
3nd  making  aflignations.  All  the  world  knows, 
that  a  Portuguefe,  furnilhed  with  a  long  ftring 
pf  Beads,  can  fay  his  prayers,  and  ftrike  a  bar- 
g^n  at  the  ^me  time.    This  holy  implement. 
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or  artificial  help  to  devotion,  is  part  of  thdr 
dreis,  and,  whatever  affair  they  are  engaged 
in,  whether  facred  or  profane,  you  fhall  feldotn 
fee  them  without  it,  either  at  home  or  abroad* 
Cuflom  has  made  it  fo  neceiTary,  and  the  uie 
of  it  is  carried  fo  far,  that,  I  Iblemnly  affurc 
you,  on  the  credit  of  fevcrai  Gentlemen  of 
known  veracity,  that  'tis  no  uncommon  thing 
for  the  Proftitutes  of  Lilbon  to  be  repeating  ^^ 
Marias  and  Pater  Nofters  on  it,  at  the  very  in* 
ftant  they  are  in  ipfofaBo  with  their  Gallants  *• 
This  I  can  aver  on  my  own  knowlege,  that  I 
never  faw  one  of  thefe  Filles  dejoie  in  the  ftrect, 
or  at  a  window,  without  her  ftrlng  of  Beads  and 
Crucifix,  whereon  fhe  was  mumbling  her 
prayers.  Our  London  Street-walkers,  to  their 
(hame  be  it  fpoken,  are  not  quite  fo  religious. 
Though tlefs  ftupid  creatures  !  fo  totally  im*- 
merfed  in  lewdnefs,  as  not  to  know  how  to 
join  the  work  of  God  and  the  Devil  together  I 
To  fay  all  in  one  word,  as  it  muft  be  acknow<- 
leged,  that  there  are  no  places  of  worfhip  in 
the  habitable  globe,  where  the  Almighty  is 
treated  with  fo  much  outward  pomp  and  cerc- 

♦  Thofe,  who  have  been  any  time  in  Lifbon,  muft  have 
heard  the  .ftory  of  an  Englifli  young  Man,  who,  having 
been  allured  into  the  houfe  of  one  of  thefe  religious  Profti- 
tutes, and  obfcrving  her  fo  extremely  devout,  amidft  her 
impudent  words  and  gefturcs,  conceived  fuch  indignation 
at  it,  that  he  gave  her  a  box  on  the  ear,  and  immediately 
left  the  place,  afking  her,  as  he  went  out,  how  ftie  dared 
to  talk  fo  much  of  God,  when  ihe  was  going  about  the 
wprk  of  the  Devil. 

mony, 
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mony,  fo  there  are  none,  where  he  is  treated 
with  fo  little  reverence,  as  in  Portugal.  Indeed 
I  have  always  obfervcd,  that,  in  thofe  Popifli 
Countries,  where  lewdnefs  and  debauchery 
jnofi  abound,  their  Churches  arc  nioft  splen- 
didly decorated,  the  images  more  finely  cloath- 
ed,  and  more  pilgrimages  made  to  them,  more 
Mafles  are  faid,  more  Rofaries  £ung,  and  their 
Proccflions  more  frequent  and  expenfive  j  by 
all  which,  one  would  imagine,  they  intend  to 
bribe  God,  as  it  were,  to  connive  at  their  im- 
moralities. 

It  is  not  long  ago  fince  the  grates  of  moft 
Nunneries,  in  and  about  Liibon,  were  the  con- 
.  ilant  rendezvous  of  the  idle  and  difTolute,  at 
which  the  converfation  of  the  licikd  Virgins 
wholly  turned  on  fuch  topics,  as  fcrved  to  cx- 
^  icite  the  flames  of  luA  in  their  inamoratos  ;  in 
this,  far  more  criminal  than  our  common  Pro- 
ftitutes,  who  have  made  no  vows  of  chaftity, 
.  nor  pretend  to  any  Religion.  On  thefe  occa- 
fions,  the  moft  pafiionate  Billets-doux  were 
continually  pafllng  to-and-fro,  fraught  with 
double  entendres,  and  every  lafcivious  expref- 
fion  which  the  wantoneft  imagination  could 
fiiggcft,  fuch  as  would  make  even  thofe  in  tiie 
Memoirs  of  a  woman  of  quality  appear  cold  and 
languid.  And,  to  fet  a  good  example  to  his 
fubjedts,  the  King  himfelf  (John  V.)  kept  one 
of  thefe  confecrated  VeAals  as  a  Millrefs,  and 
went  in  publicly  to  her,  in  tlie  face  of  the 
Whoie  ci^,  baring  built  ati  apartment  for  this 
purpofe, 
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purpofe,  adjoining  to  the  Nunnery  *.  How- 
ever, as  the  cuftom  I  am  fpeaking  of»  gave 
infinite  fcandal  to  all  ferious  people,  his  Ma^ 
jeily  could  do  no  lefs  than  put  Ibme  flop  to  it ; 
and,  in  order  to  terrify  future  delinquents,  he 
pafl'ed  the  famous  edift,  entitled,  Contra  Frei-- 
t'aticosj  7.  e.  againft  fuch  as  cany  on  illicit 
amours  with  Nuns  ;  in  coniequeiKC  of  which, 
ieveral  perfons  were  apprehended,  and,  among 
the  reft,  one  of  the  Britifh  Faftory,  who  nar- 
rowly cfcaped  being  involved  in  the  profecu* 
tion.  For  the  truth  of  what  I  have  here  re» 
lated,  I  appeal  to  the  very  perfon  himfelf,  who 
is  ftill  living  at  Lifbon. 

I  fhall  produce  one  more  infbnce,  equally 
ilriking  and  equally  notorious,  to  Ihew  how 
much  Religion  and  Lewdnefs  go  hand-in-hand 
in  that  Catholic  city.  The  Satyrift,  who  feem8 
to  be  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  cuftoms  and 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  can  fcarce  have 
•forgot  the  old  cuftom,  which  fubfifted  till 
iwithin  tour  or  five  yeai;s  betbre  the  earthquake, 
namely,  that  of  keeping  the  Churches  open, 
during  the  whole  night  preceding  Good  Fri- 
jday.  As  he  mufl  remember  this  religious  cuf- 
tom, he  may  perhaps  recoiled  the  reafon  of 
the  faid  Churches  being  now  fhut  up  at  that 
time  :  ihould  his  memory  fail  him,  I  fhall  take 
the  liberty  of  rubbing  it  up.  The  cafe,  in 
few  words,  flands  thus  :  Cardinal  Pereira,  the 

*  I  (hould  not  have  mentioned  a  faSi,  which  doei  fo 
fittle  honor  to  that  Prince's  memory,  were  it  not  as  noto- 
rious^ as  that  be  reigaed  in  Portugal. 

firft 
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■  iirft  Patriarch  of  Lifbon,  had  been  well  m- 
fcrmed,  that,  on  this  iblemn  night,  the  Eve 
of  Chrill's  pailion,  more  lewdnefs  and  filtheries 
were  committed,  under  pretence  of  going  from 
church  to  church,  to  vifit  the  Holy  Sepulchres, 
than  on  any  other  night  in  the  year.  This  ap- 
peared, with  inconteftable  evidence,  not  only 
ftom  the  numberlefs  indecencies  detefted  on 
the  fpot,  at  this  time  of  puttie  penitence  and 
devotion,  but  more  elpecially  from  the  vifible 
effe^  nine  months  after,  that  is  to  fay,  from 
the  vail  increafe  of  Foundling  Children,  then 
•  put  into  the  wheel  of  the  Hofpital,  whofe  ages 
plainly  difcovered,  that  they  were  begotten  in 
the  Holy  fFeek.  This  profanation  of  Religion 
it  was,  which  induced  me  Patriarch  to  aboliih 
thofe  no<^rnal  vilits  to  Churches,  wherein 
none  are  fufiered  to  remain  at  prefent,  but  the 
Priefts  ^pointed  to  chant  the  Offices  *.  No 
Portuguefe  makes  the  leaft  fcrupic  of  giving 
diis  as  the  fole  motive  of  the  prefent  prohibi- 
tion i  and,  no  doubt,  tjie  fcandal  muft  have 
rifen  to  a  moA  enormous  height,  to  occaiioii 
the  abolition  of  a  cuftom,  which  had  continued 
from  time  immemorial. 

I  could  mention  here  fome  well-known 
fa£is,  relating  to  the  Sacerdotal  Order  itfelf, 
which  too  plainly  evince,  that  even  Priefts  and 
Spiritual  Diredors  are  not  wholly  unpolluted 

•  Fra  Paolo  takes  notice,  in  his  23d  letter,  that,  in  his 
time,  the  churches  <^  Venice  were  ordered  to  be  fhnt  up, 
oa  the  Eve  of  this  great  Vaj,  to  prevent  the  horrid  lewd- 
|idlb  tberem  ooaumttBd. 

with 
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with  thofe  crimes  they  pietend  to  correft  in 
others.  But  having  trelpafled  fo  much  on  your* 
patience  already,  I  fliali  add  no  more  on  this 
head,  than  that  every  reafonable  perfbn  muft 
be  convinced  from  wliat  has  been  faid,  that, 
however  our  places  of  worfliip  may  be  pro- 
faned, neither  the  Monafteries  nor  Churches  of 
Lifbon  are  fuch  manfions  of  purity  as  the  Sa- 
tyrift  endeavours  to  infinuate. 

How  pleafant  is  it  to  hear  this  indignant  M if- 
fionary  fo  vehemently  exclaiming  againft  the 
indecency  of  certain  Advertifements,    which 
have  now  and  then  been  inferted  in  our  News- 
papers, and  were  never  underftood,  by  any  one 
of  common  fcnfe,  but  as  mere  pieces  of  drol- 
lery.    As  to  our  poor  Quacks,  whom  he  fo 
unmercifully  fcourges,  in  the  true  canting  flrain 
of  a  Methodift,  who,  whatever  the  fubjedt  be, 
is  perpetually  thundering  out  Hell  and  Damna- 
tion, what  occafion  have  they  given  for  all  this 
impertinent  rant  ?  Why,  it  feems,  they  arc  fo 
heaven-and-eartb-defyingy  as  to  pretend  to  in- 
fallible Noftrums  tor  curing  the  venereal  dit- 
eaie,  which  he  thinks  a  moft  crying  fhamc  ta 
be  fuftcred  in  a  Proteftant  Country.     For  my 
part,  as  fcandalous  as  this  permiflion  may  feem, 
I  cannot  conceive  why  it  (hould  raife  fuch  an 
outcry  in  tlie  chafte  Father  Bl^—thcy  unlefs  he 
himfelf  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  thofe  Pre- 
tenders, and  ftill  feels  the  effefts  of  their  un- 
fkilful  management ;   which  indeed  he  znudl 
have  had  extraordinary  luck  in  cfcapinv 
was  not  miraculoudy  prcferved  from  io 
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by  the  powoful  interceilion  of  St.  Flocrim  *j 
ftut,  not  to  make  too  free  with  the  charafter 
of  one,  who  has  made  {b  tree  with  that  of 
odiers,  let  me  ferioufly  aflc  this  honeft  Gentle-- 
man,  whether  there  are  no  Qjacks  in  Liibon^ 
who  pretend  to  the  £une  infallible  Nolbums  as 
oan,  without  giving  any  fcandal }  and  whether 
the  fcourge  of  impudichy  is  Icfs  dreaded  there 
than  here.  I  know  not  what  anfwer  he  may 
TCtura  to  fudi  a  qucilion ;  but  this  I  can  aver 
ftom  my  own  experience,  that,  as  I  never  yet 
&w  an  EngliHiman,  who  was  not  afliamed  of 
being  diought  to  have  this  taint  on  him,  and 
did  not  endeavour  to  conceal  it,  as  much  as 

rOibte  from  the  knowlege  of  others  ;  fo  have 
never  yet  feen  a  Portuguefe,  who  did  not 
!^)eak  of  his  Ga//ic9,  i.  e.  the  Pox,  with  as 
modi  jndifierencc  as  we  do  of  the  fcratch  of  a 
pin.  I  could  never  obferve,  that  even  PrtelU 
and  Fryars  were  vaatt  referved  on  this  fubjeft, 
dion  the  profane  Laity. 

Indeed  nine  tenths  of  the  nation  are  feldotii 
or  ever  free  from  this  fafliionable  diAemper  3 
the  generality  of  all  ruiks  and  degrees  are  bom 

.  *  I  bcfiew.  It  imvAA  pozxle  a  good  Hilbrian  to  id!  us^ 

Is  vhat  age  or  coiliitrj  this  Saint  lived,  or  whether  lu  hsd 
an;  ciufteoce  at  all ;  however,  his  office,  which  k  the  main 
point,  confifts  in  preventing  or  coring  the  Pox,  as  that  of* 
8t.  Roch,  bi  curing  the  league,  of  St.  Venifa,  the  Grten* 
fiduteft,  of  St.  Apolloaia,  the  Tooth-ach,  and  of  St.  An-t 
thoay,  tbs  neaflcs  in  hogs.  For  it  is  to  be  noted,  aad 
-wdl  worth  ootiiig  it  is,  especially  by  Catholics,  that  thtra 
it  &  pecvlhr  Sa^t  *ppmited  for  every  difotder  both  of 
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with  it,  and  (o  far  from  looking  on  the  virulent 
taint  as  a  troublefome  companion,  that,  when  ^ 
half-cured,  they  take  care  to  contraft  a  fre(h 
infedion,  and  thus  go  on  to  their  lives'. end, 
entailing  the  blefling  on  their  pofterity,  who 
proceed  in  the  fame  qianner.  They  find,  it 
feldom  produces  the  fame  fatal  efFedls,  at  leaft 
not  fo  rapidly,  as  in  thefe  cold  Northern  cli- 
mates, and  therefore  give  themfelvcs  little  con- 
cern about  it.  However,  to  guard  againft  the 
worft,  public  notice  is  given,  at  proper  feafons, 
when  every  one,  who  pleafes,  may  go  to  the 
hoipital,  and  be  falivated  gratis.  But  this,  by, 
no  means,  is  to  be  underftood  as  the  leafl  en- 
couragement to  debauchery,  in  that  Catholic 
city.  To  conclude  the  prelent  fubjed:,  I  fliall 
juft  take  notice  of  a  fad  which  can  be  con-« 
firmed  by  thoufands.  When  I  expreffed  my 
'furprize  to  fome  Phyficians  of  the  country,  at 
the  prodigious  number  of  blind  and  wcak- 
fighted  people,  which  Lifbon  is  known  tq 
abound  with,  more  than  any  two  great  cities 
in  Europe,  the  anfwer  they  gave  me  was,  thai; 
this  was  chiefly  owing  to  immoderate  Venery.  . 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  perfuaded  you  will 
agree  with  me«  that  the  vices  charged  on  us, 
are  not  fo  entirely  unknown  in  Portugal,  that 
the  natives  need  come  hither  to  leam  them  i 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  feem  to  be  fuch  ex- 
cellent proficients  in  every  kind  of  Lewdnefe, 
as  to  be  able  to  give  lefibns  to  their  neighbours. 

In  my  next  1  (hall  proceed  to  the  third  and. 
laft  article,  and  am,  (Sc.  qlMl^SUf^ 

If 
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LETTER        X.VII. 

SIR, 

THE  laft  Item  in  the  black  roll  produced 
againft  us,  relates  to  Murder  and  Affaf-' 
fination,  which  is  drawn  up  in  the  following: 
terms.  "  Murdei"  indeed,  fays  the  Satyrift,> 
thanks  to  Hecoen^  is  not  a  national  crime  with 
US)  neither  is  it  fo  with  Portugal,  that  I  know^ 
The  Afylum  in  Churches  there,  is  only  for  ac- 
cidents of  Man-flaughter ;  for  tho'  deliberate 
Murderers  may  attempt  to  enjoy  the  privilege,, 
they  are  ever  taken  from  thence,  the  faSs  be- 
ing proved,  and  executed,  as  often  as  it  ^hap- 
pens. Tho\  to  ilo  jurtice  to  that  country, 
ipite  of  what  malice  may  afTert,  the  cafe  but 
fcldom  happens.  During  two  years  I  lived  at 
LiJbcHj  not  a  jingle  a6l  of  blood-Jked^  much  lefs 
a  murder^  happened  there ^  nor  had  for  feveral. 
years  before^  as  many  Gentlemen  of  the  Factory, 
affurcd  me ;  andy  upon  the  whole y  I  believe,  it. 
will  be  no  exaggeration  to  fay,  tljat  more'of  thefe 
unhappy  fatalities  fall  out  in  this  kingdom,  in  one 
year,  than  Portugal  can  reckon  up  in  feven,  if 
we  may  at  all  believe  mr  News  and  Sejions  Pa- 
pers, or  if  we  believe  our  own  fenfes. Not  a 

month,  not  a  week  rolls  over  our  heads,  in 
which  we  are  not  (hocked  witli  the  tragic  de- 
tail of  ibme  recent  aHadi  nation  from  fome  quar-i- 
ter  or  other  of  the  Britifh  Dominions,    nay, 
piany   times^    with    complicated   Barbautics. 

And 
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Andy  oh !  how  horrible  thefe  butcheries !  Thtf 
fwift  difpatching  dagger,  piftol,  knife,  and  club, 
fecm  leis  in  vogue  with  modern  cruelty,  than 
flow-confuiping  and  flow-torturing  poilbn,;;;c'rf- 
hf  becau^  this  is  mofi  barbarous.  Now,  for 
man  or  wife  to  kill  the  other,  jfbr  fervants  to 
deftx}^^  their  mafters,  children  their  parents, 
aqd  iriends  their  bofbm*friends,  is  icarce  a  no- 
veky  in  England  ;  infomuch  that  the  tender* 
hearted  Britannia,  who  heretofore  was  wont 
to  ihudder  with  horror  at  the  found  of  Homi- 
cide, of  late  icarce  ftartles  at  the  more  infernal 
founds  of  Fratricide,  Sponcidb,  Filicide^  Pori- 
cide,  and  even  of  Suicide." 

With  regard  to  this  part  of  our  charadter,  it 
fnay  be  observed,  that  the  Satyrift  has  not  va- 
ried his  plan ;  for,  as  in  the  preamble  to  the 
two  former  articles,  we  are  complimented  with 
ibme  good  qualities,  and  immediately  defcribed 
as  a  pack  of  Thieves  and  Profligates  ;  fo  in  the 
preient,  after  his  returning  thanks  to  Heaven, 
th^  Murder  is  not  a  national  crime  with  us, 
we  are  inflantly  reprefeot^d  as  a  crew  of  Aflai^ 
iins  and  Cut-throats. 

Many,  I  apprehend,  will  join  with  me  in 
opinion,  that,  however  natural  the  pidure 
drawn  of  us  may  appear,  that  which  this  Hire- 
ling has  drawn  of  onx  good  Friends  and  yUlies^ 
is  fo  very  unlike  the  original,  that  none  but 
Portuguefe  can  perceive  the  leafl  refemblance. 
How  mortifying  muft  it  be  to  our  national 
Pride,  to  be  told  at  lafl  by  one  of  our  own 
cx)untiyn\w,  in  fo  public  a  manner,  that  thofo 
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virtues  of  mercy  and  humanity,  .  wliich  oirr 
mod  inveterate  enemies  have  hitherto  allowed 
us,  and,  we  flattered  ourfelves,  were  the  moft 
diflingui(hing  part  of  our  charafter,  have  beea 
totally  banifhed  firom  this  climate,  and  taken 
tip  their  abode  in  Portugal,  where  few,  I  be- 
lieve, would  ever  have  expeded  to  find  them ! 

Whether  Murder  be  a  national  crime,  either 
in  England  or  Pprtiigal,  is  a  point  I  ihall  not 
fake  upon  me  to  difcufs  i  but  this  may  be  con- 
fidently aflerted,  that,  as  all  our  popular  cuftoins 
and  laws  feem  to  clear  the  former  of  this  heavy 
charge,  fo  a  thoufand  glaring  circumftances 
give  too  much  room  to  believe  io  of  the  lat- 
tcr.  The  Satyrift  himfelf  allows,  that  their 
churches  and  monafleries  ferve  as  Sandhiaries^ 
Tiot  only  in  cafes  of  man-llaughter,  but  that 
even  deliberate  Murderers  afltually  enjoy  the 
fame  privilege,  till  they  are  taken  from  thence^ 
which,  according  to  his  account,  is  not  to  be 
done  before  the  fadts  are  proved.  Can  there 
be  a  more  convincing  prooti  that  this  execrable 
crime  meets  there  with  fome  countenance,  or, 
(which  amounts  to  much  the  fame  thing)  is 
not  fufficiently  diicouraged  ?  The  moft  mali- 
cious and  deliberate  Murderer  is  always'  fure 
at  leaft  of  finding  a  preient  Afylum,  and  being 
Altered  to  rema'm  there  in  perfect  fecurity,  tiil 
fuch  time  as  the  circumflances  of  the  fa£t  arc 
fully  verified ;  and  even  then,  a  licence  mufl 
be  obtained  from  the  Diocefiin  to  take  bim 
thence.  All  this  the  Ruffian  knew  full  well, 
before  he  committed  the  murder^  and  dut  no 
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ifecular  cMcer  would  dare  to  touch  ah  hair  of 
his  head,  without  fuch  previous  formalities.' 
What  opportunities  does  this  afFord  him  of 
cfcaping  the  hands  of  juftice,  which  is  too  ofj- 
fen  the  cafe,  efpecially  as  the  Priefts  and  Fryars, 
who  know  his  life  is  at  (lake,  tnake  a  point  of 
conscience  in  aflifHng  his  efcape,  from  a  falfe 
principle  of  humanity,  or  rather,  from  a  fuper* 
ffitrous  fear  of  incurring  irregularity  ?  And  even 
fiippofing  he  (hould  at  length  be  apprehended^ 
is  it  not  evident  to  a  demonftration,  that  the 
facility  of  meeting  with  fuch  an  immediate  pro^ ' 
teftion,  the  time  it  affords  him  to  take  his  mea<^ 
fures  in^  and  the  profpe<5^  of  getting  clear  off, 
were  no  fmall  inducements  to  the  perpetration 
of  the  crime  ? 

Were  Murder  held  in  the  fame  abhorrence 
with  them  as  with  us,  and  the  fame  tenderneJTs 
/hewn  to  other  people's  lives,  as  to  thofc  of 
thefe  Mifcreants,  who  are  thus  tempted,  and 
encouraged,  as  it  were,  not  only  to  take  them, 
away,  but  alio,  to  flatter  themfelves  with  the 
hopes  of  impunity,  would  not  fuch  pernicious 
€anduarieSj  which  occaiion  fo  much  blood  to 
be  fhed,  and  afford  equal  fheltcr  to  the  inno- 
cent and  guilty,  be  abfolutely  aboUfhed  ?  Of 
what  ufe  can  they  be,  but  to  diflurb  Society, 
and  obflru(ft  the  ordinary  courfe  of  juftice  ? 
Has*  it  not  been  long  and  loudly  complained 
of,  dtat  the  mercy  extended  to  fuch  villains, 
4inder  pretext  of  maintaining  Ecclefiaftical  Im- 
munities, is  the  height  of  cruelty  to  the  Com-  . 
^moD wealthy   and  as  great  a  reproach  to  the 
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nationt  as  refilling  the  fame  indulgence  to 
thofe  who  have  fome  title  to  it  ?  What 
mull  we  think  of  a  country,  where  the  privi- 
lege of  San&uary  is  allowed  to  Thieves,  Mur- 
derers, and  Sodomites  *,  and  denied  to  men 
of  known  probity,  for  no  <xher  reafon,  but  be- 
caufe  they  cannot  think,  in  every  lefpeA,  a% 
the  Church  does  ? 

.  Our  Satyrift  indeed>  to  fliew  Ae  little  incQO* 
ycnience  refulting  from  thefe  ecclelialtical  re- 
treats, and  how  ieldom  they  are  occupied  by, 
fuch  kind  of  gueAs,  pofitively  avers,  ^at,  B^ 
'the  fpace  of  two  years  he  relided  at  LifboHi  and, 
as  he  was  informed,  for  feverol  years  befprei 
not  a  fingle  adt  of  blood-lhed,  much  le&  mur-* 
der,  had  happened.  It  certainly  behoved  this 
Humelels  Hireling  to  pertbrm,  at  ^ny  rate,  the 
infamous  talk  he  had  undertaken,  as  it  fo 
nearly  concerned  his  own  intere^: ;  but  hU 
Employer,  I  think,  difcovered  no  great  fagaci- 
ty,  in  not  commanding  him  to  foften  this  ,paf- 
.lage  a  little,  as  he  could  Icarce  e^pedt,  that  a 
'fingle  perfon  in  all  Europe  llioiild  be  fp  flupid, 
as  not  to  perceive  the  effrontery  of  jb  glaring  a 
fallhood. 

For  njy  own  part,  I  have  refided  In  Llfbon 
near  twenty  years,  and  am  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  feveral  Gentlemen  who  have  refided 
there  upwards  of  forty,  and  can  ai^rm,  on  my 
own  expedncc,  as  well  as  dieir  ifbleran  alTeye- 
.  catbns,  that,  during;  tliis  whole  time,  icarce  a 

«  See  Letter  XIV. 
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<!fly,  and,  very  often,  icarce  an  hour  has  pafled^ 
wit^mt  fomt  z&  of  blood^ihed,  and  not  felv 
dom  die  moft  horrible  mCirders.  Of  diefe  lat- 
ter I  could  give  you  a  long  roll,  but,  for  brevi- 
ty's fake,  mall  mention  no  more  than  three» 
which  happened  a  little  after  my  return  from 
Porto  to  Lifbon.  The  firft  was  of  a  Spanish 
Qentteilian,  who,  pafiing  accidentally  dirough 
a  ftreet,  where  ibme  robbers  were  breakings 
open  aa  houfe,  had  part  of  his  head  blown  off 
with  a  Blunderblufi  \  Ae  fecond,  of  a  Prieft, 
who,  being  in  hi?  Oratory  at  prayers,  had  his 
ikull  cioven  with  an  hatchet  by  his  own  fer- 
vant ;  the  third,  of  the  Englifl)  Conful's  Houfe- 
keq^er,  wfaofe  throat  was  cut  from  ear  to  ear 
by  &e  Butler,  whilft  the  Gardener,  his  accom- 
|dice,  fet  his  knee  on  her  bread,  and  held  her 
down  by  the  hair  of  her  head.  Even  at  the 
time  of  the  late  earthquake,  a  gang  of  Ruffians, 
after  having  fet  fire  to  Several  houfes,  went 
dbout,  {^ndering  and  ftabbing. 

Every  one  knows,  that,  till  very  lately,  the 
cuftom  univerially  prevailed  among  the  Portu- 
gueie,  of  canying,  in  the  fide-pockets  of  their 
breeches,  long  jharp-pointed  knives y  which  they 
were  wont  to  draw  at  every  turn,  and,  on  the 
JUghtbft  provocation,  to  cut  and  flafh  therewith 
ocie  another's  faces,  the  part  generally  aimed 
at,  iir  order  to  render  die  marks  of  their  ven- 
geance more  vifible,  except  when  they  intended 
to  give  a  mortal  wound,  which  was  often  the 
cale.  I  knew  feveral  Priefts  and  Fryars,  who 
always  went  armed  in  this  manner,  particularly 
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one  of  the  Utter,  belonging  to  die  moll  vene- 
rable Monaftery  in  Portugal,  that  of  St.  Jerony- 
fiio  in  Belem,  who  told  me  himfelf,  not  by  vny 
offecret,  that  he  had  (tabbed  a  man,  for  {bme 
ipfult  received,  and  that  a  procefs  had  been 
commenced  againft  him,  on  this  account, 
^hich  he  hoped  foon  to  get  rid  of . 

The  outrages,  in  Ihoit,  which  the  cuftonx 
of  carrying  thefe  bloody  ioftruments  1o  greatly 
ticilitated,  became  To  freqacnt,  and  raif^  fuch 
general  outcries,  that  tus  prefcnt  Majefly  was 
forc<:d  to  publifh  an  Edifl:,  wherein  all  ranks 
of  men  are  forbidden,  under  the  fcvercft  pe- 
nalties, to  carry  about  them  any  kind  of  knife, 
and  the  privilege,  which  the  lower  clafi  of  peor- 

le,  fuch  as  porters,  carmen,  watermen,  fiff. 

lad  hitherto  enjoyed, ,  of  wearing  fwtMrds,  is 
abfolutely  revoked  ;  experience  having  fhewn, 
that  thefe  weapons  alfo  were  frequently  em- 
ployed to  the  fame  murderous  purpofes.  Even 
thofc,  who  are  permitted  to  wear  fwordst  are. 
obliged,  by  the  laid  Edidl,  to  have  them  of  a 
certain  length,  in  order  to  prevent  their  taking 
a  bafe  advantage  of  others,  with  Stilettos  or 
ftiort  Daggers. 

This  &li<^,  no  doubt,  was  intended  to  curb 
the  natural  propenfity  of  tiiat  people  to  aifls  of 
blood-fhcd  i  and  the  whole  tenor  of  it  fuffi- 
ciently  evinces,  that  ftabbing  was  looked  on  by 
(he  King  himfelf,  as  a  national  practice :  but 
althb'  fome  ftdp  was  hereby  put  to  it,  yet,  as 
the  people  are  ib  remarkably  vin(]i£live,  and, 
y/\\cn  omx  pfiended,  never  ^rgive,  (whidi  is 
qui^s 
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quite  the  reverie  of  our  chara£ter)  the  cuflom 
fiill.  prevails  among  them,  much  more  than 
that  of  Boxing  in  our  Populace,  who  would 
look  on  the  drawing  of  a  knife  on  fuch  occa- 
iions,  as  one  of  the  mofl  infamous  aftions.  I 
have  often  heard  the  Portuguefe  exprefs  the 
utmoft  aftonifhment  at  feeing  our  Sailors  in 
Lifbon  ifaaking  hands,  and  going  amicably  to 
diink  together,  after  having  had  a  violent  quar- 
rel, and  well  drubbed  each  other.  There  is 
no  great  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  our  Legifla- 
ture  will  be  ever  under  a  neceffity  of  making 
inch  a  Law  as  that  in  Portugal,  with  reipe£t  to 
the  natives  of  this  liland,  wno  have  fo  natural 
an  averiion.to  the  pradice  here  iboken  of:  but 
as  to  the  Sailors,  who  come  hither  from  that 
kingdom,  it  may  perhaps,  ere  long,  be  necef- 
iary  to  make  fome  fuch  Law ;  fince,  we  find, 
they  not  only  carry  about  them  here  their  long 
iharp-pointed  knives,  which  is  little  lefs  than  a 
capital  crime  in  their  own  country,  but  are 
pretty  free  both  in  drawing  and  applying  them 
to  the  old  ufe.  You  remember  the  late  indance 
of  an  Englifh  Sailor,  near  Rofcmary-Lane,  moft 
cruelly  and  bafely  dabbed  in  the  back,  by  one 
of  thefe  cowardly  Ruffians ;  and  how  feverely 
the  populace  refented  it.  The  villain,  it  cannot 
be  denied,  was  treated  as  he  deferved*;  how- 
ever, I  wifli  he  had  been  delivered  up  to  juf- 
tice,  and  died  in  another  manner,  that  is,  by 
the  hands  of  the  Hangman- 
Foreigners  have  remarked  a  kind  of  gcnc- 
rofity  among  the  lowefl:  of  our  P^abblc,  when- 
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crer  they  come  to  bfows,  and  how  apt  thejr 
are,  notwithflanding  alt  their  HcentioofAefe  ahd 
national  pr^udices,  to  take  the  part  of  ^ft  in- 
jured Stranger ;  which,  I  affilrc  you,  is  fo  for 
irom  the  caJe  in  Portugat,  that  'ds  fuffictcnt  not 
to  be  a  native  of  the  country,  for  the  whote 
rabble  to  fall  upon  a  man  dt  odc%,  without  en- 
quiring into  the  caufe  of  his  provocatioA.  Even 
our  unchriftiad  prai^ce  of  DueUmg  hasat  leafl 
ibmething  apparently  ge^E^ous  in  it,  as  It  pots 
Our  antagonifts  on  a  Ifevel  widl  onrfelves,  *nd 
gives  to  each  of  the  contendants  an  e<)Ual  chance 
for  his  life.  But  this  is  the  verv  reafort,  why- 
the  Fortuguefe  laugh  at  us ;  ^  it  is  a  MaxiAi 
with  them,  that  all  advantages  are  to  be  taken 
of  an  enemy,  and  that  ther6  cannot  be  a  greater 
inihtnce  of  folly,  than  for  a  man  to  rrflc  his 
'  own  life,  in  attacking  that  of  another.  Far  be 
it  ftom  me  to  plead  in  &vbr  of  a  prance,  whidl 
cannot  be  defended  by  any  rational  argument  ;■ 
yet  ftill  it  is  allowed  to  be  the  pradice  of  fudi 
as  have  too  delicate  a  fenfe  of  honor,  and  'is,  at 
all  events,  a  more  tolerable  evil  dlan  llabbing 
a  man  in  the  dark,  of  hiring  a  Ruffian  to  diN 
patch  him,  when  leaft  on  his  gua:rd. 

The  Satyrifl  appeals  to  our  News  and  Sef- 
fions  Papers,  as  a  procrf"  thsEt  mort  "murders 
happen  among  us,  in  one  year,  than  Porcugpl 
can  reckon  up  in  feven.  Now  dccoi-dlng  to 
this  rule,  he  might  have  fwoln  up  the  num- 
ber to  fevcntyj  fince  that  kingdom,  it  is  cer- 
tain, never  h»i  any  fuch  thing  as  a  Seflions 
Paper  j  nor  are  any  acddents  oftlns  kind  f^t 
pubiiflied 
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{MiUUhed  in  their  GourtXrazette^  the  only 
N^ws^paper  they  have,  in  order  to  enable  us 
to  make  the  comparifbn.  Need  I  inform  this 
Inred  Afjaffin  of  bis  native  Country^  that  almoft 
every  noted  city  and  town  in  the  three  king-- 
doms^  prints  its  own  News-paper,  (to  fay  no-  . 
diing  oif  the  great  number  daily  publiflied  ia 
die  M<etropolis)  wherein  are  inferted  not  only 
all  the  accidents,  which  haj^n  in  every  pait 
of  the  Britifh  £KHninion8>  but  many  hundreds 
alfo  which  never  happened  ?  But,  even  allow- 
ing the  whole  to  be  fa£l,  I  believe^  it  would 
be  found,  on  an  exad  fcrutiny,  that  Portugal 
alcme,  exclufive  of  its  Iflands  and  Colonies  *, 
dK>'  of  far  left  extent  than  Britain^  and  contain^ 
ing  fcarce  the  tenth  part  of  its  inhabitants,  cbukl 
give  us  a  longer  roll  of  Murders,  in  one  year, 
than  we  coukl  furniOi  them  with  in  feven.  Let 
ow  good  Friends  and  Allies  publish  the  &me 
minute  accounts,  and  give  us  the  fame  oppcr^ 
tuAfties  of  making  a  fair  calculation,  and  then 
the  world  will  be  able  to  judge  on  which  fide 
Hit  balknce  ties. 

When  the  Satyrift  mentioned  our  Seffions 
and  News-papers,  as  public  teftimonies  of  our  . 
national  depravity,  he  might  have  alio  appealed 
to  the  hideous  portrait,  which  ibme  of  our  moA 

*  As  to  the  oadves  of  thdr  lOandt  in  geoeral,  foreigners 
1^^  given  them  their  true  chaiader,  with  regard  to 
Thlemg  and  Stabbing ;  and,  as  to  their  Brafdian  Colo- 
hies,  IhaTelieard  innumerable  inllances,  from  the  Portu- 
guefe  themfrhresy  of  the  cuflom  of  robbing  and  murdering 
one  sinotber,.  as  thqr  retom  with  Cold  from  the  Mines. 

celebrated 
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.celebrated  writere  have  drawn  of  .the  reigning 
vices  of  the  pre&ot  age.  Would  to  Heaven 
the  cenfure  pa^ed  by  them  were  wholly  ground- 
lefsj  but,  allowing  it  to  be  juft>  how  does  tliis, 
clear  the  Portugueie  of  the  ^me,  ifnot  an  hea- 
vier charge  ?  It  will  be  repUedi  no  doubt,  that 
^ir  own  writers  give  them  a  quite  diiferent 
chara^r.  Veiy  true.  Bat  are  Uxzy  not  con- 
.  tradi^ed  by  thc^e  of  every  other  nation  in 
Europe,  who  atxufe  them  either  of  concealing 
their  countrymen's  vices,  or  attributing  to  them 
virtues  they  are  utter  ftrangers  to  P  Should  any 
one  among  them  be  fo  hardy,  as  to  laOi  the 
prevailing  immoralities  there,  efpecially  diofe 
of  the  Clergy,  with  the  tenth  part  of  the  free- 
dom we  do  ours  in  England,  he  would  incur 
the  indignation  both  of  Church  of  State,  and 
^  tri^ted  as  VI  jAcendiary,  if  not  an  Heretic. 
All  the  difference,  in  fine,  between  the  con- 
dud  of  the  two  Nations  in  this  pcunt,  is,  that 
the  one  calls  things  by  their  proper  names,  and 
diink?,  that  Vice,  in  whomfoever  it  be  found, 
cannot  be  too  much'expofed:  the  other  either, 
palliates,  or  paiTes  over  in  filence,  whatever 
xnay  reiledt  on  their  morals,  and,-  «8  I  before 
obferved,  draw^  (uch  an  ^niahte  [w^re  of 
themfelves,  as  none  of  their  neighbours  .will  zU 
low  to  have  any  likenefs  to  the  original. 
. .  ]t  is  agreed  on  all  hands;  that  die  prifons  in 
Portugal  are  at  leall  as  full  as  ours,  and  might 
be  much  fuller,  were  it  not  for  the  Aiylum, 
.which;every  crime,  excefA  Herefy,  meets  with 
itP  tlieirchvirdi$&i9admooaAeriea.  .Their  ^U 
■   f  deliveries 


s  indeed  are  net  qiiitc  lb  frequent  smi 
exDcdidciis  ss  car> :  tor,  cxctotrns:  thote  \fho 
ctiMicc  to  die  cjf  tf»  Tdil-cLic^mper,  the  nwft 
Kcrcnoui^ViKsLsrN  ai;ii)ed  bvthrcnclrfs  chicane 
or  khc  Law  \iiid  icmc  powcrttil  proi;^(fh>r  at 
Court,  mav  hzd  cut  a  thouUnd  cricks  uivd  tub** 
t^rtuges,  to  i»ve  odF  the  e\al  ilay^  lb  lon^  as 
his  money  laib.     Murderers  wirh  u$,  as  every 
one  knows,  are  generally  tried  and  aMivicted, 
in  a  few  hours>  and  execulod  in  fort>?-right» 
after  fentence ;  whereas  in  Portugal,  tlie  ctlab- 
liihed  forms  of  Tryal  are  (b  dilatur}%  that  n^ny 
caufes,  fo  clear  that  an  Englidi  Jury  would  nut 
go  out  of  Court,  to  bring  in  their  veniict,  uro 
often  fpun  out  to  years.     And|  alter  all  this 
delav,  what  has  been  the  tate  of  thole  Cruni-- 
nais,  who  have  been  found  guilty,  and  doiervcd 
the  feverel^  punilhment  ?  Banilhment  perhaps 
or,  at  worft,  the  Gallies,  and  fomctimcs  no 
more  than  bare  confinement.     The  hiOmy  of 
the  two  Villains  (one  of  them  a  Prieil)  not 
long  ago  imprilbned  in  the  wooden  Fort,  whk*h 
lays  off  the  rock  of  Liibon,  is  well  known. 
Every  foul  agreed^  that  two  greater  oclU  to  lu« 
ciety  never  exiiled,  and  (hat  they  had  richly 
merited  an  halter,  long  betbre  they  received  lo 
mild  a  fentence,  which  was  obtained,  at  the 
interceifion  of  a  perfon  of  the  higlieft  quality  in 
that  kingdom,  who  ought  to  have  been  afhamcd 
of  patronizing  fuch  Miicrcants.     As  to  thofo 
few  Criminals,  who,  either  for  want  of  friends 
or  money,  arc  at  length  brought  to  judice,  *ti8 
generally  after  fp  long  a  time  has  clapied,  that 
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the  crime  is  almoft  fot'got,  and  confequeDtljr 
^ir  punifbment  produces  little  or  no  effed  on 
odier  delinquehts.- '  Is  it  not  a  proverbial  faying 
in  Portugal,  diat  a  nlaii  mull'  have  deferved 
the  gallows  t^en^  times,  before  he  is  once 
brought  to  it  ? 

It  wiH  not  be  denied,  that  fome  of  the  exe* 
onble  murders,  eaumerated  by  the  Satyrift, 
niay  have  ha[^)eiiod  amoi^  us  }  but  can  He 
{ixodiice  a  lingle  inflance,  v^re  the  crime  did 
taH  taife  umvedal  horror,  and  was  not  foon 
paniihed  with  death  ?  This  public  deteflation 
of  die  ja£t,  and  fpeedy  execution  of  juftice, 
prove  at  leaft,  that  fut^  enormities,  fuppoling 
dUm  to  be  fo.firequent  asreprefented,  which 
is  hr  ttota.  the  c^,  are  not  lefs  (hocking,  nor 
Ibfi  contr^  to  die  natural  bias  of  our  people. 
VfhUL  mati  of  duaJS^  was  ever  ha^fdt  or  even 
breaded,  in  Pbrtugal,  for  having  afiaflinated 
Inother  in  cold  blood  ?  Have  we  the  fame  r<m 
&e0  of  perfans  in  England  f  Even  the  royal 
Prerogative  caobot  proted:  a  Murderer  here,  of 
-what'  rank  or  degree  foever,  in  cafes  of  appeal. 
And  let  this  Hireling  remeoiber  the  late  in- 
fiftfioedf  exemplary Juitice,  whid^reflaSsnew 
hiftre  <>n  the  Entt&  Peerage,  (dio'  fucfa  a  thing 
Wduld  be  thought  an  everlafting  di%Tace  to  the 
ineaoleA  Fidalgo  in  Portugal)  and  muft  convinoo 
the  world,  that,  by  our  happy  Conllitution, 
^  life  (^  a  Flebcun  is  as  much  fecurod,  and 
bcMas  predous  as  tfatt  of  ooc  of  their  own  il- 
foftrknis  Body. 

^      .    ;   i.  ,  Whetfi^ 
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Whether  Murder  be  a  novelty  among  us^  or 

not,  I  appeal  to  every  one's  experience^  whedicr 

the  fight  of  a  perfon  dabbed  by  another,  does 

pot  always  alarm  the  whole  neighbobrhoodi 

On  th^fe  occafions,  we  find,   our  very  Me-> 

chanics  leave  their  (hops,  and  run  the  rifk  ot 

their  own  lives,  in  order  to  fccure  the  Afi[afiin« 

Every  one  is  fo  affe£ted  at  the  outrage,  as  to 

make  the  cafe  his  own.     What  numbers,  on 

the  contrary,  have  been  ftabbed  in  the  ftreets 

qi  Lifbon,  at  noon-day,  without  the  leaft  inter- 

pofition  of  the  Spectators,  who  may  perhaps 

call  a  Priefl  to  tlie  dying  man,  but  give  them-* 

felves  no  concern  about  the  Ruffian,  who  calmly 

wipes  his  bloody  knife  or  Spada,  then  puts  it 

up,  throws  his  cloak  over  his  fhoulder,  and 

marches  off  unmolefled.     How  frequent,  is  it 

to  fee  there,  in  a  morning,  dead  bodies  layin] 

on  the  church  fleps,  full  of  wounds  receivi 

the  night  before?  The  natives  are  io  accuftom- 

ed  to  thefe  bloody  fpedacles,   that  fcarce  any 

one  (lops  a  moment ;  and,  as  there  is  no  fuch 

thing  as  a  Coroner's  inquefl  at  Lifbon,  either 

on  thefe  or  other  fimilar  occafions,  the  Brothers 

of  the  Mifericordia^  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  inter 

the  mangled  corpfes,  fow  up  each  in  a  canvas 

bag,  and  (lioot  them  into  a  deep  pit  appointed 

for  this  purpofe,  without  making  the  leafl  en« 

quiry  how  they  came  by  their  deaths^ 

Among  the  various  kinds  of  Murder,  which, 
according  to  the  Sacyrift,  arc  now  fo  common 
among  us,  as  fcarce  to  be  flarted  at,  we  aife 
not  only  charged  with  that  of  Poifoning,  bu||#^ 

iiidi 
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filch  is  our  fevage  difpofition,  with  chuffng  ttiis 
method  of  fclllingt  in  preference  to  others^ 
(>urely  becaule'  it  is  more  Jhw  and  torinring  j 
tbo'  this  very  circumftancc,  one  would  ima- 
gine, is  moftlikely  to  deleft  the  villainy.  HoW 
diilvrent  arc  Britifti  Poifoners  from  thofc  of  all 
other  countries,  who  malce  ufe  of  this  method, 
with  no  other  view  but  to  get  rid  of  an  enemy, 
with  as  little  ncpfe  and  notice  as  pofTible  !  Surety 
flow  and  lingering  tortures  can  never  aufwcr* 
this  end.  Thbfe  Monks,  whom  hiftory  records 
to  have  adminifter'd  poilbn  in  the  Sacrament, 
took  care,  no  doubt,  to  mix  up  the  body  of 
thdr  God  with  fomc  fuch  fubtle  matter,  as 
might  leave  few  or  no"  viiible  figns  of  the  hor- 
rid profanation.  I  believe,  it  will  be  allowed 
by  fuch  as  are  acquainted  with  the  genius  of 
tills  Nation,  that,  whatever  inftances  of  the 
kind  may  have  happened  among  us,  there  is  nOt 
a  people  on  earth,  where  the  art  of  poiibning  is 
fo  little  underftood,  or  Icfs  pradlifed.  Suicide  in- 
deed, to  whatever  caufe  it  be  owning,  is  per- 
haps more  frequent  here  than  in  fomc  other' 
countries ;  but  even  this,  when  legally  proved,  ■ 
is  punifiied  here  with  much  greater  leveritjr 
than  in  Portugal ;  and,  I  think,  it  ought  to  be 
noted,  that  almoll  every  one  of  thele  gloomy 
wretches,  who  lay  violent  hands  on  themfelves, 
are  found,  on  examination,  to  have  lofl  the 
ufe  of  their  reafon. 

As  to  the  other  Ihocking  cafes,  fmce  tlie  re- 
fers of  the  Portuguefe  Courts  are  not  fo  eafily 
to  be  fcarcfaed  as  ours,  and  the  circutnAancM 

of 
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b£  the  moft  horrid  murders,  both  public  aji4 
private,  are  there  &>  little  enquired  into,  as  Dp 
be  icarce  known  to  the  very  neighbourhood 
where  they  happened,  I  fhall  not  take  upon 
me  to  raife  a  general  charge  againft  them  on 
this  head,  as  the  Satyrifl  has  done  againil  hit 
Countrymen.  However,  I  think,  it  may  be 
juftiy  imerred  from  the  preceding  inftances,  tliat^ 
as  thePortuguefe  need  not  leave  their  native  foil^ 
to  learn  Theft  and  Lewdness,  (o  they  may  lave 
themfelves  the  trouble  of  coming  hither,  to 
leam  how  to  murder;  (ince  it  appears,  tliat, 
in  every  a£t  of  this  kind,  they  do  not  fall  (liort 
of,  and  perhaps  far  exceed,  any  of  their  neigh* 
hours. 

To  conclude;  as  our  Satyrill  has  coined  fome 
new  words,  to  denote  the  variety  as  well  as 
enormity  of  the  crimes  charged  on  us,  I  Ihall 
take  the  liberty  of  fupplying  a  material  omlf- 
iion  of  his,  by.  adding  Fceticidc  to  his  iiponcide 
and  Filicide.  One,  fo  well  veried  in  Caluiilicai 
Divinity,  and  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Je- 
fuits,  how  to  violate  the  laws  both  of  God  and 
Nature,  without  fin,  needs  not  be  informed, 
that  there  are  certain  methods  (no  lefs  frequent, 
as  many  affirm,  in  the  country  he  apologizes 
for^  than  poifoning  and  dabbing)  to  procuro 
Abortions;  a  fpecies  of  Murder,  which,  tho' 
not  punifhable  by  human  laws,  cries  louder 
perhaps  to  Heaven  than  any  of  tholb  he  has 
mentioned. 

In  m;^  next,  I  fhall  examine  that  part  of  the 
Metbodiil  Preacher's  charge  agaiiill  the  Fortu- 

gueic^ 
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guefe,  to  wit,  ths^t  their  Priefts  txwy  be^  hired 
ipr  a  trifle,  to  ftab  ^oy  nun  they  pleafe ;  with 
which  I  ihall  coocludc  the  article  of  Murder^ 
and  am,  &c^ 
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IT  would,  I  dunk>  be  doing  wrong  to  thf 
Clergy  of  Portugal,  to  charge  them  vnxh 
being  venal  Cut- throats  to  the  L&ily;  fince, 
aa  we  have  fufficiently  proved,  the  Laity  of 
that  country  know  well  enough  how  to  do  this 
kind  of  bufinefs  themCblves,  without  being  at 
the  expence  of  hiring  others*  Howler,  I  may 
venture  to  affirm,  without  exceeding  the  bounds 
of  trudi,  that,  in  .cafe  a  Prieft  or  Pryar  -fhould 
take  it  into  his  head  to  cut  a  man^s  throat,  as 
many  have  frequently  done,  no  civil  office^ 
would  dare  to  lay  a  finger  on  him.  He  can- 
jiot  be  apprehended,  without  an  expre&  licence 
from  the  Bifhop,  ^  let  the  circumilam^es  he  ever 
fo  aggravating ;  nay,  even  then^  after  the  iblleft 
ccnvi^on,  1  never, heard  a  fipgle  inftance  of 
any  one  of  thefe  Gentry  bang  hanged ;  tho* 
the  Satyrift,  I  prefume,  will  fi^oe  deny,  diat 
even  Priefts  and  Fryars  do  fomething  now  and 
then,  to  deferve  an  halter,  as  well  as  other 
men. 

With  cefoe€i  therefore  bodi  to  the  Qergy 
aod  Laity  ot  duit  country,  nothing  can  be  mqre 
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fallacious  than  to  draw  a  parallel  between  thiS 
number  of  our  malefadtors  executed  at  Tyburn, 
and  thofc  at  the  Ribeira  and  Ro^io  in  Lilbon  *  1 
fince  the  point  in  queftion,  is  not,  how  many 
do  adually  fufFer  in  the  latter  places,  but  how 
many  deferve  to  fufFer.  The  frequency  of  exe- 
cutions with  us,  however  it  may  im[>each  our 
morals,  is  a  proof  at  lead  of  the  regard  we  pay 
to  juftice,  and  the  little  encouragement  which 
all  kind  of  Criminals,  whether  Ecclefiaftical  ot 
Secular,  are  to  expeft  here :  whereas  the  execu- 
tions in  Portugal,  being  fo  rare,  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  Delinquents,  only  ferve  to 
convince  us,  that  the  fword  of  jufticc  is  alinoft 
grown  rufty  among  them  for  want  of  ufe,  and 
that  every  Rind  of  villainy  (lands  a  much  bettct 
chance  there  of  efcaping  with  impunity,  thail 
in  England. 

As  I  have  been  Tpeaking  of  the  pernicious 
effects  of  exempting  Ecclefiaftics  from  civil  juf* 
tice,  it  naturally  falls  under  the  prefent  article 
of  Murder,  to  fay  fom'ething  of  a  certain  body 
of  men,  who  were  lately  the  moft  refpcdable 
of  the  whole  Clergy  of  Portugal.  You  will  con* 
elude  from  this  hint,  that  none  can  be  herfc 
meant  but  the  Jefuits.  Not  to  tire  you  with 
numerous  quotations  from  their  Caiuiflical 
Tradts,  I  fhall  juft  intimate,  that  they  teach 
the  lawfulnefs  of  Murder,  in  all  cafes,  without 
exception  o(  any  pcrfon  whatfocvcr,  not  even 

*  The  Fonner  for  the  execution  of  ordinary  Crimin3l% 
the  latter  for  thofccoovifted  of  Treafon. 
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a  Father y  or  a  Prince y  when  their  interefl  or 
reputation  is  at  flake,  and  cannot  be  otherwife 
fecured  ;  to  whidh  they  add^  in  exprefs  terms, 
that  every:  method  for  accomplifhing  this  end> 
whether  open  or  iecret,  either  by  their  own 
hands,  or  thoie  of  others,  may  be  made  ufe 
of,  with  a  good  confcience.  Such  a  charge 
would  furpafs  all  credibility,  were  it  not  their 
avowed  do£h:ine  in  print,  and  fo  often  put  in 
prance,  as  appears  beyond  all  contradidion>  in 
^e  fixth  letter  I  fent  you  inclofed,  from  a  Je- 
fuit  to  his  Pupil. 

The  principles  of  Jefuitifm,  in  this  refped, 
are  fo  well  known,  that,  could  they  produce  a 
formal  recantation,  figned  and  fealed  by  the 
whole  body,  and  confirmed  by  the  mofl  folemn 
oaths,  yet,  confider^ng  the  infinite  evafions, 
which  their  doftrines  of  Probability,  mental 
Reftridion,  and  Equivocation,  furnifh  them 
with,  it  would  deferve  no  credit.  But  the  truth 
is,  they  are  no  hypocrites  in  this  point,  having 
dared  to  let  the  world  know,  that  they  flill 
•purfue  the  iame  plan,  and  are  determined  ne- 
ver to  vary  from  it.  In  fhort,  were  the  horrid 
maxims  of  thefe  Caiitifls,  as  well  as  the  perni- 
cious confequences  of  exempting  Ecclefiaflics 
from  the  jurifiiidtipn  of  die  civil  Magiflrate, 
lefs  glaring  than  they  are,  the  late  Confpiracy 
in  Portugal,  wherein  the  whole  Society  appears 
to  have  been  concerned,  diredly  or  indiredlly, 
is  fufEcient  to  fhcw  the  abfolute  necelfity  of 
exterminating  that  accuried  Fraternity,  and  to- 
tally abolifhing  an  Inununityi    k>  grieyoufly 
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Abuied^  ^d  fo  defhndive  to  the  Common- 
Ivealtb. 

What  chiefly  induced  the  Portuguefe  Jefuits 
to  join  fo  iu)animoufly  with  the  late  Confpira- 
tbrs  agairift.  the  life  of  their  Sovereign,  is  no 
fecret ';  yet^  as  there  are  fonie  gurious  paflages, 
relative > to  this  afiaifi  but  little  known,  I  fhail 
take  another  opportunity  of  giving  you  a  fuc-* 
cinft  detail  thereof^  -  as  tr^fmitted  to  me  from 
Liib6n»  by  a  Gentleman  who  feems.to  be  \^  ell 
ocquaintcid  with  the=  fiibjed:.     In  the  interim^ 
let  us  take  a  curibry  view  of  the  deportment  of 
tHefe  good  Fathers,  and  the  proceedings  againft 
them.  Notwithftanding  all  Aeir  artifices,  fome 
cSf  their  tranfk^Qcms  in  South  America  had  been 
deteded,    which   greatly  alarmed  the   fecret 
Committee  at  home^ ,  by  whole  direction  every 
thiog-was  there  managed.    It  had  been  long 
fii!%o£ted,  and  was  now  confirmed  by  undenir 
flbfe  vouchers,  thaf  theie  pretended  Mifiionaries 
look  infirutelymore  pains  to  inilruA  the  natives 
of  thc^  rich  provinces  in  the  Military  Art,  and 
the  doctrines  of  fraud,   rapine,  and  murdcTji 
than  the  gentle  precepts  of  the  Gofpel. 
-    The  Court  being  .ttpprized  of,  and  juftly  of^ 
fdnded  at/  fuch  behaviour,  judged  it  expedient 
txy  forbid  the  Jefuits*,  who  had  hicherto  been 
^Sqnfcflbrs '  to  the  Royal  Family,  all  accefs  to 
dit}lpalace,'ar  there  was  too  much  reafon  to  b&- 
Ji6vc;;-Aat  .whatever  fccrets  they  could  difcover, 
^hfacrf  !»!  or  out  of  confeffion,. .  which  might 
fcrveto  ac^rancethcB'  grand  |)roje£l,  were  q(hi>- 
ixxtnutlatcdtordiQit  &etbren  in  Brafil.   Th$ $o 
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ciety,  you  may  be  furCj  were  not  a  little  mor- 
tified at  feeing  themfelves  turned  out  of  Court; 
however,  they  ftill  managed  matters  with  fuch 
cxquifite  cunning,  as  to  ftave  off,  for  a  con- 
iiderable  time,  a  judicial  enquiry  into  theit 
conduit ;  till  at  length  frefh  proofs  appearing 
againft  them,  and  it  now  being  vifible  to  every 
difcerning  e)re,  that,  under  thefpecious  pretext 
of  converting  fouls  and  prc^agating  the  Gofpcli 
diey  had  nothing-  elfe  in  view  but  to  eAablilh 
an  independent  Empire,  it  was  finally  deters 
mined  in  Council,  to  proceed  againft  thfm,  as 
fementors  of  fediticni, '  and  diiturbers  of  the 
public  tranquillity. 

■  When  the  Jcliiits  found  thcCourt  in  earnefti 
they  gave  out,  with  the  ;utmoft  confidencci 
that  dbey  could  ealify  clear,  thetnfelves  of  xhA 
^'arge,  and  would  foon  publifti  fuch  arrapdf 
logy  for  their  conduit;  as-lhooM  l^ti^iiy  jcbe 
world  of  their  innocejice.  This  was  induftri- 
oufly  fpread  abroad  by  their 'emiflaricF,';'and 
gained  credit  with  forae  peH&ms  ;'i)ut  every  one, 
of  the  leaft:  penetration,  was.  convinced,  that 
they  were  too  fagacious  to  attempt  any  iiicli 
thing,  as  it  appeared  from  a:thbu£uul  circum- 
ftances,  that  their  conduit  would  not  beatlhe 
iljghtefl  fcrtitiny.  However,  thefe  infinliatiionB 
ierved,  in  ibme  degree,  to  hnpofe  on  tbcpo^ 
pulace,  till  fuch  time  as  .efieitual  meafurcG 
could  be  taken^  to  put  a  ilop  to  the  proce&'; 
and,  as  the  Aorm,  lowering  ^over  their  head% 
'waft'juft  ready  to  break,  the  pnnciples  of'^aek 
-S(^ty  natueattyr^lod  them  Xo  go  thcihoitcft 
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way  to  work.  They  faw  too  plainlyi  that  they 
had-not  only  loft  their  influence  over  the  King, ' 
who  was  once  wholly  at  their  devotion,  but  had 
dfFerided  him  to  fiich  a  degree,  as  to  apprehend 
the  weight  of  his  drfpleafure  ;  there  was  no  re- 
medy therefore  left,  but  to  get  rid  of  him  as 
foon  as  poflible. 

The  juridical  proceedings  againft  the  Society 
had  no  fooner  taken  vent,  than  every  one,  who 
knew  what  Jefuits  are  capable  of,  began  tor 
tremble  for  the  life  of  his  moft  Faithful  Ma- 
'^^yy  the  firft  King  of  Portugal  who  dared  to 
attack  fo  formidable  and  vindiftive  a  body.  In. 
a  (hort  time  after  this,  that  Prince  was  aflaffiri* 
ated,  in  the  manner  you  have  heard  3  and  tho^* 
it  did  not  immediately  appear,  what  connection 
the  Jefuits  had  with  the  Aflaflins,  yet  all  the 
world  naturally  turned  their  eyes  towards  them, 
as  the  machinators  and  fecret  abettors  of  fo' 
execrable  a  Parricide.  Thefc  Mafters  of  diffi- 
mulation,  it  is  true,  put  on  a  moft  doleful 
countenance  at  the  fad  news  ;  nor  could  they, 
in  common  prudence,  do  lefs,  at  an  incident 
which  alarmed  the  whole  kingdom  :  but  as 
deep  as  their  outward  forrow  appeared,  it  wai 
not  imputed,  by  the  difcerning,  fo  much  to 
any  real  affliftion  for  the  imminent  danger  the 
Ring's  life  was  in,  as  to  the  dread  they  were 
tiAder,  left  the  objedt  of  their  hatred  ftiould  not 
have  been  mortally  wounded,  and  might  live 
perhajps  not  only  to  difappoirtt  their  ambitious 
views,  but  to  call  them  to  a  fevere  account. 
^^i  S3  Thofe, 
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Thofe,  who  were  acquainted  with  the  hiftory 
of  the  Society,  now  called  to  mind^  that  their 
bretliren  io  France  had  put  on  the  iame  marks . 
of  grief,  oo  the  like  occaiions.    Not  to  dwell 
on  the  murder  of  Henry  III.  by  Jaques  Oaaentt 
who  at^ed  on  the  principles  he  had  ^bibed 
from  their  writings  J  can  anything  be  more' no- 
torious than  that  the  attempt  made  by  Cba^ei 
on  tjie  }Up  of  his  Succe^r»  the  great  Henry 
^V-  fvas  univerfally  alcribcd  to  ^e  Jefuits,  and 
legally  proved  to  be  owing  to  their  wicked 
councils,  who  had  &>  thoroughly  inArufted  hini 
in  their  dof^rine  of  King-killing,  that,  the*  4 
Vo^^th,  fcarce  eighteen  years  old,  he  d^red  to 
^tt^nipt  what  the  Aouteft  man  would  have 
fliuddered  at  the  thought  of  *  ?  When  this 
young  AiTairm  was  put  to  death,  by  an  arr£t  of 
Parliunent,  the  whole  Socde^  were  at  the  fame 
time  banilhed  &om  France,   and  a  cp^mi) 
erected  to  their  perpetual  ipiamy.    They  were 
indeed  permitted  to  return,  a  few  yevs  after, 
at  the  Pope's  felicitation  ;  but  the  King,  againft 
whom  they  had  fworn  vengeance,  ibon  found 
.  to  his  cofl;,  how  fatal  it  is  to  provoke  ^e  rage 
pf  Jefuits,  when  the  kniie  ix  SavfUae  S^'^td 

*  WUnd  Hurder '»  the  firft  of  the  faar  fins  icentioscd 
ta  thePopilhCatechifiiifVhkhqy  iQHeaTcn  for  vengeance : 
pne  vould  think,  that  the  wilful  Murder  of  a  King  ihould 
fry  fgjoewhac  louder  than  that  of  a  private  peifoQ.  But 
the  Jefuits,  as  I  have  obferved  in  Mr.  Arnold's  cafe,  (See 
Letter  XXIX)  have  a  Catcchifin  cf  their  own,  wherein 
they  endeavour  to  huQi  the  clamors  of  this  iia,  as  well  as 
thofe  ctf'  another  ^rp  takea  notice  of. 
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what  that  of  Chajl$l  had  begun.  Few  thinking 
Frenchmen  made  the  le^  doubt,  that  thofe 
Fathers  were  at  the  bottom  of  this  horrid  affair  s 
however,  to  remove,  in  fome  degree,  the  ad- 
ditional odium  which  this  lad  ad  had  brought 
on  the  Society,  they  not  only  cxpreffed  the 
deepeft  ibrrow  for  the  untimely  fate  of  that 
amiable  Prince,  but  carried  their  diflimulation 
fo  far,  as  to  pedtioo,  in  the  moil  earnefl;  man- 
ner, that  the  murdered  Prince's  Heart  might 
be  repofited  in  one  of  their  Colleges,  as  a  de- 
monflration,  no  doubt,  of  the  iincere  affection 
they  had  for  him  when  Hying. 

This  impofed  on  fome,  but  thofe  who  knew 
their  old  tricks,  were  not  ib  eafily  cheated  by. 
fuch  hypocridcd  pretences,  nor  had  yet  forgot 
that  Father  Guinardy  one  of  their  moil  admired 
Doi^ors,  no  lefs  venerable  for  his  outward  fane- 
tity  than  Father  Malagrida^  and  flill  efleemed' 
by  theni  as  a  Martyr,  was  condemned  to  be 
hanged  and  burnt,  for  having  wrote  a  moft 
virulent  treatiie  in  defence  of  the  late  King's 
murder,  and  juflifying  any  attempt  which 
might  be  made  on  the  life  of  his  Succefibr ; 
and  that  this  very  treatiie,  in  Guinard's  own 
hand-writing,  which  the  Deputies  of  the  Par- 
liament feized  whiiil  the  profecution  was  car- 
rying on  againft  the  firfl  AiTafiin,  had  been 
found  in  his  chamber.  The  Biihop  of  RbodeZy 
in  his  life  of  Henry  IV.  takes  particular  notice 
of  the  circumftance  above-mentioned,  relating 
to  the  King's  Heart ;  and,  tho*  he  fpeaks  as 
tenderly  as  he  can  of  the  Society,  with  regard 
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to  the  violent  prefumptions  of  their  being  coiw 
cerned  in  the  murder  of  that  Prince,  yet  it  may 
be  eafily  perceived,  that  he  did  not  look  upon 
them  as  wholly  guiltleis,  fince  tie  intimates  in 
plain  terms,  that  fome  ftrange  arts  had  been 
made  ufe  of  with  Ravillac,  both  to  induce  him 
to  perpetrate  the  fa£t,  and  to  fortify  him  ^gainU: 
the  variety  of  ttirCures  he  imght  be  condemned 
to  for  it.  It  appeared  from  this  man's  whole 
behaviour,  that  the  arguments  of  the  Jefuits, 
by,  whomibever  enforced,  had  made  a  wonder- 
ful imprelHon  on  him,  fince,  as  the  Biihop 
adds,  whilft  the  flefh  was  tearing  off  his  breaft, 
arms,  legs,  and  thighs,  with  red  hot  pincers, 
he  did  not  teftify  the  leaft  emotion  of  fear  op 
pain  J  which  ftrongly  confirmed  the  fufpicions, 
that  certain  Emili'aries,  under  the  maik  of  Piety 
and'Religion,  had,  as  it  were,  inchanted  him 
with  falle  afliirances,  that  he  Ihould  die  a 
Martyr^  if  he  killed  the  King,  who,  they 
made  him  believe,  was  a  fwom  enemy  of  the 
Church. 

What  induced  me  to  give  this  (hort  detail  of 
fuch  well  known  fads,  was  purely  to  let  you 
fee,  how  nearly  the  oindud  of  the  Portuguefe 
Jefuits  refembles  that  of  the  Frraich  ;  and  that 
the  prefumptions  againft  the  fomjer  were  built 
on  the  fame  foundation  with  thofe  againll:  the 
latter;  tho'  it  did  not  yet  appear  to  the  world, 
what  hand  they  had  in  the  confpiracy.  Even 
the  concern  and  grief  th^  exprelled  at  To  ihock-> 
ing  an  incident,  did  not  blind  the  Public ;  nor 
(an  tl^e  geiieqd  cenfurc  then  palTed  on  Uiem, 
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06  accotfiplices  at  lead,  if  not  principab  in '  the 
guilt,  be  deemed  too  ftvere  or  ill-grouhdedi 
fincc  every  one,  but  moderately  verfed  in  their 
Cafuiftry,  knew,  it  was  their  avowed  principle,- 
that,  to  deftroy  any  man,  who  has  done,  or 
endeavours  to  do  the  leaft  prejudice  to  the  per- 
ibn,  prc^rty,  or  reputation  of  any  particular 
member  of  the  Society,  is  not  only  juft  and 
lawfiil,  but,  in  the  prcfent  cafe,  which  afFe6ted 
the  whole  body,  highly  meritorious ;  and  more- 
over, to  remove  all  fcruples  with  regard  to  thfr 
dignity  and  character  of  the  perfon  who  has  in-* 
curred  their  diipleafure,  that  'tis  expreQy  de-^ 
Glared,  as  I  noted  before,  by  thofe  Cafuifts,* 
whofe  deciiions  are  held  by  them  as  oracled, 
that  even  a  Sovereign  Prince  is  not  excepted 
from  the  general  rule.  As  the  Society  there-* 
fore  was  fo  deeply  afredted  in  every  one  of  thefc 
eiTendal  points,  by  the  royal  edids  fent  to  Bra- 
fil,  and  the  proceedings  againft  them  in  Lifbon,. 
could  any  thing  be  more  natural  than  to  infer, 
that  men  of  fuch  principles  would  refent  this 
treatment  to  the  higheft  degree,  and,  according 
to  their  wonted  cuftom,  contrive  all  pofliblc 
nieans  to  glut  their  revenge  ?  How  indeed  could 
it  be  reafonably  expected,  that  thefe  Jefuits 
ihould  vary  in  their  pracftice  from  that  of  all 
other  countries,  when  it  was  fb  notorious,  that 
they  maintained  the  fame  dodrines,  and  pub- 
licly taught  the  fanie  lelTons  to  their  fcholars  ? 

The  event  having  fully  confirmed  every  fuf- 
picbn  of  this  kind,  the  King  judged  it  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  for  his  own  prefervation,  as 

well 
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well  as  that  of  the  State,  to  break  in  upon  the 
Bcclefiaftical  Immunities,  by  orderipg  all  the 
Jefuits  in  his  kingdom,  to  the  number  of  eight 
hundred,  to  be  brought  from  their  refpeiftive 
Colleges,  and  confined  in.  thofe  of  St.  Rojjue, 
and  St.  Antao  *  at  Lifbon,  with  a  guard  on 
each-  What  an  alarming  fcene  was  this  to 
every  friend  of  his  King  and  Country  1  Is  it 
poiiible,  cried  they,  that  the  life  of  our  Prince 
can  bp  fecure,  with  fuch  a  fwarm  of  Incen- 
diaries in  his  Capital,  who,  with  the  fuhtilty 
and  malice  of  infernal  fpirits,  and  now  doubly 
enraged  at  the  ill  fuccels  of  their  proje^,  ace 
night  and  day  plotting  together,  and  capable  of 
overturning  the  world,  to  gratify  their  revenge? 
But  the  people  were  fbon  rid  of  their  fears,  by 
the  baniihnient  of  the  whole  Order.  t&wever» 

*  The  (brmer  was  the  refideoce  of  old  prcrfefled  Jefuits, 
fach  as  had  taken  the  fourth  vow,  and  were  acquainted 
with  the  myftcries  of  the  Order.  The  cloifter  of  this  col- 
lege was  hung  with  feveral  pxAnres,  reprefenting  their 
ipurtynioins  in  China,  Japan,  and  England »  Among  the 
latter  there  was,  I  remember,  one  of  an  Englifh  J^uit  un- 
der the  hands  of  an  Executioner,  who  was  deaing  him 
;ilive  ;  by  which  you  may  judge  of  the  authenticity  as  well 
m  the  gpeatnefs  of  their  fufierings  ia  the  two  fiarmer  coun*- 
tries.  Thefip  crafty  Miffionaries  generally  kjr  the  fcene  of 
their  martjrrdoms,  as  well  as  their  miracles,  at  inch  a  diAance, 
that  few  can  go  thither  to  difprove  them.  How  they  came 
to  commit  fuch  a  blander,  with  refpeft  to  a  country  fo 
near  at  hand,  I  cannot  conceive.  The  reaiba  may  be,  that 
the  Portuguefe  are  the  readied  people  in  the  world  to  fwal- 
low  any  thing  of  this  kind  for  Golpel.  The  martyrdoms, 
painted  in  St.  Omers,  are  fomewhat  more  in  character.  In 
Liibon  alone,  the  Society  had  no  lefs  than  fix  /lately  Col- 
Ugcs,  and  woe  about  creeling  a  ievcatb* 
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as  th^y  Aill  retain  the  fame  implacable  refenN 
riicnt,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  they  will 
endeavour,  as  far  as  poflible,  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  their  Venetian  Brethren,  who,  zsFra 
Paolo  obferves,  did  more  mifchief  to  their  coun* 
try,  after  being  driven  out  of  it,  than  whilft 
they  were  fufFered  to  remain  in  it. 

It  evidently  appears  from  the  abftraft  of  the 
judicial  proceedings,  fome  time  ago  publiflied, 
as  well  as  frgm  the  account  of  their  treafonable 
pradiccs  tranfqiitted  to  Rome,  that,  when  they 
were  confulted  by  the  unfortunate  Noblemen 
lately  executed*  inftead  of  laying  before  them' 
the  enormity  of  the  crime,  with  the  dreadful 
confequences,  which,  in  all  probability,  might 
refult  from  thence,  and  endeavouring  to  dif-* 
fuade  them  from  (o  wicked  an  attempt,  they 
employed  the  whole  force  of  their  deluding 
rhetoric  and  diabolical  fophin:ry,  to  convinpe 
them  of  its  lawfulne&*  It  like  wife  appears,  on 
the  fame  evidence,  thatoneofthemoAreiped- 
able  of  the  Order,  a  long  experienced  Veteran 
in  thefe  infernal  arts,  a  moft  mortified  peiibq 
to  outward  appearance^  and  reputed  a  Saint  by 
every  one  but  his  own  brethren,  took  more  than 
ordinary  pains  to  flifle  every  fcruple  of  con- 
fdence,  and  to  anfwer  every  objedbn  which 
reafon  or  religion  could  (Urt  to  aa  attempt  tn 
full  of  bonxir. 

Some  may  be  apt  to  think,  that  thefe  Jefuitft 
were  really  mcQcd  at  the  injuries  thofe  ill-fated 
Lords  complained  of  -,  but  this  is  a  grols  mif- 
take  i  fince  a  JefuJt  is  never  aifeded  at  any 
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thing  but  what  concerns  himfelf  or  his  Order  *. 
It  is  an  invariable  maxim  with  thefe  grave  Im-  ' 
poftors  to  adapt  their  councils  to  the  prevailing 
ibibles  and  moft  predominant  paHions  offuch  as 
apply  to  them  for  fpiritual  advice.  All  their 
numerous  fyftems  of  Moral  Divinity  undenia- 
bly prove,  tfiat  they  ftudy  human  nanirc,  not 
to  corrc(3:  its  deviations,  but  to  make  their  own 
advantage  of  them.  It  required  no  great  pene- 
tration in  fuch  men  to  dilcovcr^  diat  pride,  am- 
bitioni  and  refentment,  had  got  die  alcendant 
in  the  minds  of  their  prrfent  Confultants. 
What  excellent  materials  were  thefe  for  Jefuiti- 
cal  Revenge  ?  Thefe  paflions  they  knew  how 
to  work  on,  with  that  exquifrtc  addrefs,  which 
none  but  the  fens  of  Ignatius  are  mailers  of, 
and  foon  rouzed  the  glowing  embers  into  a 
raging  flame.  It  was  a  matter  of  perfect  indif- 
ference to  them,  whether  die  Confultants  pe- 
riflied  in  the  attempt,  provided  the  royal  otqcft, 
they  had  devoted  to  deftruftion,  could  be  re- 
moved by  their  means.  The  exafpcrated  Lords, 
now  doubly  animated  with  the  fpecious  reafon- 
ings  of  thefe  impious  Cafuifts,  which  fcemed 
to  fanflify  the  treafon,  ran  headlong  into  the 
f^l  fnare,  which  ended  in  thdr  utter  ruin. 

This  attempt,  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands, 
whatever  might  have  been  the  motives,  will 
admit  of  no  excufe :  and  thcConfpirators,  how- 
ever provoked,  had  no  doubt  jufUy  forfeited 
dieir  lives.    Yet  ftill,  the  world,  whilft  it  con- 
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liemn%  the  crime,  cannot  help  exprcfling  fomc 
pity  for  the  Criminals,  who  were  treated  with 
^kich' unexampled  barbarity  r  The  world,  I  fay, 
is  no  lefs  touched  with  con>paiIion  at  the  cruel 
treatment  of  thefe  noble  perfonages,  than  ftruck 
AVith  aftoniftiment  at  the  lenity  fliewn  to  their 
wicked  Inftigators,  fome  few  of  whom,  we 
■ard  informed,  were  privately  ftrangled  in  pri* 
ibn  ;  which  method  of  proceeding  not  pnly  be- 
trays a  partiality  inconfiftent  with  the  rules  of 
Juftice,  but  totally  fruftrates  the  end  of  all  pur 
Jiifliments,  which  is,  to  terrify  others. 

All  Europe  faw  with  horror  the  prime  Noi 
bilityof  tlie  kingdom,  (after  having  been  put  to 
a  variqty  of  fecret  tortures,  which  had  been  long 
difcontinued,  except  in  the  Holy  Office)  broke 
alive  upon  the  wheel,  with  circumftances  of 
fuch  exceffive  cruelty,  as  made  the  fufierecs 
JTeel  indeed  whdt  it  is  to  die  by  inches.  But, 
•whatever  be  the  reafon,  every  one  I  have  con- 
verfed  with  on  this  fubjedt,  appears  little  lefi 
afFe£ted  at  the  punidiment  than  at  the  crime; 
Nay,  fonie  Portuguefe  fcruple  not  to  intimate^ 
that,  had  Juftice,  on  this  occafion,  been  tem- 
pered with  a  little  Mercy,  and  fome  fmall  re- 
^arjd-  fliewn,  if.  not.lo  the,  quality  of  the  Crimtr 
jials,  'at  lealt  to  common  humanity,  it  would 
hkl^  been  more -glorious,  fpr  the  Prince,  arid 
perhaps  leis  endangered  his  pjerfon.  Was  it  not» 
ftyythey,'  luflicient  to  take  away  their  lives,'  in 
the  tanie  awi'Ul  and  folcmn  maoner,  as  hitherto 
practi-^gd  in  Portu[.^al  itfelf,  and  other  chrifttan 
countries,  on  the  like  occalioiis  ?  But  Pin  -  ^' 
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%re  find,  even  fiich  as  bear  the  charai^CT  ftf 
mild  and  good,  are  fometimes  hurried  away  hf 
their  pafTions,  like  ordinary  men,  and,  on  the 
receipt  of  perTonal  injuries,  think  thofe  exceffet 
juftifiable  in  themfelves,  which  are  condcaiifled 
in  &e  reft  of  mankind.  It  hi&  been  well  ob^ 
fcrved,  even  by  aPagan,  that' the  utmoft  ftretch 
of  human  juftice  is  often  the  height  of  injufticcj 
and  indeed  the  experience  of  all  ages  has  fuf" 
ficiently  detnoftftrated,  that  fuch  terrible  execui> 
lions  never  anfwer  the  end  propofed. 

In  the  whole  conrfe  of  this  dark  afi^ir,  ito^ 
thing  has*  raifed  'a  more  general  indignation 
than  that  thofe  wicked  G^uncellorSi  who,  un- 
der the  mafk  of  religion,  fomented  the  traiter- 
ons  defign,  And  were  the  principal  inArumentK 
of  bringing  to  many  illuftrious  families  to  fuch 
A  deplorabie  exit,  ^(hculd,  as  fiv  as  yet  appears 
to  the  worldj  have  efcapttl  with  corporal  im- 
punity, for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  the^ 
are  Eccleliaftics.  For,  fuppofing  fome  tew  of 
the  ringleaders  have  been  really  put  to  death, 
yet  as  it  was  done  with  the  impenetrable  fecrecy 
of  an  Inquifition,  'tfe  the  fame  thing  to  tht 
Public,  as  if  they  had  been  baniftied  with  the 
reft  of  their  brethren,  or  rather,  as  if  they  had 
received  no  puniihment  at  atli  The  Prieftty 
charafter,  as  I  apprehend,  was  fuch  an  addi- 
tional a^tavation  of  their  crime,  that  it  ought 
at  leaft  to  have  expofed  them  to  the  fame  pub- 
lic infamy  J  I  will  not  add,  to  a  fcverer  punilli- 
ment  than  that  of  the  unfortunate  Lords,  which 
fiane  may  think  they  richly  deferved  -,  lince  it 
feem& 
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ieems  fcarce  poffible,  that  thofc  ancient  Ro- 
(nans,  who  wrote  exprefly  on  the  various  me- 
thods of  putting  people  to  death,  with  the  mpft 
exquifite  torments,  could  have  invented  a 
fliarper. 

Had  his  moft  Faitliful  Majefty  exerted  that 
power,  which  both  God  and  man  have  inverted 
nim  with,  he  would,  no  doubt,  have  proceeded 
diredUy  againfl  thofe  religious  Incendiaries,  and 
treated  them  with  as  little  ceremony  as  our  an* 
ceftors  (hewed  to  Father  Garnet^  and  the  French 
to  Father  Guinardj  who  were  both  of  the  fame 
Fraternity,  and  both  equally  defended  the  law- 
fulnefs  of  murdering  Kings  :  this,  I  fay,  he 
would  have  done,  without  applying  to  Rome 
for  a  permifHon,  which  was  at  length  granted 
with  io  much  reluctance.  He  has  indeed  pro- 
ceeded againft  them,  but,  as  many  think,  with 
iuch  ill-timed  lenity,  as  may  produce  more  fa* 
tal  t&£k&  than  the  exceilive  rigors  (hewn  to 
tho(e  who  fufiered.  Jefuits,  as  long  as  th^ 
€xi(i,  will  be  ever  plotting,  and  have  feldoni 
failed  giving  thofe  Princes  fufficient  caufe  to 
repent,  who  have  not  put  it  out  of  their  power 
to  do  farther  mifchief.  What  they  have  already 
aded  in  Portugal,  and  may  dill  ad,  by  theu: 
ieditious  writings,  and  agents,  is  no  more  than 
the  natural  conlequence  of  their  principles;  axid 
ihould  his  Majefty 's  life  prove  fo  (hort  as  they 
have  predided,  the  world  will  as  naturally  im- 
pute It  to  their  machinations. 

Henry  IV.  had  treated  the  Society  with  much 
Ui\!>  rigor  than  it  has  experienced  in  Portugal;: 

he 
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Ke  was  fo  far  reconciled  to  them,  as  even  to 
permit  their  rc-eftabU(hrticnt  in  France,  after  a 
ihort  exile ;  and  yet  his  life  paid  for  it.  For- 
tuguefe  Jefuits  are  as  little  apt  to  forget  and 
forgive  as  the  French.  We  fee,  they  can  find 
Rmnllacs  to  do  their  bufinefs  j  and  as  they  are 
now  in  a  country,  where  the  art  of  poifoning 
is  fo  well  underftood,  how  eafy  will  it  be  to 
ptxjctire  fuch  adepts,  who,  when  more  violent 
methods  fiul,  know  how  to  apply  their  talents 
this  way,  in  the  moft  exquifite  manner  ?  'TiS 
the  general  opinion,  that  they  will  certainly 
make  a  fecond  attempt,  by  fome  means  or 
other.-  Who  knows  what  an  handle  they  may 
make  of  the  prefent  mSfondcrftanding  with  the 
Court  of  Rome,  by  perfuading  the  people  that 
their  King  is  an  enemy  to  the  Church  ?  It  ap- 
pears from  the  inftance  above-mentioned,  that 
fuch  infinuations  produced  very  fatal  cfFcfts  in 
a  country  far  lefs  bigoted  to  the  holy  See  than 
Portugal.  In  fhort,  there  is  nothing  on  earth 
fo  much  to  be  dreaded  as  the  rage  and  malice 
of  Jefuits  ;  and  as  their  plots  are  fo  deep  laid-, 
and  meafures  fo  well  concerted,  the  Almighty 
alone,  who  watches  over  Princes,  can  avert 
the  intended  blow :  may  his  over-ruling  provi- 
dence confound  the  dark  devices  of  thisaccurl* 
ed  Fraternity,  and  rcftore  peace  and  happinefs 
to  that  diftratfted  kingdom,  which  it  can  never 
hope  for,  in  any  fliape,  whilft  Jefuits  have  the 
leaift  influence  over  the  natives. 

I  fhall  fay  no  more  on  the  article  of  Murder, 
than  that,  whatever  provocations  cither  the  un- 
happy 
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happy  Lords,  or  their  Spiritual  Dircdlors  mighc 
have  had,  to  induce  the  one  to  form  a  dcfiga 
againft  their  Sovereign's  life,  and  the  other  (o 
readily  to  lecond  it  ;  it  docs  not  appear^  that 
the  two  -RuffianSy  who  were  hired  to  give  tlM» 
blow,  had  any  provocation  at  aii,  nor  the  leaft 
temptation  to  engage  in  fo  black  an  affair,  be- 
fides  the  wretched  pittance  of  twenty  or  thirty 
moidores  to  be  divided  between  them;     I-fow 
prone  muil  that  people  be  to  a£ts  of  bloodnfhed; 
and  how  precarious. the  lives  of  fubjedls,  where 
even  that  of  a  fbvereign.  is  held  at  fo  vile  a  price  I. 
May  it  not  be  iaid,  without  much  exaggcration^r 
that  two  Ruffians  could  not  be  eafily  found  in 
any  other  part .  of.  the  known  glubc^  io  ready 
to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their 
King,  for  io  infigniiicant  a  reward  ?  In  a  word, 
I  cannot  agree  with  Mr.  Whitfield,  that  l^riefts 
in  Portug^  may  be  hired  for  a  triflQ  to  flab  ajtiy 
man  they  pleafe ;  fmce  all  the  world  knows, 
that  men  of  their  cloth,  and  efpecially  Jefuits, 
have  too  much  regard  to  their  own  perfonal 
fafety,  to  expofe  themfelves  to  fuch  dangers  i 
and  indeed^  what  neceffity  is  there  of  doing  fo, 
when  they  can  fo  eafiiy  hire  others,  for  a  trifle, 
to  do  their  work  for  them  ? 

Having  thus  given  you  my  fentimcnts  on  the 
three  charges  of  Diffioneffy,  Lewdncfs,  and 
Murder,  brought  againft  the  Britilh  Nation,  I 
fliail*  take  leave  of  tlie  Satyrical  Reviewer,  in 
my  next,  with  fome  remarks  on  a  few  other 
paifages,    which j^    perhaps,    may  be  thought 
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ftiore  extraordinary  than  asy  of  the  preceding, 
and  then  enter  on  a  more  interefling  fubje(^. 
I  am,  &c. 

•  •    ■  . 

LETTER       XIX. 


SIR, 

« «      -  .  * 

^.^  Am  afraid  you  ^1  tUnk  I  have  g^ven  my- 
felf  more  trouble  than  was  ne^eflary,  in 
welling  fo  long  on  the  odious  Parallel  between 
two  Nations  in  amity  with  each  other  ;  and 
ibme,  I  doubt  not,  wiU  be  offended  at  certain 
paiTages  in  the  prececling  letters,  which  may 
;ifeem  too  ftrong.  The  only  apology  I  can 
makcji  is,  that  the  infotence  of  me  I^rcenary 
Tool,  who  fubmitted  to  the  infampus  taik  .of 
abuiing  his  own  country  in  fo  outa^eous  a 
manner,  forced  me, to  it.  If  I  have  faid  ibtnc. 
diiagre^le  things,  I  have  iaid  nothing  but  the 
truthi  nor  referred  to  any  fads  but  fuch  as  are 
public  and  notorious  i  whereas  it  ieeais^  &arce 
credible,  that  any  Poragner/ aequakted  with 
the  genius  and  manners  of  both  ^£fttiQns,  ihould  ' 
not  perceivcj^  that  Briton  is  one  of  the  lafl 
countries  on  earth  b>  be  paralleird,  in  either  of 
the  three  articles  afbre-mefitioned,  with  that  of 
Portugal.  How  little  reafim  has  this  Hireling 
to  complain  of  the  licentioufnefs  of  our  Prefs  ? 
What  treatment  would  a  Portuguefe  meet  with 
at  Lifbon»  who,  at  the  inftance  of  a  BritiihMi- 
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hifter  there,  (hould  ptiblifh  fuch  a  Libel  as  die 
Satyrid  has  done,  againft  his  own  country,  and 
that  in  his  native  language  *  ? 

How  far  this  doughty  performance  may  have 
been  approved  abroad,  or  what  impreffiori  it 
may  have  made  on  our  good  friends  and  allies^ 
I  know  not ;  but  this  I  know,  that,  if  they 
really  think  us  to  be  but  half  fo  lawlefs  and 
profligate  a  race  as  we  are  defcribed,  they  have 
no  great  reafon  to  court  our  friendfliip  or  vakie 
our  alliance.  One  thing  I  can  aver  on  my  o<vn 
knowlege,  that,  whatever  liberties  fome  of  oar 
writers  have  taken,  in  chara<9:erizing  that  Na- 
tion, feme  of  theirs  have  repaid  us  ten-fold  in 
the  &me  kind*  Among  many  inftances,  I  re- 
member to  have  feen  a  fmall  Quarto  Volume, 
eritHfed,  Hijhria  Univerfil,  the  author  of  which 
thus  fums  up  our  chftrajfter  :  Rmjim^  os  Inglezes 
sSo  a  peffima  Na^ao  de  Europa ;  gente^  fern  ley^ 
Jem  ff^  e  Jem  Deos :  that  is.  The  Englifli,  in 
fine,  are  the  vileft  nation  in '  all  Europe ;  a 
people,  without  kw,  without  faith,  and  with- 
out GoA.  Our  Satyrift  feems  to  have  drawn 
his  copy  from  this  beautiful  original :  the  fea- 
tures are  undoubtedly  the  fame,  tho'  fome  what 
brger,  and  the  colourings  laid  on  thicker. 

*  Our  ffood  Friends  and  Allies,  oa  the  commeoceraent 
of  tfao  prefent  war,  fufiercd  the  French  Ambaflador  at  thdr 
Court  to  p ublifh  a  moft  abufive  and  virulent  Libel  againft 
the  ^ntiAi  Nation,  but  had  fo  much  more  regard  for  us 
thair  oar  ET^Iiih  Satyrift,  that  they  refufed  to  grant  a  li- 
cence, idiich  that  Miniflcr  had  eamefUy  folicited,  for  print- 
lag  it  in  tlie  language  of  the  country. 

I  But 
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'■  But  you  hiufl  not  imagine,  that  ^tyr  is  thi^ 
man's  only  talent ;  for,  when  Panegyric  is  ne- 
'  ceflkry,  he  knows  how  to  pay  thole  compli- 
ments, which  his  Mafters  ■  are  fo  remarkably 
|fand  of.  "  Surely,  fays  he,- 'no  people  deferve 
our  cAeem  more  than  the  Portuguefe ;  for  envy 
itfelf  mufl  own,  that  they  are  an  hofpitable 
feople  to  ftrangers  in  general ;  their  men  are 
brave,  generous,  and  ingemous  :  their  women 
are  not  more  amiablo  for  their  wit  aod-  beauty, 
than  for  their  fprightlinefs,  affabtfity,  piety^and 
chajiity ;  their  Glergy,  whatever  be  their  doc- 
ttincs,  (which  concertis-us.not)  are  refpeflable 
jn  their  conduit,  and,  cho'  they  may  have  the 
common  frailties  of  oth/sr  man,  have  the  dtfcre' 
iioH  to  keep  them  fo  well  put  of  public  vj^ew, 
ffaat  their  external  deportment  is  rather  exem- 
plary than  reproachabie  to  every  eye  but  that 
of  a  prej  udiced  Higot.  ■  Their  Geptry  are  cour- 
teous and  magnificent,  and  their  Tradefmen  in 
general  faitlilril  in  their  agreements,  and  houeft' 
jn  their  dealings.  Sudi  is.  the  general^  unbi- 
alTed  character  of  this  injured  Pec^ie.  -^t~  Aud 
this  I  can>;  with  Arid  truth}  vouch  sn  my  own 
perlbnal  knowlege,  noi^jman- having. hvi  m,ore 
oppoitunil^'of  acquicing.ft'thpFou^  iaGglit  into 
the  cuftoms,  charaftef", 'and  genius  of  that  Na- 
tion, than  myfclf.  .  Not  that  i  have  <wy' M/erc// 
in  riling  up  in  their  Jefence*  So  ^  am  I 
from  baring  nny  advantage  to  biafs  me,  thai  I 
^L.r  rafh'^r  been  a  hfcr  ty  th  Portuguefe^  and 
yet  I  muft  db  them  the  juftlce,  not  to  impute 
my  tolTes  to  their  fault,  but  Xo  my  own  iU  for- 
,     -J  tuae* 
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iiihCi  Imu/i  own,  that,,  of  the  many  Courts  and 
Countries  I  have  fien^  I  know  of  noncy  which, 
next  to  my  own,  abounds  with  fo  many  mprak 
and  foci al  virtues  as  Portugal. 

Iij  this  drain  the  Panegyrift  goes  on  for  fevc- 
ral  pages ;  but,  I  think,  what  I  have  quoted, 
will  be  iufficient  to  convince  you,  that  the  cha- 
radler  he  has  given  of  the  Portuguefe,    is  as 
much  the  reverie  of  ours,  as  words  could  pof- 
fibly  draw  it,  or  at  Icaft,  was  fo  intended.  The 
former,  we  find,  are  complimented  with  every 
virtue   which  can  render  a  people    truly  rc- 
{pe£table ;  whilft  the  latter  are  allowed  no  other 
qualities  but  fuch  as  they  ought  to  be  a(hamed 
of.     To  obviate  all  objeftions  which  might  be 
ftarted  to  fo  ftrange  a  proceeding  in  an  Englifli- 
man,  we  are  folemnlyaffured,  that  he  had  no 
fuch  thing  as  felf-intereft  in  view,  or  anV  other 
inducement  but  merely  to  do  juftice  to  that  in- 
jured people.     But  fo  it  happens,  that  this  very 
proteftation  has  raifed  a  fufpicion  in  the  gene- 
rality of  his  readers,  that  he  was  confcious  of 
the  bafe  part  he  had  a6led,  and  fomewhat  ap- 
prehenfive  of  being  reproached  for  it ;  and  in- 
deed it  feems  utterly  incredible,  that  any  man 
fliould  have  taken  fuch  pains  to  vilify  his  own 
country,  in  favor  of  Foreigners,  without  fbme 
valuable  confideration.      To  give  the  greater 
air  of  probability  to  the  title  he  has^aiTumed  of 
a  Merchant,  as  well  as  to  his  difinterefled  mo- 
tives on  this  occalion,  we  are  told  of  his  lofles 
in  Trade,  which  may  be  literally  true ;  fincc 
every  one  knows,  that  Fryars  and  Secular  Priefly 
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as  well  as  Jefuits,  carry  on  both  temporal  and 
fpirituai  trafHc  at  once^  without  any  diminution 
^to  their  facerdotal  charader^  and  as  all  branches 
of  Trade  have  their  viciditudes,  it  cannot  be 
thought  very  furprifing,  that  Father  Bl — tbe^ 
who  has  full  as  much  right  to  negociate  in  both 
thefe  capacities,  as  any  of  his  brethren,  (hould^ 
like  other  men  of  bufinefs,  ibmetimes  iVieet 
with  difappointments  in  the  one  as  well  as  the 
other. 

But,  notwithflanding  he  has  bellowed  fuch 
lofty  encomiums  on  his  Patrons,  infomuch  that, 
one  would  think,  at  firil  view,  it  were  fcarce 
pofTible  to  raife  them  higher ;  yet  alas !  how 
unluckily  does  he  overfet  all  the  fine  things  he 
has  laid  of  them,  by  adding  at  laft,  as  the  fum 
total  of  their  character,  that,  of  the  many  courts 
and  cowztries  be  has  jeen^  be  knows  of  none ^  which ^ 
next  to  his  own^  abounds  with  fo  many  moral  and 
ficial  virtues^  as  Portugal.  A  moft  wretched 
compliment  indeed !  For  if,  after  all,  this  re- 
fpe<5tabie  people  abound  with  no  other  moral 
and  focial  virtues,  than  what  he  has  beflowed 
on  us,  what  elfe  are  they  to  be  reputed,  but  a 
pack  of  Thieves^  Ubcrtineiy  and  Cutthroats  ? 

It  nxay  not  be  impertinent  jufi:  to  take  notice 
here  of  what  this  incomparable  writer  fays» 
with  refped:  to  the  Prejent  voted  by  Parliament^ 
and  tranfmitted  to  Lifbon,  on  receiving  the 
news  of  the  Earthquake.  This  perhaps  will 
be  thought  the  moft  extraordinary  paifage  in 
the  whole  Review.  "  When  the  Court  of 
Portugal,  fays  he,  did  England  the  ^/;>r^iy^/ 


ifig  honor  J  which  it  refufcd  to  evciy  other  tia-^ 
tioii',  of  gracio^y  actepting  the  fmall  token  we 
fent  it,  of  our  fincere  afFciflion  and  fyrrtpathy, 
it  undoubtedly  gave  the  ftrongeft  proof  poffible, 
of  its  friendly  donfiderice  in  us.  But  it  certainly 
did  not  mean,  by  fo  doing,  to  give  us  the  li* 
bcjrty  of  wantonly  abufing  it/' 

TTi's  no  hard  matter  to  guefs,  by  whom  thefe 
notable  words  were  dilated,  and  fome,  I  ap- 
prehend, will  be  apt  to  fay,  that  they  breathe 
the  very  foul  of  the  Portuguefe  Nation.  But, 
to  wave  a  point  which  affords  fuch  copious 
matter  for  fp^ulatioh,  let  me  afk  this  man, 
who  feems  to  have  the  glory  of  that  people  fo 
much  at  heart,  a  ferious  qucflion  or  two.  Ifi 
what  does  the  wanton  abiife  he  mentions  con- 
fift  ?  Some  of  our  fcribblers,  it  ieems,  have 
been  fo  audacious  as  to  make  a  jeft  of  their  mi- 
raculous images,  and  even  to  give  pretty  broad 
hints,  that  they  do  not  look  on  the  holy  Inqui- 
sition as  the  moft  righteous  tribunal  in  the  world* 
But  is  this  any  thing  new  or  ftrange  here  ? 
Knows  he  not,  that  we  live  in  a  country,  where 
the  Legiflature  itfelf  cannot  ilop  the  tongues 
and  pens  of  thofc,  who  think  fit  to  utter  their 
fentiments,  with  the  fame  freedom,  on  matters 
which  appear  to  us  of  infinitely  more  weighty 
concern  than  the  heft  of  their  innumerable? 
Noffas  Senboras  *  in  Portugal. 

But, 

♦  Not  only  every  churcli  and  chapel,  but  moft  ftrects  In 
Lifbon,  as  well  as  all  other  towns  and  villages,  nay,  even 
the  pnblic  roads,  have  an  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary^  who 
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•  But,  whatever  abufe  or  wantonoefs  may  ha 
difcovered  in  our  fcribblers,  have  they  takea 
more  indecent  liberties,  with  regard  to  the  re- 
ligion of  that  country,  than  the  Portuguefe  con- 
tinually do  with  ours  ?  Is  any  thing  more  fre- 
quent with  them,  than  to  make  a  mockery  of 
our  form  of  divine  worOiip,  and  to  llyle  us  in 
their  books  and  fermons,  as  well  as  common 
diicourfe,  a  parcel  of  damned  Heretics  ?  And, 
notwithllanding  it  ought  in  reafon  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  we  have  at  leall  as  good  an  opinion 
of  our  Church,  as  they  have  of  theirs,  yet  I 
could  never  learn  that  the  Britiih  Nation  ever 
looked  on  thefe  freedoms  as  autliorized  by  that 
Court,  purely  to  infult  and  abufe  us ;  tho'  I 
think,  it  Should  be  noted  by  the  way,  that  'tis 
much'  eaficr  to  prevent  fuch  liberties  in  Portu-r 
gal,  where  the  King's  will  is  4  Law^  than  it 

■  is  always  Ailet!  by  the  natives,  Nsffa  Senhora,  i.  e.  our  I*1t 
dy,  with  fomi:  faiitaflic  title  added,  to  didinguilli  ihcm 
from  each  utiier,  according  to  the  caprice  of  their  refpeftlvc 
devotees.  Some  of  thefe  Idols  arc  believed,  by  the  popu- 
lace atleaA,  ro  have  much  more  virtue  ialhem  than  others, 
for  which  igafon  they  are  moft  rcfortcd  to.  Happy  is  that 
Monaltery  which  has  one  oF  this  latter  fort  in  its  keeping, 
as  it  brings  in  fuch  coriRant  offeriDgs.  The  Frjars  of  our' 
Lady  of  the  Rock  of  Ftnnce,  had  good  reafon  to  treat  her 
handfomely,  as  Ihe  paid  fo  well  for  her  lodging  and  cloath* 
iiig,  the  whole  Community  being  fitppoited  by  her  means. 
Many  perfons  may  be  fo  ill-informed,  as  to  take  all  thefe 
Ladit's  tor  mere  ufelcfs  pieces  of  trumpery :  but  this  h  do- 
ing ihem  wrong;  for  fome,  to  their  credit  be  it  fpoiicn, 
arc  not  without  iheir  utility,  as  they  have  always  lanps 
burning  before  them ;  which  is  no  fmall  convtniince  to 
paflengers,  in  the  darit  nights  at  Lifbon,  where  tiietc  artf 
IK)  other  ilhimiiutioQS,  j 

*  poflibly 
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poflibly  can  be  in  England,  whilft  our  happy 
Cenftitution  fubfifts.  * 

I  fliall  fay  but  little  concerning  the  SatyriftV 
refle6Kons  on  the  Parliamentary  Prclbnt:  indeed 
he  has  fo  embarrafled  me,  that  I  hardly  know 
what  to  fay.  Let  it  fufiice  therefore  juft  to 
hint,  that,  as  nothing  was  ever  given  with  a 
better  grace,  fo  nothing,  if  I  am  not  greatly 
niifinformed,  was  ever  received  with  a  worfc, 
nor  (as  many,  both  natives  and  foreigners,  re- 
port) ever  applied  to  a  worfe  nfe.  However, 
we  have  ftill  one  confolation  left.  Britain,  as 
the  Satyrift  well  infinuates,  will  ever  have  rea- 
fon  to  blefs  God,  for  the  incomparable  honor 
that  Court  was  plcafed  to  do  us,  in  fo  gracioufly 
vouchfafing  to  accept  fuch  an  in  con  fide  table 
token  of  our  friendlhip;  and  Gratitude,  one 
would  think,  Hiould  have  prompted  our  Le- 
giflature,  long  ere  this,  to  have  pafled  a  vote 
of  humble  thanks  and  acknowlegement  for  fo 
very  extraordinary  and  unmerited  a  favor. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  Review,  a  kind  of 
menace  is  dropt,  that,  if  we  don't  mend  our 
manners,  the  Portuguefe  may  be  at  length  in- 
duced to  fhake  us  entirely  off,  that  is,  as  he 
afterwards  explains  his  meaning,  by  abfolutely 
prohibiting  our  commerce.  Indeed  they  have 
taken  fuch  large  ftrides  towards  obtaining  this 
end,  that  I  wifli  our  Merchants  had  not  fb 
much  reaibn  to  complain,  as  they  have  done 
for  fome  years  paft,  of  their  finding  this  hint  to 
be  fbmewhat  more  than  a  menace.  For,  as  to 
our  once*valuable  privileges  in  that  country,  if 

they 
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-they  are  not  formally  abolifhed,  £>  little  regard 
is  paid  to  them,  that  I  myfelf  have  heard  a  great 
officer  of  the  CuAom-houfe  of  Lifbon,  replying 
to  one  of  our  Merchants,  who  remonfli^ted 
againft  the  ir]^ra(^on  of  one  of  the  prindpal 
article8>  that  they  were  good  for  nothing  elfe 
bat  to  wrap  butter  and  cheeie  in.  The  twd 
late  Pro-uerdoresy  or  Comptrollers  of  that  Cuf- 
tom-houie  were  avowed  enemies  to  die  Britiib 
fadory;  and  never  neglefted  the  leaft  oppor- 
tunity that  offered,  of  embarralHng  their  com- 
merce, and  mortifying  their  perfons.  The  a^ 
of  wanton  tyranny  and  injuitice,  .which  thefo 
two  men  committed,  are  fcarce  to  be  number- 
ed. With  rcfpc£t  to  our  prefent  Trade  there, 
it  is,  I  believe,  generally  allowed  not  to  be  the 
fourth  put  of  what  it  was  i  and,  as  to  that  of 
Porto,  if  -the  Faflory  there  is  to  be  credited, 
'tis  reduced  almofl:  to  nothing,  fincQ  die  new- 
eflabliHied  Company. 

The  only  reflection  I  fhatl  make  on  thefe 
innovations,  is,  that,  ihould  the  enter|wizing 
Minifter,  now  at  the  helm,  who  has,  'tis  iaid, 
conceived  an  avcrfion  to  our  Nation,  on  account 
of  feme  perfonal  difguft  formerly  received  here; 
Aiould  this  Favorite,  I  fay,  at  length  gain  his 
point,  it  is  much  to  be  doubted,  whether  it 
would  anfwer  the  end  propofed.  This  projeft, 
no  lefs  than  his  aitachment  to  the  French,  are 
no  great  proofs  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  many  judicious  perfons, 
difcovcr  but  little  regard  to  the  true  welfare  of 
ius  couotiy^    Tiffle '  tnay  fhew,  as  it  has  4kx» 
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on  ib  many  former  .occafions»  that  the  Britiih 
Alliance  is  of  more  cpnlequence  to  Portugal 
than  all  the  advantages  we  reap  from  thence  in 
Trade;  on  which  head,  it  ought  like  wife  to  be 
obierved,  that  we  take  from  them  little  eUe 
but  their  fuperfluities,  and  furniih  them  in  re* 
turn  with  fuch  neceflaries,  as  they  cannot  be 
fb  well  fupplied  with  from  others.  To  this  let 
me  add  a  remark  made  by  thofe  who  are  fkilled 
in  mercantile  affairs,  wz.  that  the  ballance  in 
our  favor  is  feldom  an  equivalent  for  the  ha- 
zards we  run.  In  a  word,  I  believe  it  may  be 
faid,  without  lefTening  the  dignity  of  Portugal, 
or  muqh  exalting  that  of  England,  that,  as  np 
country  in  Europe  feems  better  able  than  the 
latter,  (o  none  feems  lefs  able  than  the  former, 
efpecially  at  this  jun(5ture,  to  maintain  itfelf  in 
a  flate  of  independency. 

The  natives  of  that  unhappy  kingdom,  it  is 
certain,  are  far  from  contented  with  their  pre- 
fcnt  iituadon.  The  Clergy  are  full  of  fears^ 
the  Nobility  of  reientment,  thofe  few  of  them 
I  mean,  who  have  not  yet  been  exterminated. 
Every  thing  carries  with  it  a  gloomy  afped:,  and 
every  meafiire  lately  taken  to  break  the  fpirits 
of  the  populace,  already  too  much  depreffed, 
and  to  Aifle  their  murmurs,  has  only  ferved  to 
rankle  the  fore.  Even  the  patient  Afs,  when 
ov^r-loaden,  will  begin  to  kick ;  and  thofe, 
who  once  gloried  in  their  palfive  obedience, 
may  at  length  be  driven  to  defperation.  Con- 
fixations,  banifhments,  dungeons,  racks,  and 
gibbets,  may  terrify  for  a  while }  but  nothing; «. 

cau'^ 


'•^it^         Some  farthef 'kemar^s,  &c. 
can  fccure  the  throne  of  a  Prince  but  the  affec- 
tion of  his  fubje<fts,  and  a  conviftion  that  he 
confults  their  welfcrc  more  than  his  own  will 
and  pleafure. 

I  Ihall  fubjoln  bnt  one  word  more  on  tliia 

"difagreeable  fubjeft,  to  wit,  diat  nothing  I  have 
advanced  in  this  or  the  preceding  letters,  is  in- 

'tended  as  an  Encomivm  on  our  own  Nation, 
nr  as  a  Saxyr  on  the  Portugucfc.    For  Vice,  in 

,  Ihort,  is  ^eproduft  of  every  climate ;  nor  is 
there  any  people  kt  profligatCj  but  may  be  dit 
tinguifhed  for  fome  virtues ;  and  if  the  Parallel, 
deiigned  to  fet  us  in  lb  odious  light,  has-,'  on 
examining  the  leveral  Items  of  the  Char^, 
turned  out  to  the  diiadvantage  of  our  good 
Friends  and  Allies,  theymay  thank  dieir  bung- 
ling Apologift  for  it,  and  muft  take  more  care 
for  the  future,  in  cafe  any  Aing  of  the  fame 
kind  fhould  be  again  attempted,  to  employ  an 
abler  pen,  who  may  do  juftice  to  them  as  well 
as  to  us. 

I  am,  with  pcrfeft  efteem,  G?f. 


LET- 
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TH  E  fubjed  I  am  now  entering  upon,  Is 
.of«a  very  intereiling  nature;  it  relate* 
to  the  prodigious  increaiCe  of  Popery  in  this 
kingdom,  and  the  caufes  to  which  it  is  owinel 
.The  remarks  I  (hall  make  on  a  matter  of  fucn 
Importance,  cannot  be.  more  properly  intro- 
duced, than  by  giving  you  my  lefitimencs  on  a 
late  pamphlet,  entitled,  Mr.  jurnold^s  Motiv^i 
for  renGwicing  the  Popijh  and  re-embracing  tb^ 
Vrotefiant  Religion.  You  will  here  meet  with 
Several  ikiking  paiTages  ;  and  'tis  fomewli^t 
amazing,  tliat  they  have  hitherto  been  taken 
fo  Jittle  notice  of,  confidering  how  much  th^ 
Public  i&  concerned  in  them.  Time  has  been, 
when  fuch  a  relation  would  have  alarmgd  thd 
whole  kingdom  ;  nor  can  tiie  prefcnt  filcnce  be 
accounted .  lor,  but  from  the  induilry  of  thofe, 
who  ufed  their  wonted  artifices  to  conceal  it 
Irom  d}c  knowlege  of  die  world. 
.  Mr.  i\rnold,  in  this  Pamphlet,  firft  lays  opert 
the  various  tricks  and  wiles  made  ufe  of,  by  his 
pretended  friends  in  England,  to  induce  him  to 
go  over  to  Paris,  that  he  might  have  tlie  better 
opportunity,  as  they  inlinuatcd,  of  completing 
liis  ftutiics  iji  Surgery  j  tho'  in  reality  their  dc- 
lign  v^Tis  to  facilitate  the  plot  wh.eh  had  been 
fccrctiy  formed  at  home,  in  conccrc  with  their 
riicitj,  of  perverting  him  to  Popery :  and  tho' 

he 


he  may  Ctem  to  be  a  pcicn  of  coo  fittle  came- 
qiicrtce  tc>.  have  lb  maay  engines  emnic^'eii 
about  him,  yet  the  irrie^^bie  paica  oksn 
itn  thifl  occaCion,  will  not  be  w:nilered  at  by 
thevie  who  ]ttw>w,  ^at  z  Papitl  is  alwsys  ready 
to  eoiiiipa&  (ez  afid  Eand,  *>  nHke  one  Pro&ly^ 
BcMsst  th«re  was  a  ^Aer  new  in  this  rI*- 
giooK  plot,  aft  appcari'  hom  Ae  tcqeeL 

On  Mr.  ArnoM't  anml  a<  fVis^  the  attack, 
Iphkh  he ImkI  not  lito  letfA  Mpicio&c^,  wasn- 
■wdkiteiy  began  by  indtreA  methods,  as  Btol. 
At  )cDg;th  fome  Catholic  Books  were  pot  mto 
hh  hand,  and  Ar.c,  amofv^  the  red,  partictilaFly 
fcc>mmcndcd,  m  a  maiW-piece  in  its  kiini, 
•ttd  which  fuhvertcd  the  very  foondmon  ot* 
Proteftanlirm.  If  you  would  iuiotr  the  nacne 
«4  this  formidable  hoofc,  ic  was  Er^lanJs  Can- 
^m^m  amm^hrmation compared i  t^aothcK-of 
which  is  Cb-ruU-r^  «ttr  Titriar  Kihop,  whom 
we  have  had  foch  frequent  occafion  to  men- 
tion. There  arc  feveral  editions  of  it,  all  print- 
ed in  London,  but  generally  with  the  luune  of 
ffime  foreign  place  in  the  title-pa^,  like  the 
]>jiiay-pamplet :  that  which  is  now  Jelling  in 
Hoiborn,  aitho' reprinted  herewith  large  addi- 
tions, not  above  diree  or  four  years  ago,  has 
in  it»  front,  Anfrnff,  iy2p  This  fingle  book 
h  feid  to  have  made  more  converts  to  Popery 
than  it  containn  letters.  Tts  certainly  drawn 
up  with  a  grwd  deal  of  art,  and  carries  with  it 
fuch  a  rtiew  of  rcafoningas  may  eafily  deceive 
not  only  the  vulgar,  but  thofc  alfb,  who  are 
little  convccldnt  with  the  Holv  Scriptures  and 
EcclB- 
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'  Ecclefiaflical  Hiftory.     Such  as  are  but  mode- 
rately acquainted  with  both,  will  Ibon  difcover 
that  the  whole  is  nothing  but  fophillry  and  mif- 
reprefentation*     The  author  has  taken  the  me- 
thod of  other  Popifh  Writers :  he  does  not  at- 
tempt to  prove,  in  the  firft  place,  as,  one  would 
tifiink,  he  ought  to  have  done,  that  the  prefent 
doctrines  and  pra<^ces  of  the  Church  of  Rome 
are  founded  on  the  word  of  God,  but  only  to 
fiiew  the  indefe£bbility  and  infallibility  of  the 
Catholic  Church,   that  is  to  fay,   of  his  own 
party,  as  he  afterwards  explains  the  matter  ) 
that  the  Religion  introduced  amqng  our  Saxon 
AnceAors,  by  Auftin  the  Monk,  was  the  very 
iame,   in  every  refpedt,  with  that  which  had 
been  refreived  by  the  ancient  Britons,    in  the 
reign  of  King  Lucius  ^,    and  this  the  farad 
which  had  been  taught  by  Chrifl  and  his^ApbT-^ 
ties :  coniequently,  that- Popery  is  the  only^^tmo 
Religion  3  from  whence  it  necefTarily  follows, 
^which  is  the  drift  of  the  whole  Performance) 
that  every  one,  who  has,  a  mind  to  fave  his  {bul, 
Knuft  inftantly  turn  Pepift. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  feeh'  ilHs 
book,  and  (hall  therefore*  fay  no  more  of  it^ 
than  that  it  ha&  too  well  aafwered  the  end  pro- 
p^ed^  as  fuch  kind  of  books  always  will  do, 
tvith  thofe  who  leave  the  fountain  of  living  wa- 
ters for  the  broken  ciflern  of  human  Tradiddns. 
.  However,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remind  thofe 

^  *  It  is  much  to  be  doubted,  whether  fuch  a  King  ever 
tXiHed;  The  firft  news  we  hear  of  him  is  in  the  (Jejia  Poti* 
Jlficum,  vbich  are  known  to  be  mere  forgeries. 
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who  have  been  perverted  by  the  reading  of  if, 
that,  fuppofing  Popery  to  be  the  very  iktao 
thing  now,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Auilin,  and 
even  in  tjiufe  of  the  fuppoled  King  Lucius, 
(which  is  a  moil  notorious  faliity,  as  can  be 
proved  by  a  thuuland.tefhmoiiie^)  yet  ilill  the 
ijoaterial  point  in  qucflion  is,  whether  it  be  ge- 
nuine Qindianity.  This  can  only  be  decided, 
\fy  retfurring  tg  -  tl^  .  un^oif  ppii^d  oracles  .of 
Xfuth,  from  when^  it  ^iil  ^tppear  to  any  ue- 
J^ud^ced  ^atniner,  that  no,  two  things  caa 
^.  more  widely  different.  A£  to  fuch  as  have 
not  yet  been  perverted,  but  may  perhaps  have, 
been  fomcwhat  fiiaken  by  the  hiftorical  faifl^ 
and  fophillical  argupaents  tlience  deduced,  .ili 
may  fufiice  juH:  to  intimate,  that  many  of  thef 
PppiOi  Errors  and  Supcrflitions  are  allowed  ta 
b^  very  ancient.:  Ibme.  of  them,  as  I  have  al- 
ready remarked,  may  be  traced  much  higher 
than  the  apofh>lical  age  :  but  tliis,  I  apprchent^ 
will  be  no  great  recommendation.  In  Ihort^ 
as  .there  is  no  end  of  polemical  trads,  and  fo 
little  benefit  to  be  got  from  reading  them,  thf^ 
foeft  advice  I  can  give  to  fuch  as  .have  noither 
time  nor  abilides  to  confult  theni,  is  the  lludy 
of  the  holy  Scripture. .  He  who  does  this,  with 
a  well-difpofed  mind,  and' makes  ufe,  in  cafe 
any  difficulty  occurs,  of  fuch  helps  as  are  eafily 
to  be  obtained  from  thole  wluj  have  no  Intcrefl 
in  dilguiiing  the  truth,  will  never  embrace  Fo-. 
pery. 

f  lirinft  here  inform  you,  that  there  is  ano- 

ihcf  Book,  of  a  more  ancient  date,  entitled^ 
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Englm^s  Re/brmatim,  which  is  chiefly  calcu- 
fated  for  the  ufe  of  the  vulgar.  Tho'  tliis  Is 
reckoned  a  very  choice  piece,  perhaps  ^it  may 
never  have  fallen  in  your  way,  and  indeed  if 
it  never  fhould,  you  will  have  no  great  reafon 
to  regret  tKe  lois.  To  gratify,  however,  your 
curiofity,  I  fhall  give  you  fome  account  of  it. 
TTis  wrote  by  one  fFardy  in  a  fort  of  doggrel 
rhynie  *y  and  chieflv  built  on  the  ridiculous 
fkble  of  the  Nags-iead  Oonjecrationy  which  is 
related  as  moft  indubitable  fadt,  tho'  confuted, 
beyond  all  pofiibility  of  reply,  by  the  learned 
andjudicious  Father  Counr^ery  a  Roman  Catho^ 
lie  Priefl,  who  has  proved  to  a  demonflrationj 
^at  this  Tale  has  much  lefs  to  fupport  it  than 
the'  old  floiy  of  Pope  yoan^  which,  fuppofing  it 
to  be  an  invention,  was  never  pretended  to 
have  been  the  invention  of  Proteftants,  as  the 
former  undoubtedly  was  of  Papifls.  In  a  word^ 
'tis  a  mere  rhapfody  of  fcurrility  and  imperd« 
nence,  beneath  all  cridcifm. 

This  is  the  genuine  charader  of  the  work, 
notwichftanding  which,  I  aflure  you,  not  only 
the  whole  rabble  of  Papifts  among  us,  but  moil 
of  the  better  fort  are  infinitely  charmed  with  it, 
arid  never  fpcak  of  it,  without  an  air  of  tri- 
umph. Even  thofe  few,  who  pretend  to  laugh 
at  it  before  Proteftants,  are  too  fenfible  of  die 
fervice  it  does  theCatholic  caufe,  and  the  mighty 

*  This  .book  has  been  often  reprinted.  One  ^kighaoi 
an  Iri(h  Bpc^deller  in  Drury-lane,  publiftied  a  ty^w  edidoo 
of  it,  fome  fi^  yeu%  ago,  which  has  been  fo  well  improve^y 
that  *tis  DOW  grown  twice  as  bulky  as  any  of  the  preoMling. 
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influence  it  has  over  weak  minds,  not  to  beilow 
the  highefl  encomiums  on  it,  in  preience  of 
their  own  party :  I  believe,  there  is  (carce  one 
of  them  without  it,  as  *tis  given  gratis  to  thofe, 
who  cannot  afford  to.  purchafe  it :  the  palpable 
lies  and  calumnies,   wherewith  it  is  fraught^ 
diminifh  nothing  of  its  merit  with  this  fort  of 
Jpeople  ;  for  furely  I  need  not  inform  you,  that 
thole  who  are  once  drawn  into  the  Catholic 
pale  give  up,  from  that  moment,  the  ufe  of 
thdr  reafon  and  fenfes,  and  read  nothing  but 
what  the  Prieft  recommends.   Nor  will  you  be 
furprized,  that  men,  who  take  their  religion  oa 
tnifl,  fhould  yield  their  affent  in  matters  of  lels 
moment.     Nothing  indeed  can  excufe  Mr.  Ar» 
noId*s  paying  the  lead  regard  to  fuch  books,  but 
the  ingenuous  confeflion  he  makes  of  Jiis  not 
being  then  fufiiciently  acquainted  with  the  prin-- 
viplcs  of  his  own  Religion,  (the  cafe  of  too 
many  others,  from  which  Popery  reaps  no  fmall 
advantage)  nor  verfed  enough  in  points  of  con- 
troverfy,  to  be  able  to  confute  the  ibphiftical 
reafons  which  perverted  him  to  theirs. 

A  Popiih  Prieft,  who  knows  his .  buiineis, 
and  the  man  he  has  to  deal.  with»  defires  no 
more  than  two  fmali  Gonceflions :  die  firll:  is, 
that,  wherever  the  word.  Churchy  is  mentioned 
in  Scripture,  it  always  means  the  Church  of 
Rome :  the  fecond  is,  that  this  fame  Church 
of  Rome  is  the  one  holy,  catholic,  and  apoflolic 
Church,  out  of  which  there  is  no  ialvation. 
When  thefc  two  points  are  gained,  which  is 
eafilj  done  with  ignorant  people,  who  k&ow 

not 
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j^ol  how  to  diftinguifti  between  fophiftry  afld 
found  reafoning,  and  do  not  perceive  the  labyv- 
rinth  they  are  going  to  be  entangled  in,  thie 
viftory  is  certain.     For  what  room  can  there 
be,  to  doubt  the  truth  of  any  thing  propofcd 
by  fuch  a  guide  ?   To  tell  a  common  Papift, 
how  repugnant  his  belief  is  to  realbn,  antiquity^ 
and  Scripture,  or  to  argue  about  the  abfurdity 
and  impiety  of  many  of  their  doctrines  and 
pradices,  is  only  beating  the  air.     You  will 
never  get  any  other  anfwer  from  him,  than 
what  the  Collier  gave  to  the  Devil,  who  want^ 
ed  to  lay  his  clutches  on  him,  as  (hrewdly  fui^- 
pefting,  he  was  no  found  Catholic.   When  thia 
man  was  at  the  point  of  death,  Satan,  it  feems, 
to  make  fure  work,  demanded  an  account  of 
his  faith.     The  Collier  anfwered,  he  believed 
as  the  Church  did  ;  and  pray,  fays  Satan,  what 
docs  the  Church  believe  ?  The  very  fame  that 
I  do,  replies  the  Collier.     Upon  which  the  old ' 
Serpent  fled  away  in  great  confufioh,  and  the 
honeft  Collier  got  fafc  to  Paradife  *.     This, 
Sir,  is  the  mighty  rampart,  behind  which  the 
generality  of  I'apifts  remain  invincible,  and  our 
Divines  may  talk  and  write  on  till  dooms-day, 
for  what  they  care. 

.  I. remember. to  have  had  Ibme  difcourfe  with 
one  of  this  clafs,  a  man  remarkably  fagacious 
in  the  management  of  his  temporal  affairs,  and 
whom  I  had  hitherto  taken  for  no  great  Bigot 
in  his  way.     It  chanced,   that,  among  other 

*  This  (bty  is  tdd  at  Urge  in  the  FUs  SanSforum.    < 
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topics  of  converfationy  fomethiog  was  iDteo- 
duoed  about  Religion*  A&  I  kriew»  it  would 
be  fpending  my  breath  to  no  purpofe^  to  enter- 
on  the  ufual  points  o£  controverfy.,  I  aiked  him» 
w)^i  he  thought  of  that  article  of  the  Trentine 
(^i!)e^,  which.enjoins  every  fbul^  on  pain  of  eter-- 
iia}/damnation>  to  believei  that  Rome,  is  the  Mo^ 
/«r ^nd  Miftrefs  of  all  Churches*  The  anfwcr. 
Ilf.returnqd.was  no  more  than.whati  expefted^ 
^t(^  that,  this  article,  being,  o^  the  ^me  divine 
authprity*  with*  the  reit^  could  noti  be  do^btedt 
hj.any  good  Catholic*  At.  this  rate,,  fidd  I» 
foicne  of  the  Daughters  muft.  be.  a.  good  deal 
colder  than,  their  Mother »  iince  it^is  univerfaliy, 
ajg^Fffids  by  the  l^wned  of :  both  communions^ 
ta^trthe  firft.Churchintbc^  world: was  ztjeru* 
fi^/M^  wh  V?  the  brother  of  our  Lord,  and  the. 
rfjljof  the  Apofties,  held. their  aflemblies ;  and 
t|i^.^//^i&.  was  the.  firfl;  city  in  which  the  pro- 
ffflbrs  of  the  Qofpel  were  diftioguifhed  by  tha 
name  of  Chnilians,  and  where  St.  Peter  him- 
felf  pre(i4ed|,  long  before  he.  fixed  his  chair  at. 
I^omei  Now,  continued  Jt  tho*  the  latter  of 
tl^ie  fads  has  been  controverted  by.ibme,  yet 
th^  two  former  wpre  never.diipiited  byahy,  as 
bneing  founded  on  the  word:o£vGod>  oonfe- 
qoently,  if  the  fcripture«aoc»unt  be  true,  that 
article  muft  neceflarily  be  ialfe  % 

Thifr 
«- 

*  \  might  ha7c  mentionedi  on  thbecctfioQf  fevend  othor: 
EffiAern  churches,  planted  by  the  Apoftles  and  theu:  Difd- 
plcs,  which  are  fo  far  frqm  dzawiog  thdr  orig^  ^bqfSk 
Rome,  that  they  have  the  precedence,  in  pdat  df  andqui^^ 
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This  point,  you  fee,  had  nothing  to  do  wifli 
fubtle  reafonin'gs  or  fcbolaftic  diftinftions,  hot 
depended  on  plain  hiftorical  matter  of  faftj 
which  a  Ruftic  of  the  moft  ordinary  capacity^ 
could  as  eafily  judge  of,  as  the  acuteft  Logician. 
But  what  anfwer,  do  you  think,  this  man  re- 
turned ?  Why  truly,  much  the  fame  as  he  had 
done  before,  and  fuch  as  a!  moft  every  Papift  is 
taught  to  make,  with  refpeft  to  myfteries  of 
Faith,  namely,  that  the  article  was  not  a  bit 
the  lefs  credible,  on  account  of  the  (eeming 
contradiction  ;  forafmuch  as  the  Church,  be. 
ing  direded  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  confe* 
quently  infallible  in  all  its  decifions,  the  truth 
of  this  article  could  not  be  called  in  queftion, 
without  impiety,  any  more  than  that  of  the 
Trinity,  which  feemed  equally  contradictory, 
and  yet  is  firmly  believed  by  us.  This  hondl 
man,  you  may  perceive,  like  moft  of  his  bre- 
thren, made  a  merit  of  his  ignorance  ;  but  as 
aftonilbing  as  his  ftupidity  may  appear,  in  fin 
prepofteroufly  confounding  two  things  together, 
which  have  not  the  leaft  connection  ;  in  this,  I 
aflure  you,  he  did  not  aCt  more  inconfiftently 
than  the  moft  learned  of  his  Church,  who  make 
ufe  of  the  very  fame  argument,  in  defence  of 
TranfubJlantiattoTi ;  a  doCtrine,  which,  accord- 
as  may  be  proved  to  a  dcmonftration.  We  know,  on  what 
pretences  that  ambitious  See  has  ufurped  the  title  otW/j^r^, 
bnt  'tis  hard  to  conceive,  on  what  foundation  it  claims  the 
title  of  M§thir  of  all  churches,  fo  far  as  to  make  it  aa  ar- 
ticle of  the  Creed,  whea  nothing  can  be  more  notorioulv. 
falfc.  ■    * 
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ing  to  the  explications  of  it,  to  be  feen  in  Po- 
pifli  Catechifms^  abounds  with  fuch  monftrous 
abfurditie3  and  palpable  contradidtions,  as  no 
,  rational  creature  can  poflibly  give  his  aflent  to* 
Haying  mentioned  Tranfubftantiation,  it  may 
hot  be  impertinent  to  add  a  few  words  on  this 
fundamental  article  of  Popery.  We  Northern 
Heretics,  (as  fomc  foreign  Papifts  are  pleafed 
to  flyle  us)  fuch  is  our  prepoffeffion  in  favor  of 
■  that  obfolete  Book  we  make  tlie  rule  of  our 
faith,  infift,  and  evidently  prove  from  thence^ 
that  there  are  but  two  Sacraments  of  divine  in- 
ftitution,  and  that  even  thefe^  tho'  partly  retain- 
ed by  our  Catholic  Brethren,  are  moft  grofly 
abufed.  But  what  room  is  there  to  complain 
on  this  head  ?  May  it  not  be  replied,  that,  if 
the  Mother  afid  Miftrefs  of  all  Churches  has  made 
^old  td  curtail  one,  (he  has  made  ample  amends, 
by  her  great  improvements  on  the  other ;  to  fay 
nothing  of  the  five  new  aies  fbe  has  fuper-add- 
ed,  for  which  we  are  wholly  indebted  to  her  ? 
Moreover,  ought  we  not  to  refleft,  how  mag- 
nificently tliat  part  of  the  Eucharift,  ihe  has 
been  fo  good  as  to  indulge  the  Laity  in,  is  re- 
compenied,  by  having  the  fame  divine  honors 
paid  to  it,  as  to  God  himfelf ;  nay  more,  as 
Mother-Church  afTures  us,  that  the  half  is  not 
only  equal  to  the  vvhole,  but  of  infinitely  more 
value  than  the  entire  Sacrament  with  us  ?  How- 
ever, it  cannot  but  appear  fomewhat  ftrange, 
cfpecially  to  carnal  Realbners,  that  the  adorable 
wafer,  even  after  its  folemn  deification,  when 
tlie  matter,  tho'  feemiqgly  the  felf-fame  thing, 
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is  totally  annihilated,  and  nothing  remains  on 
the  altar,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  Priefl:,  but  the 
Divinity  of  the  Son  of  Gody  united  to  his  Humant^ 
ty  *  i  muft  it  not,  I  fay,  appear  exceeding 
ftrange,  that  the  very  Creator  of  Heaven  and 
Earth  fliould  fland  in  need  of  being  kept  under 
lock  and  key,  as  the  rubric  of  the  Mafs  diredb, 
for  fear  he  fliould  be  polluted  by  vermin,  or 
devoured  by  rats  ? 

Some  perfons,  lefs  acquainted  with  Popery 
than  the  Gofpel,  will  be  apt  to  aik  here,  how 
any  men,  who  pretend  to  the  name  of  Chri- 
llians,  can  have  the  face  to  maintain  fo  excef- 
iively  abfurd  and  impious  a  dodtrine,  in  ipite 
both  of  common  fenfe  and  the  plain  word  of 
God.  The  ufual  anfwer,  1  think,  is  the  beft 
that  can  be  given  :  viz.  that  the  honor  as  well 
asintereft  of  the  Popifh  Clergy  are  deeply  con- 
cerned to  keep  up  its  credit.  They  know  full 
well,  that,  {hould  the  myftery  be  once  ex- 
ploded,, and  the  ftupendous  power  they  pre- 
tend to,  if  creating  their  Creator  -f-,  by  mut- 
tering a  few  words,  fhewn  to  be  nothing  elfe 
but  a  fort  of  folemn  Legerdemain  and  mere 
juggle,  the  fire  of  Purgatory  would  be  inftantly 
extinguifhed,  which  would  render  Mafles  for 
the  dead  ot  no  value,  and  confequently  put  out 
the  fire  in  the  Pricfts^  kitchens.  How  many 
hundred  Monafleries  would  tumble  into  ruins> 

ft 

♦  Thus  it  is  cxprefled  in  their  New  Creed. 

t  Nothing  is  more  frequent  in  Spani(h  and  Portugucfe 
Becks  of  devotioni  than  this  expreilloni  ec^ually  ridiculous 
and  blafpheUKms. 
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were  this  trade  grown  out  of  vogue  }  But  the 
fi)mtual  Charlatans  are  too  fenfibte,  how  much 
meir  bread  depends  on  it,  not  to  ufe  every  arti- 
fice in  their  power,  to  keep  die  pot  and  IpvE 
going.  ErapifUs  has  obferved,  that  a  Fiyar  is 
more  alarmed  at  any  thihg  which  touches  his 
Belly,  than  even  at  having  the  dignity  of  his 
ihaven  crown  called  in  quedion. 

The  fame  principle  of  blind  implicit  obedi- 
ence, which  fupports  the  credit  of  diat  unac- 
countable and  blafphemous  doctrine,  holds  in 
every  other  cafe,  without  exception,  wherein 
the  Popifli  Religion  is  concerned.  A  thorough 
Papifi  is  no  Icfs  tenacious  of  the  moft  infignifi- 
cant  trifle  than  of  the  moft  eiTential  articles  of 
Faith,  and  is  as  much  bound  to  believe  the  nc- 
ceffity  of  Ix^tizittg  Bells  *,  as  that  of  his  own 
Children. 

•  Tho'  this  expreflion  may  fcem  too  harfh  to  fome  Pro- 
tefbats,  'tis  lb  far  from  being  a  calumny,  that  not  only 
vulgar  PapiAs,  but  even  the  learneddl  men  among  them,' 
have  ufcd  the  fame  and  much  harfher.  The  femons  Du- 
randui  infiAs,  {de  ritu  ccclef,  1.  i.  c.  1.  n.  6.)  that  Fells 
had  been,  and  were  aAually  baptized  iu  his  time,  and  that 
the  cuftom  was  aocicDt.  Nay  more,  Rivrt  has  fnJIy  proved, 
(Sam.  CoDtrov.  trac.  9.  qn.  17.}  that  this  ceremony  is 
Ayled,  in  an  old  TonAfiCiX.falutartfacramenttm.  Indeed, 
as  Mr.  SupfoT-d  well  obferres,  in  his  Pagano-Pa^finus,  they 
have  little  reafon  to  complain  at  our  charging  them  with' 
treatiDg  it  as  a  real  Sacrament,  which  is  fomewhat  more 
than  barely  giving  it  the  title.  "  For  what,  fays  he,  is 
wanting  In  the  baptizing  of  Bells,  which  is  not  ufed  in  the 
baptizing  of  Children  ?  The  whole  external  form  is  obferv- 
tA,  God-Fathen  aod  God-Mothers  are  appointed,  names 
are  given  m  them;  they  are' clbathed  in  ivhitc  linen,  tike 
the  aj\cicnt  Catechtaneiu,  fj[»ijijded  with'  frattir,  atolnRtf 
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Childc^.  Ind<^  his  Church  has  appointed  as 
ibleinn  an  c^Ece  Ux  the  one  as  the  other.  For 
my  own  part,  I  can  perceive  no  difference  be-- 
tween  them,  but  that  the  former  is  performed 
on  inanimate  bodies,  and  the  latter  on  living 
perfbns.  He  is  alfo  obliged  to  believe,  on  the 
j(ame  principle,  that  &ak  and  Spittle^  with 
twenty  other  things  of  equal  importance,  are  as 
neceflary  to  the  due  performance  of  the  Sacra- 
ment, as  the  matter  and  form  which  Chrift 
himlelf  inftituted  ;  that  not  only  ever}'  article 
of  their  new  Creed  is  to  be  held  in  equal  vene- 
ration with  thoie  of  the  dd  one,  but  every  old 
Pagan  Rite  and  n^w-invented  ceremony,  many 

with  Chrifm,  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  invocated  on  them,  6r/'-^ 
There  are  feveral  ancient  Rituals,  fiill  extant  in  England, 
which  confirm  this  account.  The  truth  is,  moft  of  the 
idle  ceremonies  here  mentioned,  are  retained^  even  in  the 
modern  Pontifical,  out  of  \rhich  (bme  glaring  paflages  have 
been  ftruck,  purely  to  avoid  the  ridicule  cS'  Proteftants  f 
and  every  one  of  them  are  in  ule  to  this  day  in  ibme  Popilb 
Countries,  with  many  addition^  fuperlUtions,  which  the 
Apoftolic  See  connives  at.  Our  modem  Engliih  Papifb^ . 
it  is  true,  do  not  baptize  Bells.  But  why  do  they  not  ? 
For  a  very  fubftantial  reafon,  that  is,  becaufe  they  have  no 
Bells  to  baptize,  except  the  little  one  they  are  wont 
to  tinkle,  at  the  elevation  of  the  Hoft,  or,  as  the  Por- 
tuguefe  more  emphatically  exprefs  it,  ao  levantar  de  DeaSp 
ip  ^.  at  the  lifting  up  of  God.  But  thdr  religion,  tho*  it 
does  not  make  the  fam^  external  appearance  now,  as  it  did 
before  the  Reformatipn,  is  fiill  the  very  (ame  thing  at  the 
bottom,  and  .would  naturally  run  into  its  old  Catholic  cuf* 
toms,  were  it  not  for  certain  obftacles.  In  a  word,  as  the 
religious  ceremony  we  are  fpeaking  of,  comes  under  the 
article  of  thofe  pious  and  approved  Ritis,  which  the  Creed 
of  Pius  IV.  enjcuns,  the  expreffipn  I  have  ouuje  ufc  of,  can*, 
not  be  thought  too  ftrong. 

of 
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of  which  have  a  mere  arbitrary  meamng,  and 
ibme  no  mining  at  all,  let  on  a  level  with 
toth.  .         - 

This  Hiort  dt^eflion,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will 
not  be  thought  wholly  foreign  to  the  prefent 
fubje£t,  as  it  ferves  to  ihew,  in  fome  degree, 
what  genuine  Popery  is,  and  how  wretched  an 
exchange  Mr.  Arnold  had  made,  in  leaving  the 
pureft  Church  in  the  world,  to  embrace  the 
moft  corrupt.  For,  in  fhort,  the'  he  was  not 
totally  reduced  in  France,  yet,  as  the  weigh^ 
argument  urged  in  thoie  chbice  books  abovcr 
mentioned,  joined  to.the  various  artifices  ufually 
praftLfed  on  thefe  ccc^lions,  had  made  fuch  im- 
preffion  on  him,  that  he  was  now  in  a  fit  dif- 
pofition  to  become  a  good  Catholic,  the  finiAi- 
ing  ilroke  was  eafily  given  in  his  own  country, 
to  which  he  fhortly  after  returned,  in  hopes  of 
meeting,  as  he  bad  been  afTured,  with  great 
temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  advantages  in  the 
change.  But  how  miferably  did  he  find  himfelf 
difappointed,  and  that  all  the  afTuronce  made 
him,  with  regard  to  both,  ended,  as  the  for- 
mer generally  does,  and  the  latter  always,  in 
nothing  but  empty  words !  A  fituation  truly 
deplorable !  To  fee  his  worldly  affairs  more 
embaralTed  than  ever,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  lofe  that  peace  of  mind,  which  alone  can 
fupport  a  man  in  his  difh'effes  I 

Thefe  circumftances  evidently   fliew,    that 

Mr.  Arnold,  when, he  threw  himfelf  into  thd 

bands  of  the  Jefuits,    was  but  flenderly  ac- 

_    gualint^  with  die  principles  of  thefe  men,  who 

had 
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-had  been  io  inftrumeotal  to  his  perveriion,  qa 
left  by  their  magnificent  promifes  of  fervicfl^ 
than  by  their  deluding  fophiftry.  Had  he  thea 
known  but  the  twentieth  part  fo  much  of  them 
as  he  does  at  prefent,  he  might  have  eafily 
convinced  bimfelf,  that  even  the  mofl  ibiema 
oaths  of  Jefuits  are  no  more  to  be  truded  thaa 
their  promifes ;  iince  it  is^  an  eflablifhed  maxim 
with  them,  that  he,  who  has  no  intention  to 
keep  either,  may  lawfully  break  both ;  and, 
no  doubt,  it  was  with  a  view  to  this  well- 
known  principle  of  theirs,  that  our  Lcgiflatur^ 
inferted,  in  die  Tefl-Oath,  the  claufe  reladqg 
to  equivocation,  and  mental  refervation.  But 
of  how  little  force  are  the  wifefl  of  human 
Laws  to  refbain  thofe  who  can  fo  eafily  evade 
the  laws  of  God  !  However  this  claufe  may  a£- 
fed:  other  Papifts,  (tho*  even  thefe  can  find 
loop-holes  enough  td  creep  out  at)  a  Jefuit 
claims  a  right  of  putting  his  own  interpretatioa 
on  the  words,  quite  contrary  to  their  obvious 
meaning;  confequently,  no  kind  of  oath,  in 
what  form  foever  drawn  up,  can  bind  fuch 
men. 

But  to  dwell  no  longer  on  a  favS  fo  notorious, 
let  us  return  to  Mr.  Arnold.  As  we  have  now 
brought  him  back  to  England,  it  is  time  to  ex- 
plain here  what  I  before  hinted  at,  viz.  that 
the  Popifli  party  had  a  farther  view  in  taking 
fb  much  pains  about  him.  Tis  no  fecret,  that 
when  a  Romi(h  Pri^fl  has  been  fo  fuccefsful  as 
to  make  a  fingle  convert  in  any  houfc,  efpe- 
cially  if  it  be  the  Mafler  or  Miflrcfs,  he  de^MUCS. 

not 


not  of  foon  drawing  in  the  whole  family.  TKis 
was  cxaftly  tfie  cafe  of  Mr.  Arnold,  who  being 
found  of  cafier  acceft  than  his  wife,  (hey  iiill 
fecnred  him,  and  dien  took  an  opportunity  of 
fetting  their  endues  on  her.  She  was,  as  ap- 
pears from  die  narrative,  ia  ftriA  Proteftant,  and 
h^  yet  no  fufpicion  of  her  htiiband's  convcr- 
fibn,  or  that  uiofe,  who  fo  frequently  vifitcd 
at  her  houfe,  and  Ibmetimes  entered,  as  it  were 
by  chance,  on  religious  topics,  were  Jefults  in 
diiguile. 

The  requifite  meafures  having  beeii  now 
concerted,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  begin 
the  attack,  with  the  old  argument  about  thtf 
ope  Catholic  Church,  which  few  women  can 
difcovcr  the  fallacy  of  This,  by  degrees,  made 
foitie  imprelTion,  and  cleared  the  way  for  what 
fbllowed.  Howeyer,  as  they  perceived,  (he 
ftill  retained  a  ftrong  averlioii  to  certain  things 
which  wavering  Proteftants  are  always  ftartlcd 
at,  fuch  as  the  worlhip  of  images,  invocation 
of  feints,  &c.  in  order  to  get  over  tfiis  obftacle, 
the  common  tricks  were  made  ufc  of  The 
Jefuit,  who  undertook  the  management  of  diis 
a^ir,  was  too  well  acquainted  witn  his  bufinefs 
to  infift  at  prefent  on '  the  neceffity  of  fuch 
points ;  as  this  he  knew,  might  have  alarmed 
her.  On  the  contrary,  he  behaved  with  great 
moderation,  and,  after  telling  her,  that  thefe 
matters  had  been  grofly  raifreprefented,  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  as  to  declare,  that  they  were  of 
little  confequence,  and  might  be  difpenfed  with. 
As  he  made  fuch  large  conceffions,  there  did 
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not.appeac  to  Mrs.  Arnold  any  thing  very-ey* 
tragrdinary  in.  die  change ;  and  what  conduce^ 
not^a  little,  as.it  may  be  prefumed,  to  facllitattt 
the  work^  was, .  that  her  Spoufe  had  alreadjf 
embraced  the  fame  religion.  In  fine)  Sm 
yielded  at  ieogth*  to  their  importunities,  and 
immediately,  her  little  daughter  was  taken  from 
a^Protoftant  Sqhool-miftrefs,  and  put  to  a  Po* 
fiih  one.  Thua  the  whole  femily  were  madd 
good.CatholicS)  with  a. moral  probability  of  all 
their  defcendants  being  added  to  the  fold,  be^ 
iides  fuch  relations,  friends,  and  acquaintance 
as  they  might  in  time  prevail  upon,  to  encreafir 
the  number  of  the  Faithful,  as  every  Papift  is 
bound  t& endeavour,  on  pain  of  mortal  iin^ 

This  was  no  iaconiiderable  acquifition,  and 
afforded  juA.caufc  of  triumph  to  the  whole  par-^ 
ty.  But  as  to  the  deluded  Profelytes,  the)^ 
ioon .  experienced  what  every-  one  does,  who 
fbrfakes  the  plain  dired  road  of  truth  for  thi^ 
bye^paths  and  intncate  mazes  of  error,  ami 
hopes  to  iind^my  other  way  to  Heaven  than  that 
pointed  out  l^  the  GoipeL  The  myftery  of 
iniquity,  now  began  to  work,  and  Popery- to 
appear  in  its  proper  (hape,  Thofe  points,  whichf 
at  iird  had  been  fo  (lightly  pafTed  over,  as  mat- 
ters of  little  or  no  confequence,  were  now  found 
to  be  Aridly  enjoined  as  articles  of  faith  i  and^ 
to  (hew  the  fincerity  of  their  converfion,  it  was 
abfolutcly  neceflary  to  believe  and  pradlife  what- 
ever their  infallible  church  commanded.  This 
is  the  conflant  artifice  of  our  MifHonaries,  who 
never  acqusdnt  thofe  they  attack  with  the  ef- 
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fentials  of  Popery,  till  they  are  fo  well  fecured, 
that  there  Is  little  danger  of  their  efcape.  When 
the  chain  is  once  firmly  rivettedi  mould  any 
glimmering  of  reafbn  be  left,  to  what  end  can 
it  feryc,  but  to  convince  them,  that  they  ought 
to  make  no  ufe  of  it  F  A  Papift,  who  ai^  con- 
fiilently  with  his  principles,  neither  does,  nor 
can  apply  it  to  any  other  purpofe,  in  matters  of 
religion.  I  have  obferved  the  lame  methods  to 
Ik  taken  in/oreign  countries,  where  thecredu- 
Iqus  profelytos  find  too  late,  that  the  concefHtMiB 
made  in  die  beginning  were  only  decoys  to 
^raw  them  in,  and  that,  noCwithilanding  their 
fecret  difapprobation  of  what  is  afterwards  en- 
joined as  an  indifpenfable  duty,  they  have  no 
Ather  reijiedy  but  to  burn  incenie  to  thb  Queen 
of  Heaven,  and  to  conform  to^  all  the  idolatrous 
prafUces  of  the  natives. 
.  .  Having  thus  flicwn,  by  what  means  Mr.  Ar- 
nold and  his  family  were  perverted,  I  ihall  ac- 
quaint you,  in  my  next,  how  their  Spiritual 
Direiftor  exerted  his  prieiUy  authority,  with 
fome  other:  paifages,  which  perhaps  wilt  amaze 
you  more  than  any  thing  hitherto  related^    I 
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LETTER        XXI. 

•  ■ 

YOU  know  pretty  well  what  the  Inquifi- 
tion  is,  and  need  no  information,  I  pre- 
iumci  about  the  nature  of  an  Index  expurgate-^ 
rius.   Now  perhaps  you  will  be  apt  to  imagine, 
that  thefe  two  main  pillars  of  Popery  are  to  be 
met  witli  no.  where,  but  in  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  Italy. :  bat  this,  I  aflure  you,  is  a  miftake  : 
for,  even  in  England,  we  have  a  ipecies  of  6f^ 
as  well  w  the  other,  and  both  exerted,  on  cer- 
tain occafions,  with  little  lefs  rigor  than  in  thoie 
Catholic  countriesii     There  is  nothing  which 
our  Midiouaries  dread  fo  much  as  feeing  a  Pro- 
teflant  Book  that  has  the  leafl:  tendency  to  Re- 
ligioj)^  in  the  hands  of  one  of  their  profelytes^ 
or  any  of » their  old  flock :  moft  of  thefe  indeed 
have  been  fb  well  taught,  and  are  ib  thoroughly 
peifuaded  of  the  pernicious  effedts  of  fuch  kind 
of  hooks,  that  they  never  read,  or  fo  much  as 
look  into  them  ;  and  as  to  thofe  few,  who  ven-^ 
ture  now  and  tlien  tocafl  an  eye  on  them,  they 
do  it  generally  with  fuch  fecrecy  and  caution, 
as  if  a  troop  o£  Familiars  were  ru(hing  into  theiF 
apartments,  with  a  mandate  from  the  Holy  Of- 
fice, to  feize  on  the  prohibited  ware  as  well  as 
its  owners. 

The  infolence  of  thefe  Miffionaries  would 
feem  incredible  to  thofe,  who  know  not  what 
it  is  to  be  prieft-ridden.    There  are  great  num- 
bers 
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^.i>£  libert]^  ,^. full  <ti'  Ijiind.  obedieagei  ^.4»ir 

^^ofUy*  Ftdiier^  as  in  the  inoft  bigptteii^ptrts 

^  the  .world.  ;  Wli^etp^ira:  theie  n)iNi^.]Mre 

>flfi!?^  g»*^  ^ocign^,  j^f^d9Ipjafieri«i^&jiferis 

^pi;^  ttv  beeB:bitfl«di.iior  caat^eqaaU^  bgrispy 

-'^M^S  iNic  the  ibt^lity  of  thd&»  whQ>«irft.lfp 

Jbody  and  ibol'  to  thdr  dke^6ii.{ ,  IXikeH;  is 

^tbiiig  in!  PopcEcys' which  natiivnlkr /49b|!i^ 

mindj  alwarvs  d«ed.w^';^l£b,|«qp(^,«r 

ris^^  with  ralfe  teitwff>  it  caftsi a.mift  be- 

re  thc^Aiiidecftaifdidg,  -whidbrcaa  ii^;A9dui^ 

\^t  through  deceitful  medipras.  .^'^  \«'  ^.^ 

;    ThcVe  caAoot,  I  think,. be  a  Qiorrgkokig 

liiftance  of'  the  truth  of  this^  sen^rk,,*  tfani  lbs 

jtFeatn<eiStMn  Arndd  a^d  his  wife  .fi4»outted 

tf)^  aftef  they  had-  put^theflr  dedcs  lumdw-tbe 

^i»  ypket  •  The  Jeibie,  wfa^  had  nowr^idbe'SMH 

ifageraetyt;df '  tkeur'  q^fl^^nces,  •  infiatttfjf  b^ti 

to  exert  has  power,  hj  peretnptoAly  ecfAOiand- 

ipg  them  to  bring  forth  aU  the  books  thiiy  had 

j»  the  hpufe.    This^  order  v^s  obej^j  without 

^^leaft  helitatioR. .  <  Sod^  of  th/eth  iie  l^urot, 

ttd  others  hti  car tkd  away-  with  hiMi   An^ng 

tbo&'peftilenibookB)  c^ttnitted^'tp^^  flames 

i&i  hi6r«fy^;W|U  7&  Even 

^  old  Fatt^iy-Bible  Htffbwiy  eMaped  the  i^me 

doom:  it  was  indeedi  on ^their humble remon-* 

ftrartee,  fufFcred  to  be  thrown  by  into  fome 

corner>  as  a  ufelefs  piece  of  lumber,  but  \vith 

dife'ih'iddft  injundio!)  riM  to  Idbk  in  it. 

'••AS.:*hfeJurit6had;fuffidentre4fon  to  flatter 

tbeinifelves,  from*  this  ready  compliance'of  their 
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Convcrtt,  diat  there  was  little  danger  of  a  re* 
Iftf  ie>  Mid  that  Mr.  Arnold  would  make  no 
fcniple  of  coming  into  any  meafures  they  mig^t 
propofe,  to  lerve  the  ends  of  the  Society,  ho 
was  now  vrarmly  attacked  from  difierent  quar« 
tera,  to  induce  him  to  atteft  a  fad,  extremdy 
dubkxis  in  itielf,  and  which  he  always  di^» 
claimed  the  knowlege  of,  in  order  to  blacken 
a  third  perfi>n,  againft  whom  they  had  fwom 
vengeance.    If  you  will  tike  the  trouble  of  pe* 
nifing  the  two  letters  on  this  fubjed,  infeited 
in  a  pamphlet  publiflied  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Corp^, 
with  the  following  title.  Some  very  remarkatie 
fa&s  kaehf  S fewer ed^  relating  to  the  cmduB  of 
the  Jejuits^  with  regard  to  Mr.  Bowery  you  muft 
be  convinced,  that  great  pains  were.taken>  and 
feme  very  indirect  arts  made  ufe  of  by  thefe 
men  and  their  adherepts,  to  fix  a  crime  *  oh 
him,  which,  it  does  not  appear,  from  the  evi- 
dence hitherto  produced,  can  be  juiUy  laid  tp 
his  charge,  or  rather,  I  may  fay,  which  evi* 
dencly  appears  to  have  no  foundation' at  all,  ex- 
cept in  the  vindidive  and  malevolent  diipofidoa 
Oi  a  fee  of  men,  who,  as  they  know  how  tO 
juftify  the  blackefl  villainies  in  their  own  party^ 
fo  they  have  the  art  of  transforming  the  moft 
indifferent  adions  of  fuch  as  they  are  offended 
with,  into  the  touleft  crimes. 

*  The  charge  was»  that  he  had  courted  Mr.  Arnold's 
Sidcr,  and  after  having  made  her  a  promife  of  mairiage, 
bttfely  fnarrzcd  another  woman  ;  which  ufage  fo  deeply  af- 
ieftej  her,  that  (he  broke  her  heart  upon  it. 

X  I  have 


■-i  I  have  often  told  yoti,  diat  'tis  hx  from  m^ 
defign  to  dear  ^  th«  Hifiortan'scohduCt,  adwr 
in  privtte  or  public  lift^  I  know  of  none  who 
•ttcrtook-him /of  a  Si^t ;  nor  did  I  ever  hear 
due  iie  faiai&jf  protcfl^4o  be  one ;  which,  I 
IkUok,  he. Blight  da,  iritfa  amodi  bett«r-title 
.  dxin  man^of  his  auoAdkiOi'  brethren,  who  put 
DA  iiicii  «U»6  of  unai^  Botj  ffhttever  hk 
OKidud  Oidf  bars  hoeri,  why  flwiild  he  be 
flKJnled-bliKltfcr  Oiati  he  itif  With  regifd  to  the 
|itef<tat  cbAfge,  \Vhat  proof  can  be  requiied  (^ 
«By  man's  innocence^  fhonger  than  the  inftatice 
»oW  before  U6t  by  whkii  it  appears,  that  the 
ttnly  peribn,  whofe  teftimoi^  Mr.  Bower's  ene-. 
tniea  fe  atfsdbutly  fought  alW»  and  who  muft 
have  been  ^uainteA  With  the  faA»  had  there 
beM^  any  fouAd&tioA  for  k,  has  fo  publicly  and 
^temiriytteckmd,  'that  he  ttas  an  utfeer  firaa- 
gertoitr  Should  the  Jtttitd^  after  fo  long  and 
fivitlcTs  a  fearch  for  -real  letters  on  this  head, 
be  able  at  kngth  to  produce  five  hundred,  diey 
voould,  In  the  (pinion  ^unfaiaHed  Judges,  ap- 
pear in  no  other  light  than  the  fix  already  pub* 
ti£lied,  netwithflatidiiig  'iktf  fiAiltfrity  f£  hand 
flfpiHd  be.  foil  as  (biinng  in  the  former  as  the 
latter,  ^he  world  would  notufatly  confider, 
to-  Mthat  end  fhey  wtre  |xt)duta£d,  diat  they 
came  from  a  fee  of'  menj  ^wht^  Veracity  is  ai- 
rways to  be  fufpeftcd,  who  ftick  at  nothing  to 
gratify  their  rcvchge,  who  have  been  frequently 
dfcteificd  In  forgeries  of  the  lame  nature,  m^r 
'more,  whib  hwc^ always  cenain  membra^  of 
-^heir  Sodcty, .  whoft  chief  employment  It  to 
4  -     .  coun- 
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counterfeit  the  hand-writing  of  others.  JcnSiitSf 
fio  doubt,  like  any  other  men>  may  poillh^ 
ipeak  truth;  hut  are  liable  to  the  misfortune  at* 
tending  all  notorious  Lyars^  that  is^  of  feldom 
or  ever' being  believed. 

Mr.  Arnold,  notwithftanc^g  their  repeated 
ibljicitatiopfi,  was  not  yet  become  fo  thorough  a 
P^pifty  as  to  be  capable  of  attefting  what  he 
knew  nothing  pf^  tho'  it  were  for  the  fervice  of 
bis  new  Religion.  The  dodrines  he  had  leamr- 
ed,  as  oppoute  as  they  were  to  thofe  of  the 
GpfpeU  had.  not  made  ib  deep  an  impreiSon 
on  him,  as  to  have  erafed  all  notions  of  Moral 
Hone%.  £u£  the  Junto,  always  keeping  the 
main. point  ia  view,  foon  threw  another  tempta- 
tion in  his  way,  of  a  diflferent  nature,  and  &r 
inore.interefting  to  the  Public.  Mr.  Arnold,  it 
i[ecKxi3,  not  long  after  his  converiion,  had  received 
aA  offer,  from  a  certain  Board,  of  being  employ- 
ed ;Qfi  the  iame  &rvice  he  had  been  in  befbre, 
namely,  to  take  care  of  the  fick  and  wound- 
ed. This  ofier  he  communicated  to  one  of  the 
principal  Agents  of  the  Catholic  party,  whom 
he  ironically  ftyles  the  Popes  Nuncio^  tho'  in- 
deed, coniidering  the  man*s  character  and  oc- 
cupation, I  think  it  no  improper  title ;  nor  is 
it  very  improbable,  but  there  may  be  fonoe  fuch 
real  perfon  anaoog  us ;  for  the  Pope  undoubt- 
edly has  full  as  good  a  right  to  appoint  Nun- 
cios:  here,  as,  it  is  certain,  he  does  Biibops. 
Be  thw^  as  it  will,  the  Nuncio  he  (peaks  of, 
whether  r4»l  or  noHxinal,  was  at  tirfl  abfolutcLy 
ogdinjft  his  accepting  the  Poft,  becaufe  no  Mrfs 
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wa$.  to'  tc  had  in  the  ptace  \  but)  on  fccohd 
ffibu^ht,  he' readily  gave  his  aflent,  provided 
thfc'rncw  Profel'ytc  ^w         carry  a  Prieft  witij 
^i^^  to  fey  ^rfs  privaiefy. 
''.  Now  altho'  die  avetfioh  this  zealous  Nuiidd 
It  jmrfl:  expreifed  to  Mr.  Arnbld's-  accq)ting  the 
P^,'  might  be  Pgrwable  to  his  principles^  and 
ro.far  cairied  vnth.  it  fbme  (hew  of  honefly,  vet 
iHt  latter  ^dvice^  which  was  no  lels  aReeaole 
tb^tjie  jefultical  maxims  he  fbilowed,  had  not 
^p^  fo  hoheift  an  appearance.    Mr.  Arnold, 
h|i?wever»  could  not  be  induced  to  a^  fb  ba(c' 
ajhd  hypocritical  a  part,  as  to  get  his  bread  tiii- 
dtt  a  Government,  which  his  Religion;  obliged 
Mni  to'be  a  niortal  enemy  toVin  this,  far  piore 
f^pulous  than  fome  odief  perfons,-  who,  if 
any  credit  may  be  given  to  the  boafis  of  Popifl) 
ftiefts,  have  taken  the  oaths,  as  good  Froteft-* 
ants,  and  yet  hear  Maifs  priyatdy.     I, cannot 
pofitively  aver  on  my  own  knovirlege,  whether 
this  boaft  of  theirs  has  any  foundaidon ;  but 
certain  it  is,  that  they  do  miake  fuch  bos^, 
and  that  thefe  boafts,  whether  triie  or '  falfe, 
ihew  what  an  amazing  height  of  ihiblefi)ce'the^ 
arc  got  to,  and  the  little  regard  they  pay  to  bur 
penal  la\^,  which  I  myfelf  have  often  heard 
diem  make  an  open  jeft  of     ' 

Nothing  is  more  frequent  in  the  mouths  of 
thcie  men,  dian  to  infinuate  among  unreflecfl^ 
ing  Protefhmts,  as  well  as  their  own  party,  that 
the  gr^siter  part  of  our  Nobility^  Gentry,  and 
Clergy;  -arc  concealed  Catholics,  and  only  vmt 
for  a  ikvourabic  opporfonity  to  declare  difefh-- 
^"^    •  "    '  felvea. 


of  the  horrid  Tendency  cf  Popery.,      jpp 

fclves.    This  infinuation,   tho'  fo  notorious  a 

calumny,  has  produced  furprizing  effects.  Wim 

rjpgard  to  the  Nuncios  advice  to  Mr.  Arnold,  1 

have ,  been  in  the  company  of  one  of  thei^ 

Priefh,  who  was  fo  impudent  as  to  plead  in 

favoc  of  fuch  vile  prevarications.     He  aiTerted, 

amone  other  fallacious  arguments,  that,  fince 

a  Catholic  could  do  the  duty  of  an  office,  at 

teaft  as  well  as  a  Proteftant,  he  was  under  no 

obligation  of  declining  or  renouncing  a  Poft,. 

from  a  regard  to  unreafbnable  laws,  the  breach 

whereof  none  were  accountable  for,  but  thofe 

who  had  £:>  unjuftly  impofed  theni.  He  farther 

added^  with  the  brazen  front  of  a  Fryar,  that 

he  himfelJF  had  made  fbme  Converts,  who  kepf 

their  Religion  and  their  Pofls  too,  without  any 

icf  uple.    It  is  hard  to  determine,  which  is  moft 

afloniihing,  the  folly  or  effrontery  of  this  msm ; 

but^   whatever  foundation  there  may  be  for 

fdch  (lories,  one  thing  is  beyond  diipute>  that,. 

in  tbefe  cafes,  there  are  falvos  enough  to  quiiet 

the  mofl  clamorous  conicience  *• 

•  .  ■  .  ■  ■  ■ 

Mr.  Arnold  informs  us,  aniong  other  intereft* 
ing  paflages,  that  the  Jefuits  being  now  per« ' 
fuaded,  that  he  was  become  entirely  their  own, 
from  this  lafl  inftance  of  his  felf-denial,  in  re- 
fufing  fo  lucrative  a  Pofl,  (which,  notvvithfbnd- 
ing  his  repugnance  to  follow  their  advice,  dif- 

• 

"*  I  am  now  convinced,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  there 
hate  beed  Very  lately  fome  inftances  of  this  kind,  particu- 
larly in  the  Anny  and  Navy,  and,  if  ncceflary,  could  men* 
tion  the  perions  namea ;  fo  that  there  is  little  realoa  to 
quefUop  Jthe  truth  of  what  the  Pried  aiTertcd. 
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Covered  no  fmall  attachment  to  his  nefw  reh-^ 
^n)  they  put  great  confidence  in  him»  and 
Sifclofed  many  fecrets  of  the  Ordetj  which,  he 
telieves,  they  heartily  wi(h|  they  had  conceal- 
ed. He  mentions  the  treafonable  heafths  th^y 
mre  :Wont  to  drink  at  their  private  Juntos ;  but 
tiiis  is  no  novelty  among  all  £)rts  of  PapUls. 
He  likewife  gives  pretty  broad  hints  of  fome 
dangerous  defigns  carrying  on  againfl  the  pre^ 
ient  Government ;  which  is  not  ar  all  impro* 
bable,  if  we  may  judge  from  their  avowed 
principles,  and  former  pradtices,  which  havte 
more  than  once  brought  this  kingdom  to  the 
brink  of  ruin.  Our  records  fiifficiently  demon- 
ftrate,  that  there  is  nothing  fo  horrid  or  defpe-* 
tate,  which  Jefuits  are  not  capable  of. 

But  why,  fay  you,  did  not  Mr.  Arnold  ih- 
ftantly  divulge  whatever  he  knew  of  their  tranf^ 
tdkions,  wherein  the  Public  was  fb  deeply  iti- 
tercfted  ?  The  reafon  he  gives  for  hi§  filence,  is 
the  dread  he  was  under  of  that  implacable  fpirit 
of  revenge,  which  he  had  fo  often  obferved  in 
the  whole  Society,  and  that  they  would  find 
Dut  ibme  method  or  odier  to  Wreak  their  ven- 
geance on  him,  as  they  had  done  on  £o  many 
others,  whom  they  had  marked  out  for  de* 
ftru£fcion.  However  iinfatisfadlpry  this  excufe 
may  appear  to  fbme,  it  muA  be  aijowed  .by 
thole  who  are  acquainted  with  Jefuitical  Maxims, 
that  he  had  more  than  fufficient  caufe  to  appre* 
hend  the  word.  Can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  men> 
who  4nakc  no  fcruplc  of  fomenting  Rebellion, 
;   fiverturping  of  States,  and  murdering^  of  Prirttes, 

would 
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would  pay  the  leaft  regard  to  an  hundred  fiich 
lives  as  that  of  IVfr.  Arnold  ?  A  fingle  Je&il^ 
when  provokedy  is  always  more  to  be  drcjulB^ 
Chan  any  other  man.  What  then  may  not  be 
apprehended  from  the  united  refentment  of  the 
whole  Society  P  May  it  not  be  farther  ofFerecLin 
excufe  of  Mr.  Arnold's  (ilence  on  this  head^ 
thati  coniidering  the  little  encouragement  he 
met  with  from  thofe  whom  it  moft  imported 
to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  the  intimations  he  had 
already  given,  it  could  not  be  reafonably  ex- 
pedted,  that  one,  io  friendlefs,  and  reduced  to 
the  lafl  extremity  by  the  malicious  combinatioaa 
of  fuch  formidable  enemies,  (hould  oppofe 
\i\xx£€ii  fngly  tp  the  rage  of  the  whole  body  ? 

But,  to  dwell  no  longer  on  this  pbi'nt,  let  us 
come  to  the  principal  incident,  which  made 
Mr.  Arnold  uck  of  his  new  Religion,  and  (9 
far  occafioned  the  opening  of  his  eyes,  as  to  be 
the  meaqs  of  reftoring  him  to  his  former  liber- 
ty. The  divulging  of  this  incident  gave  thofe 
Hypocrites  a  mortal  uneaiinefs,  not  fo  muchfiom 
the  enormity  of  the  thing  itfclf,  as  for  fear  of 
the  confequences ;  to  prevent  which,  the  moft 
wicked  expedients  were  taken,  fudi  as  none 
but  Jefuits  are  capable  of,  in  order  to  flop  bis 
inouth  from  telling  fisirther  tales.  In  my  next, 
I  fhall  give  you  a  iummary  detail  of  the  hBi^ 
firom  Mr.  Arnold's  own  narrative  %  and,  in  the 
Interim,  take  notice,  by  way  of  introdudion, 
'^ipme  remarkable  paiTages  relating  to  it. 

A  certain  Fopijh  Lady,  we  are  told,  had 
taken  i  poor  Boy  from  his  Frotejlant  Parentt  ia 
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&e  counbyt  and  brought  hun  uplo  tennkv^an- 
a  pretence  of  jpronding  for  him,  butv-  in-eflfed; 
to  make  a  Convert  of,  ^  ihe  had  altead^ 
dbne  of  two  Brothers  ,^id  a  Sifter  of  hi^'  oii  the 
fame  charitable  pzetratt  Tlu^,  it  feems,  id  Ac 
general  praAice  of  theNobili^.  and  Gentry  t£ 
Uut  permafion,  who  always  take  care,  dn-dicfe 
occafions,  either  to  place  out  the  children,  thus 
dc;ooyed  up,  in  familieB  of  Hoax  own  religioir, 
where  their  innocence  is  foon  perverted,  or  eliib 
to  fend  them  to  foreign  Seminaries,  where  they 
are  irrecoMrerably  loH  both  to  Church  andState^ 
and,  which  is  ftill  worfe,  become  an  eternd^ 
plague  to  both.  You  may  eaHly  imagine  what 
numbers  muA  be  gained  over  to  Popery  by  thefe 
two  methodfi  alone,  to  which  I  fh^  coniine 
my  piefent  rcflei^ons  j  tho'  there  are  many 
other  artifices  made  ufe  of  for  promoting  dw 
iixDK  end,  which  is  ndther  more  nor  lefs  thaa 
to  bring  our  necks  again  under  that  iron  yoke, 
which  our  forefethcrs  found  fo  infupportable.     i 

With  regard  to  the  firft  method,  it  is  evident, 
that  fuch  perfons  as  are  in  low  circumflances, 
and  burdened  with  children,    muft  naturally 
r^oice  at  the  profpedt  of  fedng  them  well  fet- 
tled in  the  world  ;  and  as,  on  thefe  occafionSj 
not  a  fingle  word  is  dropt  about  religion,    the 
charitable  o^  appears  in  its  moft  amiable  co^ 
lors.     The  real  defign  is  io  well  concealed,  ' 
that  they  have  not  the  leaft  fufpkdon  of  it, 
till  k  be  too  lati,  ineafiucs  being  £>  well  con*  ^ 
certed,    that  the  CbUdrcn  thei^elves,  when 
thoroughly  initniited  in  dteir  ittvr  Faid^,  Ire"^  . 
^uently 
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qaentfyi)ecome  irfftfutliental  to  the  p^rvifcrfidh  ^ 
of  dkeir'own  PaMMts:  for,  as  I  obierved,' 'in' 
Mbi  Arnold's  Gdle»  one  Convert  in  a  faniil^ 
greatly  faciiitatefi  the  redu£tion  of  the  reft. 

The  other  method  proves  itiU  more  fucce&' 
fal,  and  this  Nation  will  ever  have  caufe  to  rae^ 
its  eficds.  When  Philip  11.  of  Spain  fbutid 
whfl£  a  general  av^on  the  people  of  Britain 
had  to  Popery,  and  that  the' Recufants,  who 
were  then  but  few,  in  comparifon  of  the  pi*ev 
fent  generation,  would,  in  all  probability,  be 
ibon  perfuaded  to  conform  to  the  National 
Churchy  he  took  the  mod  efFedtual  meaitt 
which  human  Policy  could  fuggeft,  to  ftnftraCe 
every  efibrt  of  our  Legiilature  for  this  ialutaiy 
purpoie,  and  to  perpetuate  feuds  and  diffentiofls 
among  us,  by  founding  Seminaries,  in  every 
part  of  his  veide-extended  dominions,  for  die 
education  of  Britiih  Youth  gratis.  Here  the 
principles  of  difloyalty  and  rebellion,  with  9a 
implacable  hatred  to  the  conftitiitioii  of  thdt 
native  country,  are  fo  deeply  imprefied  on  their 
minds,  as  fcarce  ever  to  be  eradicated.  All  our 
Catholic  Neighbours,  either  out  of  zeal  or  poli* 
cy,  followed  that  crafty  Prince's  example  ♦. 

As 

■ 

*  The  number  of  thefe  pernicious  Seminaries  >vill  appear 
inoedible  to  thafis  who  have  made  no  enquiry  into  the 
matter.  Philip  ereAed  feveral  colleges,  monailerieSy  and 
nniliieiies,  for  the  Cnglifliy  Scotch,  and  Irifli  Youth  of  both 
(csm^'ia'  ffltny  parts  of  Spain,  Portugal,  Flanders,  and 
Jtaly«  -'The  other  branch  oE  the  houfe  of  Auftria  did  the 
fame  10  varioof  parts  of  tbor  hereditary  dominions,  pard- 
cularly  at  Phigue.    There  are  others  alfo  in  (cvcral  dties 

of 
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As  every  one  of  theie  NurfcrLes  are  conflaaUy 
iiipplied  from  each  of  the  three  kingdoms,  znd 
the  young  plants,  when  grown  up  to  a  proper 
&te  of  maturity,  all  tranfptanted  back  to  near 
jiative  Ibilf.  you  may  judge  what  fwanns  of 
Miifionaries  thefe  Khuids  nuifl  be  over-AUi 
'with. 

In  the  time  of  Sir  Edwin  Sandys,  who  lived 
upwards  of  a  century  ago,  the  Popifh  Par^ 
xnade  their  public  boaAs,  that  theie  Senuqaries 
&riufhed  England  with  a  much  greater  num- 
ber of  Priefts  and  Fryars,  than  both  our  Uni- 
veriities,  c^  Minifters  to  the  elUbliflied  Qiurcb. 
£ut  how  prodigioufly  muft  the  number  hare 
been  fince  encreafed,  if  any  jud^ent  is  to  be 
formed  from  the  multitude  of  chapels  erected, 
within  thefe  few  yeare,  in  fo  many  quarters  (^ 
this  great  ci^,  (to  fay  nothing  of  thofe  in  pri- 
vate houfes)  where  the  Piiefis*  as  well  as  th«r 

of  Gcrmaay.  as  at  RatUbon,  Wirtzbetg,  and  Erftirt. 
Mach  about  the  fame  time,  three  colleges  were  cftabGlhed 
at  Rome,  the  one  for  Eo^lA,  the  fccond  for  Scotch,  the 
third  for  IriA  Jefuia,  bcTidei  the  ftmdt  ftr  fenlar  Piiefis, 
aod  Fryars  ofdifiereat  Orden.  The  Freadi,  ucvEryooe 
koows,  bare  a  coufiderxble  nnmber  of  tlui  Liad  of  Semi- 
naries at  Paris  and  other  noted  cides.  -  In  Lifbon  »lbne, 
diere  are  at  prefeat  no  lef*  than  five.  I  have  been  alTored 
by  an  Irilh  Pa[nA,  that,  exdalive  of  fecolax  Ftiefls  and 

SifoitG,  there  are  now,  is  that  hin^doa,  near  e^ht  thou> 
nd  Fryart ;  and  am  iafomn),  oo  good  authority,  that, 
in  the  fugle  oilcge  of  St.Omer'i,  belonging  to  onr  Englifh 
Jefuiti,  there  are  ibiaetlines  two  or  three  hundred  Englitfa 
Youth  at  one  time,  who  have  been  feot  thither  for  e^ca- 
t«3D,  or  the  miiioii.  See  Lctur  JLXXV.  telalive  to.ihis 
CoUese^ 

C(Wipe- 
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Cbtigtiegations,  fet^  tt^  lai^s  at  open  tlefiitAe^ 
dnd  even  dart  fd  ihfinuate,  that  it  would*  1W 
d^^ous  to atteitht^t  fupprefling  them!  I  fltidl 
jtfft  mention  £3rile  fads  to  convince  you,  th$& 
it  ni^  be!  darfgerous  indeed  to  attempt  it,  (hould 
diefe  men  be  permitted  mAch  longer  to  conti* 
nue  making  Profelyte^. 

Formerly  our  Englifh  N4iffionaries  were  faf- 
ficifeht  to  Manage  here  ^  the  whole  bufinefs  of 
Cbnverfion  tfaemfelves ;  imt  the  harveft,  of  late, 
is  grown  fb  plenkifnl,'  thaf  they  are  forced  td 
call  in  the  amflaAce  of  their  fellow-laborers 
from  Ireland.     It  has  often  aftoniflied  me  to 
fee  fiich  fwarma  of  Priefts  and  Fryar&  frorti 
&at  kingdom^  ftrolling  about  here,  in  ail  (ha^s 
and  difguifes,  feekihg  out  their  prey.     Some  of 
them  indeed,  for  fear  of  accidents^  have  l£* 
famed  the  title  of  Chaplains  to  foreign  Mittl- 
flers^  and,  as  I  am  well  informed,  live  in  a  fort 
of  community,  in  houfes  contiguous  to  their 
diapels,  or  under  their  protefhon  \  a  libert^r, 
which  no  firitifh  Minifter  ever  aflumed,  nor 
would  be  allowed,  in  a  Poprfh  Country.    Bat 
the  greater  part  of  them  laugh  at  thefe  pi'ecau- 
tions,  apprehending  fb  little  moleftation,  that 
tfaey  think  it  a  needlefs  trouble  to  apply  for 
foeh  protection.     In  a  word,  their  kifoience  is 
grown  to  fuch  an  height,  as  to  give  juft  cattfe 
cf  alarm ;  and  if  the  fpreading  of  Popery,  which 
is  of  fb  malignant  a  nature  as  to  affedl  the  very 
vitals  of  our  Conftitution,  be  not  foon  checked, 
the  malady  may  become  incurable.     Far  be  it 
from  me  to  wi£h^  that  even  Papifls  themrdves 
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ihould  be  deprived  of  that  liberty  of  confcience 
which  they  refufe  to  all  others,  and  much  leis 
that  we  ihould  follow  the  unchri^lian  example 
they  have  let  us,  in  raiiing  any  thing  like  a  per- 
fccution  againft  them.    Could  we  make  ^hem 
loyal  fubjedts,  like  thofe  of  every  other  dqio^ 
mihation,  and  prevent  their  perverting  other^ 
perhaps  they  might  be  fuf&red  to  enjoy  their 
^culative  errors,  without  much  danger  to  thcr 
Public  I  but  neither  of  thefe  things  is  ever  tQ 
be  expeded.     Indeed,  the  very  fpeculative  er- 
rors of  Papifts  have  a  tendency  to  the  dcftruc- 
tion  of  every  thing  which  can  be  dear  to  a  Pro- 
teftant  Nation.     However,   let  them  have  2S 
much  indulgence  as  the  Legiilature  (hall  judge 
expedient ;  but  furely  Ibme  method  ought  to 
be  taken  with  thole  Incendiaries,  their  dire^lors, 
who  are  fwom  enemies  to  the  govemmeiu, 
who  pervert  every  good  intention  in  their  own 
part}*,  and  endeavour  to  poiibn  as  many  others 
as  the}*  con,  an^  nuke  it  the  ihzdy  of  their 
whole  li^*e$  to  enflave  both  the  bodies  and  ibuls 
of  the  people  of  this  Nation  to  the  cruelldl  of 
tU  Tyrannies,  that  of  wicked  Ecde&alHcs  and 
luch  vile  fupeilliticns  as  dilgrace  d^e  came  d 
Chriitianity.    In  mv  next,  I  (ball  giv;  you  an 
acccur.t  of  rf:e  inddent  wiiich  cccauooed  the 
opening  of  Mr,  AnK>^d  s  eyes,  and  ^oovcrd 
wh;i:  jo^rt  cf  cor.iaence  ihcue  mer.  vrcre  cf,  w-» 


Kctcndcd  to  ci^c:  :he  ccoic^exices  cf  cch^ 
I  ac\  cf  «'• 
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LETTER        XXII.      ^ 

SIR, 

I  Am  now  fb  acquaint  you  with  the  remark-^ 
able  incident  mentioned  in  my  laft:  it  relates 
to  the  poor  Boy,  whom  the  Popi(h  Lady  there 
ftbke  of)  had  trepanned  from  his  ProteftanC- 
rarents,  on  the  charitable  pretext  of  providing 
for  him.  The  (lory,  I  muft  own»  is  of  the. 
fbuleft  kind :  but  if  men,  who  pretend  to  fi> 
much  fan£lity,  are  not  afliamed  to  abufe  K.e£- 
gion  in  £>  vile  a  manner,  I  can  fee  no  reaibii, 
why  others  fhould  be  afhamed  of  telling  them 
their  own,  and  letting  the  world  know  what. 
fort  of  ApofUes  are  fent  hither  to  convert  us. 

Mr.  Arnold,  afler  giving  us  a  melancholy  de- 
tail of  the  wretched  fituation  he  was  in,  and  thp 
barbarous  treatment  he  had  met  with  from 
thofe  Pii^dd-^ApofUes  and  their  adherents,  ih-p 
forms  us,  that  t^iis  Boy  had  been  ffax)ngly  re- 
commended to  him  by  the  fakl  Popifh  Lady . 
for  an  apprentice,  and  that  accordingly  he  took 
hifn  for  a  trifling  confideration,  chiefly  on  ac* 
count  of  the  large  promifes  made  him  of  future 
fervices,  which  were  jufl  as  faithfully  perform- 
ed as  the  preceding.  This  Boy,  who  had  beea ' 
made  a  good  Catholic,  was,  at  the  fame  tirne, 
cofttmltted  in  his  fpirituals  to  the  care  of  a 
certain  Pricrt,  one  H — n,  highly  eileemed  for 
the  firi^efs  of  his  life,  and  thought  the  befl 
qualilied  df  any  to  inflrudt  young  Converts. . 

But 


«^o  Rant  Ti^ma 

■  4igain  to  die  maiugement  of  hh  <^  Infifuftor/ 
•vho  repeated  the  £une  crime,  «  often  at  kc 
iweot  to  con&fiioa.  This  Mr.  Arnold  w»  mk- 
ibcmed  (tf  by  tbe  bDjrhimfdffWho  now  began  to 
-^  Idi  to  all  fbame.  He  bad,  it  feemi,  \xM. 
■hifi  ConfeObr,  that  he  had  inade'hii  Maftcf 
i|triry  to  what  had  pafled  between  them  j  u 
which,  the  abandoned  Wretch,  not  a  littie 
tolarmcdt  and  thinking  be  could  by  no  othtr 
■  ineaiis  prevent  a  diicovery  than  by  making  the 
•Mblter  partaker  in  his  guilt,  he  not  only  ceoi- 
Jnanded  the  boy  to  ufe  his  bed  endeavours  &r 
-this  vile  purpofe,  but  inftru^led  him  how-to 
go  about  it,  what  was  the  moA  proper  time,  and 
even  threatened  to  kill  him,  if  he  did  not  am- 
ply widi  bib  direiSions.  The  docile  Pupil,  puoo- 
Xually  followed  his  inftru^ons,  and,  finding 
his  N^dler,  cme  evening,  ibmewhat  ejdiilarated 
with  liquor,  took  this  opportunity  of  eucuting 
his  hellifh  commiflion,  which  he  did  with 
much  greater  addrels  than  could  be  expeded 
from  one  <^  his  age.  The  Mailer,  having  no 
idea  of  his,  or  rauer  of  hia  Confeflqr's  wicked 
delign,  did  not  then  take  nocioe  of  the  fond 
cxpreifionB  he  ufed,  but  refic&ng  on  them, 
the  next  morning,'  he  c^led  him  to  a  ftrift 
account,  and  difcovered  the  fnare  which  had 
been  laid  for  him.  The  Jboy  afterwards  told 
him,  that  his  Confelibr  ihewed  great  concern 
at  his  not  having  fucceeded  in  the  attempt,  and 
flvdered  him  to  renew  it  again  and  again,  at 
preper  times* 

■  ..     .Id 
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:  ..jnttft  jfituatiOQ  Mr i  Arnold  ^d  lio  otber#c- 
Bicdyibiit  to  warn.  to.  his  own  Confefibr,  iwd 

•«peii\thc^wh0lc  affair  to  him>  not  doubting  hnt 

\hc%  no  lefs  (hodctAi  at  fuch  enormous  widud- 
ncfs  thaaiumfelfj  would  put  a  flop  to  it,  by 
getfiAgvt^e:  infamous  Direflor  fent  abroad,  or 
the  be]t*taken  from  him :  but  this  man,  to  his 
inttcpreflible  afloni/hment,  made  very  flight  of 
the  matter.  As  he  now  defpaired  of  ieeing 
tfny.ilop  put  to  this  infernal  commerce,  by 
means  of  his  own  Confeflbr^  and  the  Qther 

'  gave  hint  no  opportunity  of  remonflrating 
againfl  k  by  word  of  mouth,  he  refolved  'to 
convey  his  fendments  to  the  latter  in  writing,  * 
wherein  he  reprefented  the  enormity  of  the 
crime,  with  all  the  aggravating  circumAaoces 
attending  it.  This  letter  was  carried  to  his 
lodgings  by  an  intimate  friend,  who  was  privy 
to  the  contents.  H — n  returned  no  anfwor, 
and  when  Mr.  Arnold  chanced  to  meet  him, 
about  fix  weeks  after,  and  began  to  enter  on 
the  fubjeift,  he  ufed  fome  equivocal  expreflions, 
feemed  not  a  little  confounded,  pleaded  great 
hurry,  and  abruptly  went  his  way. 

Not  long  after  this,  Mr.  Arnold's  Confeflbr 
dining  wirh  him,  as  ufual,  on  a  Sunday,  in- 
vited him  to  take  a  walk,  after  dinner,  that  he 
might  have  the  better  opportunity  of  talki(ig 
with  him  on  this  foul  affair,  when  his  whole 

•  dUcourfe  turned  on  it,  and  he  not  only  faid  all 
that  pofiibly  could  be  faid,  to  leilen  his  abhor- 
rence of  fo  abominable  a  crime,  but  even,  lo 

;. convince  him,  how  little  it  ought  to  burden  * 

Y  -  his 
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his  conicience.  Mr.  Arnold  adds,  that  he  ihalf 
pafs  over  in  filence  an  argument  made  ule  of, 
hy  tlie  fame  Jefuit, .  on  another  occafion,  to  re- 
concile him  to  the  prafUce,  which,  no  doubt, 
was  too  £ltky  to  be  committed  to  writing. 
'  He  had  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  from 
this  Arange  behaviour,  that  his  own  fpiritual 
guide  was  Uriving  in  concert  with  the  other, 
to  make  him  partaker  of  H — n*s  guilt,  in 
order  to  £lence  him.  Every  circumlkncc 
not  only  confirmed  him  in  this  belief,  but 
ierved  to  convince  him,  how  fruitlefs  it 
would  be  to  apply  to  any  of  the  party  :  for, 
on  his  confelling  to  another  Jefuit,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  his  own  Direflor,  and  complaining 
that  he  was  mo/i  grievoufly  aJiiSied  at  harjtrig  a 
temptation  thro'irn  in  bis  way  to  commit  a  rnoji 
eHPmieus  j&/,  this  virtuous  C^uiil  made  full  as 
flight  of  it,  as  the  othef  had  done,  telling  him, 
in  order  to  remove  all  fcruplcs  of  conlcience, 
that,  //"  he  yielded  to  the  iempiation^  it  was  otily 
_  doing  a  Utile  more  penance  *.  This  ftruck  Mr. 
Arnold 

*  Tliofe,  wlio  have  perufed  the  moral  trafls  of  the  Je- 
fuit;-, pHitkuhirly  of  Efcnbar  aod  Sanchez,  need  not  be  in- 
turiTifJ,  that  their  wliole  tendency  is,  not  to  teach  men 
hi)\v  to  avoid  or  get  the  better  of  their  temptations,  but 
iiow  to  excul'e  a  toiiipliince  with  them.  They  lay  down 
c^ri-ia  hiIls,  In  rolhiwiug  which,  any  one  may  indiilgu 
hiiiifclf  ia  fh^  i!5i)ft  aboniltiable  impurities  with  very  little 
ki",!pir.  "Ti-i  The  h-a^mW  thing  in  the  world,  Recording  to 
didi:  L'afuills,  to  get  rid  ot  one's  fins,  by  conte(!inii  to  a 
]iia\i,  and  receiving  his  abfolution,  which  is  nwer  rcluJed, 
rto'  thr  Sinner  pcrlills  in  his  rcfolution  of  g<ang  on  in  the 

fame 
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Arnold  with  horror,  as  he  had  conceived  a 
better  opinion  of  this  Jefuit  than  of  any  other 
he  knew,  and  was  now  more  than  ever  coti- 
vinced,  that' they  all  adted  on  the  fame  princi- 
ple, and  ftuck  at  nothing  to  attain  their  ends. 
He  now  began  to  apprehend,  that  thefe  men, 
when  they  found  they  could  not  filcncc  him  by 
this  hellilh  method,  might  recur  to  others,  far 
fhorter  and  more  efFcftual.  He  now  recollefted 
the  hint  which  had  beeniiropt  by  his  own  Con- 
feffor,  on  hearing  him  mention  a  certain  affront 
he  had  received  j  war.  that,  if  that  perfon  gavtt 
him  any  farther  trouble,  one  of  their  Irifhmeii 
would  quiet  him  for  a  couple  of  guineas-  He 
likewife  remembered,  that  the  fame  Jefuit  had 
told  him,  on  another  occafion,  that  Witnejfet 
might  eafily  be  got  in  this  city.  He  had  there- 
fore fufficient  reafon  to  fear,  that  they  might 
cither  employ  fbme  of  their  Bravos  to  flop  his 
moudi,  or  fubom  falfc  witneflcs  to  fwear  his 
life  away,  perhaps  the  very  boy  himfelf,  or 
another  who,  as  appears  from  feveral  circum- 
ftances,  had  made  the  fame  vile  attempt,  at 
their  inftigation. 

After  this  fliocking  account:,  which  is  told 
in  that  limpic  and  articfs  manner  v^hich  accom- 
panies truth,  Mr.  Arnold  informs  us,  that  be- 
ing now  abfolutely  determined  not  to  reft  a  mo- 
ment till  he  had  got  rid  of  the  boy,  who  grew 

fame  vicious  coil rfc 3  :  and  as  to  tlic  r-jrr.nrc.;  c:  ioineJ  by 
Micm  for  the  moll  ritrcLior.i  cr;...-  ,  :!.->■  -.ii  i*>  liiiiJ  and 
i;v'it!.',  as  rather  to  cncoura^-  ti'.uri  j'-tw-;-  ludi  as  are  ia^ 
ciinc  J  to  commit  them. 

Y  2  daily 
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daily  more  audacioujly  and  aban'donfdfy  wicked^ 
and,  to  (bcw  how  much  in  earnefl  he  was, 
having  even  threatened  to  apply  to  Juftice  Fieid- 
ing,  &e  Nuncio,  who  had  the  caft  of  him,  in 
LadyW — 's  abfence,  judged  it  expedient  to 
take  him  away  and  bind  him  to  another  Ma- 
iler, rcquefting  only  that  Mr.  Arnold  would 
give  him  a  character,  and  iend  him  for  ffnritual 
advice  to  his  old  Dired:or,  whom  he  had  not 
been  foffered  to  go  h^  for  fome  time.  Thefe 
two  requeils  Mr.  Arnold  inadvertently  agreed 
to,  but  inftantly  reflefting,  that,  if  he  gave  the 
boy  a  good  charadter,  he  could  not-afterwards 
complain  of  his  monftrous  behaviour,  nor  ever 
mention  the  criminal  intercourfe  between  him 
and  his  Diredtor,  if  he  himfelf  Aiould  fend  him 
for  fpiritual  advice  to  that  very  Ditc£tor,  he 
prudently  retracted  both  his  promifcs;  con- 
cluding, with  a  good  deal  of  reafon,  that  the 
Jefuits  had  chofen  this  method,  fince  all  others 

"  had  failed,  to  oblige  him  to  keep  filence,  and 
that  he  could  not  be  too  much  on  his  guard 
againft  the  tricks  and  wiles  of  fuch  a  man  as 
the  Nuncio,  who  was  entirely  under  dicir  in- 
fluence.— Thus  far  have  I  given  you  the  extrad 

•    from  Mr.  Arnold's  own  narrative. 

What  a  complicated  fcene  of  villainy  was 
here,  fuch  perhaps,  confidering  every  circum- 

'  ftance,  as  cannot  be  eafily  parallelled,  and  all 
carried  on,  under  the  mafk  of  Religion  !  The 
fubje<5t  affords  matter  enough  to  enlarge  on, 
but,  for  brevity's  fake,  I  fliall  confine  myfel^ 
'to  the  moft  glaring  paiTages,  which,  as  hideous 
a  pic- 
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.i^piidlurc  as  they  give  us  of  the  JefoitSt  iSiflot, 
I  aflure  you,  uglier  than  they  have  dra\^.  of 
j^emielveS)  in  their  own  printed  works.  ^Ise 
Public  is  too  much  interefled  in  the  cosofe- 
quences  of  fuch  deteftable  principles  and  prac-- 
tices,  to  read  with  indifference  the  foregoing 
narrative,  or  the  following  remarks,  for  which 
J  muA  refer  you  to  my  next,  and  am,  tSc. 


i 
«ii 
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I  _ 


THE  Reverend  Father  H-^-n,  who  makes 
the  principal  charader  in  the  preceding 
narrative,  had,  it  feems,  a  good  deal  of  that 
Difcretion,  for  fome  time  at  lead:,  which  the 
Reviewer  attributes  to  the  Ecclefiaflics  of  Por« 
tugal,  that  is  to. fay,  he  had  the  art  of  oono^l- 
ing  his  depraved  inclinations  fo  well  from  pub- 
lic notice,  that  his  external  deportment  was  ra- 
ther exemplary  than  reproachable,  infomuch 
that  he  might  ftill  have  pafTed  for  a  Saint,  had 
not  this  ugly  affair  difcovered  the  cbven  foot, 
and  fhewn  him,  what  he  really  is,  the  vilefl:  of 
Profligates.  Methinks  the  behaviour  of  this 
Votary  to  Chaftity  does  no  great  honor  to  our 
Titular  Bifliop's  recommendation  of  him,  any 
more  than  to  the  high  encomiums  which  that 
Popifh  Prelate  beflows  on  the  ftate  of  perpetual 
Celibacy* 

Y  3  Tho' 
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Tho'  this  holy  man  be  no  Jeiuit,  yet,  as  be 
aded  on  their  principles,  and  fo  many  Jeruits» 
who  had  an  hand  in  the  fame  plot,  have  inte- 
refted  themfelves  in  his  vindication,  I  can  do 
no  lefs  than  treat  him  as  onebf  their  Body.  His 
jcneeling  down  before  an  Altar,  and  laying  a 
fliort  prayer,  in  the  very  chamber  where  he 
liad  jud  perpetrated  io  execrable  a  crime,  puts 
me  in  mind  of  thofe  lines  in  Oldbants  fourth 
Satyr  againft  the  Society. 

•  ... 

jind  here  I  mighty  if  I  but  durfij  reveal 
What  pranks  are  playd  in  the  ConfefSonal  j 
How  haunted  Virgins  have  been  difpofjefsd^ 
And  Devils  were  caft  oa/,  to  let  in  Prieft ; 
What  Fathers  oB  with  Novices  alone^ 
And  ivhat  to  Punks  in  Jhriving  Jeats  is  done. 
Not  great  Cellier  *,  nor  any  greater  Bawd  1 
Of  notey  or  long  experience  in  the  Trade y       > 
Ja(rce  more  and  fouler  fcenes  of  lufifurvefd.  j 

V^n^en  I  firft  read  thefe  and  fome  other  lines 
of  the  fame  Author,  which  was ,  near  twenty 
years  ago,  they  appeared  to  me  unintelligible  ; 
but  I  have  fince  had  more  than  fufficient  reafon 
to  comprehend  their  meaning,  and  am  now 
perfectly  convinced  that  Oldham^  thio'  I  am  no 
great  admirer  of  his  Poetry,  was  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  true  fpirit  of  Popery,  and  the 

•  A  famous  Bawd,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  a  mofl 
devout  Cutholic,  ;ind  confbat  frequenter  of  Mafs, 

licen-^ 
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licentbus  morals  of  that' infamous  Fraternity, 
than  any  of  our  Englifli  Poets. 

We  are  not  informed,  whether  the  goodl^ 
Pricft  here  Ipoken  of,  when  he  knelt  down  be- 
fore his  little  altar  to  fay  a  prayer,  had  the  pre- 
caution of  drawing  a  curtain  before  it,  wbeii 
he  indulged  his  unnatural  appetite,  as  the  Pro- 
ftitutes  of  Rome  are  wont  to  do,  before  their 
Madondy  or  picture  of  our  blelfed  Lady,  fot 
fear  it  (hould  Ipy  out  what  is  going  forward, 
and  be  apt  to  take  offence  at  it.  Be  tliis  as  it 
will,  his  immediately  recurring  to  the  lacred 
place,  perhaps  without  fo  much  as  the  prelimi- 
nary atfperfion  of  holy  water,  did  not  fliew  oVcr 
much  refpeft  to  his  Religion,  fuch  as  it  is ;  a 
religion  calculated,  above  all  others,  to  lull  a 
clamorous  confcience  afleep,  by  fuch  eafy  ex- 
pedients, that  a  man  may  indulge  himfclf  in 
every  gratification,  which  the  world,  the  devil, 
or  the  flefli  can  tempt  him  with,  and  yet  make 
fure  of  Heaven  at  the  fame  time.  What  inva- 
luable privileges  have  we  deprived  ourfelvcs  of, 
by  our  fchifm'from  this  truly  Catholic  church ! 
Miferable  cafe  of  Heretics,  who  toil  through 
the  narrow  thorny  road,  and  lofe  the  pleafurcs 
of  this  life,  as  well  as  thofe  to  come  ! 

I  never  heard  that  Popifli  Pricfts  have  a 
power  of.  a"bfjlvi:^g  themfelves,  when  they 
chance  to  commit  fuch  little  flips ;  but  every 
one  know.s  that  they  readily  abfolve  each  other, 
on  thefe  and  the  like  occafions.  To  clcanfc  the 
fnul  from  its  pollutions,  is  a  v/ork  of  fuch  ex- 
pedition with  theie  ghoftly  Docftgrs,  an;l  per- 
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ifbrmed  with  fb. little. ceremony,  that  nplihiBg^- 
U  more  frequent  in  Popifh  countries,  (aa4*  .no: 
jloubt,  the  ^me  cuftom  prevails  here,  tho'  not 
io  openly)  to  fee  a  couple  of  Frieils,  in  the.mod 
]kiblic   places  of  r^fprt,   alternately  j^^eljjQg 
dowii/and  muttering  a  few  words  iiiitQ  one 
another's  ear  \  after  which,  both  put  on  their 
^Cerdotal  habiliments,  and,  tho',  juil  before, 
mere  finks  of  impurity,  haflen  to  offer  up  tlie 
tremendous  Sacrifice  with  hands  as  unfpot.ted  as 
thofe  of  a  new-born  babe  juft  wafhed  in  the 
laver  of  regeneration.     We  may  in  charity  pre- 
fume,  that  even  Father  H— n  himfelf  would 
fcarce  venture  to  fay  Mafs,  before  he  had  taken 
the  benefit  of  this  fovereign  Mundifier,  whidi 
was  fo  near  at  hand  \  and  what  (hould  deter 
him  from  repeating  the  crime,  (which,    we 
find,  he  did,  io  often  as  the  boy  went  to  con- 
feflion)  when  he  could  fb  eafily  fet  his  con- 
fciencc  to  rights,  by  recurring  to  the  fame  ex- 
pedient every  time  ? 

Is  it  poflible,  you  will  cry,  that  any  men, 
efpccially  Chriftjan  Priefts,  (hould  be  fo  loft  to 
all  fenfe  of  religion,  as  to  dare  to  appproach 
that  Being,  whofe  eyes  are  too  pure  to  behold 
iniquity,  with  hearts  full  of  all  uncleannefs  ? 
Muft  not  the  prayers  of  fuch  men  be  as  great 
an  abomination  to  him  as  their  crimes  ?  The 
only  thing  that  can  be  offered  in  their  excufc, 
is,  that  they  have  either  no  idea  of  God  at  all, 
or,  if  they  have  any,  'tis  only  of  a  God  of  their 
own  making,  or  fuch  a  one  as  their  painters 
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and  ftatuaries  have  reprefented  *,  who  bqng^ 
drawn  or  carved  in  a  human  form,  and  cooi)^^* 
duently  fuppofed  to  be  of  like  parts  and  paf-. 
uons  with  themfeives,  may  be  treated  with  as 
little  ceremony  as  they  pleafe.  To  fay  all  in 
one  word,  with  refpeiS  to  auricular  confejfion^ 
I  muft  own,  that,  before  I  rightly  knew  what 
Popery  was,  I  thought  it  one  of  the  beft  things 
in  the  modern  Church  of  Rome,  which,  by  the 
way,  differs  as  widely  from  the  ancient,    as 

^  'Tis  a  common  expreflion  among  the  Spaniards  and 
Portuguefe,  in  fpcaking  of  the  tranfceiident  dignity  of  dili 
facerdotal  Order,  and  the  ftupendous  myftery  of  Tranfub- 
{tantiation,  to  ftyle  the  Pricfts  Crcadores  defu  Creador^  1.  #. 
Creators  of  their  Creator,  or  God-makers ;  an  exprefSSoa . 
no  lefs  abfurd  and  blnfphemous  than  the  pictures  fo  fre- 
quent in  Popifh  Countries,  wherein  the  Eternal  Father  ap- 
pears in  the.fhape  of  an  old  man  with  a  long  grey  beard, 
holding  a  fcepter.     The  holy  Trhiity  is  fometimes  repre- 
fented as  a  man  with  three  heads,  fometimes  as  a  man  fleeiy 
ing  in  the  lap  of  another,  with  a  dove  hovering  over  them. 
Admirable  fymbols  thefe,  to  imprefs  on  mankind  juft  id«es 
of  the  incomprehenfiblc  nature  of  the  Deity  I  With  regard 
to  ftatues  of  the  fame  kind,  I  (hall  mention  a  well-known 
faft.     When  the  plague  raged  at  Vienna,  in  the  reign  of 
the  late  Emperor  Le^f-ohU  the  people,  finding  how  little 
their  addreflcs  to  Saints  and  Angels  availed  to  iiopits  fury, 
bethought  themfeives  of  making  a  vow  to  ereft  a  marble 
reprefentation  of  the  Trinity,  in  cafe  they  were  delivered 
from  this  dreadful  fcoiirge.     As  the  peftilcnce,  foon  after, 
began  to  abate,  in  onler  to  keep  up  their  devotion,  fomc 
monftrous  wooden  f:gurcs    were  inftantly  ereftcd  in  the 
market-place,  till  others  could  be  got  ready,  of  more  pre- 
cious materials.   Thus  the  inhabitants  of  that  in^pcrial  city 
received  great  confulation  from  tl:C  figlu  of  tlxir  woo.icn 
Trinity,  which,  no  doubt,  con.luccd   not  a  Utile  to  give 
the  fcu's  and  Mahometans,  who  frequent  t!ie  place,  moft 
exalted  notions  of  Chrillianity. 
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-  Popery  docs  fromChriftianity;  buti  havebrtij 
long  fincc  convinced,  it  is  one  of  the  vvorftj 
not  only  confidering  the  horrid  abufce  it  is  liable 
to,  but  that,  even  when  the  Prieft  has  no  iini- 
fter  defign  to  ferve,  'tis  always  a  fiital  decep- 
tion, by  making  the  work  of  repentance  ufelcfe, 
and  the  road  to  Heaven  much  eafier  than  it 
really  is. 

The  unparalielicd  behaviour  of  the  wretched 
Boy,  feerhs  to  contradid  the  remark  of  Juvenal, 
Nfmo  repente  fmt  turpi§imus ;  for  the'  he  cx- 
preflcdjfor  the  firft  time,  fome  kind  of  remorfe 
at  the  upnatuial  fm  he  had  been  tempted  to,  yet, 
we  find,  how  foon,  how  readily,  he  came  into 
all  the  meafures  of  his  wicked  DircSor,  fo  as 
to  undertake  the  tempting  of  his  own  Mafter. 
The  addrefs  and  cunning  he  fhewed,  in  watch- 
ing an  opportunity  for  efFefling  fo  black  a  de- 
fign, would  appear  incredible  in  one  of  his  age, 
had  he  not  been  in  the  hands  of  Jefuits,  and 
thoroughly  perverted  by  them  ;  nor  is  it  impro- 
bable, that  the  pious  dodrincs,  perpetually  in- 
culcated by  fuch  Inftruftors,  had  beep  fo  deeply 
impreffcd  on  his  mind,  that  he  might  look  on 
what  be  attempted,  as  a  meritorious  a^t,  and 
hoped 'perhaps  to  gain  Heaven  by  it,  as  well  as 
a  good  reward  here.  Paradile  and  even  Canon- 
ization itfelf  have  been  promifed  by  the  Society 
for  aftions  no  lefs  execrable ;  and  fome  men, 
-we  know,  have  been  fo  far  deluded,  as  not 
only  to  riflt  their  lives,  but  venture  their  falva- 
tion  too,  on  lb  landy  a  bottom.  A  youth,  not  ' 
much  older  than  this  boy,  was  animated  by  fuch 
,    promifcs 
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pFomiies  to  murder  a  King.  Vice,  in  (horC» 
tho'  it  makes  flow  advances  in  feme,  yet,  when 
^  it  finds  an  apt  foil,  which  feems  to  have  been 
the  prcfcnt  cafe,  fpeedily  arrives  to  its  fuU 
growth. 

It  may  be  thought  fomewhat  aftonifhing, 
that  the  jlrcb  Mifcreant,  who  had  taught  this 
boy  fuch  lefTons,  fliould  not  have  immediately 
abfconded,  when  he  found  his  fecret  villainies 
detected  ;  inflead  of  which,  he  not  only  ap^ 
peared  in  public,  as  ufual,  but  even  folicited 
the  P(^i(h  Lady  to  have  his  Pupil,  who  had 
been  taken  out  of  his  hands,  reflored  to  hini 
again.  One  would  naturally  think,  that,  if  he 
had  no  feiar  of  God,  he  fhould  have  had  at 
leaft  fome  fear  of  the  Hangman.  He  had  in- 
deed Ibme  apprehenfion  of  the  latter,  and  thiis 
was  the  very  reafon  which  made  him  fo  ex* 
tremcly  anxious  to  get  again  poffcffion  of  his 
Pupil,  that  he  might  give  him  frefh  inftruc* 
tions,  and  carry  on  the  deep-laid  plot  with 
greater  facility.  But  tho'  this  fcheme  failed, 
he  was  not  without  other  refources.  He  had, 
it  feems,  fome  other  apt  fcholars  in  his  Male-- 
Seraglio y  who  had  been  taught  the  fame  let 
fons,  and  were  ready  enough  to  lend  their 
helping  hand,  as  far  as  their  abilities  would 
permit.  And  fuppofing  Mr.  Arnold  had  ac- 
tually applied  to  Juftice  Fielding,  as  he  threat- 
ened, it  is  much  to  be  doubted,  whether  the 
combinations  of  fuch  men  would  not  have  over- 
whelmed him.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  the 
boy,  who  was  wholly  influenced  by  his  Con- 
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feiTor,  would  not  only  have  cctra£tcd  ewty 
word  he  had  Taid,  but  might,  if  necd&ry, 
have  been  eaiily  prevailed  on  to  fwear  agatim 
his  innocent  Mailer.  To  fome  fuch  fimeroe 
as  this,  the  Dire&or's  confidence  ieems  to  have 
been  owing;  for  otherwife,  it  wiU  be  iinpoiC- 
ble  to  account  for  his  condu^^  in  an  a^ir  of 
fo  dangerous  a  nature. 

Whatever  might  be  the  event  of  thefe  dark 
proceedings,  the  Junto  had  two  other  relbuices. 
A  man,  too  bufy  with  his  tongue,  may .  be  ef- 
fedually  quieted,  as  Mr.  Arnold's  honeft-  VH- 
re£tor  well  obierved,  by  Irifh  Ruffians,  or  Iciih 
Evidence,  and  he  might  have  added  fome  of 
our  own  Ifland  too ;  tho'  chclib,  it  muft  be 
owned,  are  but  few  in  comparilbn  of  the  for- 
mer; and,  to  the  honorof  Popery  be  it  4>oken, 
almoft  everyone  of  them  die  goodCathoUcs,  if 
■we  may  judge  from  their  con^fiions  at  the  gal- 
lows. Such  Veterans,  no  doubt,  were  much  finer 
infUuments  to  be  employed  on  thefe  occafions 
than  raw  country  boys,  who,  let  them  be  ever 
{b  well  taught,  are  apt  to  faulter  in  their  leiTons. 
We  have  too  many  inilances.of  both  methods 
having  been  fucceisfully  putin  practice :  both 
have  been  attended  with  dreadful  confequencesj 
but  thofe  of  Perjury  are  always  more  to.  be 
feared  than  thofc  of  Aflaflination,  as  this  only 
afiedts  life,  that  both  life  and  reputadon  too;  and 
tho'  by  caution  we  may  poiTibly  guar^  againfl: 
the  former,  yet  no  human  prudence  can  fcreen 
itfelf  againft  a  combination  of  falle  witociles. 
Among  many  ihlking  inflances  of  the  latter 
kind. 
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kifld/J:  (hall  jufl  mention  a  recent  cafe,  in  tru^ 
one's  Tcmembrance :  it  is  of  the  unfortunate. 
Foiter,  who,  on  the  ftrength  of  fuch  evidence, 
was  hanged  for  a  robbery,  of  which  he  was 
afterwards  found  to  be  perfe<5tly  innocent.  The 
populace^  it  is  true,  did  juflice  on  one  of  the 
villains^  who  was  killed  in  the  pillory ;  but  the 
poor  man*s  blood  flill  cries  for  vengeance  againft 
the  accooiplices,  who,  I  am  informed,  (till  re- 
main in  Newgate. 

Mr.  Arnold  might  well  call  his  iituation  de- 
plorable, .  thus  mlferably  difappointed  in  his 
proiped:  of  temporal  afliftance,  and,  which 
was  of  infinitely  more  importance,  led  on  by 
thofe,  who  pretended  to  condud:  him  in  the 
diredt  road  to  Heaven,  to  the  brink  of  eternal 
perdition ;  and,  to  crown  all,  when  they  faw 
him  ilardng  h^  at  the  fight  of  the  hideous 
pcecipice,  formed  againfl  him  the  blackeft  con- 
spiracy whkrh  jefuitical  fraud  and  malice  could 
contrive.  How  dreadful  mufl  it  be  to  lay  at 
the  mercy  of  a  Junto  of  men,  who  not  only 
cover  the  foulefl  crimes  under  the  fpecious  veil 
of  Religion,  but  blufh  not  openly  to  excufe  and 
juflify  the  crimes  themfelves,  with  fuch  endiefs 
fubtilties  and  enchanting  fophiflry,  as  confound 
the  difference  between  vice  and  virtue,  and 
leave  every  one  at  liberty  to  purfue  the  bias  of 
his  own  inclinations  1 
•  With  refped:  to  carnal  lufls,  thofe  deadly 
enemies,  which  war  againji  tkefoul^  what  num- 
berlefs  diflindions  have  theic  Cafuids  found 
out,  to  remove  every  fcruple  of  confcience,  and 
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to  break  through  the  feftraints  of  fhame  !  iTie 
maxims  they  teach  on  this  head,  are  fo  Hceri- 
tious,  fo  exceflively  fhocking  to  modefty  and 
common  decency,  that  it  would  be  alnioft  an 
unpardonable  crime  to  repeat  what  they  have 
dared  to  print  and  publjfh.  The  fingle  inftance 
I  have  produced  in  my  letter  concerning  the 
Reviewer's  charge  againft  us,  of  encouraging 
Itwdncfs  and  debauchery^  too  plainly  difcovers 
its  horrid  tendency.  The  works  of  the  angelic* 
Sanchez  alone,  one  of  their  moft  admired  Doc- 
tors, contain  more  abominations  than  wereevet' 
known  in  ancient  Sodom.  As  to  Father  H — nV 
dctcftable  amours,  it  would  not  be  juft,  I  own, 
to  charge  the  crime  of  a  particular  delinquent  on 
die  whole  body,  were  there  not  fuch  irrefraga- 
ble proofs  of  their  countenancing  the  prafticc. 
■  It  might  be  fufficient  to  oblervc  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  that  thofe,  who  were  in  higheft  repute 
among  them  here  for  their  moral  qualifications, 
did  not  only  do  their  utmoft  to  palliate  th« 
enormity  of  tlic  fait,  but  to  remove  all  that 
horror  wherewith  it  is  naturally  attended.  But 
even  this  infamous  conduft  of  ourEnglifliMif- 
fionaries  is  not  the  prindpal  charge ;  fincc  it 
evidently  appears  from  the  extraft  I  fcnt  you, 
that  every  kind  of  impurity,  whether  inental 
or  corporal,  is  hrld  by  the  Society  as  a  matter 
of  indifference,  or  a  venal  fin  at  moft,  efpc- 
cially  in  aPrieft,  who  may,  according  to  their 
maxims,  indulge  the  libidinous  flame,  mth 
very  iittle  fcrupie,  in  any  othpr  manner  than 
that  which  God-  and  Nature  have  appointed;  ■ 
within 
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within  the  bounds  of  lawful  Matrimony.  I 
know  not  what  arguments  Mr.  Arnold's  Direo- 
tpr,  who  feems  to  be  a  thorough-paced  Jefuit, 
made  ufe  of,  to  leiTen  his  Prolelyte's  horror  to 
fo  enormous  a  crime,  but  fuppofe  they  were 
fuch  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  fubtil  Cafuifl  jufl 
mentioned,  and  many  others  of  the  like  (lamp, 
the  very  mention  of.  which  would  require  almoft 
as  much  impudence,  as  that  of  thoie  who  firfl: 
flarted  them.  As  prone  as  mankind  are  to  give 
a  loofe  to  their  paflions,  it  is  no  uncharitable 
prefumption,  that  there  are  many  fpecies  of 
le wdnefs, ,  which  the  world  would  have  been 
for  ever  ignorant  of,  had  not  thcfe  CafuifHcal 
Scavengers  taken  fuch  pains  to  rake  into  the 
filthy  ordure,  and  defiled  the  imagination,  by 
expoiing  them  to  public  view. 

I  cannot  inform  you,  what  is  become  of  the 
chafte  Father  K — n,  or  his  docile  Pupil,  but 
thiiik,  his  brethren  would  have  acted  prudently 
in  finding  both  abroad,  as  foon  as  poliible,  the 
former  on  fomc.  r.ew  miflion,  as  their  cuftom  is 
in  fimilar  cafes,  and  the  latter  to  one  of  their 
Seminaries,  lo  be  brought  up  for  the  fervice 
of  the  Society  ;  for,  certain  it  is,  however  flen-- 
der  a  progrcls  he  might  make  in  point  of  litera- 
ture, they  could  not  eaiily  find  an  aptcr  icholar 
for  other  employments,  nor  one  better  quali- 
fied to  m4ke  an  Qxccllcnt  Lay-brother.  1  was 
lately  informed  by  a  French  Gentleman,  a  Ro- 
man Catholic,  that,  not  many  yems  ngo,  an 
affair  of  the  lame  nature  with  H — n's,  happen- 
ed in  the  college  of  Pcicliers.     Tw  prevent  far-: 

thcr       -^ 


^ 


yjlJ  Recent  iH^aiue 

ther  fcandal,  it  was  judged  expedient  by  rf»«' 
Jefuits  to  fend  away  the  lalacious  Confeflbf  im- 
mediately. But  where,  do  you  think,  they 
fcnt  him,  and  upon  what  errand  ?  To  QtinCt 
ip  order  to  propagate  theOofpel.  Indeed,  con- 
fidering  what  Gofpet  they  preach  there,  it  muft 
be  bwned,  that  fuch  aGoipel  is  fit  to  be  propa- 
gated by  fuch  Miflionaries  *. 

You  will  eafily  believe,  that  Mr.  Arnold  h^, 
&r  fome  time  paf):,  fufficient  reafon  to  regret 
the  change  he  had  made  in  his  religion :  but, 
bang  now  fully  convinced"  of  the  infinite  hazards 
.  he  ran,  by  trufting  to  fuch  Guides,  this  occa- 
fioned  him  to  examine,  with  more  ferioufnefs 
and  attention  than  ever,  the  fundamentals  of 
Popery,  which  he  found  as  repugnant  to  the 
Catholic  Faith,  as  dcAruiftive  to  found  Morali- 
ty. His  eyes,"  in  fhort,  were  now  opened, 
and  the  light  of  Truth  broke  on  him  with  fuch 
force,  as  happily  reconciled  him  to  the  church, 
wherein  He  had  been  baptized,  and  from  which 
he  had  been  fo  artfully  deluded.  The  Jefuits, 
however,  iliU  frequented  his  houfe,  and,  fuch 
was  his  dread  of  their  malice,  that  he  treated 
them  with  the  fame  outward  refpe£t  as  ufual» 
having  not  yet  ventured  to  make  an  open  pro- 
feiBon  of  his  having  renounced  their  commu- 
nion, tho*  they  flirewdly  fufpefted  it,  from 
many  circumftances,  particularly,  his  having, 
for  fome  time,  abfcnted  himfelf  from  Mafs  and 

*■  See  Pere  Norberfs  acconnt  of  t^  in&motis  prevati- 
atioBi  in  tfattEoipre. 
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^(uQp^Soti.  Upon  this,  they  took  the  alarm  r 
jet.nill  hoping  that  he  was  not  irrecoverably 
k^  and^  to  try  perhaps  whether  it  were  po(Ii«, 
bk  to  reclaim  their  ffa-ay'd  (heep  by  ill  ufage^ 
they  fet  all  their  engines  at  work,  and  did  eveiy 
thing  in  their  power  to  add  to  thofe  diflreiles 
which  they  themielves  had  involved  him  in. 

When  thcfc  methods  failed,  their  laft  effort 
(the  laft  at  lead  which  Mr;  Arnold  takes  no- 
tice of  in  his  Motives)  was  to  trepan  him  on 
board  a  fhip^  in  order  to  transport  him  to  fome 
part  beyond  fea,  where  he  might  be  fo  well 
fecured  as  to  give  them  no  farther  uneafineis. 
For  this  purpoie,  an  order  was  procured  from 
a  foreign  Nobleman  refiding  here,  to  vifit  one 
•of  his  Domeflics,  whom  Mr.  Arnold  had  met 
in  the  ftreet  a  day  or  two  before,  but  was  then 
fick,  as  the  Meffenger  pretended,  on  board  a 
vdlel  lying  at  Iron-Gate  i   and,   to  give  the 
better  color  to  the  ftory,  one  of  the  fhip's  crew 
attended  to  conduct  him  to  the  appointed  piace# 
Mr.  Arnold  qxcufed  himfelf,  in  the  befl  man- 
ner he  could,  from  complying  with  this  order, 
and,  as  foon  appeared  from  the  fequel,  had  no 
reafon  to  repent  of  his  precaution :  for  when 
he  enquired  of  another  of  the  faid  Nobleman's 
domellics,  whom  he  afterwards  met  accident- 
ally in  the  ftreet,  about  the  health  of  his  fellow- 
iervant^  the  man  replied,  that  he  never  heard 
of  his  having  beeniick,  and  added  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  veffel  had  failed  the  very  night 
he ^ was  to  have  viiited  tlie  pretended  Patient,  or 
early  the  next  morning.     It  is,  moreover,  to  . 

Z  be 


•  • 


t^y%  Rtcent  Infianci 

be  noted,  that  the  whole  Oiip's  company  irerti 
foreigners,  and  probably  the  Maftcr, .  Ibmc 
good  Catholic,  had  been  tempted  by  his  iteaj, 
as  well  as  the  hopes  of  a  round  fum»  to  concur 
in  the  pious  defign.  One  thing  is  beyond  dif- 
pute,  tnat,  had  Mr.  Arnold  been  fo  imiprudeilt 
as  once  to  have  fet  his  foot  on  board,  he  mig^t 

.  have  been  privately  flowed  away,  and  his  mouth 
fo  well  ga^ed,  that  the  fharpeft  Cuilom-hoife 
Officer  in  London  wp'uld  nevelr  have  fu^ieded 
the  exportation  of  fuch  contraband  ware. 

This  laft  attempt  to  fiience  Mr.  Arnold,  bean 
fo  near  a  refemblance  to  another  of  the  iamc 
kind,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Bower's  Narrative, 
which  he  affirms  to  have  been  made  on  hJnifelf, 
after  his  efcape  from  the  Inquiiition  of  Macera* 

.  tOy  and  arrival  in  England,  that  the  former 
&rves  to  confirm  the  credil^Qr  of  the  latter  > 
which,  whether  it  be  ia&  or  &ot>  has  hcen 
called  in  queflion  for  no  other  reafon  that  I 
know  of,  but  its  feeming  improbability.  Not- 
withilanding  which,  it  is  not  tc\  be  doubted, 
that  fuch  fh-atagems,  to  get  rid  of  troublefome 
perfons,  when  other  methods  ^led,  have  been 
irequently  jx'aftifed  here,  and  not  feldom  proved 
fuccefefiil.  When  mcafures  are  properly  con- 
certed, and  fit  inftmments  employed,  the  exe- 
cution is  much  eaiier  than  one  would  imagine. 
I  could  bring  feveral  inftanccs  of  a  fimilar  na- 
ture, wherein  the  difficulties,  which  appeared 

.  jtnudi  greater  than  in  Mr.  Arnold's  cafe,  have 

been  furmounted.    You  have  heard,  I  prefiime, 

what  befel  a  French  Gentleman,  who  hadiled 

hither. 
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Iiither,  on  fome  religious  or  political  account, 
the  particulars  of  which  I  cannot  now  recoiled. 
There  had  been  fpies  fet  on  him  to  watch  all 
his  motions  ^  and  at  length  certain  perfons,  hired 
for  the  purpofe,  who  pretended  to  be  Bailiffs, 
arreft^d  him  in  a  iham  adtion :  as  he  could 
not  ipcak  a  word  of  our  language,  they  told 
.ibnie  perfbns,  who  drew  near  at  his  crying  out, 
that  he  was  their  prifoner  for  debt ;  to  others, 
that  they  were  carrying  hisn  to  a  mad-houfe, 
by  order  of  his  friends.  In  fine,  as  none  gave 
themf^lves  any  concern  about  the  matter,  hp 
was,  at  convenient  intervals,  fafely  conveyed  to 
the  fea-fide,  where  a  veflel  lay  ready  to  receive 
him,  on  board  which  he  was  put,  and  never 
more  heard  of  ♦. 

It  may  perhaps  be  wondered  at,  confidering 
what  fort  of  men  Mr.  Arnold  had  to  deal  with, 
that,  as  they  had  failed  in  their  attempts  go 
his  liberty,  they  did  not  fall  on  a  more  expedi^ 
tious  method  of  flopping  his  tnouth,  that  is, 
by  hiring  feme  of  the  Bravos  he  fpeaks  of,  (and 
fuch,  it  is  well  known,  are  not  wanting  in 
London)  to  take  away  his  life^  This  would 
kave  done  the  bufinefs  efFeflually,  fince  a  dead 

*  This  faA  was  fo  public  and  notorious,  that  all  the 
modern  Refugees,  and  particularly  a  celebrated  writer  (till 
fivingy  who  had  grievou fly  offended  his  Church,  by  clear- 
ing up  the  charaAer  of  ours,  were  in  great  terror  on  the 
occafion.  As  we  were  then  at  peace  with  the  French,  ho^ 
came  it  that  this  outrage  was  not  made  the  fubjed  of  nar 
tional  enquiry,  and  that  no  refcntmcnt  was  (hewn  at  tbt  -^^ 
rights  of  Sovereignty  and  Sanfluary  fo  enorxnouHy  viohfeedi      .  J^ 
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man,  it  is  certain,  can  tell  no  tales.  Sut  we 
find,  that  th'ofe,  who  are  fondefl:  of  this  {hort 
method,  do  not  always  put  it  in  pra^ice,  lor' 
fear  of  the  confequences  to  themfelves ;  for 
which  reafon,  we  may  prefame,  that  th^jefu- 
ks,  tho'  they  hold  nothing  more  lawful  or  me- 
ritorious, when  their  intercft  requires  it,  and  it 
-can  be  iafely  executed,  yet,  on  the  prefeat  oo 
cafion,  judged  it  more  confiHentwIth  prudeiiice 
to  take  another  and  lefs  hazardous  method, 
which  generally  anfwers  the  fame  end,  and  top 
often  much  more  eifeflually  than  the  firft.  It 
was  now  indeed  of  little  importance  to  them, 
whether  Mr.  Arnold  were  dead  or  living ;  he 
had  already  told  the  fcandalous  Tale,  and  even 
publiflied  his  Motives,  which  fo  highly  reflcSed 
'qp  their  Order,  and  it  was  impoflible  to  recal 
what  he  had  once  divulged.  What  then,  were 
they  to  fit  down  filent  under  fuch  a  load  of  in- 
iamy  ?  No.  They  have  made  ufe  of  their  old 
expedient,  which  has,  in  numbertefs  inftances, 
folly  anfwered  the  purpofcs  of  the  Society, 
where  thofe  of  Aflaflination,  Perjury,  or  Kid- 
napping have  failed,  that  is  to  fay,  by  not  only 
endeavouring  to  difcredit  the  author  of  the 
ilory,  but  to  retort  the  heinous  charge  on 
himfelf  In  a  word,,  if  they  have  not  murdered 
his  perfon,  they  have  done  their  utmoft,  by 
employing  their  never-failing  weapons  of  Lyes, 
Calumny,  and  Forgery,  to  murder  his  reputa- 
tion, a  thing  much  dearer  to  an  honell  man 
than  life  itiolf :  but  whether  they  have,  dope 
thisi 
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this,  more  to  his  or  their  own  difgrace,  (hall 
Be  examined  in  my  next.     I  am,  &€. 
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LETTER        XXIV. 

SIR, 

THO'  nothing  can  be  more  precarious 
than  the  life  or  reputation  of  any  map, 
which  Jefuits  are  relblved  to  attack,  yet,  as 
deep-laid  as  their  fchemes  are,  fbmetimes  it 
happens,  that  they  themfelves  fall  into  the  pit 
they  dig  for  others.  This  will  appear  from  the 
following  remarks,  which  are  not  to  be  looked 
upon  as  merely  relating  to  Mr.  Arnold's  parti- 
Qfihr  cafe;  fince  the  treatment  he  has  met 
with,  may  be  the  cafe  of  thoufands,  and  wiU 
f?nfe  to  fct  in  the  moft  glaring  light,  the  dread* 
fill  tendency  of  Popery  and  Jefuitifmi  two  ot 
the  deadlieil  enemies  to  religion  and  morality, 
that  is,  to  every  thing  which  concerns  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind,  both  here  and  hereafter. 

Mr.  Arnold  had  fcarce  publifhed  his  Motives, 
when  the  Junto,  who  had  firft  perverted,  then 
ruined,  and  afterwards  perfccutcd  him,  with 
all  the  rage  and  malice  of  Jefuits,  laid  their 
heads  together,  and  drew  up  a  reply  to  it,  with ' 
the  following  title,  ji  letter  to  Mr.  Arnold y  con- 
ceming  bis  Motives  for  renouncing  the  Popijh 
and  re-embracing  the  Protejiant  Religion.  This 
fmall  piece  is  printed  for,  and  fold  by,  the  Wi^- 
doiv  Needbam,  in  Holborn,  at  whofe  (hop  fcve^- 
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ral  other  choice  performances  of  the  fame  kind, 
,  not  eafily  to  be  met  with  at  other  Booklelters, ' 
may  be  ha4  "•  The  deiign  of  it  is  not  only  to 
clear  up  the  charaSer  of  Father  H — n  and  his 
affociates,  and  to  tarnifti  that  of  Mr.  Arnold, 
but,  at  the  fame  tim?,  to  Inform  us,  what  ex- 
traordinary care  the  Church  of  Rome  takes  of 
her  children,  with  regard  to  purity  of  life  and 
manners.  One  thing,  however,  feems  to  b^' 
cAit  of  dilpute,  to  wit,  that,  whatever  is  abett- 
ed by  Mr.  Arnold,  which  has  no  connefiioii' 
wth  the  abominable  afiair  of  his  Apprcnficc, 
(and  certain  it  is,  that  he  mentions  fivcral 
things  as  indubitable  fa£ts,  of  no  fm^ll  conle- 
quence  to  the  Public)  ought  to  be  looked  upoa 
as  tacitly  granted  by  the  Party,  fince  they  offer 
nothing  in  its  confutation  ;  and  indeed  fuch  an 
attempt  Would  only  redound  to  thar  Either 
confufion.  In  examining  the  three  articles 
above-mentioned,  befides  my  own  reficftions, 
I  ftiall  interfperfe  thofe  of  a  very  judicious  and 
learned  Gentleman,  who  is  perfeftly  acqumnted 
with  the  hiftory  of  Mr.  Arnold's  life,  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  whol?  circumftances  of  the 
aflair,  which  occafioncd  the  publication  of  his 
Motives.  The  remarks  of  this  Gentleman  arc 
ia  fpirited  and  Ib-jking,  that  they  will  be  ealify' 
difhnguiOied  from  mine,  though  both  havQ 
equal  truth  for  their  foundation. 

As  not  only  the  perlbnal  charadter  of  fome 

Jefuits  here,  but  that  of  the  whole  Society,  was 

to  deeply  affeacd  by  Mr.  Arnold's  divulging 

tjie  infern4  intrigue  of  their  ian^fied  Brother 

H— n. 
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H^^xij  in  order  to  prepoilefs  the  world  widi 
an  unfavorable  opinion  of  the  Reporter,  as  if 
h?  had  changed  bis  Religion,  without  any  rea- 
£)nabie  motivei  the  Letter- writer  takes  notice 
in  the  firft  place,  "  that  the  Public  had  reafon 
to  expedl  from  one,  who  had  tried  the  merits 
of  the  caufe,  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  that 
ibnop  arguments  would  have  been  offered  againft 
th^  truth  of  the  Catholic  Religion,  and  others 
i|i  favor  of  the  Proteftant ;  but  as  he  produces 
neither,  that  his  motives  for  renouncing  the 
fornieri  and  re-embracing  the  latter,  were  not 
motive  of  cpi^vifftion,  but  of  refentment,  on 
ac(:o)int  of  certain  difappointments." 

Now  fuppofing  this  to  be  the  real  flate  of 
the  frafe,  whgt  will  Popery  gain,  or  Proteflant- 
ifoi  lofe  by  it  ?    The  one,  I  apprehend,  will 
have  as  little  taufe  to  triumph,  as  the  other  to 
bang  down  its  head,    whether  Mr.  Arnold's 
motive  ivere  good  or  bad,  or  whether  he  had 
any  motive^  ^  all.     But  the  Jefuits,  according 
to  tb^ir  wonted  cuflom,  have  grofly  miirepre« 
feiited  the  matter;  fince  it  appears  from  his  own 
account,  to  which  they  refer  us,  that,  whether 
be  knew  how  to  confute  the  errors  of  the  for- 
mer, or  to  defend  the  truths  of  the  latter,  he 
had  fufficient  inducements  to  aft  as  he  did.     It 
vas  not  his  province  nor  defign  to  enter  into  a 
formal  difcuflion  of  the  arguments  urged  on 
bfitb  fides  5  neither  indeed  was  there  any  ne« 
Qc^w  of  telling  the  world,    what  Popery  is, 
which  fi>  many  of  our  Divines  have  already 
dpne^  tp  jits  u((er  confufion.    But  as  a  true  fpe* 
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fimen  of  the  fecret  villainies  cf  Ac  emiffariwDf 
Rome,  who  Avarm  in  this  kingdom,-  vras  a 
thing  hitherto  unattempted  by  any  wtiterv  h« 
w^s  prevailed  upon,  by  the  entreaties  of  bis 
Friends,  to  ofFet  himfelf  to  the  Public,-  as  an 
.humble  jnftrument  to  open: their  eyes,  and  to 
;give  them  a  fair  opportunity  of  beholding- ilie 
things  which  make  for  their  civil  and  religious 
peace.  He  is  no  ftranger,  as  the  Jefuits  well 
know,  either  to  them  or  their  principles,  and 
fince  they  force  him  to  fpeak  out,  he  folemnly' 
declares, '  that  his  only  motive  for  leaving  dieif 
Church,  was,  becaufe  he  had  been  cheated  into 
it,  and  found  it,  on  looking  about  him,  to  bo- 
quite  the  reverfe,  in  every  rclpcfl,  of  what  thcj 
had  reprefented  it.  In  Ihort,  he  does  not  pre- 
tend to  fet  up  for  a  difputant,  nor  tq  be  verfed 
in  points  of  controverfy,  but  only  to  mention 
plain  matters  of  fa<£l:,  which  all  thd  Jefuitical  So- 
fhiftry  in  the  world  can  never  invalidate.  He 
umply  informs  us,  by  what  kind  of  artifices 
he  had  been  deluded,  and  ingenuoufly  acknow- 
leges,  that,  beiides  the  principal  motive  whidi 
induced  him  to  embrace  their  Religion,'  viz. 
die  fpiritual  benefits  he  expefted  fi^om  CfinfeJ^n 
and  Abfilution-,  he  had  alfo'  fome  profpeft  of  ad- 
vancing his  worldly  intereft,  frOm  the  hopes 
rfiofe  Hypocrites  and  their  adherents  had  raifed 
in  him  by  their  magnificent  promifes.  As  he 
found  himfelf  fo  mil'erably  disappointed  in  both, 
this  naturally  produced  ferious  refieftions  on 
the  rafh  flep  he  had  taken,  and  occafioned  his 
eicape  from  the  hideous  precipice,,  which  now- 
bcgaj^ 
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jbegan  to  appear  in  all  its  horrors.  Whether  his 
motives'  therefore  were  at  firfl  fuflicient,  aUbr 
jutely  to  juftify  the  leaving  his  new  Church, 
k  is  to  be  prefumed>  that,  by  this  time,  he  has 
learned  (a  much  of  the  dodrines  of  the  Gofpel^ 
as  to  have  more  than  fufficient  to  retain  him  in 
his  old  one.  In  a  word,  fince  he  does  not 
offer  to  give  us,  in  his  Narrative,  (which^  I 
am  fully  ailured,  he  had  no  other  view  in  pubr 
lifhing,  than  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  Truth  and 
Virtue)  any  more  than  a  plain  detail  of  fafls, 
die  fole  point  is,  whether  diefe  fa€ts,  whidi 
Gondiiced  to  his  happy  deliverance  from  the 
fiiares  of  Popery,  be  true  or  falie  ?  for,  as  to 
what  Papifts  are  eternally  bawling  out,  about 
their  Catholic  Churdi,  'tis  nothing  at  all  to 
die^  purpofe. 

Before  I  enter  on  the  foul  affair,  the  divulg- 
ing of  which  has  alarmed  thefe  fhamelefs  Ini- 
poflors,  much  more  than  the  enormity  of  die 
thing  itfelf,  let  me  briefly  touch  on  a  paflage 
er  two  in  the  Reply,  relating  to  the  Society  ami 
dieir  Religion. 

*^  I  do  not,  fays  their  Speaker,  diredling  his 
worfls  to  Mr.  Arnold,  think  it  worth  the  pains, 
tp  make  any  remarks  on  what  you  tell  us,  of 
contrivances  and  deep  plots  laid  by  the  Jefuits, 
to  get  you  firft  to  their  Church,  and  then  to 
their  Order.  They  would,  no  doubt,  have 
been  overjoyed  to  acquire  to  themfelves  the  po£- 
feffion  of  fuch  a  treafure.'' 

Mr.  Arnold  does  indeed  charge  the  Jefuits  with 
having  laid  fuch  plots  to  entrap,  him^  and  ^ 
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iixey  diTprovc  what  he  iays  on  this  fubje(%  iby. 
£}mething  more  ^ao  a  fneer,  which  U  9JX  ,^h^ 
offer  in  its  confutation^,  the  thing  will  be  takca. 
for  granted.  Thi^  ihey  Uid  mwy  plots  to 
n^e  bini:  a  Papi^,  13-  an  iop9ptfi^ah(e  ^  i 
and  that  they  toolt  tl^tiaine  poiiv  to  make  him 
a  j'ef^iU  is  no  left  certain,  eippcially  after  Sovftp 
of  them  had  heen  hi%FatienC6,  and  sxpencaced 
bis  abilities  afi  a  Siu'georLi  tho'  w^  arc  iiftf  Ut. 
^rqied,  c£  jni^i  Hind  of  0Um«n;&  he  cur«d 
them.  Jt  is  not  Tuppofed,  that  th^  intended 
t0  m^e  a  ProfeiTed  Jeruit  of  him,  lor  .whicJx 
neith^  his  he^  nor  .hi«  heart  .fcore  properly 
qualified.  He  had  too  titde  panning,  and  too. 
much  hone%,  ever  to  arrive  at  fuch-aa  bon(^l 
but  might  he:  not  h^ve  been  a  I^^faroth^r, 
and  proved  very  ufeful  to  the  Society,  in  quality, 
of  a^opd.^u^ivoni  as  h^is  tdlowed  to  be  by 
every  one  that  koowfi  hig^  i  The  ^^veft  Jefuits 
Ibmetimes  (land  in  need  of  Surgeons,  as  well  a« 
other  people ;  and  there  were  piore  rea&>ns 
^un  .one  for  Soliciting,  ijvitfa  Qt  mvtfh  ^afpeiU 
nefs  as  they  did,  this  particular  Surgeon  to  en- 
ter^among  them. 

Since  diele  honeft  Gen^m^n  are  taJking  of 
Plots,  with  ib  much  ploaianti^  is  it  not  Ibme- 
what  Arange,  thait,  -f^  thcv  l4Hgh  at  thole 
which  Mr.  Arnc^d  chvges  m^m  with  having; 
laid  ag^nft  his  own  pqr^,  jfo  they  do  not  alio 
ptis  f^me  jeft  cm  sto^tK  h^  i^h^rges  them  with- 
of  ^  more  interefting  natuce,  <o  wit,  .againft. 
^  Gfverflment^  £«t  i^eie,  it  fcems,  are  not 
tfc9ufi^  VM^]F.'flf.tb$4ighte&jwtice,  tbp'^ 
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our  hiftories  are  full  of  them.  Perhaps  it  w«8 
judged  too  tender  a  point  to  touch  on ;  for  ev^n 
Jdfuits  themfelves,  I  prefume,  will  fcarcc  have 
the  front  to  pretend,  diat,  it  was  for  their  Loy-i* 
altVy  fo  many  penal  laws  were  made  againft 
theita  hcf% ;  or  that  the  whole  Society  was  ba- 
nifhed  from  Venice,  France,  and  Portugal,  for 
pleaching  up  obedience  and  dutiful  behaviour 
to  Princes.  The  truth  is,  treafonable  plots  and 
c^hlpiracies  are  fo  natural  to  this  fort  of  men» 
that  few  can  be  named  in  Europe,  to  fay  no- 
thing of  remoter  parts,  wherein  they  have  not 
befeh  concerned.  This  is  fb  univerfally  acknow* 
leged,  Aat  'tis  itarce  poffible  to  m^ntiop  a  Jo« 
fuit.  without  thinking  of  a  Plot* 

in  another  part  of  the  Reply,  we  meek 
with  die  fiJlowing  expoftulation  directed  to 
Mr.  Arnold :  ^<  Is  it  thus  that  you  intend  ta 
convince  tfie  world  of  the  motives  of  your  con^ 
yeriion  from  uncharitable  Popery  ?  This,  I  pr&ii' 
fume,  is  an  earneft  of  what  we  are  to  expeft' 
from  you  for  the  fritare,  now  you  have  takea* 
up  the  benev$lfnty  the  forpvin^  temper  of  Pro* 
teftantifm." 

'  You  will,  no  doubt,  obferve,  that  the  words, 
which  are  put  in  Italics,  to  render  them  more 
cbnfpicuous,  are  here  applied  ironically,  as  if 
benevolence,  charity,  and  tendernefs  were  the 
difringuiihing  charadieriftics  of  Popery,  and  a 
malevolent,  in^placable,  blood-thirfty  fpirit,  that 
of  Proteftants.  On  both  thefe  heads,  a  very 
few  words  may  fuffice.  With  regard  to  the 
^nner^  all  the  world  knows  what  its  charibUe 
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principle  is,  to  wit,  that  every  foul,  out  of  the 
pale  of  their  Church,  is  eternally  damned  ;  ^n4. 
as  to  its  extenfive  mercy  and  tendernefs  in  prac-* 
tice,  I  have  already  given  you  a  fmall  ipecimen. 
Even  the  Aal6  fophiflical  argument,  jnrerte4 
tQWards  the  clofe  of  the  Reply,  as  one  of  tlae 
principal  motives,  which  ought  to  have  weighed 
trith  Mr^  A^-nold,  above  all  other  coniiderationSj 
is  a  frefh  proof  of  the  jnild  and  benevolent  fpi- 
nt  of  Popery,    Becaufe  we  allow,,  the  pbflibility 
cS  their  falvation,  and  they  abfolqtely  deny  that 
<^  ours,  this  excefs  of  Charity,  on  our  iide,  is 
artfully  turned  againft  us,   and,  according  to 
the  Popifh  Creed,  only  ferves  to  condemn  us,^ 
out  of  our  own  mouths,  and  to  (hew  the  deibe<?^ 
rate  ftatc  we  are  in.     With  regard  to  Frotfft- 
antifm,  it  will  be  fuiiicient  jufl  to  intimate,  that 
'tis  no  great  iign  of  its  malevolent,  pnforgivinj 
teinper,  in  treating  Papifts  in  general  with  fuel 
extraordinary  lenity  as  it  does,  notwithftanding 
their  infolence ;  and  efpecially  in  fufFering  fucn^ 
men  as  this  very  Letter*writer  and  his  aflbcjatess 
not  only  to  remain  among  us,   but  to  take 
fuch  liberties  as  they  do  with  impunity  i  fincQ . 
tjiey  cannot  be  infenfible,  that  yefuits^  above 
all  other  Popifh  Priefts,  ftand  profcribed  by  our. 
laws,  as  the  deadlieft  enemies  tQ  their  country 
iand  its  happy  conftitution. 

In  a  pofucript  to  the  Reply,  a  Letter  is  in- 
ierted^  faid  to  have  been  wrote  by  Mr.  Arnold 
to  a  certain  Female  Linen-draper  ;  the  original 
of  which,  we  are  told,  may  be  feen  at  the  zea-- 
hus  Widow  Needbams.    The  intent  of  publUl>; 
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ih^  this  Letter,  is,  to  acquaint  the  world,  th^ 
the  Writer  had  embraced  Popery  from  felf-i»» 
tereftcd  motives.  As  this  point  is  of  very  littte 
confequence,  few  perfons,  I  believe,  will  think 
it  worth  their  while  to  go  to  the  Wido^v's  to 
fatisfy  their  curiofityj  fince  it  appears,  thatj 
whatever  realbns  Mr.  Arnold  had  for  embracing 
Popery,  he  had  infinitely  ftronger  ones  for  re* 
riouncing  it.  However,  it  ought  to  be  noted 
by  the  way,  that  this  very  Letter,  even  as  it 
ftands  moulded  into  its  prefent  form  by  fome 
Popifli  hand,  may  well  bear  a  more  favorable 
cbnftrudtion,  efpecially  when  the  Public  is  in* 
formed,  that  this  fame  Female  Linen-drapef, 
as  well  as  her  whole  Family,  being  mod  zealous 
Catholics,  and  far  more  felicitous  to  promote 
the  caufe  of  Popery  than  to  vend  their  Linen, 
had  been  fet  up  in  this  bufinefs,  and  were  fup-i 
ported  by  the  Popifh  Party,  in  order  to  aflift  in 
gaining  Profel3rtes,  for  which,  it  feems,  thejr 
had  more  than  ordinary  talents ;  moreover,  thsUE 
one  of  this  woman's  daughters,  who  had  be^n 
educated  a  Protcftant,  was  fent  abroad,  at  the 
expence  of  the  faid  Party,  to  be  brought  up  in 
a  Nunnery  *,  where  (he  was  fo  well  converted 
herfelf,  as,  on  her  return  home,  to  be  very 
inftrumental  in  converting  others ;  that  it  waJ 
at  the  inftigation  of  thefe  Gentry,  who  had 
been  fet  on  by  their  Priefts,  that  Mr.  Arnold, 
to  whom  they  profeffcd  the  higheft  friendfliip, 
was  perfuaded  to  go  to  Paris,  and,  on  his  rc- 

•  See  Letter  XXXEL 

turn. 
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turn,  to  remove  his  dwelling,  contrary  to  his 
own  intereft  and  inclination,  to  that  part  of  the 
Town  where  they  refided,  on  the  ftrength  of 
the  mighty  promlfes  they  made  him^  of  pro^ 
curing  ieveral  valuable  cufk)mers  among  the 
Faithful.  Since  his  fivelihood  dierefore  je^ 
pended  on  taking  this  ftep,  could  any  thingibe 
more  natural  or  reaibnable,  than  to  defire  to 
knowi  on  what  foundation  theft  promifes  were 
built,  diat  he  might  not  lofe  a  certainty  for  aii 
uncertainty  ?  This  is  the  purpoirt  of  that  letter, 
which  is  now  fo  bafely  expofed ;  for,  as  tcMr^ 
Arnold's  Religion^  this  pdnt  had  been  already 
fettled,  as  will  appear  ifrom  other  preceding 
letters  fent  to  the  lame  l^emate  Miflionary;  but 
all  thefe  are  carefully  concealed,  with  the  fame 
malicious  intent  as  the  other  is  now  expofed. 
I  have  dwelt  more  minutely  on  this  particular 
dian  the  fubjeft  may  feem  to  deferve,  as  it 
(hews  the  great  charity  of  Papifts,  with  whom 
it  is  a  conftant  rule  to  give  out,  that  no  one  ever 
Jeaves  their  Churdi,  on  conviction,  but  always 
on  temporal  motives. 

Having  fettled  thefe  p^iminaries,  my  next 
fiiall  be  wholly  dedicated  to  F^cr  H — n  and 
his  worthy  Aflbciates,  who&  pard6n  I  crave 
for  having  made  them  wait  fo  long,  and  aiTure 
Aeir  Reverences,  that  I  (hall  endeavour  to  do 
theni  all  the  juflice  their  cafe  will  admit  of.  I 
am,  &c. 


LET- 
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SIR, 

I  Shall  now  come  to  the  main  charge,  whtdi 
hM  io  grtevoufly  fcandalized  our  pious  Mif- 
iionitries.  But  ben^re  we  condemn  their  cod- 
duA,  let  us  hear  what  they  offer  in  their  own 
findication,  and  to  invalidate  Mr.  Arnold's  evi« 
dence.  <<  It  appears,  (fay  the  Jefuits,  alwavs 
ipeakiog  in  the  firft  peribn)  that  two  of  tae 
Priefts  had  heen  ^plied  to>  in  Confeflion,  liy 
yourfelf,  ivhicb^  ojcourfe^  mufl  make  them  vary 
referved  about  ymr  cbaraSler  \  the  other,  agaioA 
whom  your  w^ath  feems  to  burn  with  greattft 
indignation,  had  been  applied  to,  by  your  Ap- 
prentice. Now  it  ought  to  be  noted,  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  Confefarius  to  give  his  Penitnt 
certain  rules  for  his  conduct,  which^  belid^ 
.  their  being  di&gi!eeable  to  fleHi  and  bloody  may 
poflibly  hapipea  to  crofs  the  inclinations^  and 
provoke  the  refentment  of  a  third  perfon,  who 
may  be  fo  wicked  as  to  utter  his  revenge,  by 
flander  or  other  means*  In  fuch  cafes  as  theie, 
the  circumflances  of  a  Confei&rius  are  veiy 
hard ;  for  he  may  not  defift  repeating  the  fame 
good  advice,  fo  long  as  die  date  of  his  Penitent 
.requires  it ;  neither  muft  he  clear  himfelf  of 
the  dander,  fy  hrfing  open  the  fcene  of  iniqvitfy 
vHcb  has  hem  the  original  occajion  of  it ;  becauje, 
"whatever  knowlege  he  has  acquired  by  his  Peni^ 
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tent's  confejfion^  he  is  bound  to  keep  inviolably  fe- 
cret,  tbo  his  reputation  or  life  be  at  ftahy 

Befofe  i  bring  this  arfonifhing  Aneidote  to 
the  teft,  it  may  not  be  amifs  juft  to  take  notice, 
of  what  dangerous  confequence,  this  Popifli 
'Principle  of  keeping  whatever  is  revealed   in 
.  ConfeiSiony   as  an  inviolable  fecrety  may  be, 
not  only  to  private  Perfons,  but  even  to  whole 
Nations.     From  this  very  principle  it  was,  that 
-  the  horrid  combinations  of  the  Gun-powder  Pkf 
.  were  Co  religioufly  concealed,  that,  had  not  the 
'  hand  of  Providence  interpofed  in  an  extraordi- 
nary manner,   the  King  and  Parliament  had 
•  periflied  at  one  blow.     Howtfver,  the  feal  of 
Confeflion,  as  fagred  a  thing  as  it  is  with  thefe 
icrupulous    Gentlemen,    may,   it    ieems,   be 
broken,  when  a  turn  is  to  be  ferved.     For  tbo' 
Confeflbrs  may  not  difcover  what  is  thus  re- 
vealed to  them,  in  an  open  Court,  yet  there  is 
good  reafon  to  believe,  that  they  make  it  very 
fcrviceable  to  their  own  ends,  by  telling  it  tso 
one  another;  and  becoming,  by  this  means,' 
matters  of  every  man's  fecrets^  are  the  better 
enabled  to  carry  on  their  intrigues  j  nay  more, 
that,  on  fbme  occafions,  they  adualiy  give  fuch 
public  intimations  of  their  discoveries  this  way, 
that  any  one  may  know  the  fecret,  as  well  as 
tfaemfelves.     You  can  fcarce  defire  a  more  fla- 
jgrant  proof  of  diis  than  the  inftince  now  before 
us,  wherein  thefe  very  Confeffors,  who  talk  fo 
much  of  inviolable  fecrecy,  lay  open  the  dark 
.&ene  of  iniquity,    in  order  to  clear  up  their 
dvm  character,  tho'  it  may  blaft  for  ever  that  of 

ft  third 
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A  third  peribn.  ^For»  I  think,  the  paOSrge 
above-quoted,  intimates  plainly  enough,  t]^ 
the  Apprentice  did  not  reveal  to  his  Mafter  the 
abominable  practices  of  his  Diredor,  but  to  his 
Director  thofe  of  his  Maifter  j  and  confequently 
that  the  Accufer  himfelf  flands  charged  v^th 
the  crime  he  imputes  to  another.  This  fecret, 
I  lay,  is  now  divulged  by  them,  notv^ithfland- 
ing  it  appears  from  their  own  account,  that  the 
knowlege  of  it  was  acquired  in  confefTion.  The 
fame  thing  is  afterwards  repeated,  in  terms  ib 
explicit,  that  their  meaning  cannot  poflibly  be 
miftaken  \  nay,  'tis  farther  infinuated,  that  the 
Mafter,  not  content  with  having  perpetrated 
the  horrid  crime  himfelf,  was  fuch  a  monfter 
as  to  compel  his  Apprentice  to  lay  it  to  the  in- 
nocent Dire&or's  charge. 

^'  How,  fays  the  advocate  of  this  Holy  Man, 
came  you  to  the  knowlege  of  this  abominable  • 
affair  ?  Why,  with  repeated  entreaties  and  com-^ 
mandsy  you  prevailed  on  your  Apprentice  to  tell 
you  ib.  For  once.  Sir,  1  will  take  your  word. 
Yet  I  mufl  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  there  are 
two  material  points  neceffary  to  be  cleared  up, 
without  which  his  evidence  ou^^ht  not  to  be 
admitted.  In  the  firil  place,  did  he  acknow- 
kge  tiiis  freely^  without  compuliion,  or  other 
undue  influence,  to  make  him  deviate  from  the 
truth  r  Secondly,  what  is  his  moral  character  ? 
Is  it  fucli  as  may  juftly  entitle  him  to  gain  be- 
lief^  in  a  matter  of  fuch  importance  ?  Ail  that 
you  iky,  relating  to  the  firA:  point,  is,  that  yaa 
prevailed  on  him  bv  entreaties  ajid  comjnandu 

'  Aa  bar 
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but  how  thefe  commands  were  enforced  you  teM 
us  riot.  An  Apprentice  is  much  in  the  power 
of  a  dcfigning,  over-bearing  Mafter  :  by  fevere 
ufagCy  and  threats  ofivorfe^  be  may  be  compelled 

'  to  deviate  from  the  truths  efpecially  when^  wltih> 
Wt  fucb  deviatiofiy  he  fees  no  prbfpeB  of  relief, 
I  might  infiil:  on  your  making  it  out,  that  this 
was  not  the  cafe  s  and  I  have  my  particular 
reafons  for  it." 

Tho'  fomething  very  myfterious  fecms  to  be 
couched  under  the  particular  reafons  here  hint« 
ed  at>  it  may  be  eaiily  perceived,  what  is  m^ 
tended  by  them,  and  that  the  fecret,  fuppofing 
it  to  have  any  foundation,  has  tranfpired  from, 
the  ConfefHonaL  But  whatever  be ,  meant 
by  all  thefe  dark  inuendos,  it  is  clear  enough 
upon  the  whole,  that,  tho'  any  Mafter,  of 
common  honefty,  may  well  be  fuppofed  capa- 

•  ble  of  treating  his  Apprentice  with  feverity,  in 
order  to  put  a  flop  to  the  infernal  commerce  he 
Was  carrying  on  with  another ;  it  exceeds  the 
bounds  of  all  credibility  to  fuppofe,  that  any 
one  living  fhould  be  fo  infatuated,  as  to  treat 
him  in  this  manner,  were  he  confcious  to  him- 
felf  of  having  held  the  fame  kind  of  commerce 
with  him.  This  iingle  circumftance,  I  appre- 
hend, fufficiently  acquits  Mr.  Arnold  of  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  guilt,  with  regard  to  the  latter 
charge  5  and  as  to  the  former,  fuppofing  he 
ufcd  any  violent  means  to  compel  his  Appren- 
tice to  raife  a  falfe  accufation  againft  another, 
with  what  face  can  the  Jefuits  pretend,  that 
one,  fo  unjuftly  treated,  faw  no  profpecl  of  re* 

lief; 


yejuitical  Effrontery  etcpcfed.  355 

li&f ;  when  it  was  fo  notorious,  that  he  had  not 
6nly  his  own  Direftor,  but  even  B — e,  the* 

NunciOy  and  Lady  W herlelt,  to  make  his 

complaints  to  ?  Befides  a  certain  profpedt  of  re- 
lief from  every  one  of  thefe  quarters,  I  may 
vehture  to  affirm,  that  the  moft  indifferent 
perfons,  on  hearing  fuch  a  tale  from  a  poor 
innocent  country  boy,  would  naturally  take 
the  injured  fufferer's  part,  and  unite  their  en- 
deavours to  expofe  the  aggreflbr. 

As  thefe  captious  Gentlemen  fo  pertly  de- 
mand, how  Mr.  Arnold  came  to  the  knowlege 
of  this  filthy  affair,  'tis  fomewhat .  furpriiing^ 
that  they  did  not  alfo  demand,  how  he  came 
to  aik  his  apprentice  any  queflion  at  all.  This 
material  circumflance,  which  is  fo  carefully 
pafTed  over  by  them,  Mr.  Arnold  has  accounted 
for^  in  a  very  iimple  and  rational  manner.  The 
boy,  it  feems,  on  returning  home,  after  the 
firft  perpetration  ^of  the  crime,  from  his  pious 
Director  s  Lodgings,  where  he  had  been  either 
to  make  his  Confefjioriy  or  to  learn  his  Catecbifm^ 
not  only  expreifed,  in  his  countenance,  that 
uneafmefs  and  dejedion  of  mind,  which  young 
Sinners,  far  inferior  to  the  prefent,  are  gene- 
rally afFeftcd  with,  but  even  complained  of 
the  bodily  diforder  refulting  from  the  unnatural 
violence  he  had  fuffercd.  The  Mailer,  obferv- 
ing  fo  ftrange  an  alteration  in  him,  Was  prompt- 
ed by  curiofity  as  well  as  humanity,  to  enquire 
into  the  caufe,  which,  (tho*  (liame  and  fear 
concealed  it  for  a  while)  was,  by  his  repeated 
entreaties  and  commands,  at  length  diicovered*  . 

Aa  2  MxMjtf^ 
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Mr.  Arnold  was  fo  far  from  having  anv  fufpU 
don,  or  the  leaft  idea  of  a  crime,  whidi  never 
tntered  mto  an  honeft  mind,  that  hei  would 
have  been  fatisfied  with  any  other  ftory  die  boy 
had  thought  proper  to  tell  him ;  nor  can  any 
feafon  be  ailigned,  why  the  latter  expreilMl 
more  {hame  on  this  occafion  than  he  did  after* 
Wards,  but  that  he  Was  not  yet  tcxally  aban- 
doned. 

The  Jefuits,  like  drowning  men,  who  catch 
at  the  fmalieft  twig  to  fave  themfelves,  have 
krtfuUy  inferred  from  the  word,    Qmmands^ 
which  Mr.  Arnold  makes  ufe  of,  that  ^e  boy 
did  not  confefs  freely,  and  confequendy  was 
compelled  to  it,  by  undue  means.     Now  iho' 
It  can  fcarce  be  fuppofed^  that  even  a  N&n^ 
hot  loft  to  fhame,  and  much  lefs  one  of  fo  ten- 
der an  age,  would  immediately  confefs  fo  abo- 
minable a  crime,  which  NiEiture  itfelf,  corrupt 
as  it  is,  (hudders  at  the  very  thought  of;  yat  it 
evidently  appears,  that  the  confeflion,  though 
made  with  reludlance,  was  a  voluntary  ad,  and 
not  extorted  by  any  other  influence  than  what 
every  Mafter  olight  and  has  a  right  to  make 
ufe  of,  in  cafes  of  much  le(s  ruinous  confer 
quence  than  the  prefent.     Mr.  Arnold,  it  is 
true,  did  afterwards  treat  his  Apprentice  v(^th 
fcvcrity;  but  this  was  hot  to  difcover  the  truth, 
which  he  knew  already  too  well,  nor  to  make 
him  deviate  from  it,  but  to  chaftife  the  wicked 
attempts  on   himfelf,    which  the   abandoned 
Mifcrcant  of  a  Direftor  had  inftru(9:ed  the  boy 
•  to  make,  in  order  to  fcreen  his  own  guilt. 
■  •  Having 
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Having  thus  cleared  up  the  firfl:  materisA 
point,  as  &r  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  ad* 
mit)  and  indeed  as  far  as  can  be  reafonably  ez- 
pefted,  where  no  legal  proof  appears  on  either 
fide,  let  us  proceed  to  the  Boy's  moral  charac- 
ter, "  for  whidi,  fays  the  advocate  of  this 
goodly  Diredor,  I  appeal  to  yourfelf.  You 
reprefent  him  as  being  audacioufly  and  aban- 
donedly  wicked.  You  think  him  capable  of 
being  fuborned  to  fwear  your  life  away.  Ex- 
cufe  me,  Sir,  if  I  cannot  help  telling  you,  that 
there  appears  ibmething  ^ry  fufpicious  in  thcfe 
cxpremons.*' 

We  have  here  another  inuendo,  which 
amovnts  to  little  lefs  than  a  downright  accuia- 
tion.  This  may  ferve  to  confirm  the  truth  lof 
my  former  remark,  how  apt  the  Jefuits  are  to 
catch  at  every  word  they  can  make  the  lead 
handle  of,  and  with  what  dexterity  they  turn 
their  antagonift's  weapons  againll:  himfelf.  The 
Boy*s  moral  chara<3;er  is  allowed  to  be  a  very 
bad  one  ;  but  is  this  any  advantage  to  that  of 
H — n  ?  On  the  contrary,  may  it  not  be  replied, 
that  the  amazing  depravity  of  the  former  was 
entirely  owing  to  the  precepts  and  example  of 
the  latter  $  and  that  the  Boy  is  not  charged  witlt 
being  audacioufly  and  abandonedly  wicked,  till 
after  the  repeated  leiibns  of  his  Spiritual  Direc- 
tor ?  It  appears  that  this  holy  man,  among 
other  artifices  to  eradicate  from  the  mind  of  his 
Pupil  that  fenfe  of  fliame  and  remorfe  he  at 
firft  exprefled,  had  promifed  to  protedt  him 
againfl  all  oppofition,  to  give  him  fine  cioaths, 

Aa  3  a^watcby^ 
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a  watch,  &c.  upon  which  encouragement,  the 
boy  grew  totally  regardlefs  of  his  Mafter's  re- 
monftrances  and  correftidns :  the  whole  family 
were  perpetually  complaining,  that  his  beha- 
viour was  fo,  diforderly  and  impudent,  as  to  be 
paft  all  bearing.     To  infift  therefore,  that  the 
veracity  of  the  charge  depends  on  his  moral 
charafter,  and  becaufc  he  grew  fo  hardened  in 
vice,  that  the  whole  charge  ought  to  be  looked 
Upon  as  groundlefs,  is  juft  faying  of  nothing  : 
iince  every  one  knows,    that  fuch  works  of 
darknefs  can  fcarce  ever  be  brought  to  light, 
but  by  the  confeilion  of  one  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned J  and  tho'  the  Accufer,  in  thefe  cafes,  is  ' 
oiten  as  infamous  as  the  Accufed,  yet  the  Law 
admits  his  evidehce,  as  the  only  means  of  bring- 
ing fuch  villainies  to  juftice. 

To  bring  the  point  to  a  fliort  iflue^  it  is  ac- 
knowleged  by  the  Jefuits  themfelves,  that  the 
Apprentice  did  once  accufe  his  fpiritual  Direc- 
tor, in  the  manner  reprefented  by  Mr.  Arnold ; 
*  and  how  he  was  induced  to  make  io  open  a 
confefiion  of  the  hellifh  intrigue,  has  been  fuf- 
ficiently  accounted  for.     If  he  now  tells  a  dif- 
ferent ftory,  there  is  infinitely  more  reafbn  to 
fufped:  undue  influence  from  fuch  an  Inftruftor 
and  his  Accomplices,    to  mqike  him   deviate 
from   the  truth,  than  in  the  former  cafe.     He 
has  been  long  enough  in  their  hands  to  have 
learned  bib  Icflbn  thoroughly.  They  have  made 
bim  fo  entirely  their  own,  as  to  be  in  no  ap- 
preheiifion  of  danger  from  him  ;  and,  as  to  the 
Accuicr,  they  have  Perjury  and  Subornation  in 

ftore. 
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ftore,  which  with  them  are  deemed  very  lawr  , 
ful  expedients  to  fiiencc  any  one  who  hsui 
brought  a  llur  on  the  Society.  How  pleafant 
is  it  to  hear  Jefuits  declaiming  fo  pathetically 
about  Chriftian  Charity  and  Juftice,  when  their 
doilrine  on  thefc  heads  is  fo  well  known  ! 

There  is  one  remarkable  circumftance,  re- 
lating to  this  afFair,  which  ought  not  to  be 
omitted,  as  it  may  ferve  to  throw  Ibme  light 
on  the  prefent  fubjedl,  and  to  fhew  what  Ibrt 
of  people  Mr.  Arnold  w^s  got  among  The 
boy,  when  he  firft  took  him  apprentice,  was 
reprefented  by  the  Junto,  as  a  poor,  artlefs,  in- 
nocent creature,  juft  brought  up  out  of  the 
country  ^  but  his  new  Mafter  foon  difcovered, 
to  his  great  aftonifhment,  that  he  had  lived, 
for  a  confiderable  time,  in  a  place  of  ill  fame 
in  To\yn,  which  thole  who  recommended  him, 
were  no  ftrangers  to,  but  had  their  particular 
reajbns^  no  doubt,  for  keeping  it  a  profound 
fecret;  tho'  now  it  has  been  judged  expedient 
to  own  ir,  for  which,  as  will  loon  app^^ar  fiom 
the  I'cquel,  they  had  their  particular  reafons 
alfo.  It  will  fcarce  be  doubted,  ihat  Inach  a 
place  conduced  not  a  little  to  corrupt  the  morals 
of  a  boy,  who,  as  I  have  heard  trom  feveral 
perfons  who  knew  him,  had  naturally  a  larger 
ftock  of  impudence  than  ufual  to  one  of  his  age. 
Certain  it  is,  that,  had  Mr  Arnold  been  up- 
prized  of  the  charatler  of  tlie  pecjp.c,  trom 
whole  houle  he  was  lo  clandcftinciy  lemoveci, 
and  which  Lady  W — ,  no  Icib  than  her  i-'iicfts, 
xvas  \ve'll  acquainted  with,  he  wpuld  not  havc^ 
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taken  hitn  on  any  account.  In  fhort,  he  was 
extremely  ill  ufed  in  this  affair  by  the  whole 
party,  fronl  the  very  beginning ;  and  tho',  after 
his  difcovery  of  H — n's  abominable  intrigue, 
and  the  wicked  plot  againft  himieif,  he  was 
too  confcious  of  his  own  innocence^  to  apbrea* 
htpd  any  thing  from  the  Boy. alone;  yet  con- 
£dering  the  Inftru£fcor  who  had  ib  much  infla-* 
eoce  over  him,  together  with  the  iniamous  be-* 
haviour  of  his  own  Diredtory  and  that  of  another 
reputed  Saint  of  the  fame  Order,  he  had  fuffi* 
cient  reafon  to  dread  every  thing.  You  cannot^ 
I  prefume,  have  forgot  a  late  inilance  of  a  falfe 
accuiation  of  this  nature^  which,  from  every 
circumflance,  appears  to  have  been  a  villainous 
combination  of  the  emiflaries  of  Rome  againft 
ap  innocent  perfon,  who  had  inade  it  his  buii- 
nefs^  to  expofe  their  Religion. 

You  may  judge,  from  what  has  been  faid, 
how  little  the  two  material  points,  fo  much  in- 
fifted  on,  invalidate  the  charge  brought  againfl: 
Father  H — n,  over  whofe  conduft  his  brethren 
now  endeavour  to  throw  fuch  a  veil  of  fanSity. 
But  that  this  virtuous  Director  may  have  no 
room  to  complain  of  our  havino^  omitted  any 
thing  which  has  been  ofiered  in  his  defence,  I 
/hall  proceed,  in  my  next,  to  the  examination 
of  certain  fa<5ts,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  his 
Apologias,  totally  difperfe  the  black  cloud, 
which  has  fo  long  hung  over  him.    I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER        XXVI. 

SIR, 

HAVING  given  my  fentiments,  in  die 
jH-eceding  letter,  on  the  two  materiat 
pointSi  and  fhewn  their  infignificancy,  let  us 
proceed  to  fads,  which  perhaps  may  fet  the 
condud  of  H — n  in  a  more  favorable  light* 
^^  You  reprefent  him,  fays  his  Advocate,  as  aa 
artful  Hypocrite,  who  had  the  addreis  to  con*-^ 
ceal,  under  the  cloak  of  j&n£tity,  the  greateft 
wickednefs,  for  many  years  together!^  TTis  here 
to  be  noted,  by  the  way,  that  theie  laft  words 
in  Italics,  the  deiigh  of  which  is  to  {hew  the 
improbability  of  any  man,  tho'  ever  fo  crafty, 
being  able  to  conceal  his  vices  for  fo  long  a 
ipace  of  time,  are  artfully  foifted  in ;  for,  as  to 
Mr.  Arnold's  account,  it  does  not  mention, 
whether  his  hypocrify,  as  to  dus  particular, 
had  been  of  long  or  (hort  duration.  But  to 
come  to  his  irreproachable  character.  ^<  This 
Priefl,  condnues  the  Apologift,  has  been,  and 
ftill  is,  intimately  converfant  with  men  oi great 
Jagacity  and  Jlrih  virtue,  who  have  been  daily" 
eye-witnefles  of  his  conduct,  through  a  feries 
of  years,  without  ever  detefting,  or  even  fuf- 
pedjng  him  of  any  immorality.  Befides,  even 
at  the  time,  when,  as  you  pretend,  he  perpe- 
trated thofe  abominations,  diat  is,  whenever 
your  apprentice  went  to  him  for  inftru(flion  or 
confcffion,  the  very  circumflance  of  the  place 

they 
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they  were  in,  is  fufficient  to  exclude  all  fuipi- 
cioa  of  iniquity.  For,  upon  enquiry,  Ifind, 
that  it  was  always  in  a  Chamber,  the  door  of 
which  was  never  locked,  where  perlbns  were 
often  paffing  by,  and  every  one  at  liberty  to. 
enter  it,  if  they  pleafed.  Surely  H — n,  whom 
you  have  complimented  with  fb  confummate 
a  degree  of  craft,  muft  have  been  out  of  his 
ienfes,  to  have  thought  of  committing  fuch 
wprks  of  darknefs,  in  fuch  an  open  place. 
H- — h  has  therefore  an  undoubted  right  to  re- 
main in  pofleffion  of  the  charafter  he  has  ac- 
quired, and  fo  long  maintained." 

Whatever  vulgar  Proteftants,  who  know  no- 
thing of  the  nature  of  auricular  Confeflion  and 
the  tricks  of  Confeflbrs,  may  think  of  this  apo- 
logy, there  are  few  Papifts,  I  am  convinced, 
who  will  not.  look  on  it  as  a  very  forry  one. 
And  pray,  Sir,  who  are  thefe  Gentlemen  of 
fuch  great  fagacity  and  ftridl  virtue,  who  had 
been  fo  long  eye-witnefles  of  good  Father 
H — n's  conduft  ?  Either  thofe  of  his  own 
cloth,  or  fuch  as  were  wholly  under  their  in-*- 
fluence ;  neither  of  whom,  it  is  certain,  would 
divulge  any  thing  which  might  bring  a  flur  on 
the  Lord's  anointed.  Is  it  not  an  eftablifhed  • 
maxim  with  the  Jefuits,  whofe  honor  is  fo 
nearly  connedled  with  that  of  this  holy  man, 
to  make  no  diftinftion  between  a  falfe  accufer, 
and  one  who  lays  real  crimes  to  their  charge^ 
which  are  not  publicly  known  ?  In  both  cales, 
the  efFedls  of  their  vengeance  are  the  fame. 
Tis  often  fatal  to  have  it  in  one's  power  to  di- 

.  vulge 


yejuitical  EffrMtery  expofed.  36* 

vulgc  any  of  their  fecrets.  Can  it  be  fuppofed, 
that  men  of  fuch  principles  would  be  fo  fimplc; 
as  to  expofe  one  of  their  own  party,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  cleareft  proofs  of  his  guilt  ?  He 
that  can  believe  this,  muft  know  very  little  of 
Jefuitilm. 

But  *not  'to  dwell  on  points  of  doftrine,  I 
appeal,  fays  the  Apologift,  to  fafts.     Surely  a 
Chamber,  with  the  door  never  locked,  people 
continually  pafling  by  it,    and  the  liberty  of 
every  one  entering  that  pleafed,  arc  circum- 
ftances  that  plead  very  ftrongly  in  H— n  s  favor* 
Some  perhaps  may  think  fo  ;  but  every  one  oi 
the  leaft  dilcernment,  I  am  afraid,  will  be  of 
a  different  opinion.     For  my  own  part,  allow- 
ing every  one  of  thefe  fafts  to  be  indi(putablc, 
yet  fuch  kind  of  proof  appears  to  me  too  futil  to 
merit  the  leaft  attention.  The  point  in  queftion, 
is  not  about  the  fanity  of  H — n's  head,  but 
that  of  his  heart.     How  eafy  is  it  for  a  crafty 
hypocrite,  who  meets  with  a  fuitable  objedt,  to 
rind  a  convenient  time  and  place,  to  gratify  his 
depraved  inclinations  I    But  the  truth  is,  not- 
withftanding  the  Apologift  pretends   to  have 
made  fo  ftrict  an  enquiry  into  thofe  circum- 
ftpces,  which,  according  to  him,  exclude  all 
fulpicion  of  iniquity,  he  cannot  but  know,  if 
he  knows  any  thing  of  H — n  or  his  apartments, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  conveniently  fitu- 
ated  than  his  ConfeJJional  Chamber^  to  make  what 
ufe  of  it  he  plcaled.     The  cafe,  in  (liort,  ftands 
thus  :  The  whole  Houfe  is  rented  by  Cb-ndl^r^, 
the  Titular  Bifliop,  and  occupied  as  foUowsrfv 
S  The 
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The  ground  flow  ^as  a  certain- Widow  in  it, 
who  keeps  up  the  appearance  of  z,  fhpp,  in  or^ 
der  to  prevent  fufpicions  in  the  neighbourhocxi, 
and  to  make  them  believe,  that  thofelieho  fre^ 
quent  her  (hop»  come  thither  purely  to  purchafe 
books,  and  not  to  confult  with  Popifh  Priefb. 
The  firft  Floor  is  occupied .  by  none  but  his 
Lordfhip,    the   fecond    by  none  but  Father 
|I^n;    who  are,    or  were  at  leaft  till  very 
lately,  all  the  people  dwelling  in  that  Houfe. 
What   paffengers  then  could  be  paffing  by 
H— n's  chamber,  up  two  pair  of  flairs,  in  an 
houfe  fo  circutfiftanced,  except  fuch  as  the*  in- 
habitants of  the  houfe  pleafed  ?  Moreover,  I 
am  aiTurcd  by  feveral  perfons,  who  have  con- 
feiled  in  the  fame  chamber,  and  did  not  fuipedt 
Ae  reafon  of  my  enquiry,  that  the  Confeflbr 
always  fhut,  and  even  locked  the  door,  as  cuf- 
■  ternary  on  thefe  occafions,  to  prevent  interrup- 
tions, and  that  no  one  might  hear  or  fee  what 
pafTed  within.    Surely,  I  need  not  inform  thefe 
Spiritual   Directors,     that,    when  a  bufinefs, 
which  requires  fuch  inviolable  fecrecyy  is  going 
forward,  two  Penitents  are  never  admitted  at 
the  fame  time. 

I  readily  agree  with  the  Apologift,  that  every 
man  has  an  undoubted  right  to  remain  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  charadler  he  has  acquired ;  but  I 
think,  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that,  as  amiable 
as  H — n's  charader  is  now  reprefented,  there 
is  fufficient  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  would 
not  be  foiTy  to  have  got  rid  of  it,  long  before 
his  laft  abominable  intrigue  was  divulged.  For, 

if 
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if  his  life  had  been  fo  irreproachable,  as  fab 
brethnen  now  pretend,  what  could  haveia-^ 
duced  Cb-mU^r^  his  Superior,  to  chaflife  him 
for  certain  miCdemeanors  he  had  been  found 
guilty  of,  and  to  tell  him  plainly,  he  wasuxw 
fit  for  a  Confeflbr  ?  I  cannot  learn,  of  what 
nature  thefe  mifdemeanors  were,  but  may  vets* 
ture  to  adirm,  he  was  not  thus  chaftifed,  and 
fo  feverely  reprehended,  either  on  account  <if 
his  great  fagacity,  or  ftridt  virtue.  But  the  Ca* 
tholic  Caufe,  it  feems,  now  requires,  that  he 
Oiould  appear  a  Saint  in  public,  whatever  his 
private  charader  may  have  been,  which  tho6» 
who  are  fo  intimately  acquainted  with  hioB» 
can  be  no  ftrangers  to. 

To  obviate  die  objection  of  fuch  honeft* 
minded  Chfiflians  of  every  denomination,  win 
may  think  it  incredible,  that  any  man,  who 
has  taken  on  him  the  direAion  of  fouls,  ihoald 
be  capable  of  afting  io  fo  infamous  a  manoer 
as  H — n  is  affirmed  to  have  done,  on  account 
of  its  aggravating  circumftances,  and  the  horrid 
profanation  of  Religion  i  it  may  be  neceflary  to 
inform  them,  that  the  crime,  charged  on  him, 
is  not  fo  very  ftrange  and  novel  a  thing,  as  Pa- 
pifts  endeavour  to  infmuate.  There  is,  I  re- 
member, a  chapter  in  Limborch's  Hiftory  of 
the  Inquifilion,  which  treats  of  Soliciting  Con^ 
feJJorSy  that  is,  of  fuch,  who,  having  either 
difoovered,  in  confeffion,  the  frailties  of  their 
Penitents,  or  from  their  own  vicious  inclina- 
tions, tempt  them  to  the  commifllon  of  the 
fame  fins,  and  often  to  ciore  enormous  ones 
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than  thofc  whereof  they  had  accufed  therrf* 
ielves.  The  very  cale  oi  Father  H — n  is  lup- 
poied,  in  the  Papal  Bulls  there  mentioned,  to 
be  no  unfrequent  praftice  with  Spiritual  Direc- 
tors. A  famous  Caluift  *, .  commenting  on 
thcfe  Bulls,  diftinguiflies  between  complete  and 
incomplete  Solicitation.  He  enumerates  fix 
caiibs  of  the  latter  iort,  one  of  which  is  that  of 
aPrieft,  who,  after  having  confeffed  and  ab- 
iblved  a  Boy,,  immediately  carries  him  to  hid 
chamber,  and  there  fblicits  him  to  the  unnata* 
ral  fin  we  h^ve  been  fpeaking  of ;  wjifch,  ih 
thefe  circumftances,  is  reprefented  as  le(s  crimi- 
nal than  if  the  Boy  had  been  folicited  in  the  ad: 
of  Sacramental  Confellion.  Perhaps  Father 
H— n  may  comfort  himfelf  with  this  jefuitical 
diftindtion ;  but  none,  I  believe,  whole  hearts 
arc  not  exceffively  corrupted,  can  perceive  any 
difference  in  the  two  cafes,  fince  the  wicked 
intention  is  the  fame,  and  Religion  equally 
abufed  in  both. 

It  is  added,  as  a  farther  proof  of  H— n's  un- 
fpotted  purity  in  this  particular,  "  that  many 
other  Youths  had  been  entrufled  to  his  direc- 
tion, nay,  even  the  very  Apprentice^  who  has 
occafioned  fo  much  noife,  kng  before  Mr.  Ar^ 
mid  took  him^  without  the  leafl  fufpicion  of  his 
propenlity  to  the  crime  now  charged  on  him.'* 
How  well  does  this  paffage  confirm  an  old  re- 
mark which  has  been  often  made  on  the  Jefu- 
its,  to  wit,  that,  even  when  they  fpeak  truth, 

*  Soufa,  Lib.  x.  c.  34.  §  36. 
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^ds  always  with  fome  iinifter  defign  1  Tlidr 
telling  us  now,  that  a  Boy^  whom  they  at  firft 
reported  to  have  been  jufl  brought  up  out;  of 
the  country,  had  been  long  in  town,  and  undisi^ 
H — h's  direction,  appears  to  be  owing  to  thfc 
fame  honeft  motive,  as  the  lye  they  told  Mr. 
Arnold.  For  once  we  will  fuppofe  this  man  to 
have  been  really  fo  virtuous,  or  at  lead  fo  cau* 
tious,  as  to  have  given  no  fufpicion  of  his  con- 
duct, during  the  previous  direction  of  that  boy ; 
but  how  does  this  clear  it  up,  with  reipeft  to 
the  time  of  the  fame  boy's  aj^renticeihip^ 
which  is  the  fubje<^  of  our  prefent  enquiry? 
As  no  man  is  equally  wicked  at  all  times,  nor 
always  equally  propenfe  to  the  fame  crime,  it 
might  poiBbly  have  fo  happened,  that,  in  the 
former  period,  inclination  as  well  as  opportu- 
nity were  wanting  :  in  the  latter,  both  concur- 
red, and  were  both  indulged  to  the  full,  if  znj 
faith  is'  due  to  Mr.  Arnold's  narrative,  whick 
carries  with  it  as  evident  marks  of  its  vcradtyy 
as  that  of  his  antagonifts  does  of  its  falfhood. 
I  fliall  fay  no  more  on  this  head,  than  that  it 
may  be  gathered  from  fome  intimations  in  the 
former,  which  have  been  fince  fufficiently  con- 
ficmed,  that  the  other  Youths  above-mentioned, 
who  were  committed  to  the  fame  pious  Direc- 
tor's care,  had  been  fo  well  taught  by  him,  as 
to  fall  little  fliort  (fome  of  them  at  leaft)  of 
our  hopeful  Apprentice. 

Perhaps  you  may  think,  the  Jefuits  have 
produced  their  whole  evidence;  but  tlie  flrong- 
eft,  I  affure  you,  is  yet  to  come :    however, 

before 
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Id^otc  we  cxamiae  its  validity,  let  us  hear  what 
thipy.  fay  about  Mr.  Arnold's  conduft,  after  he 
^ad  difqovered  the  fecret,  which  indeed,  were 
it  eyadly  as  they  reprefent  it,  muft.  have  a  veiy 
Q4d  ^ppeaiMice.  ,  *V  I  ih^i  now,  iavs  their 
Speaker,  take  the  liberty  of  bringing  tne  point 
home  to  your  own  condudt,  in  this  pretended 
myftery  pf  iniqui^.  If  you  were  really  per- 
fijaded  that  H— n  taught  your  apprentice  the 
prqiSice  of  A^ch  enormous  crimes,  or  indeed 
fi^  any  crime  at  all,  let  me  afk  you,  why  you 
did  not  immediately  prevent  his  ever  returning 
to  the  fame  Diredor  again  ?  You  fay,  you  did 
att^qipt  it,  but  was  oppofed  by  Lady  W— i. 
Perhaps  you  did  attempt  it,  and  naight  have 
your  private  reafom  for  fo  doing ;  but,  had 
jfour  reafbns  been  the  iame  as  you  now  prer 
^d,  if  I  would  judge  well  of  you,  I  muk 
iuppoie,  that  you  would  have  furmounted  that 
cppoiition.  You  might  and  ought  to  have 
j^one  it.  Nothing  can  juftify  your  conmvance. 
l^ow  I  am  well  informed,  you  fent  the  Youth 
to  the  fame  H — n  for  fpiritual  advice,  for  three 
^ear$  after  the  pretended  difcovery." 

It  ihould  feem  that  this  Paragraph  was  inr 
tended>  noi  fo  much  to  acquit  H-^n,  as  to  ia«- 
volve  the  Accufer  in  his  guilt ;  but  whatever 
its  defign  may  be,  'tis  the  Jefuit's  buiinels  to 
clear  up  the  charai^er  of  the  former,  and  mine 
that  ot  the  latter.  Whetlier  Mr.  Arnold  coa- 
^ived  at  his  apprentice's  dilbrderly  behaviour. 
Of  did  qot  do  every  thing,  which  a  man  in  hif 
fitfiatbft  could  do,  to  put  a  flop  to  it,  and.,to 
•  ;  .  lave 


Jefuitica}  Efrmtiiy  ixpo/ed.        '  \6f^ 

lave  falm  from  roin,  may^  te  judged  from  Ilftf 
own  narrative,  which,  it  cannot  be  reafonablJF 

Ercfumed,  he  would  ever  have  publifhed,  had 
e  been  confcious,  that  it  lay  in  the  power  of 
his  enemies,  and  fuch  enemies  as  Popifh  Priefls 
and  Jcfoits,  to  make  good  their  prefcnt  charge* 
It  cannot  be  denied,  that  he  did  adtually  apply, 
not  only  to  Lady  W — ,  but  to  his  own  Dircc* 
tor,  as  well  as  to  another ;  and  it  plainly  ap* 
pears,  that,  from  every  one  of  theie  quarters^ 
he  met  with  great  oppofition.     ThiSj  we  are 
told,  might  have  been  furmounted.     But  who 
is  it  that  tells  us  fo  ?  The  very  men,  who  did 
their  utmoft  that  it  (hould  not  be  furmounted* 
and  united  their  endeavours  to  fruftrate  his  at* 
tempts.     The  private  reajbns  they  had  for  aft- 
ing  in  this  Grange  manner^    are   now  public 
enough.     They  knew  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  horrid  fecret,  and  might  make  what 
ufe  of  it  he  pleafed,  and,  (which  flill  more 
alarmed  them)   that  the  abominable  intrigue 
had  not  only  got  vent^  but  perhaps  their  own 
wicked  palliations  of  it.  It  was  therefore  judged 
ablblutely  neceflary  to  guard   againft  contin^^ 
gencies,  in  cafe  he  fliould  make  the  thing  more 
public,    which  there  was  too  much  reafon  to 
fear  he  would.    In  this  exigency,  many  fohemes' 
were  propofed,  but  none  thought  (o  proper  to 
ilop  his  mouth,  as  to  render  him  an  accom* 
plice  in  the  crime,  or,  when  they  had  no  hopes 
of  fucceeding  this  way,  to  retort  the  charge  on 
bim.    The  former  expedient  Would,  no  doubt, 
have  proved  m'oft  agreeable  to  them,  iince,  by 
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tliFs  means,  the  affair  would  have  beelfi  Tmncd 
In  oblivion  \  but  as  the  latter  was  now  the  only 
remedy,  they  were  not  without  hopes,  that 
their  Accufer  might  be  intimidated,  were  it 
only  from  a  fenfe  of  fhame,  from  attctopting 
to  dear  himfelf  of  fo  odious  an  afperfion,  which 
carries  with  it  fuch  infamy,  that  few  perfonS, 
iho'  ever  fo  innocent,  are  willing  to  have  their 
names  fo  much  as  mentioned  on  thefc  occa- 
lions. 

From  hence  it  appears,  how  little  reafon  the 
Jcfuits  have  to  demand,  why  Mr.  Arnold  did 
hot  prevent  his.  apprentice  from  ever  returning 
-to  the  fame  Direftor  again.    The  anfwcr  to 
this  queflion  is  very  plain.   In  fpiritual  matters, 
he  had  no  power  over  his  apprentice  j  he  could 
cio  no  more  than  he  did,  that  is,  by  tellirtg  the 
ftory  to  his  own  Direftor,  whom  he  judged 
the  fitteft  perilbn  to  apply  to,  in  this  cafe,  as 
being  a  Spiritual  man  himfelf,    and  intimate 
with  the  fpiritual  Delinquent.     It  would  have 
been  the  eafieft  thing  in  the  world  for  this  man 
to  have  put  a  ftop  to  fuch  vile  practices,  with- 
out making  the  leaft  noife,  agreeable  to  the  in- 
tention of  the  Complainant ;  but  as  he  did  not, 
appfication  was  made  to  Lady  W — ,  who  con- 
fented,  tho*  with  reludance,  to  the  boy*s  re- 
moval.    When  things  flood  thus,  could  any 
thing  be  more  amazing  than  that  H — h  him- 
felf fliould  folicit  this  fame  Lady  to  get  the  boy 
back  again  ?  Would  any  man  living,  who  had 
iiot^fbme  dark  defign  in  view,  have  taken  ftich 
a  ftcp,  when  he  knew  that  fuch  a  crime  had 
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hc^rAv^  }o  his.  charge?  What  odds  could  it 
W  tctfiiim,  whcthqr  the  boy  remained  undef 
Jbiif  dircftion,  or  that  of  any  other  Prieftj 
^nce  the  only  point  was  to  bring  him  up  in 
their ,  Catholic  faith  ?  One  would  think,  he 
ihould)  in  common  prudence,  have  been  the 
laft.  man  on  earth  to  deiire  the  management  of 
this  particular  boy,  were  it  only  out  of  a  re-^ 
gard  to  his  own  reputation.  But  when  he  had 
gained  his  ends,  and  continued  the  fame  de-^ 
teilable  commerce,  whom  could  Mr/ Arnold 
apply  to?  Not  to  Lady  W —  \  for  (Jie  was  noW 
gone  to  Francie.  He  had  none  to  make  his 
complaint  to,  but  Diredors^  and  fuch  Dire<3x)rs 
as  woulfi  hear  nothing  of  the  boy's  fecond  re-^ 
moval  from  H-^n  i  and  indeed  the  afiair  was 
of  fuc|i  a  nature,  and  the  oppofition  fo  ftrong 
OQ  every  fide,  that  he  found  himfelf  terribly 
ciBifaafrwcd.  Eyery  circumflance  carried  with 
k  fuch  a.  glaring. appearance,  not  only  of  cm- 
niyofifer  Ijlui  of  comvmatson^  in  the  whole  par- 
ty,  that  he  muft  havci  loft  the  ufe  of  his 
reaibn  not  to  apprehend  fome  very  foul  play 
carrrying  on« '  Indeed  it  cannot  be  doubted  by 
any  one  of  the  leaft  refiedtion,  that  all  thefe 
ftrange  proceedings,  which,  at  firft  view,  feem 
ib  unaccountable,  had  no  other  end  but  that» 
in  cafe  the  Mailer  fhould  grow  too  clamorous, 
aa  handle  might  be  made  of  his  apprentice  6 
haying  continued  fo  long  under  the  i^me  Di- 
redor»  after  the  difcovery  of  the  abominable 
intrigoe ;  and  this,  we  find,  the  event  has  fully 
verified. 

Bb  2  It 


It  may  (till  be  objedtedi^  |bat,p.^  whajt^'sMr. 
Arnold  found  Wlbatwas  plotting  :9g^n^  jbiip^ 
and  &w  fucb.a  ihare  laid  in  hk  vvay^  liQ>oi(ght 
sot  to  have  remained  a  ixogle  mQmcQtfin  fa 
dangerous  a. fituation.  But^this  obje^ioQiyiU 
kib  ftll  its  force,.  \i^hen  wp  coniider^  th^;^^ 
fi>are  was  laid  by  tbofe»  to  wbom  be  comn^u-* 
nicated  bis.grievitnces,  both  in  and  out  of  con* 
&flion,  who,  inflead  of  affiAing  bim  to  bceak 
througb  it,  employed  their  whole  jeruitical  ar- 
bfice,  to  prevent. bis  efi:ape/  Moreover,,  it 
ought  to  be  recolle^ed,  that  be  Izy  at  the  mcr^ 
cy  of  a  fct  of  nicn,  who,  having  reduced  him 
to  the  mod  difbrei^ul  drcumflances,  hada.par^ 
ticular  view  in  keeping  him  ibp  that  he  mighl 
enter  more,  readily  into  their  mcafures*  If  to 
this  we  add,  that  his  preient  buiineis,  ^,.weU 
as.  future  ejgse^lations,  depended  on  the.Catho«« 
lie  Party  ^.  that  he  was.fiiil  a  jprofeiifid  Catholic 
himfelf,  and  perhaps  fomewhat  fcrupulous  o£ 
bringing  a  reproach  on  his  new  Religion  y  that 
be  could  not  immediately  difcharge  bis  appren- 
tice, without  allegiiig  the  true  cauie^  whidi 
niuft  have  expofed  die  infamous  Diredor,  and 
confequendy  brought  on  himfelf  the  vengeance 
of  his  Brethren,  whofe  implacable  malicp  he 
bad  fuch  flagrant  proofs  of,  in  other  cafb,  and 
h  much  greater  cauie  to  dread  in  this ;  when 
all  thefe  reafons,  with  many  more  which  might 
be  added,  are  weighed,  it  may  be  prefumed» 
that  a  wifer  man  than  Mr.  Arnold,  would,  in ; 
.  hift  fitoation,  have  been  extremely  at  a  lofs  howr 
to  proceed* 
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fJvttf  after  he  wfts'lhflcbcajly  dttefmihe^  to 
gtft  Viid  of  thii  ptofligitc'  dpprcntfcc,   and'  hM 
tiirprcfled  his  rcrchttncnt  fo  warmly  and  opeii- 
\^y  that  die  Diredors  had  iio  f  cafon  to  dottf " 
"Ms  being;  in  camcft,   ftiU  he  met  with  Frei 
difficulties  and  cmbarraffments  from  thofe  whb 
had  phDfnlfcd  to  procure  another  Mafter  for  the 
b6y.    When  he  found  they  ^erc  only  triflirib 
tirith  him,  that  their  dcBgn^  was  to  Ipin  out  the 
time,  as  long  aspoffible,  atid  to  force  him,  scs 
it  were,  to  remain  with  fudi  a  nuifance  in  h!s 
houfe,  he  loft  all  patience,  and  threatened  to 
apply  to  Juftice.    He  even  wrotfe  a  very  fhafp 
letter  to  'Squire  B- — e,  the  Nuncio,   giving 
him. to  underftand,  that  he  had  advifed  with 
in  Attorney  of  his  acquaintance  in  Ae  city, 
arid  would  feck  hiis  rdmedy,  by  couffe  of  Law, 
if  the  boV  was  not  inftantly  taken  away.    This 
prddliibtt-  the  defired  iftffcia.     Let  the  Jefuife 
•mer#orfc--aflctt  as  cbrifldcntly  as  they  pleaftf, 
and  brin^'an  hunJred  Knights  of  the  roft  to 
fwfeat  to  It,  that'Mr.  Arhold  fent  this  boy  to'  the 
iattie  Dinidtor,    for  spiritual  advice,   for  thffec 
3rears  after  the  difcovery ;  the  Public  is  too  well 
apprized  of  their  conduft,  as    •ell  as  his,  t6 
piay  Ae  leaft  regard  to  fuch  teftimonies  j  fihcfc 
it  evidently  appears,  that  he  never  after  con- 
fcntcd  to  the  boy  s  going  near  that  abandohcd 
Wretch,  except  only  when  he  was  to  get  en- 
tirely rid  of  him,  tnat  is,  when  he  niade,  as 
I  obferved  before,  the  inadvertent  promife  to 
their  "Agent,  which  he  immediately  retraced, 
on  refleding,  that  this  was  a  frcfh  fnare  laid 
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for  him.  In  fine,  every  part  of*  hfe  cottdii<5*; 
during  the  whole  interval,  that  Is,  '•  fr6m  the 
firft  difcovery,  to  the  tnomcnt  hcjturricd  th6 
boy  out  of  his  houfe,  fhcws  the  integrity  of 
his  own  heart,  as  plainly  as  it  does  the  falack- 
ncfs  of  theirs. 

To  prove  that  what  they  aflcrt  on  this  head, 
with  relpedl  to  Mr.  Arnold's  connivance,  is  ft 
ynoft  impudent  calumny,  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
mention  the  cxaft  time  the  boy  lived  with  him : 
he  was  bound  apprentice,  the  30th  of  May, 
1754,  and  difcharged,  the  4th  of  June,  1757; 
wmch  makes  three  yevs  and  four  days.     For 
fome  coniiderabic  time  after  his  apprentic^fhrp 
Mr,  Arnold  was  utterlv  ignorant  of  the  criminal 
'commerce  between  him  arid  H — n ;  fo  foon  as 
he  diicovered  it,  he  ufed  all  pofTible  diligence 
to  get  the  boy  removed  from  aim,  whjjch  wras, 
with  fopie  di^cuity^  cffedlcd  i  how  long  their 
feparation  lafted,  he  cannot  juftly  fay,  but  is 
very  fure,  it  was  fo  long  as  the  wicked  Diredlor 
would  fufFer  the  boy  to  ftay  away  from  him  : 
from  Eafter,  1756,  to  the  inftant  ^  his  dif- 
charge,  he  did  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent 
their  coming  together,  wherein  he  fucceieded, 
efpecially  for  the  latter  part  of  the  time^.  tJha' 
he  has  too  much  rcafon  to  fear,  they  had  feve- 
ral  private  meetings  which  he  knows  nothing 
of.     All  this  will  bring  the  three  years  within 
a  very  narrow  compafs.    The  Public,  in  ihort, 
muft  be  convinced,  upon  the  whole,  that,  as 
no  man  could  have  expreffed  more  anxiety,  nor 
taken  greater  p^ns  &an  Mr.  Arnold  did,  tq 
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|mt^r^J3:op  to  fudi  enormous  wickednj^is,  ilq 
Bonewere  more  indefatigable .  than  the  Jefuij^ 
to  encourage  thc.pra^lice  of  it ;  and  that  eveiv 
iubfequent  perpetration  of  the  crime  is  to  be 
charged  to  tiie  hellifh  artifices  of  thcfe  Spiritual 
Diredors,  who  fruftrated  his  honeft  intentions^ 
and.  thus  infamoufly  proflituted  the  facred  nanie 
of  Religion  to  fuch  vile  purpofes. 
.  How  far  the  evidence  hitherto  producedj  has 
cleared  up  the  charadter  of  H — n  and  his  aflb* 
ciates,  muA  be  left  to  the  impartial  reader.  But 
the  Junto,  it  feems/  have  other  kind  of  vouch-* 
.  cr$t  which  perhaps  will  flop  Mr.  Arnold's 
mouth  for  ever :  thefe  ihall  be  fairly  examined 
in  my  next,  and  then  let  every  one  judge  as 
he  pleafes.  I  do  not  intend  to  fay  any  thing 
more  on  thje  prefent  fubjed,  unlefs  the  Jefuits 
infiil  on  farther  explanations,  and  am,  (Sc. 

^         -  fc  .  ■ 

L    E    T    T    E    R       XXVII. 

SIR, 

BESIDES  the  many  dark  inuehdos  and 
fly  iarcafms,  already  taken  notice  of, 
whichare  thrown  out  by  H — n  s  advocates,  to 
render  Mr.  Arnold's  conduA  liable  to  cenfure^i 
\  they  have  taken  a  mod  effedtual  method  to 
VJaft  his  charadsr,  that  is,  by  condemning  him 
out. -of  his  own  mouth.  Mr.  Arnold  informs 
us,  in  his  Motives,  that,  being  overwhelmed 
vyrith  grief  and  horror,  at  the  dilcovery  of  fuch 
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ft  fcene  df  viUain7  ia  oneVhaipffetende^fc:  |0*A 
much  &n6ity,  be  made  his  ofwn  Oonfi^ibl^jalx 
ry  to  the  afiair,  in  hopds  tif  ifai^  puttingifl  (ko^ 
fait,  as  he  might  eafily-bave^ddnie/l;^t that, 
tp  his  inexpt^ible  aibniCbnicnt^ ^b  ifiafl;>'il^ 
highly  eftccmcd  for  his  ftrlS  iirtue,  nxtrie  veiy 
flight  of  die  matter,  'tdtiog  him  coid)iy,  bflkir  its 
might  if  fp^  btittbaty  tfwtfeviltBougbtsrpfiyw 
tis  mind  at  the  time  be  vxn  tempted  to  commit  Vbt{ 
Jm,  be  migbt  as  well  have  committed  h^  ■.  and  mat 
as  guilty  ds  the  other.     This,  we  arc  1»iM,  'looldf  i 
vtry  fujpicious  I  nay  more,  from  hertce^ir^'fefv, 
ftrongly  inixnuated,  that  Mr*  Arnold  accu&d':  * 
himfelf,  in  confcffioni  of  a  propehfity  tcj^th*^ 
very  crime  he  now  charges  on  H-^n  j  to  oon^i 
firm  which,  we  are  referred  to  a  &cond*tbn«* 
feflion  he  acknowleges  to  have  made  to  andthef 
Prieft,*   in  the  abfence  of 'his  own  Diredter^ 
Yiffaerein  hcjromj)! ained  of  his  being  grievoufty 
affiiScdat  afnareheing  laid  In  lis  wayy  to  tempt 
him  to  copt^it  a  moji  enonnous-  Jiui    Surely  no 
human  creature,  except  one  who  has  the  head 
and  heart  of  a  Jcfuit,  could  be  capable  of  put-* 
ting  fuch  a  conftrudtion  on  words  pf  ib  plaii\ 
and  innocent  a  meaning,  and  then  produdjng 
hi?  own  vile  fuppofition  of '  a  thing  wlUch 
might  poflibly  happen,  as  a  proof  of  the  party's 
guilt ! 

The  Junto,  it  fcems,  were  aware,  that  this  : 
charge    of  felf-accufation  would  be  liable  ta 
ibme  objeftion  j  in  order  therefore  to  convi^  «*- 
the  Complainant,  beyond  all  pofiibility  of  re-^>:k 
ply^  his  Qwo  Haad-writing  is  brought  in  |udgi*i^^ 

laent 


tOKsk  agttnft  him.  As  diis  is  a  moft  corMbt 
Aneodoic,  k  may  b«  worth  die  pains  to  Aaftr 
ibdctfe,  as  reprdented  on  both  fidfcs.  v7 

Mr.  Arnold  has  acquainted  die  Public^  thafe^ 
when  he  dti^red  of  feeing  any  flop  put,  b¥ 
means  of  his  own  Dire6h>r,  to  the  widcedneut 
he  had  difcovered)   and  H— n  himfelf>   th^ 
Comipter  of  his  apprenrice,  ga^e  him  no  op» 
portonity  of  remonfbating  againfl  it,  by  word 
of  mouth,  he  conv^ed  his  fentiments  to  him 
in  a  Letter,  wherein  he  reprefented,   in  the 
^rongeft  terms  be  pojjibly  eouUy  the  enormity  of' tie 
crime^  mtbail  its  ^q^avating  circum/iancer^  6cCm 
He  f^rdier  informs  us,  that  this  Letter,  dated 
the  12th  of  September,  1755,  was  carried  to 
that  holy  man's  lodgings,  and  left  there,  by  a* 
friend  who  was  privy  to  the  contents ;  that 
H— •n  never  anfwered,  nor  took  the  lead  no« 
doe  of  it,  till  about  fix  weeks  after,  when  the 
writer  accidentally  met  him,  near  his  lodging^' 
in  Hoibom  \  at  which  dme,  Mr.  Arnold  begin- 
ning to  enter  on  the  fubjed,  he  endeavoured  to* 
turn  off  the  difcourfe  with  feme  evafive  and 
equivocal  expreflions,  fcemed  not  a  little  con« 
founded,   pleaded  great  hafle,    and  abruptly 
withdrew,  without  giving  him  dme  to  make 
any  anfwer.     Befides  all  thefe  circumflances, 
which  have  been  already  related,  in  one  of  my 
former  letters,  I  am  alfo  informed,   on  good 
authority,  that,  previous  to  this  accidental  in- 
terview, as  well'as  afterwards,  Mr.  Arnold  had 
not  only  gone  feveral  times  to  his  lodgings,  in 
order  to  reproach  him  with  his  abominable 
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pra&ices^  but,  as  be  coukl  oevo^ct  the  %hll 
of  him  there,  had  likewife  feot  hun  frequenl 
mefiages  by  fome  of  H*-?n  s  own  Peoitent^ 
and  Mhers  of  his  acquaintance,  to  eirery  one 
of  whom  he  declared,  that  thisLjman  woulii  Jb!9 
the  otter  ruin  of  bis  apprentice.  Thefe  drcum* 
fiances  plead  as  firongly  in  favor  of  Mr.:;Ajrr 
Bcdd's  innocence^  as  they  ferve  to  raiie  a  moil 
violent  prefumption  of  the  other's  guilt :  and  \ 
believe,  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  with  reif>e4^ 
to  the  whole  proceeding  of  the  former,  tb^ 
there  cannot  be  a  (ingle  inilance  produced,  of 
any  man  alive  having  ever  afted  in  this  man^ 
aer,  who  was  conicious  that  fuch  a  crime,  or 
indeed  any  crime  at  all,  could  be  juftly.laid  to 
his  charge. 

Butas  you  have  heard  one  fide  of  the  queftion, 
it  is  but  reafbnable  to  hear  the  other.  '^  This 
wickednefs  of  yours  (fays  the  good  man's  advo- 
cate, fpeaking  to  Mr.  Arnold )  >  was,  as  I  have 
been  pofitively  aflured,  the  fubjedt  of  the  two 
letters  you  wrote  to  H — n.  The  firft,  which 
you  fent  him,  I  hzvt  feen.  It  was  without 
name  or  date,  as  follows  : 

Sir  J  I  know  that  you  kn&w  that  I  know*  Tou 
nay  know  what  you  would  know^  when  I  kimv. 
Sid  propria  qua  maribus.    I  am,  &c. 

"  This  curious  letter  H — n  fliewed  to  me, 
and  to  feveral  others,  fome  time  after  he  received 
it.  For  my  own  part,  not  having  the  leafl 
conception  of  any  lenie  it  could  bear,  I  con- 
cluded it  to  be  the  ravings  of  fome  difordered 
brain.    If  it  does  really  contain  any  myi^rioi^s . 
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.tteaning",  H— -n,  I  fuppofe,  woul^  have  indac 
ftood  it,  had  fae  been  conicious  to.  hinoifblf  41 
any  crime  intimated  in^thefe  dark  ^xpreffion^  ) 
in  which  cafe,  he  would  have  undoubted^ 
fopprefled  it  in  die  profoundeft  filence.  But 
he  was  fb  izx  from  fupprefling  or  concealing  jt» 
thia  he  ihewed  it  openly  to  ieveral  perfons,  ^ 
order  that  they  might  try  to  extraA  ibme  fenfe 
cut  of  it,  which  he  could  not  do.  Let  any  ooe 
now  judge^  whether  fuch  opennefs  be  like  the 
behaviour  of  a  crafty  h]rpocrite,  who  is  artfully 
icovering  the  greateft  wickedneis  under  the  cloak 
of  fandiQr. ,  To  the  fecond  letter,  you  fuhfcribed 
your  name^  and  dated  it  the  1 2th  of  Septem^ 
ber,  17  J5  \  hut  you  did  not  therein  charge  i/i^n 
.  with  any  crime ^  as  you  now  pretend.  On  the  conr 
trary^  you  acknowlfged^  that  yourfelf  was  firug- 
gting  with  certain  temptations ;  that  the  attacks 
were  Jirong^  and  that  nature  ns>as  weak  and  frail. 
Tou  laid. down  in  it  a  diJiinSHon  offm^  and  tbm 
^diwded  it  J  as  a  Surgeon  would  do  afraBure^  into 
limple  and  compound;  feeming  to  confejsy  that 
your  ownjins  were  compound y  and  begging  Hr'^'m 
to  pray  for  you.  1  do  not  pofitively  rtinembtr 
that  I lm)e  icen^  hut  have heenzSvLTcdy  thatjucb 
were  the  contents  of  it }  and  moreover^  that,  when 
H — n  met  you^  in  Holbom^  you  were  capable-  of 

bhfhingr 

This  account,  you  may  perceive,  varies  not 
a  little  in  every  material  circumftance  from  that 
of  Mr.  Arnold.  However,  to  make  fliort  work, 
I  fball  readily  allpw,  that  the  Jefuits  have  been 
pofitively  afiured  of  every  thing  here  aiTerted ; 

and. 


andy  I  prefuflic*  it  requires  nogftat  fig^tf  ^ 
discover,  from  whoth  Acy  received  Adr  tf. 
furances  :  yet,-,a8  pofitive  as  Aey  are^  A)nie 
Igood  Catholics  are  of  opinion,  that  this  ap61^y 
would  have  anfwered  more  tifefui  ptfpoles, 
liad  it  been  haiided  abont  in  private  ^  dlid/^ 
to  Heretics,  I  am  afraid,  they  wili  be  apt  io 
thktk,  that  its  piibiicatbn  only  ferveS  to  fender 
H-Hi'a  infamy  more  conipicQtnis.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  firmly  perfinded',  it  \m  rttinoi 
tik;  holy  man's  charader,  beyond  all  h6p6Si  6f 
Acovcry.  Indeed  thofc  fctv,  (apd"  very  ft^ 
they  are,  God  knows)  who  were  at  fiift  fbmc- 
what  inclined  to  iuQ^end  their  judgnlient,  ate 
now  of  the  very  lame  opinion.  SilriBly,  fey 
■ihey,  die  Jefuits,  with  all  thdf  craft,  ttiim 
have  been  mofl  ftrangely  infatuated  on  this  oc^ 
caficm,  to  offer  fticfa  an  apology  to  the  world, 
•whofe  ifaipidity  is  no  lefs  giariHg  than  its  ef- 
irontcry. 

Lcf  us  fuppofe,  that  the  perfon,  v*ho  hal* 
ibmifhed  us  with  diis  anecdote,  is -ft  friend  of 
H'-^^n,  and  not,  (wfakrh  is*  mofl  pfbbable) 
H-^n  himfelf.  Now  as  to  the  firft  letter,  whe- 
ther genuine  or  counterfeit,  if  he  fo  wd!  re- 
members to  have  firen  it,  as  to  be  able  to  re- 
peat the  contents,  vehat  tolerable  realbn  can  be 
aflignedi  why  he  fhould  not  remember  at  lMft> 
whether  he  had  ever  fcen  the  fecond,  which, 
coming  to  hand  afterwards,  and  the  contents 
being  far  more  finking,  coold  not  fo  eafily 
have  flipt  hi$  memory  f  May  it  not  be  con- 
dudedj  that  the  fame  motive,  which  has  made 

him 


jum  ff^  weU  to  femembpr  the  fight  of  one^  fi^ 
ll^a^iK,. j^im  forgQt  ^at  of  thd  other?  But,  not 
lo.infift  on  tfe^i$>point,  let  me  aik  our  fubtil  Apo« 
Ipg^i  whether  he  thinks,  it  can  enter  into  t&i 
head  of  the  moft  credulous  perfon  living,  that 
Mr.  Af npl4  WQDld  have  publifhed  fuch  an  ac-^ 
count  as  he  i^as,  were  he  confcious  that  fiidi 
a  letter  could  be  brought  in  judgment  againft 
IfWi  h  ^nd  let  mft  sppeal  to  the  comuEion  fenld 
and  experieoce  o£t  mankind,  whether  it  is  cre^- 
dible,  that  an  j  enemy,  ib  grievoufly  provoked^ 
would  not  have  inibntly  prodoeed  fo  incontefb* 
t\l^}fif\.  voucher,  ia  his  own  vindication,  and  to' 
the  everl^Dg-coafbfion  of  his  Accufer  ? 
,  The  copy  of  one  of  Mr.  Arnold's  letters,  dxo 
cpntents  of  w^ich  are  plain  enough,  is  giveix 
us  at  length  13  &e  Reply,  and  the  original,  as 
wsare  inlbrmed,  depoiited  at  the  Widow  Need^ 
kam\  Why  then  ar&  we  not  favored  widi ' 
the  copy  of  this  other  letter,  which  is  of  infi« 
lUtely  more  c^n&quence  towards  clearing  up  ^ 
H— n's  character  ?  And  why,  let  me  -add,  - 
ihould  this  man  of  unfuUied  purity,  make  any  , 
fcruple  of  trufting  the  zealous  Widow  with  ta 
precious  a  depoiit  as  the  original,  to  the  end 
that  every  one,  defirous  of  coming  at  the  truth, 
n>ight  iatisfy  themfelves  of  its  authenticity  ? 
H-— n  indeed,  we  are  told,  took  a  vaft  deal  of ' 
pains  in  (hewing  that  (hort,  myfterious  letter 
aboverquoted.  I  am  willing  to  believe  he  did 
ib,,  bffcaufe  he  might  fafely  do  it,  without  raif- 
ing  the  leaft  fufpicion,  as  to  the  purity  of  hia 
MoraH;  for  if  it  bad  any  meaning,  it  could  be 
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^own  to  none  but  himielf ;  and  no  oile  4V«r 
took  H— n  for  fudi  a  limpleton,  as  v<rfuntaiily 
to  publifli  his  own  in&tny.  Undoubtedly,  &ji9 
his  advocate*  were  be  oonicious  of  anycriofe 
intimated  in  thc^  dark  expreffions,  he  would 
have  iiippreft  them  in  the  profoundeft  lUenctot 
And  why  fo7  What  rilk  did  he  run  in  exposing 
them,  if  his  acquaintance  were  as  ignorant  of 
their  meaning  as  he  himfelf  pretoided  to  be  ? 
,  Was  it  not  in  bis  power  to  put  what«ODftruo< 
timi  he  picaled  on  them,  fuch  as  mi^t  beft 
anfwer  his  purpofe,  when  he  ftmnd  the  honid 
iecret  had  got  vent  ?  When  the  thing  is  feen  in 
this  light,  the  only  true  light  it  can  be  feen  iQ« 
there  will  appear  much  ftronger  reafons  for  his 
Shewing  this  myAerious  Letter  So  publiclyt  than 
,  in  liipprcOing  it }  and,  no  doubt,  it  was  widi 
fl  view  to  what  might  happen,  that  he  took 
fuch  pains  to  fhe^  it }  that  he  then  pleaded 
fuch  ignorance  of  its  meaning,  and  has  now 
given  us  the  cof^,  with  a  comment  of  his  own 
fubjoined}  to  explain  the  myftery  therein  con- 
tained. Is  there  not  to  be  difcorcredat  Icaft  as 
much  cunning,  in  fltewing  ib  openly  an  unin- 
telligible letter,  as  in  concealing  ib  carefully 
another,  wl^ich  any  one  might  underfland^ 
and  at  laft  giving  us  only  a  few  fcraps  of  it  ? 
Does  not  the  crafty  hypocrite  equally  appear 
from  the  opennefs  of  his  behaviour  in  the  one 
cafe,  and  his  great  precaution  in  the  other  ? 
■  The  only  myllery,  which  at  prefent  remaina 
to  be  cleared  up,  is,  why  the  Public  is  not  &- 
vored  with  the  entire  copy  of  this  lall  lener, 
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yefiiitical  Effrontery  exfofed.         )S| 

the  contents  of  which;  as(  &r  as  can  be  judgcfl 
ftoeS  die  fatnple.  Teem  to  anfwer  eveiy  Catholic 
|ydtpo(e.    Several  weighty  realbns  may  be  aC- 
iigned  to  account  for  the  delay.  Mealures  per- 
liaps  have  not  yet  been  taken  for  drawing  up 
the  whole  into  a  proper  form  ;  or,  if  it  be  al*- 
ready  drawn  up,  a  proper  perfbn  may  not  have 
foeM  found,  well  ikilled  in  counterfeiting  the 
hand,  wherein  it  is  to  make  its  appearance ;  or, 
fuppofing  both  thefe  difficulties  furmounted, 
the  prefent  time  may  be  judged  unfeafonable 
for  its  publication.     In  the  interim,  diat  part> 
which  has  hitherto  been  divulged,  may  enable 
us  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  reft.  We  already 
£nd,  that  it  will  not  only  have  the  fame  date 
with  the  real  letter,  but  even  contain  Ionic  of 
the  identical  expreffions  ufed  by  Mr.  Arnold^ 
with  which  thefe  ghoftly  Dii  cdlors  make  them- 
felvea  very  merry.  But  let  them  droll,  as  much 
as  they  pleafe,  ^hovxfmple  and  compound  fim ; 
the  matter  is  too  ierious  to  be  made  a  jeft  of; 
and  what  they  feem  to  laugh  at,  ftrikes  the  reft 
of  mankind  with  horror. 

However,  to  fave  thefe  plotting  Gentlemen 
ithc  needlefs  trouble  of  racking  their  brains  tp 
fo  little  purpofe,  let  me  remind  them,  that 
Mr.  Arnold  has  not  only  the  exaft  copy  of  the 
letter  by  him,  but  can  appeal  to  the  very  ner- 
ibn  ^ho  carried  it,  and  was  privy  to  the  whole 
contents ;  fo  that  what  they  intend  to  (;ivc  the 
world,-  be  it  drawn  up  ever  fo  dextcroiilly,  will 
appear  in  no  other  W^hi  than  th.it  of  a  Jchiitical 
Forgily. '  Let  mc  farther  remind  tlKin,  that 
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i^4         ^^/^^  ^fff^^f^  ^iff^ 
tbey  can  make  no  handle  of  Mt.  AradU*«  fiol 
having  ipedfied  by  name  the  rnmattnl  cnma 
he  charges  on  H<— n.     What  nepeffity  wa« 
there  of  doing  this,  when  H-*-n  kMW  the  oo^ 
cafion  of  writing  that  letter,  as  well  iM  the  wii* 
ter  himfelf,  who,  when  the  hqj  firft  icqwuBf* 
ed  him  widi  the  (hocking  a^r,  ftri^y  enjoiiK* 
ed  him,  whenever  he  chanced  to  fee  tusl^-ec^ 
tor,  to  tell  him,  that  he  {hould  look  on  him 
as  the  greateft  monfter  in  nature?   Thift  me(^ 
iage,  he  is  afliired,  was  delivered  to  him  by 
the  boy,  as  well  as  by  feverd  other  perfonri 
and  to  this  it  is  to  be  imputed,  that  H-^n  (a 
induftriouily  avoided  his  preience,  contrary  to 
the  cuflom  of  other  ipiritual  Diredors  of  v^ 
prentices  and  fervants,  who  frequently  vifitad 
at  their  Mafters'  houfes.    Mr.  Arnold,  indoedi 
when  he  met  this  mifcreanC,  near  his  lodginjgft 
in  Holbom,  wiH  not  pretend  to  deny,  that  he 
might  have  been  capable  of  blulhing :  he  verily 
believes,  he  did  blufh,  and  well  te  mighty  M 
the  fight  of  fuch  a  monfter  in  human  fliapej 
and  the  recollection  of  his  aboiiunable  pradkts. 
But,  if  he  blufhed  on  thatoocafion*  ht  well 
remembers,  that  H— -n  tunned  as  pale  as  a 
Ghoft. 

As  to  what  is  fo  artfully  infinuated,  as  an  m^ 
ftance  of  Mr.  Arnold's  high  opinion  of  H-^^-n's 
fandity,  viz.  that,  in  this  pretended  letter,  he 
requefted  his  prayers,  fince  there  is  fudi  a 
cloud  of  witnelGfes  to  prove,  diat  'twas  impoifi-* 
ble  for  any  man  to  have  a  greater  abhorrence^ 
nor  worfe  conceit  of  aoodier,  than  Mr*  Arnold 
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\a4  ^ly^  vile  hypocrite,  every  one*  who  ha^ 
m4  i^k-BAi'^ve  flttid  the  wretched  reply  mad^dj 
^ritfjm]^,  fi^G\y  bdieve,  that  H — n  was  the 
la^  -maa-.  QQ :  earth,  whom  he  would  have  de- 
fired  Xp  ftzj  for  him.  Popery  had  not  fo  far 
hiiodf^  1m  reafbn,  as  to  make  him  infenfible» 
that  the  prayers  of  the  wicked,  efpecially  of 
thoie  fo  enormoufly  wicked  as  this  man,  are  an 
abcxnination  to  the  Lord. 

I  have  d^^'elt  longer  on  this  incident  than  I 
at'  &r&  propofed,  but  not  longer,  as  I  apprer 
hea4i  t^^ti :  the  importance  of  the  fubjedt  re* 
quirecL  The  fqeae,  it  muft  be  owned,  is  foul 
afid  loathibme  ^  but  'tis  ibmetimes  neceflary, 
and  perhaps  more  fo  at  this  jun£):ure,  coniider-* 
ing  die  licentioulhe^  of  Popifh  PrieAs,  than  in 
any  former  period,  to  expofe  the  foulefl  objeds 
to  public  view,  that  is,  to  lay  open  the  fecret 
vUlaijiies  of  thoile,  who,  not  content  with  make- 
ingPafMlAs  of  .ia(5i  would  make  us  alfo  Liber** 
tinesii .  Mr»  Arnold's. Motives  are  called  ^i&jr 
bj^thci  Jefuks^  and.  too  true  it  is,  that  nothing 
could  be  filthier  than  the  occafion  of  his  pub- 
lifiiing  •  them  i  he.  never  faw  fo  much  filth 
amppg  people  of -any  other  denomination  ;  let 
the  Junto  take  it  to  themfelves ;  he  has  happily 
efeaped  its  contagion,  and  left  the  filth  where 
hefoai(kd  it. 

.  ;'H<WAg  thus  fini(hed  what  relates  to  Mr.  Ar* 
ffol4jf;cafe,  I  (hall,  in  my  next,  take  notice  of 
tfaf)Lj^lail  point  ut^ed  by  H-^n's  advocate ;  the 
^iftwfioA  of  which  will  let,  in  a  fHlI  more 
S!^i9|[  light,  the  dreadful  tendency  cf  Popery, 

C  c  witli 
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with  regar4  to  our  Morals,  no  lefs  tha^our 
civil  and  religious  liberties.     I  am,  ^c. 
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LETTER        XXVIII; 

SIR, 

WHAT  the  Jefuits  offer,  in  the  fequel  of 
their  reply,  is  not  fo  much  in  deience 
of  their  goodly  Brother  H — n,  as  of  their  Holy 
Cadiolic  Church,  and  to  (hew  the  extraor(lii)axy 
c^re  it  takes  to  keep  tlie  iporals  of  its  children 
untainted.  This  point  fliall  be  the  fubje£t  of  ^ 
our  prefent  enquiry. 

'^  To  bring  tl^s  matter  to  a  ihort  iffue^  |  will 
ftippofe  for  once,  fays  our  Jefuit,  that  all  you 
have  faid  againil  thefe  Gentleipen  is  trueu,  .  I 
am  fully  convinced  (hat  ther  whol^  i«  as  falfe  as 
it  is  fcandalpus;  but  for  the  prefent,  I  il^all 
wave  that,  and  allow  you  all  that  you  defire^ 
in  order  that  your  argument  may  lofe  nothing 
of  its  weight.  Thefe  preliminaries  being  thus 
fettled,  here  is  your  argument  in  /hprt  aqd 
plain  terms :  Tou  difcavered  one  Friefi  to  be  ad^ 
diSed  to  an  enormous  crimen  which  was  conni'ved 
aty  or  even  abetted  by  two  others ;  therefore  you 
have  juft  caufe  to  forjake  their  Religion.  But  do 
not  you  fee,  Sir,  that  in  reafoning  thus,  you 
pafs  from  one  thing  to  another,  which  is  en- 
tirely different,  from  the  perfonal  charaSier  of 
the  Prieft,  to  the  truth  of  the  Religion  he  pro- 
it.^^^  ?     If  you  had  concluded,  that,  becaufe 
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you  found  the  Pricft  bad,  therefore  jon  had 
jufl  caule  to  torfake  binij  no  one  would  have 
difputed  the  point  with  you  :  but  to  conclude, 
that  therefore  you  ought  to  forfake  bis  Reli-» 
gioTiy  is  downright  nonfenfe.  Confider  what 
your  reafoning  will  lead  you  to.  It  is  poffible 
you  may  find  three  or  four  wicked  Minifters  in 
the  Proteftant  Church  ;  therefore  you  will  for- 
fake their  Religion.  Among  Chriftians  of  every 
denomination,  you  may  find  wicked  Miniftersj 
therefore  you  will  forfake  the  whole  Chriftian 
Religion.  Can  yoa  help  feeing,  that  this  ar- 
gument will  always  recoil  back  upon  you,  and 
beat  you  about  from  one  thing  to  another,  till 
you  can  find  no  place  to  reft  your  foot  on  ? 
Pray,  tell  me,  is  there  not  a  wide  diflfcrence 
between  the  Man^  and  the  Caufe  in  which  he 
is  engaged  ?  May  not  a  bad  man  be  engaged  in 
a  good  caufe  ?  Was  there  not  a  Judas  among 

theApoftles?" 

As  our  Jefuxt  has  fettled  fome  preliminaries, 
before  he  entered  on  the  mjun  point,  I  fhall 
take  the  fame  method,  before  I  put  his  weighty 
argument  in  the  balance.  He  is  fully  perfuad- 
ed  that  what  has  been  faid  againft  thcfe  Gen- 
tlemen, is  no  Icfs  falfe  than  fcandalous.  It 
may  be,  that  he  is  fo  pcrfuaded,  tho'  it  fcems 
very  improbable.  But  wliat  is  this,  to  the  pur- 
pofe  ?  The  point  in  queftion  is  not,  what  his 
perfuafion  is,  but  what  the  Public  thinks  of  the 
matter.  However,  in  order  to  confound  his 
antagonift,  he  fuppolcs,  the  whole  charj^c  may 
be  true.     But  is  tliis*,  fays  he,  a  juftifi.iblc  mo- 
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■very  points  which  induced  him  to  turnPapift, 
and,  inflead  of  teaching  him  the  prance  of 
thole  virtues,  which  Chriftians  of  every  other 
denomination  think  as-requi(ite  to  fatration  as 
the  moft  orthodox  Paith,  prompting  and  en- 
couraging him  to  fuch  wicked  courfes  as  muft 
have  ended  in  evertafting  ruin,  had  not  his 
Morality  got  the  better  of  his  new  Religion  : 
Such  conduA  in  fpiritual  Directors,  might,  I 
ftpprehend,  juilly  give  any  man  very  unnvora- 
-blc  impreflions  of  their  Church,  and  make  him 
fiifpedt  the  goodnefs  of  the  Tree,  whkh  pro- 
duced fuch  poifonous  fruit. 

But  fuch  conduit:  in  the  emilTaries  of  Rome 
has  nothing  new  or  ftrange  in  it:  they  have  long 
endeavoured  to  propagate  every  kind  of  vice,  and 
to  corrupt  the  morals  and  principles  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  kingdom,  but  more  e^)eciallyofthis 
great  city,  which,  like  the  devouring  peftilence, 
they  do  not,  as  formerly,  attack  in  the  dark,  but 
deftroy  at  noon-day.  There  is  nothing  that  gives 
them  a  more  fenfible  pleafure  than  to  obferve 
the  growth  of  every  thing,  which  tends  to  a 
general  dillblution  of  manners.  Their  hearts 
overflow  with  joy  at  our  National  Vices,  as  well 
as  National  Calamities  ;  fince  both,  by  their 
artful  management,  are  made  to  ferve  the  caufe 
of  Popery,  How  often  have  I  heard  them  de- 
claiming, with  a  diabolical  triumph,  on  the 
univerfal  depravity  of  the  age,  and  predifling, 
as  it  were  by  immediate  infpiration,  that  the 
ruin  of  our  Conftitution,  which  is  what  they 
daily  and  hourly  pray  fcr,  is  not  far  off  I  How 
often 
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often  kave  I  heard  them  exult  at  the  vaft  en* 
creafe  of  our  national  debt,  at  our  religious  as 
well  as  political  divifions,  and  particularly  at 
the  enormous  growth  of  infidelity !  Indeed 
when  they  talk  in  this  ftrain,  it  \%  generally 
among  their  own  party,  with  a  view  to  height- 
en their  zeal,  and  confirm  their  fledfaftnefs ; 
but  when  they  have  an  opportunity  of  convert 
ing  with  ferious  Proteftants,  their  tone  is  chang- 
ed, and  then  they  pretend  a  great  deal  of  fbr- 
row  at  feeing  fo  much  wickednefs  flowing  in 
on  every  fide.  Surely,  fay  they,  all  this  is 
owing  to  the  extirpation  of  the  true  Religion  ) 
for  wlien  that  was  the  eflabli(hed  Religion, 
things  were  not  at  the  pafs  they  are  now :  to 
this  they  add,  by  way  of  prophecy,  and  fel- 
dom  without  an  heavy  figli,  that  times  will 
grow  worfe  and  worfe,  till  it  (hall  plcafe  Al- 
mighty God  to  re-eftablilh  the  Catholic  Faith. 
In  (hoit,  it  is  a  (landing  maxim  with  them,  to 
render  every  thing,  (b  far  as  poflible,  fub(er- 
vient  to  the  grandeur  of  their  Church ;  and 
therefore  the  ba(eft  artifices  are  put  in  pradllce, 
and  every  crime,  which  nuy  anfwer  this  good 
end,  not  only  connived  at,  but  readily  dif- 
penied  with,  and  even  encouraged.  If  a  Papift 
is  true  to  his  truft,  that  is,  if  he  be  ready  to 
go  any  lengths  his  Priefts  may  direft  him,  (and 
this  is  what  they  always  expect  from  him)  it 
is  this,  and  this  only,  which  makes  ^  good  Ca- 
tMic.  A  moral  or  immoral  life  is  not  the  cri- 
terion,- by  which  they  judge  the  merits  of  their 
people  :    let  them   be  zealous  and  aclivc  for 
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Mother  Church  and  exalt  St.  Peter's  Chair,  tbo* 
it  be  on  the  ruins  of  thofe  of  the  other  ApoftleSy 
this  alone  will  be  fufiicient  to  heal  their  ipiritual 
diforders,  and  to  procure  a  iafe  paflport  Co  Hea- 
ven :  No  matter  what  their  qualifications  may 
be  in  other  refpeds.  You  have  here.  Sir,  a 
genuine  portrait  of  our  zealous  Miflionaries,  and 
the  evangelical  methods  they  take  to  convert 
us. 

As  Mr.  Arnold  is  charged  with  having  em- 
braced his  new  Religion  from  motives  of  inte-* 
reft,  fo  likewife,    as  I  have  already  obferved, 
with  having  renounced  it,  from  the  fame  mo- 
tives, but  chiefly  on  difcovering  the  wickednefs 
of  three  or  four  Priefts.     But  this,  we  have 
proved,  is  a  very  h\{c  and  pardal  account  of 
the  matter ;  for,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  Relig^n 
itfelf,  it  plainly  enough  aj^ears,  that,  had  he 
fo  far  prevailed  on  himfelf  as  to  think,  that  the 
wickednefs  he  found  among  Priefts  in  general, 
and  the  greater  part  of  his  Popifh  Acquaintance, 
'  was  a  fufiicient  reafon  for  renouncing  their  Re- 
ligion, he  would  not  have  remained  a  Papift  fo 
long  ias  he  did.     He  needed  not  die  experience 
of  many  years,   when  that  of  a  few  months 
was  more  than  enough  to  convince  him,  that 
the  moil  flagitious  and  abominable  of  mankind, 
provided  they  are  good  Catholics,  are  indulged 
and  countenanced  in  their  vices ;  nay,  that  even 
the  virtuous  aref  occafionally  folicited  to  the 
perpetration  of  the  blackeft  crimes,  by  their 
own  ipiritual  Guides  and  Diredtors,  who  devife 
•  and  pra£tife  every  art  to  aggrandize  the  king- 
dom 
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dom  of  the  Pope,  tho'  it  be  to  the  diminutioii» 
and,  if  fuch  a  thing  were  pofTiblc,  to  the  tobnA 
fiibvcrfion  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift. 

I  am  ready  to  allow,    that  there  may  bo 
found  wicked  Minifters  among  Proteflants  of 
every  denomination.     But  what  then  ?    Con 
that  afiedt  Mr.  Arnold  now,  as  when  he  was 
eotaneled  among  Popi(h  Priefts  ?    Let  ibme 
Proteltant  Minifters  be  ever  fo  wicked,  is  it 
not  in  his  power  to  avoid  them,  and  to  choofe 
the  acquaintance  of  the  good,  which  was  more 
than  he  could  do,  whilft  he  continued  a  Papift:? 
Befides,  Proteftant  Minifters  neither  have,  nor 
pretend  to  have,   the  fame  power  over  tlieir 
Parishioners,  as  PopiOi  Prieds  claim,  and  ac- 
tually have,  over  their  Penitents.     The  (brmor 
ieldom  know  any  thing  more  of  their  neigh- 
bours than  other  men,  have  no  arts  of  diving 
into  the  fecret  recefTcs  of  their  fouls,  and  are 
theref<N:c  incapable  of  carrying  on  thofe    in-- 
trigues,  which  is  the  eafieft  thing  in  the  world 
to  the  latter.    Auricular  ConfefTion  is  the  main 
fupport  of  Popery  i  take  away  thin,  and  the 
whole  fabric  would  totter,   and  foon  tumble 
into  ruins.     For  i&  it  not  notorious,  that  Priefts 
take  advantage  ol  CorifefTioni,  not  only  to  icrvc 
the  ends  of  their  own  avarice  and  ambition,  but 
to  decoy,  deceive,  and  corrupt  their  Penitents, 
cay,  and  frequeniiy  to  join  with  tiicm  m  ilicir 
&ib  r  Let  the  Morals  of  a  Proieftant  M^riiftcr 
be  ever  io  bad,  the  xmmor.i.lity  itc-oiis  uu  ij^m- 
kJf,  aiid  he  can  iiijurc  oiiimt  no  fortljcr  ih;t!i 
by  his  cxampici  L-  ^  not  l^^uhj..*  r.^tc  ^ii  ]/•. 
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ill  condud):,  ndr  affifted  in  his  wicked  devices 
by  his  brethren  of  a  better  turn.  But  is  this 
the  cafe  of  Popi{h  Priefts  ?  Are  not  they,  good 
and  bad,  all  blended  together  in  one  common 
mafs?  And  is  not  this  the  littie  leaven  that 
leaveneth  the  whole  lump  of  Popery  ? 

How  vain  are  the  efforts  of  thefe  men  to 
vindicate  the  licentious  morals  of  their  Brother, 
by  having  recourfe  to  the  example  of  Judas 
among  the  Apoftles  ?  Judas  indeed  was  one 
bad  man  among  twelve ;  and  had  the  other 
eleven  attempted  to  excufe  and  palliate  his 
Virickedncfs,  as  the  Jefuits  do  that  of  H— n, 
we  (hould  have  had  as  bad  an  opinion  of  theita, 
as  we  have  of  this  Traitor.  '  Mr.  Arnold  found 
a  Judas,  not  only  in  a  fingle  Prieft,  but  in  eve- 
ry one  he  had  the  misfortune  of  being  acquaint* 
cd  withi  and,  as  far  as  he  can  judge  from  their 
general  practices,  has  too  much  reafon  to  fear, 
that,  were  they  all  divided  into  companies  of 
twelve,  there  might  be  found  in  each,  eleven 
of  the  fame  infemous  character ;  and,  as  to  the 
Jefuits,  he  is  firmly  perfuadcd,  that  fcarce  one 
could  be  excepted  out  of  the  number. 

If  Judas  be  fo  juftly  ftigmarized  for  haiving 
betrayed  his  Lord  and  Mafter,  what  mull:  wc 
think  of  thofe,  who,  to  fer^c  the  caufe  of  Po- 
pery, crucify  him  a-frefb,  and  put  him  to  open 

*  ihame,  by  doing  their  utmoft  to  eradicate  thofe 
virtues,  which  he  came  on  purpofe  to  plant  in 

•  our  minds  ?  And  tho'  it  may  feem  incredible 
to'ibme,  do  we  not  find  that  thefe  modern 
Apoftles,  with  a  view  of  introducing  Popery 

among 
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among  us,  befides  the  many  ibphiflical- boo4^ 
they  publifh,  to  *give  their  errors  the  IpecidM 
appearance  ot-  truth,  do  they  not,  1  (ay,  deny 
and  blailpheme,  on  certain  occafions,  that  very 
Saviour,  whofe  foie  Minifters  they  pretend  to- 
be  ?  Are  they  not  induftrious  in  propagating 
arguments  m  favor  of  infidelity  and  libertiniftn  ? 
This  18  a  new  method  of  gaining  profelytes  m 
England,  and  has  proved  more  fuccefsful  than 
fome  would  imagine. 

I  agree  with  H — n's  advocate,  that  change 
of  Religion  is  a  matter  of  importance,  and 
ought  not  to  be  attempted  on  flight  grounds' ; 
but  if  this  judicious  reflexion  is  meant  to  be 
applied  to  Mr.  Arnold,  let  me  anfwer  for  him, 
that  he  had  all  the  grounds  which  a  rational 
creature,  who  believes  there  is  a  God  and  a  fu- 
ture reckoning  to  make,  could  poflibly  have, 
to  renounce  a  Religion,  wherein  his  falvation, 
on  many  accounts,  was  in  fuch  imminent  dan- 
ger. Thus  much  he  knows,  by  woeful  expe- 
rience, that,  as  he  was  frightened  into  their 
Church,  for  the  fake  of  faving  his  foul,  fo  he 
can  now  truly  and  juftly  affirm,  that  he  was 
frightened  out  of  the  fame  Church,  for  fear  of 
lofing  it.  In  rtiorr,  to  repeat  my  former  re- 
mark, fuppoling  Popery  to  be  a  good  Religion, 
(which,  1  think,  is  a  very  unrcalbnablc  fuppo- 
fition)  yet,  as  Mr.  Arnold  found,  tliat  thofe 
who  were  to  inftruft  him  in  it,  were  fo  exceC- 
firelybad,  that  he  could  learn  ncrhing  hut  vice 
from  them,  the  on:y  c::pcdicnt  that  offered, 

was 
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vas  to  fly  from  both,  in  order  .to  pff (enro  his 
Virtue,  however  his  Faith  might  fuiScr  by  it ; 
and  tho\  by  fb  dpiogp  he  may  be  thought  by 
ibme  to  be  a  worfe  Catholic  than  he  iwas  be- 
.  fore,  one  thing  he  is  fure  of,  that  he  has  at 
leafl:  the  means  of  becoming  a  much  better 
.  Chriftian  than  he  could  ever  hope  to  be  in  fuch 
company ;  and  if,  after  all  his  honeft  endea- 
vours, he  is  to  be  infallibly  damn'd»  for  not 
remaining  a  Papift,  he  muft  take  what  fol- 
lows. 

As  the  Jefuits  are  refolved  to  clear  up  the 
chara&er  of  their  Church,  whatever  becomes 
of  that  of  their  Brother,  I  fhall  trouble  you,  in 
my  next,  with  a  few  more  animadver£u»ns  on 
what  they  advance  on  this  head ;  premifing 
only  by  the  way,  that,  if  the  fubjedt  forces  ixie 
to  treat  them  as  well  as  their  Church  with  fuch 
freedom  as  may  offend  the  Catholic  Party,  they 
mufl  thank  thofe  for  it,  who  gave  the  occa- 
iion.    I  am,  (Sc. 


V^B^B^»Waa^»BB^HMi^^^HMM^^^^B^^q|^i^«p. 


LETTER        XXIX. 

SIR, 

"  TTTVERY  man,  proceeds  our  Advocate, 
f^j  muft  acknowicge,  that  Religion  is  not 
accountable  for  the  condudl  of  its  profeffors, 
only  fo  far  as  their  conduSl  is  influenced  by,  and 
agreeable  to  its  maxims^ 

One 
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One  would  fcarce  have  expected  fuch  an  in- 
timation from  the  pen  of  a  Jefuit,  when  all  the 
world  knows,  that  their  voluminous  tra<^ls  of 
Moral  Divinity,  which  treat  of  every  duty  we 
owe  to  God,  our  neighbour,  or  ourfeives^ 
wherein  confifls  the  fum  of  Religion,  have  no 
other  tendency  but  to  convince  mankind,  how 
little  fuch  obligations  are  binding. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  make  one  remark  ' 
here,  with  reipeA  to  the  word,  Religion^  to 
which  Papifts  have  affixed  a  peculiar  meaning, 
fuch  as  every  Proteftant  is  not  acquainted  with: 
In  fhort,  it  does  not  imply,  among  them,  a  con- 
formity to  the  precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  but  only 
putting  on  a  certain  habit,  of  fuch  a  particular 
color,  and  living  according  to  the  rule  of  St. 
Dominicy  St.  Francis^  or  the  great  St.  Ignatius 
de  Ljoyola ;  infomuch  that,  when  a  man  has 
entered  into  any  of  thofe  venerable  Orders,  he 
is  £ud  to  have  embraced  a  Religion,  as  if  there 
were  no  fuch  thing  as  Religion,  without  the 
ivalls  of  a  Monaflery  or  College.  Now  as  the 
Society  of  Jefus  has  obtained  fo  many  Papal 
Bulls  in  its  favor,  as  to  comprehend  the  merits 
of  every  other  Order,  befidcs  a  vaft  number 
of  exclufivc  privileges,  it  follows  of  courfe,  that, 
according  to  the  vulgar  fenfc  of  the  word,  they 
mull  have  more  Religion  among  them,  than 
all  the  other  Orders  put  together.  However, 
thofe  who  know  this  fort  of  Gentry,  fcrupic 
not  to  afiirm,  that,  tlio*  they  have  more  Religion 
among  them,  thev  have  much  lefs  virtue,  than 
any  other  men. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  indulgence  of  ca^hal  ItMs, 
than  which  nothing  more  debafes  human  na* 
tore,  it  is,  I  believe,  univerfalfy  allowed,  that 
none  have  taken  fuch  pains  as  .the' Jefuits  to 
corrupt  the  minds  of  youth,  by  palliating  with 
their  fiibtil  diftinitiom,  every  kind'of  impurity 
which  the  filthieft  imagination  can  fuggeft; 
Their  warmeft  advocates  cannot  dcnvj  that  the" 
dangerous  ma»ms  contained  in^  their  iaboured 
treatilcs  nn  this  fou!  fubje(3:,  are  conl^nually 
taa^t  and  explained  to  their  pupils.'  ■  'It  is  nri 
fecret,-  that,  to  take  pleafiire  in  obfcene  ideas, 
in  reading  fuch  books  as  exprefly  treat  of  un- 
chafte  amours,  in  affifting  at  lafcivkjus  fpe€ta- 
cles,"  and  beholding  obfcene  objefts,  are  held 
as  matters  of  indiference,  nay,  that  even  the 
imporoft  embraces  are  fcarce  venial  fins  with 
thj^eCafuifts. 

"  But  the  evil,  (ays  a  learned  Frenchman*; 
docs  not  only  confift  In  thefe  criminal  liberties : 
what  they  add  is  fo  fcandalous,  that  I  ihould 
tranfgrcfs  the  bounds  of  modefty,  were  1  to 
put  It  down  in  Latin.  Our  own  language 
would  blufli  ftill  more,  were  I  to  tranlcribe 
what  their  moft  famous  Cafuifts  iky  oh  this 
fuhjeCt.  The  liberties  they  permit,  arc  not  only 
crimes,  and  crimes  nnbenrd-of,  but  monf}roiis."~— 
This  writer  alludes  here  to  the  indulgence 
granted  by  the  chafte  Sanchez,  and  others  of 

•  The  author  of  a  Pnnilkl  between  the  tloflrires  of  tlie 
PitgMii  and  jfe/uits,  wiih  relpc^  to  thdr  notions  ol  Mural 
Virtue,  which  turns  out  fo  much  lo  the  advantage  ot  the 
Ibrmei?,  as  will  rcndci-  tlic  latter  eternally  infiimous. 

his 
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his  Fraternity,  in  a  certain  cafe  taken  notice  of 
by  the  Marquis  ifArgens  in  his  Lettres  Juivesl: 
which  is  fo  cnormouily  filthy,  that  Sodom  itfelf 
would  bluih  at.  The  Marquis,  notwithftand* 
iflg  his  licentious  manner  of  writing,  was 
aihamed  to  tranflate  the  paiTage,  and,  I  think, ' 
he  ought  to  have  been  afhamed  to  give  it  in . 
a  dead  language. 

All  this  may  be  true,  cries  a  well  meaning 
Papift,  and  'tis  poflible  that  Jefuits  may  teach 
fuch  lefTons  to  their  fcholars;  but  the  Holy 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  it  is  certain,  teaches- 
no  fuch  thing i  confequently  (he  is  not  account-* 
able  for  the  immoralities  of  her  members.    To 
enforce  which,  the  Advocate  inilances  the  par« 
ticular  crime  charged  on  H-«— n  and  his  ailb« 
ciates.     <<  You  ought,   fays  he,  to  have  firft 
proved,  that  thofe  Priefls,  in  their  wickednefs, . 
a^^  agreeably  to  their  Religion,  before  you 
renouiiced  it  upon  that  motive.     Point  out,,.- 
adds  he,  if  you  can,  any  tenet  of  the  Catholic  * 
Religion,  which  countenances  fuch  a  crime. 
What  are  our  children  taught  in  their  Cate- 
chiim  ?   Perhaps  you  do  not  know,   I  (hall 
therefore  repeat  it  here. 

-  ^  Which  are  the  four  (ins,  which  cry  to 
Heaven  for  vengeance  ? 

A.  I .  Wilful  Murder.  2 .  Sodomy.  ; .  Op^ 
proilion  of  the  Poor.  4.  Defrauding  Labourers 
of  their  wages." 

Wc  have  here  the  Popiflj  Catechifm  called  in, 
as  an  evidence  of  Popifli  Purity.  Many  perhaps 
may  think,  it  arguss  fome  degree  of  boldnefs 

to 
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to  talk  in  this  public  manner  of  Pppifb  C^X^'^ 
chifiiis  in  aProteilant  Country.  But,  boweverj 
let  tills  pafs.  There  are  times  when  PopiOi 
boldnefs  may  be  winked  at.  It  aj^icars  frpnt 
dus  Catediifm,  that  young  Children  arc  taught, 
^at  Sodomy  is  one  of  the  four  fins  that  cry  tQ 
UfeflTcn  for  vengeance.  And  pray.  Sir,  what 
would  you  infer  from  hence  ?  Will  it  therefore 
follow,  that  this  abcHninabic  fin  is  not  to  be 
found  among  the  profetlbrs  of  the  Poplfli  ReU- 
0on  ?  The  Reverend  Fathere  K-ngfl-y  and 
W— te,  it  is  certain,  were  of  a  diffetenC  opi- 
nion, if  any  judgment  may  be  formed  from  the 
arguments  diey  ufed  to  leflen  their  profelytes' 
horror  of  It.  Or  will  H — n  and  his  pupU  be 
Iiereby  acquitted  of  the  charge  ?  You  will  fay 
perhaps,  that  the  perpetration  of  fuch  a  fin  is 
not  countenanced  by  any  of  the  maxims  and 
tenets  of  your  Religion.  Be  it  fb.  But  fuch 
a  fin  is  undoubtedly  countenanced,  and  com- 
mitted too,  by  thofe  who  pretend  to  be  infalli- 
ble guides,  and  teachers  of  that  Religion  ;  and 
is  not  this  juft  the  &me  ?  For  do  not  thefe- 
(ame  guides  and  teachers  claim  an  abiblute 
power  over  the  confciences  of  others  ?  Suppofe 
therefore  they  teach' any  pradice  contcary  to  the 
maxims  of  their  Religion,  1^  whom,  in  this 
cafe,  muit  the  Penitent  be  directed  ?  It  is  plun 
that,  in  die  opinion  of  fuch  teachers,  fuch 
maxims  are,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  like  the  Holy 
Stpripture  in  another,  no  more  than  a  dead  let- 
ter, and  therefore  not  to  be  regarded  any  far- 
rier than  they  Oiall  think  fit.  Shall  the  P&ni^ 
'■  ttnC 
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tfcM  di(bbey  his  fpiritual  guide,  and  prefiitne  fd 
tie  <tF^  than  his  ii^lible  teacher  ?  Confider 
the  confequence.  The  fpiritual  guide  claims 
to  himfelf  the  power  c^  the  keys^  What  thea 
is  to  become  of  the  refradoiy  Penitent  ?  Being 
reduced  to  this  unhappy  dileouna,  let  him  give 
up  his  reafbn  and  confiaence  to  this  l|)intaal 

fuide ;  for  what  is  he  to  fear  from  fb  doing  ? 
uppofe  he  committed  the  Sin,  has  he  not  t 
remedy  near  at  hand  ?  It  is  but  doing  a  littk 
tncre  penanct^  and  then  all  will  be  well  again* 
Thus,  if  he  falls,  let  him  rife  again  i  that  is 
all ;  and  if  &x  abounds^  let  the  benefit  of  Ah- 
•£>lution  abound  alfi). 

Mr.  Arnold  may  well  fiiiile  at  the  Advocate's 
durance,  in  fuppofing  him  ignorant  of  the 
Popifli  Catechifin,  inld  then  quoting  the  fame 
ix  his  ihftru£Kon  t  He  tdces  this  opportunitjf 
of  letting  his  old  Diredors  know,  that,  had 
fK)t  ^e  Cietw  written  in  his  heart,  had  not  thd 
iacred  brades  brTrudi,  which  he  happily  rejcmd 
from  the  Jlatnes^  been  to  him  far  better  guides^ 
and  furnkhed  him  with  weightier  reaibns,  than 
all  the  fpiritual  magazines  and  treafures  of  theft: 
Catholic  Churd),  it  is  greatly  to  be  feated,  that 
he  (hould  long  iince  have  been  like  one  of 
them,  and  that  it  would  have  been  xn^/r /^iSfnj- 
hle  far  Sodom  and  Grnnarrah^  in  the  day  <fjudg^ 
SMtft  than  for  him.  However,  that  he  may 
not  rob  diem  of  the  leaft  part  of  thdr  due,  he 
will  readily  allow,  that  they  have  among  them 
a  great  deal  of  Religion,  but  very  little  of 
Chriiliahj^,  and  even  this  little  buried  under 
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^^  ■  '^^fp^ty-  naiurally  tmds     * 

iych  heaps  pf  Traditional  B,ubbijh  af$d:ilumar 

^fotiotUj  that  'lis  no  caiy  matter. to ;Come  st 

it*.       .-...  ',:.        .   .       -    .     .:..  y.i   ,-r.  '■  -■■■! 

;  AadnQWli/icethe^Gefitlemenbafcthfau^ 
6t  u>jqUje^<ni  Mr.  Arnold's  knowlegepf  thefir 
JC^aCediifm,  ^ey  mu(t  give  bim  I^vetinhu 
Sartij  tp  proppie  a  few  queftloDS  to  t^in.  He 
oelires  mefi  to  be  iniormedj  whether  they 
;thiiik,  th|t,H*n'8  pMjiU  ^as  di^ily  'ia(lruAea 
■fjiat  of -ihjfi  Catechif|cri ?  wheither  fi^.4ud,  ev^ 
^^eo  taugbt,  which  W:erc.the:ibur  ^  thaf  ciy 
jot  vengeance,  and  that  Sodomy  ia  particul^r 
A«as  Oine  of  the^P  They, know  very  well,  that 
H— n,  above  all  others,,  was  znade  choice  o^ 
:to  inftfU^  afid  train  up.  Ypuih  in  the  principles 
^f  thejr:Rpligion,  aijd  have  taken  ca^e  to  inform 
^4  Piiblic,.  jhat  t|ie  boy  was  more  than  three 
veara  under hi^  diteO^OfUj  Ho^  theii,,did  this 
pire£tor  dilbharge  his  o^&c^  F  Did  he  BtQ.  teack 
^e  boy  to  believe,  according  to  his  Catecbiih^ 
'.thtt  the  unnatural  crime  we  are  ipeaking  of, 
,was  a  Cm  that  cried  .to  Heaven  for  vengeance, 
^d  then  himfeif  ie4u^  wA  inftru^  nim  i£- 
terwards,  to  commit  thkt  fin  l  Wafi  not^tfais  di- 
re&ly  teeing  the  twy  to  believe,  thathi&Ca- 
:techilin  .was  a  Lyar,  and  his  Director  the  only 
.oracle  .of  Truth  i  Coulti  it  be  expeded,  that 
■one,  To  young  and  illiterate,  and  naturally  in- 
■cilinedto  vice,  fhould  oppofe  his  priyjite  judg- 
lOaenttQ  thtu  of  a  ipifitual  Guide,  u^ich  men 
.4>f , great  ^Ijacity  and  .ftriifl  virtue  £o  r-eadily  fu^- 
'^it to f.  Wjba;  muftthcjjfioiK  think  ?  Will.t^'qr' 

im  ^,f9Hfk^J0^figt  >yiiep  thifx-ngsHi^ 


\^>^ 


io  thh  Dejlruffim  ofMMty.        ^ 

thtir-Brddicr  HirHSr?  Will  they  ilill  tdl^^ 
w6rld;  that  h&rhas  «h  tindoubtcd^right  to  tbj- 
main  in  pofleflion  of  the  chara^erhe  has  ad^ 
quired,  ahd- long:  Aiaintained  ?  Indeed  he  has 
fo  HuconteftaUe  a  title  to  the  CharaiSer  he  bears^ 
fuchas:itisi  tod  app^sars  to  be  in.fucb  firoi 
pofleffibnof  k,  that  none,  Ibelieve^  will  dii^ 
pute  its '  validity,  or  offer  to  take  it  from  hinK« 
To  undertake  this^  would  bfe  the  fame  thing  a& 
ikCtdnipting  an  impoilibility )  fb  that  H-^n,  if 
he  is^  fond  of  his.  purdisiife,  may  be  perfedljf; 
eafy  ott  th]3  accburiti'  -  ', 

The  Jefiufi,  i.liope^  will  not  be  angiy,  if  jt 
a(k  -tibem  one '  fioipk  qaeftion  more.  Tell  mb 
then,  yjt  vnfpotted  mirrors  of  chaflityj'  ye  pat^ 
tirns  of  every  divine  and  (bcial  virtue^,  as  ibnae 
bf  your  own  Paaegy rifts  have  been  pkafcd  -to 
(tylc^our  whole  Society,  tell  me,  I  fay,  plaia-. 
^  aA4  .honeftly;  what  ye  think  of  that  ho^ 
man.  Father  K-ngfl-y,  Mr.  Arnold's  ipiritua 
(uidi  ?  Wsts  he  better  iaCqtudtated  with  your  Ca^ 
techiim  than  his  Penitent  f  And  did  he  rtfally 
believe  what  it  fays  concerning  the  horrid  fin 
charged  on  H-^-n  ?  Surely  that  can  never  bdi. 
For  is  not  this  fame  Father  K-ngfl-y  the  very 
man  who  difplayed  abundance  of  fophiflry  and 
rhetoric  in  leflening  the  horrors  of  this  cryipg 
fin, .  and  ^en  endeavouring  to  give  it  a  pleafing. 
a^pM^,  with  a  view  of  decoying  his  Penitent^ 
if 'poflible,  into  the  pradtice  of  it  ?  Whatever 
opinion; ye  may  have  of  this  holy  man,  ye  muft 
have  the  very  lame  of  Fadicr  W — te  alio,  finoe 
he  proceeded  in  the  iame  manner.     How  then 
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46^  fcptr)  ntlitrtl^  f^A      ' 

Mn  ye.pmnu  th<t  «rat  4ic^  hencftSaiUp^ 
Bien,  todi  Cbefion-of  fiadc,  »tA  jntft^Je- 
ftatB,-  have  «^er  leant  4hdc.Cttedufin,  or  tieca 
bflidfisd  in  Ike  manms  of  the  tn^iUI|g»n'.i' 
Aad  where  tnU  you  ikc&  us  to  low  '^uSi^ 
Mniiila,  whed  oiein&lUblojiuicswi^tewh^ 
ci»of  ttHii'ReUgiaO)  9t»  po&Sed  af  ji  Tjfftaq 
(f  ftiAf  mi  principlec,  whidi,  f  rMroKrlike, 
iao  sflumis  any  form  and  fhafe  ?  , 

-i.l^pon  the  ^bde  then,  finccyou  hare  oblig'j 
fllb  ruUic  with  a  quei^ion  out  of  your  Cace-t 
Chiim,  and  would  fain  perfuade  the  world  to 
be  convinced  of  the  purity  of  Popilh  Religion;^ 
ftom  a -queffien  propitM  ;<0  Twng  Fenit^ts  1 
flnt  Mr.  Arnold'  may  AM  be  (bought  nqgratfri 
ibl  for  'the  education  he  received  at  a  'rxxi^ 
Miooli  iM'bega  leave,  &r  the  future  beaew^ef 
ili  fbch  erntyhe  inttrp^,  ini  the  iaffleS^ipcilj 
db-add  a  fifih  fin  to  the  fiiur  >vh]t^  flow  i9^4 
ii  your  Caficchifin.  ,  '., 

'  ^  WhlK  i«  the  fifd)  fin,-nhich,orall'odier«i 
eiies  the  ioudeft  (» Heaven iat  vengcaqce? .  ' . 
-A.  Tfaefin  of  •  fpiriuialC^iiJieaiid.l&ec- 
tDr,  who  Mices  anil  lenipB  lus  I'eaitoat  tb 
ebmtnit  the  nioft' unnatural  and  dcteftable  firi 
df  Sodomy..  ;-, 

i.  Pethapi  thefe  faiiaiSitd  bypooites  wiil  fijr, 
that  the  bare  fuppofitibn  of  fuch  enonhous 
iMckednefs  in  thde  who  have  the  care  of  other 
plecpica'  coofcienpes,  would  be  the  highsft  af> 
iront  and  mdignity  to  ihe  I^jeAhood ;  bii( 
«3iafiever  they  may.-%/^the'1Public  has  beeft 
long  convinced,  that  tiM  thing  is not  only  pbfii-' 
-    '  ble. 
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\^fi^  but  has  j^oen^^^utixtly  p!ut  in  praA^ 
Aj^d  tiert»n  k  is^^if  tbese  ^m.%  %  necefiuy^'wljiciir 
is  mmch  to  b^^^igiribce^i  of  Acquainting  cfaih 
ditin  widi  fit^^abdmib^ons,  in  rbe  fistt  qoo^ 
illoa  and  asifwer»  there  appears  at  lead  an  equal 
ncceflity.ctfaqqusunting  them,  in  4ihe  iecond  «fc 
have  aidkicd»  that  ^theie  are  ft)ch  men  as  Solicits 
iH^QotMors^  vhofe  fia  cries  even  louder  duu» 
<hat  v^ch  hrou^t  down  fire  from  Heaveh« 
But  alas!  how  Uttle  would  even  this  avail  1 
fince  thefe  very  ConleflK>rs  inuft  be  the  fble  in- 
terpreters of  bqdb,  and  the  ehildren  are  to  bis 
cltreCiied.  hy  thm  jRdgmeot,  and  not  by  the  diti 
kttet^  \nt  its  meajcSng  ever  £>  plain ! 

Tho\  I  diinlC)  enough  has  been  faid  about 
jtfa^  Poplfh  Cateehifihy  to  iatisfy  any  reQeAing 
|ieribn,  how  little  it  conduces  to  the  purity  ot 
fpanners,  yet  I  fli^l  trefpafs  on  your  patience; 
iyyjuft  intimating  what  has  been  often  iirgc4 
•by  maoiy  wife  end  good  men  againft  the  «ift 

aueftion  and  anfwer  above-quotea>  to  wit»  that 
icr-bare  mentiao»  to  bnocent  children,  qf  a 
crime,  which,  according  to  the  Apoftle,  ought 
not  fo  much  as  to  be  named  even  among  roeuj 
is  at  beft  an  aft  of  great  indiicretion,  and  maj^ 
midce  very  dangerous  impreHions  on  weak  or  ilL* 
diipofed  mipds.  What  dreadful  effbdts  then 
may  it  not  produce,  when  explained  with  ib 
Ihde  refetve  as  too  many  CoiifefTors  are  Wont 
to'do,  with  fuch  infernal  fophiftry  often  added» 
as  ra^er  tends  to  encourage  the  pradice,  ^lan 
to  rai£0  an  averfion  to  it  ? 
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*  i-wili  lidt'atAy,  bdr  flitfri  may *"%tr;1brt(9 
^ie^s,  who  dwell  too  minutely  on  tWs  oSobi 
ftbjed;,  Wh  ?rt  hbheft  imenrion.'  Bui  this  is 
tar  from  thfc' cafe  of  ffic  JefMts.  FoKtHb'  it  B6 
tKic,  that  fhoTe  amoiig'ihem,  tvhc^ 'hare  the 
cliicf  dlreiftioto  of  cbhfdcnrtsi'as  'well'  a^  the 
chief  inftruflitin  of  Vwith",  in  Po^ifli  countries, 
(1  wifli  I  could  notadd^'riiafc  tfar^have  To 
tnuchto'dowidi  thofeof  ourowo] 'findit  er- 
ipcAimt;  ihib^rlti/ur»yt^  t6^teach 

^e  ditechifm  -above '  referred  tb,  ^a^  'tiieF^ 
JB^Iain  thfc  pobc  we  are  upbiii  witfii  totoaUe 
"decency,  and  great  figns* -of  indignatibti';  yit 
j^very  one  knou^  thAt  they:  have  anbtfaerCati!-. 
.^chilm  of  their  own  (^m(>ofing,  with  qtidHoBs 
^nd  anfwers  of  a  quite  difierent  nattire,  whi<£, 
ifdi'ty  d6  liot  dlredlyjuftify^thepfa(3ice;fer'?C 
;4'^ledft  tb  IcHkOy  and  often  to  removr entirely 
.thdt  hbrfor.it  geoierally  ralfcs  lEnvnin  Hibftwho 
'  iife  bthferWife,  extrcrmely  profligate.  Tlus  choite 
Catecliilm,  tho*,  for  good  reafiins,  never  taught 
in  'the  open  ftreets,  is  theprindpal  part  ofthtir 
9bhooL-le^res,  and  (whfch'<ArotiId'-fet:i:h  f^U 
•more  abiaxlng,  did  it  hot  cotne  ikfiri-Ji^- 
Its]  recom'mehded  as  a  gbide^'Conitflbi-f-an 
iheir  P«auient8,  ^rtio  ii^  have  hew  terribly 

''  *<  Tisftcnlloin  vith:tbe&  ni«ntogcra!)oiiitlicflreet3, 
■  ton  cvtiiB  do]*,  nd,  hsTin^Aathcredi- parcel  of  Uttleboys 
.from  di^tjgt  qayten,  »;^uit  thcmTelves  oa,^w4^cp£  of 
'ijooK  hon&a  or  on  a  ftocd,  but  always  in  fudt  ckce  where 
^fnoA  people  are  paflmg.  -  Hare  tbey  cqtei^Ue  the  chitdrti^ 
"  «ndt  acCordiag  to  their  3Bhfen,'A]&iibtstt  tq«adi-a  A(aA 
.Iqy^  VBiai  al-  St.  ^mtiv^^ior  fme  fnch  tii6c^ 

•*  qmbarraflcd, 
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iembanafled,  in  fome  cafes,  were  k  hd(. fur  dul' 

Dircdtery.  ^  -I^f 

:  Such  ias  know  little  of  Jefuits  and  theic  W0C7 
ings,  may  think  the  cenfure  hcre.paf][ed  b^, 
them  too  fevere ;  but  thofe,  who  are  rhode^ 
rately  acquainted  with  both,  will  think  it  top 
favorable.  To  convince  you  how  juftly  thpy 
merit  the  reproaches  caftx^n  them^  I  fhsjl  only, 
mention  one  inftahce  of  the  unbridled  licen^ 
tioufnefs  of  Jefuitical  Morals^  in  point  of  chafti;:- 
ty,  tho'  indeed  they  t^i^e  the  fame  liberty »  not 
only  with  the  whole  Decalogue^  but  with  every 
precept  and  prohibition  in  ,the  Gof^l. .  llie 
gpeat.Cafuift,  who  has  written  fo  much  and^ib 
learnedly  on  Matrimonial  Cafe^  demands  of 
his  Scholars^  among  an  infinite  number'  of 
other  edifying  queffions  of  the  fame  nature,' 
whethef  the  Fia  Flore?;tina^  may  be  permitted, 
with  certain  redridlions  ;  and,  as  it  may  i}e 
preTumed,  that  the  acutefl  of  his  Scholaj:;  wc^|d 
be  fome  what  at  a  lofs,howto  anfwer  fo  ftrarl^ 
t  queflion;he  himfelf  reCblves  it  in  the  affirmative. 
Whoever  has  the  odious  curiofity  to  know  tjw 
meaning  of  thefe  two  words,  muft  go  to  a  Je- 
fuit  for  their  explanation ;  for  no  human  crdi- 
Cares,  I  believe,  except  Jefuits,  who  have  made 
it  their  bufinefs  to  rake  up  all  the  filth  in  the 
world>  not.  in  order  to  clear  it  away,  but  to 
poifen  mankind  with  the  flench,  are  capable  pf 
&tisfying  it.  -The  only  excufe  that  can  be 
qiiaido  for  this  DoAor  pf  obfcenities,  is,  thskt, 
wlKft.he  fhuted  fo  £hamelefs  a  quc{lion,-and 
refolved  it  in,  fi>  ihamelefs  a  manner,  'pft- 
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^eavdn'fof  vengdtfice..,     ,     „  •-'     ;.  Yi£,;jr;o> 

l^t  Qft  trace  tfac^oiA  ftream  ilQc(9  .^MMp 

ady.  and^iste  perhaps,  we  4jpi^ifkl4r^Uli 

iurch  of  iiomer  bowevec  pi^yipiobMr 

(plUdren  may  be,  is  aU.  isasDMOik^friPimQr  ^ 

'*"',  and  ndther  teaches  aoy  dp^im^rnot 

anypradaoe,  w}u<dx  has  4)&t^jfg^0« 
[q.  'nieAj)Qlogifthasdan£4Mr*i^Qbl 
t  out  the  contraiyr  if  he  Qf%i,imf9«eqft 
illenge  for  him»  and,  in.  OKijmqB^.^od 
this  fabje£t>  ihaU  eDdcwn^jt^;^^  tbi* 

Champioa  all  tfas  fitfiffa^jop ; : in  ..oug 


•i5n>'':. 
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■*- 


*  •  ■    • 

'Shall  enter  on  the  prefcnt  enquuyj .  withoiife 
I  any  preamhie. .  You  know  wbat  ^  &cred 
ea  liieaQ  by  the  i^  tf  tbt^iye^.tB  which 
"vire  may  a^d  that  of  ^e  ear.}  whicbf  as  ili|^ 
aJS  the  Jefuits  jtaakip.  of  iuch  thin^  are  veg^r  -far 
fr6m  matCers  of  indifiosence,  if  the.&ntLoienta 
of  our  Saviour  and  his  Apoftlesarc  more  to  i» 
tegarded  than  diofe  ofine  Society,  .  Or»vh(^ 
(ence^  or  inordinate  aflSbdioD.  weareailiirrd  by. 
the  hmt  divine  orade;,  is  not.ooljf  the  efiet^- 
of  original  fin,  but  the  root  oCalVevil.    Futpi 

^^t|ice  iti(^  we  ^d^  ^  j^.i^.p^omp^vt^^ 
,-  :•■"'•        "    '  abufo 


t*'*.*- 


to  the-BtftrtOhm  ofMahdiiy.        ipj^ 

^SmCs  hk  fenfes  to  fddh  purpoies  as  are  <$iftd 
contrary  to  thofis  for  wnich  God  and  N^|Uft 
intended  thenii  This  b  undoubtedly  the 
Aolic  Dodritae,  in  the  genuine,  bot  die  P< 
flcceptatioB  of  the  word,  and  was  thus  under- 
ftood  by  die  ancient  Church  of  Rome»  tho'  die 
modem  has  thought  lit  to  join  with  the  Jefniti 
in  discarding  it* 

Whether  this  accuiation  be  well  grounded, 
let  the  Bull  Unigenitus  witnefs,  wherein  the 
46th  propofition  of  diofe  who  are  ftigmadze4 
by  the  namie  of  Janfenifts^  which  contains  iIm 
very  CathoUc  dodhiiie  we  are  ipeaking  ol^  ia 
ibfolucely  condemned  as  falfe  and  heretidd  i 
confequendy,  it  is  now  an  article  of  Popilfa 
Faith,  that  die  gratification  of  our  fenfes,  which 
diis  concupiicence  or  inordinate  deiire  continu- 
ally prompts  to,  in  a  manner  fo  different  from 
the  original  ftate  of  innocence,  is  no  evil.  If 
fuch  dodrine  has  not  a  dire£i:  tendency  to  fti> 
I  know  not  what  ha&  For,  notwithfianding 
die  decifions  of  a  Churdi  which  arrogates  0} 
itfelf  infallibility,  it  will  be  fuffident  to  appeal 
to  the  experience  of  all  mankind,  fuppofing  die 
word  of  God  filent  on  the  matter,  whether 
di^  do  not  feel  within  themfelves  the  innate 
foUTce  of  their  corrupt  afie£tions,  and  that  fit»n 
hence  the  fenfes,  xnflcad  of  being  reftrsuned 
within  their  due  bounds,  become  the  inlets  o£ 
i4ee,  and  are  too  often  made  inftromental  to 
the-  tiioft  criminal  excefies. 

Your  own  reaibn  will]  foggefl  to  you,  V9h^% 

poifoflkMs  fitcams  muft  have  flowed  from  'ib 

'    4  foul 


jToul  a  £)urce .;  thqr  Tofe  indeed  ib  lHgh^atHi 
4'v(hed  on  widi  fuch^  iinpetuofity ,  as  would  loitg 
iObce  have  overwhelmed  both  Morality -aad 
iCViftianity,.  had  not  the  torrent  becvdbeckfxi 
^jthe  almighty  iflfluefice  of  DiviocXSrace;.  tr^ 
5Vi:re  eafy  to  add  many  other  i0ftaBetSr*whi4i 
Jhftvc  the.  fame  tendency-  to  idato  dcftruZlion  i^ 
!Vjrtue  and  Religion,  two  things  ;]»rbich|!|^ 
;ilKuraUy  infeparable.  Popery  Ii^  had  4fae3^ 
iofj  dividing  from  each  odber.  JBu^fto  a^oijd 
|»|9lixi^j  I  ihall  mention  iMitionoJiiflrej^W^- 
J^iof^the  mere  m^hanical.  adrainifi^^pn^if 
ibe  Sacraments^  ,which,  l&eaduvxi,|iarefup- 
ppfed  to  operate  on  the  foQU.Ki|[faether>ifc^ 
tightly  difpofed  or  not,  for.theicrepq^&on*  iPeop- 
baps  thefe  points  may  ieem  pin-elyi  fpeculat^^ 
(Q  ifome  perfons ;  but  it  will  be  founds  :Oa;i^ 
rious  reflexion,  that  nothing  can  be  more  a^apt^ 
jod  to  foment  and  promote  the  depravity  of  (hu- 
man nature.  ;  . /     : 

With  regard  to  the  countenance  which  the 
piefent  Catholic  Churdi  is  charged  with  fhew- 
iog  to  a  loofe  immoral  Ufe,  the  trath  is,  that 
many  of  the  lewdeft  ma^inis,  which '  the  Jefu- 
its  now  claim  the  fble  .glory  of,  were  publicly 
tai^ht  by  the  old  Roman  Canooifts/ long -be- 
fore the  Society  exifted  r  thoVl  think,  it  would 
be  doing  injuftice  to  i&xtk  modern  Cafuifts,  liOt 

to  own,  that  they  h^ve  greatly  improvo^^^^ 
^^m.  of  lewdnds  by  their  explanatioife  -  arid 
additions.  The  books  of  thofe  old  Canonifts  h^d 
bc^n  received  as  .9;Mf:  and.fure  iguide  to  <pQA* 

fefibrs,  and,  i£not.<fiblc»wlyftuim^ 

ApoftoUc 
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fif^ftollc  See,  were  at  le^  tadtly  ippidijSS^ 
"tH'^^t^  ftre  to  tids  day^'  which  amounts  tb^tflB 
*<l«nc"  thihg/   -IWeireover,    there  are  fuffid^ 
^todndstobblievi^i  that  the  famous,  or  retiMr 
Infamous  TiSea  Cancellaria  Romana  ^,  wherfelii 
1^  tttsia^6ii  <^  every  fin  was  fettled  at  fo  mt^ 
'^dcMt  M  pride,  that  the  vileft  profligate  on  earth 
lo^ht^  t^Iy  come  up  to,  and  quiet  his  cbtt^ 
%id!ite,  at  the  expence  of  two  or  three  du^ 
^cats ;  "diere  are,  I  fay,  fufficient  realbns  to  b6^ 
iievC)  as  feveral  learned  men  have  proved,  that 
'^is  &xii6  Tdxa  was  the  Book  of  Rates,  mad^tilb 
nf  by  the  Romab  Penitentkiries,  in  their 'i|iirt- 
ItiAOl^mbMjei  long  befbre  the  RefofmadttA^ 
if  hot  fbiAe  time  after }  and  indeed  fb  macih-df 
'the  fame  kind  of  T^de  is  flill  carried  on^ih 
tfiat  Holy  City,    as   fufficiently  fhews,   how 
much  immorality  is  there  encouraged. 
'  It  cah  be  proved,  in  fine,  by  innumeraft>fe 
infbnces,   that  the  practical  Divinity  of  Jithe 

•  I     J        •  1     *     .    T  V  -  .      •  I  .  \ 

•  'V  «i  .'jThjiB  book,  entitled,  Tbe  Tix  of  the  Ronum  Qtfb- 
i^fxjf  xf^cncc  very  coaunoo,  the*  now  (eldom  to  be  met 

vichy  0(cept  in  the  libraries  of  the  curious.    There  are 

levend  editions  of  it,  printed  in  Popifh  CountrieSf  ^d, 
'utMig  the  reft,  one  at  Rome,  in  the  year  1514.    Thcb 

ktve.  fbitie  few  variations,  taken  notice  of  by  Bayle;  bat 
-  HYfSS  <^c  9^  ^^^  contains  fnffideot  matter  to  make^gnod 

t^e  c{i9rge  i  Infpmuch  that  th^  fupreme.  Council  of  t^e  (|i- 
' '^tlifxtidh  found  it  nccellary  to  put  them  all  in  the  IoSol  of 

'H^bitiited'  bodes.  Soihe  Papilb,  in  their  difputes  wifh 
:  J£iDteflaott8  00  tiiif  (uhid^,  ha?e  gone  a  fliort  ivay  to  work, 
ijfmd^yiu^^tbit.fucli  a  genuine  book  ever  exifted)  but 
'  ptbqrs  .have  been  ftrangely  perplexed^  how  to  anfwer  the 

V^i^bdi^ei' bf  'thdr'dntagonilh,  who  produce  fo  many  in* 
'  fOlU^ble  WMMtes  ef  Its  Authenticity, 

:. -^  Church 


b» ... .. 


j^urch  of  Rofpjs,  tihat  is,  fuch  as  i^v^S^  ^ 
^gulatk)n  of .  life .  qnd  manners,  is  fu^  fS  eor- 
|wt  as  the  fpetulalive ;  the  c&)e  condildhg  Ino 
Ml  to  cpuntenaocc  the  blackeft  criaies^  diaii 
t|i<  other  to  ftutho^ze.  the  grofljcft  orroi;^  in  ppint 
^.faidi.  l.etu,siiagIeQ)tf,./ipi»idlc;ifW^ 
]lttip»  the  crying  abme  of  indvlgCDCBS  and  .^iff* 
Ltkms;  dbe  unreafooable,  nQt«>  Ayunaa-^ 

qiftom  of  forcing  ^eir.Clfr)gy  to  jpOTP^^^ 
tiA  celibacy^  whiiqlf  is  allo^^ied  ligr  tlbiin^fM?^^ 
19  be  the  fource  of  many  hornbte  ^i^brdbras'^tb^ 
ttl^hty  ftr^  they  lay  on  formal  GealliffiQft^  tfiii 
l^S^y  Afa£>latian»  wherc!by..iK)  iban^  dibur 
ftl>4s  are  led  iota  fatal  deliifipfUif  by  refting 
ijieir  ialvation  on  fuch  feeble  props. .  Not  ft» 
i^  your  patiencei  let  me  juft  inmhatCi  iVith 
Higifd,  to  the  two  laft  articles,  what  ofip(a^ir 
ion  the  ibrmer  affords  to  wifiked  Pdeib^  not 
OBlfyof  diving  into  fecrets  of  State,  as  well  as 
c^private  families,  but  alfo  of  taking  advantage 
of  their  Penitents'  frailties,  in  order  to  gratify 
tbeir  owii  Ulndinous  inclinations  ^  $  and  how 

'fteqnefltly 

'  ^  I  (hall  mention  but  one  fnAsne^,  vhkh  luibMiAl  ii^ 
^n.  It  is  b  exe^fllvdy  |^ing,  tluit,  6iie  v'isSndUir^ 
It  ^e  ftifRdent  to  0vt  that  bigbted  pj^e  a  faifdf  difafr- 
dipolar  CoDfellion.  When  the  Bull  (StTkul'lV.  was  HTuea 
minft  SoUcitiiig  ConfcJ&rs^  who  Sre  therein  charged  \i^ith 
m^g  made  a  frequent  praAioe  of  abufing  the  Saci:atMyt 
of  Penance,  in  the  very  aA:  of  hearing  ConFeflionf,  by  in- 
ddng  and  provoking  dieir  PenH^rs  to  lewd  a^^lonis ;  wc 
arc  aflUrcd  by  an  audior  of  nndciibred  credit,  (fjonfalvez,^ 
-£185.)  that,  (bfooQ  as  this  Bull  arrived  In  Spain,  the' 
Arc&bifhop  of  Seville  coR^mande^I.  Sy  an  e<jIA  ibkmnfy 
rfiblilbcd  ia  every  ehiift^^      hil  Dtocefs/that  whdfofevfi^ 


<—^ 


i^iequeiifly  iiie  latter  is  profticuttd,  to  'fitdlttm 
die  repetition  of  tlje  £u»e  crimes^  by  cbnviiK^^ 


fcftew;  Of  ttt^  li*ard|  of  any  Frleft  o^  Monk,  who 
abtfed  thd  ftchuneot  of  Gonfeffion,  by  adHng  in  this 
BBuiodr,  ihould  diTcovcr  htm,  wddiia. thirty  dayi»  tD:ifal 
Holy  Office,  under,  fevere  penalties.  Immediately  i:^pM 
thji^ootificstion^  to  prodi^us  a  number  of  women  ilockeq 
to  tl^  palace  dr  the  Iniquifition,  in  the  city  of  Seville  oiil]^. 
fb  iaform:i^iaft  their  wicked  (kmfeAbrSy  thattfnrtyfiJd^ 
qfecariesy  witk  as  many  Inqoifitors,  :were  not  fufiicicnt  tin 
Ofce  their  depbfitlGns.  The  Lords  InqaifitOES,  being  lh§| 
orawbelffled  With  a  mult^licity  of  bufinefsy  aflign^  ^W 

SjTS  more  for  the  trhne&s,  and»  when  thefealfopt^ivtlf 
oificienr,  wcte  iiakcd  to  appeipt  the  ftme  minAa^-Hf 
days«  a  third -afid-4  fourth- timp..  HoHr^er».  after  jo  imjp 
had  been  inforihed  againft,  this  Tribun;^.,  contrary  to.  w 
inen*s  expeAatlon,  put  a  fudden  ftop  to  its  proceeding 
and  fcomitianJed  all  ihefe crimes  to'^bf'baried  idpdkrptSlI 
f^vion;  It  doa-afift  appear  fsoii  ithis  aiulior^  narratlM/ 
IMhetier  the  Jn^ifildlrs  had  taken  infon&aiioni  ^coacAn^lg 
inoc&4eAaonoQa.crimc8^  .hioied  4a  in  the  £dd  Boll,  fB<^*^ 
^thid  fto:i^«^«!s';cfaarge,  whldh,  it  M  b^hly  pr^b&li£^^ 
tfaeyndid,  fiiom:)hje?&eqiidbdy  lof  ifcer  priaCKtt 
wiatieaittC/urfi&sTiM/. wfitey.  BotSfAeSiMior  of  die  Pifilk 
hood  i9C|iiii^y  that  the  Ibriherihoald  beooncealed,  thekfe^ 
ter,  efirtwrif  -were  much  lefs  fit  to  be  divulged ;  and  'AtiT 
tbe^Bollf  k:i6a«feji9wleged,  expreQy  enjoins,  that  ao^^e^ 
i«dilirfinnaus.praAices  fliottld  be  made  phbliCy  but  Iw 
nidbqiipfats  rigoroo(tychaftiied,yet'W^  nothing  eitt^' 
qf  tfaeoneorihedther.  Indeed  it  ^fecftis,  as  fiir  ascao'br; 
jidged  fiom ^tbe  «vaft  number  of  iifformationsy  that»  hiS^ 
jQfHce.beoi<Ar^ty'«iecni)cd,  fcarceafinglePrieft  wciitfe 
lave-eCcaped.- 

JBefore  I  conddde  this  note,  I  cannot  avoid  giving  yd^  t  ■ 
reoentand  Toiy  gfau-ing  inAance  of  the  horrid  abu(e  of  Con* 
feffibii ;  :and  tho'  the  Icene  be  in  a  far  dlftant  country,  y6« 
Qoed  nor  doid>t  of  its  authenticity.  It  relates  to  one  ii. 
the  Jefuits'  Martyrs  in  China^  wbowsjis  ^hief  of  the  MIffim 
^J^ankin)  his  same  was  Anfionio  Jos},    This  man  had 
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tbe  yet  ibnjptiteos  finner,  bow  e^y  ^foul 
may  be.cleanfed  (Kxii'  its  poUntinlG,  dio'  evei^ 
!(»' often  contradsd.  -'■ 

When  die  tendeociy  (^  die  dpArini»  atid 
fiestfticvs.hcre^en-notke  cf^ii  c^ifidendj-'tt*: 
Uf  noAingbf  ul  infinite  numbA'  «f^th»9,"^- 
M^di  I  refer  you  to  thbfe  whohtiTc  Wrottfex-' 
Wefly'on  the  ftibfed,  it  may, ' I  Uelleire.  beaf-*; 
$na!ied,  without  great  breach  ofchilHty,'that,*dlQr! 
Ifae  Cftiriftkn-  Religbn  is  not  afiootittaMe,'  ^ef 
tfid'Popiih  Reli^jion  certmnlyis;  {ta  the'conttti^' 
tf  its  profeflbrs;  inafinach  as  we  find,  ^at. 
Aofe  allurements  and  cndow^aments  to  lin^* 
vriikh  are  abfAtutely  condmkrMd  t^  lite  atAy 
4re  ib  agreeable  td  duf  maxims  of  ttie  other.' 
.-■  ■  ■  "  '       '  I 

•iiAe-itUi  cottftttit  pnaicA,  fo«  cteht  ynta  togeflMr;. 
l^drtMnvhwono^  bMh  iiw  ud  «iit  oc,  tb^itiiBe  aMplam- 
^SfinSeSaa.  The  Goitiles.  v.wdl<MCt)rifliiuis.  knew 
0K.ikAs^  and  fome  of  them  complained  thereof  to  faU  Sa*; 
petiors,  who  appcnlited  aDel^te,  of  their  o4ra  Order,' to; 
qpijvire  into  tbe  affiur ;.  bat  tUsOdegate,  for  whatseaTons 
yen  ten  gucTs,  declRiod  Jut  Brother  inoaceat: .  However) 
u  t}ie  nAs  were  fb  ootorionfl;  (buidaboi,  aod  oaia^ata 
cotnioned  fo  loud  and  freqnent  fnm- aaj :^itVtii  tho 
BUwp  wu  forced  tn  eounitte  into  the  grooods  of.  the  ac^ 
tgllk^aa,.  which  he  fbood  too:  vdI6q)pocMlia  enry  re* 
^fSt.  Whilfl he .waicopfidering.  hoM he.flioaM.proce^d 
la  die  cbafltfeaKOt of  tbe  DdiDqaent^  heleantt  tliAt  tho- 
Bbudariiu  of  that  city,  baring  been 'tborosghly  informal 
(^•It  tilde  enonnoui  practices,  had  nnfed  th^  man,  with 
atM^herJcTuit,  to  be  ieized,  and  Arangled  in  prifoOr  tp  ibe . 
KMt  fatisfafHon  of  tbe  GeotUes,  and.  no'  leTa  confs&m  of 
ffitCiirUtiBaa.  Tbe  foregoing  accouni  was  lent  to  Bene- 
4A-^IV^  inaletterfigmtheBKbopafKaakin,  dated  tbe 
«t  of  Mcmnbcr,  1749,  and  ptibUlhed  «t  Roaie  by  tba^ 
^iBiytgaripo ^ Pr^i^guMFidt..  ...:-.  .  ■.  iP 
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to  tbi ,D'ejin£im  of  Monlity.  -^^ 
../fiy.t^stune,X.apprehen^,  enough  hf^  t^lfl 
l^d,  even  in  ^t,  judgmcDt  of  our  moduli 
Apoflles  and  their  followers,  to  difplay  tho 
brightncTs  f£  Popi^  Purity,  and  to  take,«ff'.the 
n^^  iroi^.thore  'xbited  Se^itkbreSt  a  juil  cm^ 
blem  qf;  Hypocrites,  who,  under  the  fpefiious 
^pe^rance  of  Rell^on,  conceal  the  f^mlfsft 
vif^v  Pexhaps  the  Junto  may  have  reafon  .tp 
wUh,  that  Mc.Arnold  had  not  been  provokiod 
to  fay  lb  inuch^  Why  then  would  they,  qot 
lethifi  Motives ,  (or  leaving  their  communipn, 
pi^ls  unce^fured  F  Would,it  nothave  been  a^qfi^ 
fqr  tfieir  owa  xeputatioOf  as  well  as-  tlui;>.4ff 
.  Umuf  church,  to  have  tal^n  fliame  to  tl^fAr 
. ieivcs,  and,  to-  have  fet.dQWn  quietly,  v^ithoi^ 
ftirring  up  the  coals  a-new,  and  nufing  a  ircih 
flanie,  which,  if  it  does  not  confume  the  body 
of  Popery,  has  at  Icaft  melted  off  lb  much-gf 
.thejucus,  whcrcw;ith  the  painted  Harlot'^  j^^^ 
Ava^  fa  thi(^  bcJawbcd,  that  ,inany,  w^.vff^)^ 
enamoured  with  her  arti^cud  beauty,  may  WMf 
perceive  the  native  uglinels  ofher  features.  ■< , 
„"  Beforc'I .  dtpp;  the  prefeiit  Ai^cdl,  g^ypfnp 
leave  to  3^, a. iey^  words  more  withrelbe^ua 
,H  -  n-'s  vindicators.  If  tKey  have  any  thing  to 
f^(;r  more  m^erial  than  what;has  been  hithotD 
.  brpdu<;e4h  rtHcy  are  called  u^on  to  do  it  umoBf 
diatetyj  wtfilfllthe  fa<5ts  averted  in  Mr.  Arnc^ 
•Motivesi  'and  in  .this  Rejoinder. to  their  Rephl^ 
arcffill  frc&.in  every  .one's  Memory,  and-lhjs 
myP^ry  olf  joiquity,  on  \vhich  fide  ibever  it 
lies,  may  ,be.ileared  up.  Tiutli  fears  not-  tlw 
*'ievereu  {crutiny,   and,  howfver  caiumniateik 

...:      .    •  -' wfi 
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will  at  laft  prev^  over  the  artiiiUcft 'od||i6iui« 
tions  of  nulioe  and  iaUhopd*  It  k  poffihle^ 
they  may  have  ibmetfaxng  elfe  in  fkore^  whkb 
*inay  appear,  6}  {ooa  as  meafurqi 
^concerted}  but  let  me  remind  tfaei 
Arnold  alfo  has  ibmediing  in  floie,  of  wfaicli 
he  makes  no  iecret  ^  it  is  a  more  nunute  and 
r^ircumfiantial  account  of  their  iniiunovs  bc^-* 
fvieur,  whidhi  ieveral  Gendemcn,  of  at  Icaft  as 
-great  Jkgacity^  and  ibmewhat,^'^cr  virtue  than 
(fl&y  of  their  Order,  have  ieen  and  read  widi 
liorror.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  an  utter 
ibanger  to  the  Accufer,  as  well  as  ^  Aocofedt 
and  therefore  cannot  be  diaiged  with  i(ny  per-^ 
Ibnai  bias ;  and  thofe  who  know  me,  will  eaCty 
"tielieve,  that  no  other  motive  could^have  in* 
duced  me  to  take  diis  trouble,  but  mat  of  uh« 
fieeeiving  the  Publk.  I  Judge  gnly  fiom  the 
^ftds  and  reafons  alleged  on  both  fides »  by 
comparing  of  which,  it  appears  to  me,  as,  I 
mm  firmly  perfuaded,  it  mim:  do  to  every  one 
elfe,  who  will  judge  with  impartiality,  diat  the 
tme  betn^s  as  evident  marks  of  guilty  as  the 
^other  difcovers  thofe  of  innocence; 

Some,  who  wifh  well  to  the  Jefuits,  feem  to 
"ht  of  opinion,  that  they  have  not  aded  with 
iheir  wonted  fagad^,  in  attempting  to  juftify 
"their  Brother's  conou^t,  before  they  had  got 
^e  necefiary  materials  ready.  Would  it  not 
liave  been  more  prudent,  fay  oth«s,  £o  imitate 
-the  example  of  their  Sovereign  Pontiff,  whq, 
iho'  invefled  with  the  fble  power  of  creating 
Caints,  confers  this  honor  on  no  man,  'nil  his 

Contemn 
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Contemporaries '  have  been  lonjg^  out  of  tfte 

^Hvd^fl  ?' IndeecJ  the  apology  ofFered  for  thibf  jpl- 

[6tiS  Diredof,  is  hot  quite  fo  fatisfe^ory  as  tifc 

tathoHc  Party  could  wifli,  tho',  as  far  as  dii 

be  judged  from  every  circumftance,  'tis  thcbtft 

that  could  be  offered.     But  who  knows  whit 

time  may  produce  ?  How  many  lucky  incidents 

may, concur,  when  the  affair  has  lain  a  while 

dormant  ?  Notwithftanding  the  pre'fent  age  has 

fo  little  profoeft  of  being  favored  with  a  foil 

vindication  of  this  holy  man's  condiift,  may  he 

not  be  propofed  in  the  next,  as  a  pattern  of  an- 

'gelical '  purity,  wheh  no  living  vritnefs  is  left, 

to  call  nis  pcrfonal  charafter  in  queftion  ?  It  is 

fothe  tfme  lince  the  Jefuits  and  their  partifarts  ?n 

'  Frafice,  (peak  of  Father  Girard^  as  a  man  of 

"great   fan6:ity,    notwithftanding  the  criminal 

procefs  of  his  having  debauched  his  Penitent 

Is  printed  and  publilhed  by  authority.     Why 

theft  fliould  not  the  Reverend  Fathers  H — ri, 

^K-ngfl-y,  and  Wh-te,  againft  whom  no  legal 

proOT  as  yet  appears,  flatter  themfelves  with 

"being  put  on  a  par  with  honeft  Girard? 

In  my  next,  I  (hall  take  notice  of  one  mofc 
ftriking  paflage  in  Mr.  Arnold's  Motives,  the 
fubjeft  of  which,  tho'  already  touched  upon  in 
fome  of  the  preceding  letters,  is  of  too  great 
tohfcqucnce  to  the  Public,  to  be  paffcd  over, 
without  a  more  minute  examination ;  and  forry 
1  am,  that  the  multiplicity  of  my  affairs  will 
hot  permit  me  to  enlarge  on  it,  fo  much  as  its 
importance  requires.  However,  the  few  hints 
I  (hall  give,  may  be  of  fomc  ufc,  at  Icaft  in  cx- 
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citing  the  unwary  to  be  more  on  their  gnard, 
by  pointing  out  the  variety  of  trs^s,  which  are 
fet  on  every  fide,  to  draw  them  into  the  deadly 
gripes  of  Popery.     I  am,  Sfr. 


LETTER        XXXI. 

SIR, 

TH  E  paffage  I  promifed  to  take  notice  of, 
m  my  laft,  is  as  follows :  "  I  have,  fays 
Mr.  Arnold,  heard  them  (i.  e.  Popifli'Priefts) 
frequently  boafting,  that  fome  tbouiands  arc 
yearly  converted  in  thefe  kingdoms  j  and  truly, 
confidering  the  great  number  of  Miflionaries 
Ipread  over  the  country,  the  liberties  they  en- 
joy, and  the  indefatigable  pains  they  take  to 
gain  profelyte?,  I  believe  they  do  not  exag- 
gerate/* 

That  the  emiflarles  of  Rome  fwarm  amonsj 
us,  not  only  in  all  fliapes  and  difguifes,  but 
many  alfo,  without  the  Icaft  rcferve,  as  to  tlieir 
real  characters,  is  an  inconteflable  fa£i:.  The 
number  as  well  as  infolence  of  thefe  Incendia- 
ries have  been  long  and  loudly  complained  of, 
tho'  to  very  little  purpofe ;  and  what  profpeS  is 
there  of  feeing  the  one  diminished,  or  the  other 
reprefled,  whilft  their  foreign  Seminaries  arc  lb 
conftantly  fupplied  from  hence  with  frefli  re- 
cruits and  fuch  liberal  contributions,  and  dieir 
unwearied  eftbrts  at  home  meet  with  fo  little 
oppofition,  or  rather  with  an  indulgence  un- 

knowu 
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known  to  our  anceftors  ?  Is  it  to  be  wondeced 
at,  .that  Popery,  with  all  thefe  encouragements, 
ihould  have  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs,  efpecially 
as  the  whole  party  have  the  fame  point  in  view, 
and  join  together  with  fuch  unanimity  in  pro- 
moting the  common  caufe,  as  if  every  indivi- 
dual were  aduated  by  the-fame  foul  ? 

ISTotwithftanding  our  degeneracy,  which  is 
too  vifible,  I  will  not  offer  to  infinuate,  that 
Religion  is  the  laft  or  leaft  concern  of  the  pre- 
fent  age,  iince  fo  many  noble  inftances  can  be 
produced  to  the  contrary.  Yet  flill  it  muft  be 
alloWcd,  that  thofe^  who  call  themfelves  the 
Catholic  Church,  take  much  greater  pains  to 
propagate  Error,  than  the  generality  of  Proteft- 
ants  do,'  in  maintaining  the  Truth;  tho'  at  the 
lame  time  it  is  confefled  by  the  moft  indiffer- 
ent, that,  were  we  all  fo  united  and  folicitous 
as  we  ought  to  be,  in  a  matter  which  fo  nearly 
concerns  us,  we  fhould  flill  have  work  enough 
on  our  hands,  to  ward  off  the  attacks  of  fuch 
refllefs  and  dangerous  enemies. 

With  refpe<5t  indeed  to  certain  tranfadtions, 
which  tend  to  the  fubverfion  of  our  happy  Con- 
fUtution,  the  MifConaries  have  fo  much  regard 
to  their  own  fafety,  as  to  be  lomevyhat  rel'erv- 
ed,  and  fuch  precautions  are  generally  taken, 
that  the  refult  of  tjieir  treafonable  Juntos  is 
feldom  communicated,  except  to  fuch  whofe 
fecrecy  can  be  relied  on.  But  as  to  the  bufinels 
for  which  they  pretend  to  be  fent  hither,  that 
.  is,  to  bring  us  back  again  to  Popery,  tl^cy  make 
.  no  myftciy  of  it  j  tho'  it  can  be  proved  to  a  de- 
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xiibnftratien,  ihat  the  introdudion  of  this  falfe 
and  perfecuting  Rdigion  will  have  the  fame  fa- 
til  cfFedt  on  our  Liberties,  and  that  Popery  muft 
iiiAturaliy  end  in  Slavery;  &>  that  were  it  only 
.from  a  political  principle,  it  highly  imports  us 
to  life  all  poffible  means  to  prevent  its  growAi 
^-    The  two  more  immediate  caufes  of  its  pro- 
grefs  have  been  already  taken  nooce  of,  w2j. 
-  dit' fending  of  British  Subjcdts  to  thofe  peftilent 
Seminaries  abroad,  and  die  fpiriting  <away  of 
C3i3dren  from  their  Parents,  to  be  apprenticed 
m  placed  out  to  Popi(h  mailers  and  mi(be(Ies 
at  home.    Could  Ibme  method  be  found  oat  to 
'^t  in  execution  the  laws  provided  againft  ti^e 
former  practice,  it  might,   in  good  meafurc, 
prevent  the  frequency  of  the  latter,  byftrikmg 
4kt  the  root  of  the  evil.     But  as  this  nouft  be  left 
«o  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflatore,  I  ihaH  pro- 
•ceed  to  a  Abort  detail  of  ibme  other  ftratagems, 
ufed  with  thoie  of  riper  years,  which,  as  infig- 
nificant  as  they  may  ieem,  are  attended  with 
fach  aftonifhing  fuccefs,  as  would  appear  iii- 
.  credible  to  thoie  who  do  not  lee  the  Mais- 
;houfes  lb  thronged. 

Whenever  a  PopiOi  Prieft  has  a  defign  on 
any  particular  perfon,  the  firft  thing  be  does, 
after  having  contracted  an  acqaiaintance  with 
him,  is  to  infinuate  himfdf  into  his  good  (/pi- 

•  nion,  being  Icnfible  that  'tis  not  hisbufinefe  to 
Convince  tlic  underftanding,  but  to  gaifi  ori  the 
affciSions.     This  fort  of  men  are  very  cautious 

■  of  entering  immediately  on  religious  tdpi^is,  ex- 

•  ccpt  in  geik^ral  terms,  till  by  diligent  bbferva- 
'  tion 
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tion  they  have  difcdvercd  the  temper  and  4^p>* 
iition  of  their  intended  Prolelyte,  according; to. 
which  the  attack  is  formed.  They  nqw  t>egj|a 
to  caft  out  fome  fly  hints  about  the  CatJiQlic 
Church,  and  the  infinite  confequence  of  being 
within  its  pale  ;  which,  like  fo  niany  latent 
darts,  they  know,  will  pierce  deep,  when 
other  arguments  come  to  drive  them  on,  as  an 
ingenious  author  has  remarked.  The  great 
concern  they  expre&  for  the  falvation  of  fouls, 
which,  as  they  iniinuate,  are  {q  miferably  de- 
luded, and  in  imminent  danger  of  periihing 
everlaftingly,  the  grave  and  folemn  air  d)ey 
put  on,  their  fervent  ejaculations,  accompanied 
perhaps  with  fighs  and  tears,  fcldom  fail  of 
making  an  impreflion  on  fuch  as  are  devoutly 
inclined.  Even  the  loofe  and  irreligious  are 
apt  to  be  touched  with  fuch  an  extraordinary 
Ibpw  of  zeal,  which  appears  to  come  froiji  t)ie 
heart.  It  feems  iippoifib^e  to  Xheqn,  that  ipen^ 
who  fpeak  fo  fefilingly^  flipuld  not  be  in  car- 

When  by  thef?  ploiis  trifjks  the  roa4  is 
paved,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  party  fully,  dif- 
covt:i:ed,  'tis  then  time  to  begin  a  formal  attacks 
To  thofe  of  a  ferious  turn,  it  is  inlinuated,  that, 
whi^rea^  God  recommends  fome  things,  only  by 
way  of  counfel,  PcQtQftaqts,  by  teaching  tijen^ 
as  absolute  comimindsj  take  away  ail  die  merit 
of  our  performances,  which  is  much  greater 
when  we  are  left  free,  than  when  obliged 
to  them  under  penalties.  To  tliofe  of  a  differ- 
ent diipofitioD,  it  is  urged,  that  the  road  to  Hea- 
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vcn  is  not  fo  difficult  as  we  make  it>  by  re- 
quiring of  Chriflians  what  God  never  com- 
manded ;  that  we  impede  not  only  unneceflary 
duties,  but  luch  as  are  utterly  impradbcable,  by 
preaching  up  univerlal  holinels,  a  thing  not  to 
be  attained  in  tliis  lifej  which  renders  people 
carelels  or  defperate ;  that,  after  all,  when  a 
man,  through  human  frailty,  has  fallen  into 
mortal  lin,  the  Catholic  Church,  like  an  indul- 
gent Mother,  has  appointed  Confeflion  and 
Abfolution,  an  inlUnt  and  mod  eliicaciQus  re- 
medy, which  we  neither  have,  nor  pretend  to- 
Thefe  agreeable  baits  are  fwallowed  with  equal 
greeiiinefs  by  both  parties  ;  the  one  flatters  him- 
Iclf  with  tlic  profpccl  of  meriting  mere  by  his 
uncommanded  obedience :  the  other  rejoices  at 
bein?  informed  of  an  eaber  w-av  to  Heaven 
than  that  of  fuicerc  repenfcncc  and  change  of 
life«  and  that  he  may  keep  his  Lns  here,  and 
yet  expect  happincfs  hercaner. 

To  thofe  who  are  delighted  wlih  pomp  and 
porace,  they  are  perp^uiily  taikir.g  ci  their 
iVatelv  and  ma^ninc^nt  Churches  ^ibrcad,  adon:- 
ed  w:ch  ib  manv  e!itterir>«  alra.-s.  thdr  excui- 
lire  p:c:ure?  and  liansef,  the  raviihin?  harcTrnv 
ot  thr»r  \xval  a.nd  iaf: runic ncai  mjiic,  the  vi- 
rierv  o:  r:v:h  vcmrer.is  the  cclllv  lil^-cr  iiinrs 
and  cirdieiticks,  6v.  Thcle  ihir.z?,  i:  i=  rue, 
have  :o  lit^e  conrec'cioa  with  the  Go4p<i\ 
that  ore  wculi  w.  rroer,  how  ar.v  r^uczol  cr^::- 

« 

t-ire  ihctiKi  b;r  :r.\i-ced  to  embc^Ji  2  rcLl. 
g!on*  iCr  the  use  j.5  ttWh  tr*£i?*  let  "u fi- 
bers d:we  aii;.  whc£e  ieiiKs  LiTi  b<er.  10  ex- 
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tremely  afFedled  with  jhefe  mechanical  incen- 
tives  to  devotion,  as  to  be  raifed  into  a  kind  of 
extafy,  which  they  miftook  for  an  heavenly 
rapture.  I  know  many  among  us,  who  are  fo' 
charmed  with  the  Popifli  ceremonies,  as  to  at- 
fign  no  other  reafon  for  the  motive  of  their  con- 
verfion.  .Indeed,  if  outward  fplendor  be  a  mark 
of  the  true  Church,  as  the  moft  learned  Papifts 
affirm,  men  of  this  turn  may  well  be  difgufted 
at  the  nakednefs  and  fimplicity  of  ours.  We 
readily  own,  that  our  Religion,  however  it 
may  deferve  the  preference  in  point  of  ortho- 
doxy, Is  not  near  fo  fine  as  theirs. 

Should  any  one  happen  to  flart  a  fcruple» 
with  regard  to  the  controverted  points,  the  an- 
fwer  is  ready,  to  wit,  that  all  antiquity  is  on 
their  fide.  If  the  Fathers  are  produced  againft 
them,  to  fhew  the  novelty  of  their  dodlrines, 
they  either  deny  that  fuch  authors  wrote  the 
books,  out  of  which  the  pafiages  are  quoted, 
or  infift,  that  the  words  have  been  foiH-ed  in 
by  Proteftahts  ;  and,  when  neither  of  thefe 
fubterfugcs  will  ferve,  the  laft  rcfource  is,  to 
affirm,  that  the  Church,  which  cannot  err,. has 
always  interpreted  them  in  a  quite  ditfercnt 
fenfe,  to  confirm  which,  they  refer  to  fbme 
forged  books,  perhaps  of  the  very  Author  id 
queftion. 

As  they  make  fo  free  both  with  Scripture 

and  Fathers,  to  eflablifh  the  belief  of  their  own 

.corrupt  doi^rines,  fo  they  take  the  fame  liberty 

in  mifreprefenting  ours.  They  invent  erroneous 

opinions  for  us,  in  order  to  expofe  tlieir  falfi- 

E  e  4  ty. 
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ty,  which  they  find  a  much  eafief  taflc  thair  to 
refute  our  real  ones.     Thus  they  treated  the 
ancient  Albigenfcs^  and  thus  they  treat  the  mou 
derh  Protefknts,  who  are  equally  calumniated, 
and  equally  perfecuted.      For  my  own  part, 
1  never  faw  a  fmgle  Popifh  Author,  whb  has 
treated  exprcfly  on  this  fubjed,  whbfe  account 
toth  of  tne  one  and  the  other,  was  not  firll 
jraught  with  the  moft  glaring  calumnies. 
.    Nothing  is  more  frequent  in  the  mouths  of 
thefc  men,  than  to  boafi  among  their  own  par- 
ty, and  even  to  fuch  Proteftants  as,  they  are 
iure,  cannot  contradid:  them,  that  all  the  for* 
gcries  charged  on  their  Church,   have  been 
proved  to  be  groundlefs  inventions  of  their  ene- 
mies I  hilt,  as  to  thofe  laid  to  our  charge,  that 
we  were  never  able  to  dear  ourfelves  ;  that  we 
are  fb  confcious  of  the  weaknefs  of  our  caufe, 
as  to  be  afraid  to  difpute  with  theiti,  and  wbeti 
a  conference  cannot  be  declined,    that  we  are 
always  bafHed  and  confounded.     Thofe  books 
of  theirs,  which  have  been  anfwered  an  hun- 
dred times,  are  referred  to,  as  unanfwcrablc ; 
apd,  in  cafe  the  very  ihfvvers  are  produced,  'tis 
all,   f^y  they,   mere  cavil  and  ic^hiftrv^  and^ 
tho*  unworthy  of  the  leaft  regard,  has .  open  fo 
fully  expofcd  by  Catholic  writers;  that  the  au- 
thors themfelves  have  acknowleged  the  fallacy 
of  their  own  arguments.    Thus  thfe  fame  ob- 
jeftions  are  eternally  repteated,  with  filch  little 
regard  to  their  confutation,  as  .tho'  every  Pro- 
teltaht  ilood  ielf-cQhdemhed ;  and  as  all  this 
is  pronounced  wiUi  the  Uthioft  confidence,  'ti^ 

readily 


.    Wfdjirts  of  gaining  Profelytes.  ^      42^ 

rcadily  fwaltowed  by  the  ignorant  and  c're^'ui^ 
lousl  i  have  heard  fevcral  Converts  of  diis 
ftamp  dcclalring,  that  it  would  be  uncharitable 
as  well  as  unjuft  to  fuppofe,  that  men  of  fuch 
zeal  and  fan&ity  would  offer  to  deceive  them^ 
in  affirming  for  truth  what  they  knew  to  b? 
otherwife.  In  fhort,  tho'  the  cleared  evidence 
fhould  be  produced  of  fraud  and  double-dealr 
ing,  they  are  refolved  to  believe  nothing  but 
what  their  Priefts  tell  them. 

Thefe  crafty  Miffionaries  find  by  experience^ 
that  it  makes  a  wonderful  impreflion  on  fom$ 
minds,  to  infinuate,  that  the  generality  of  oUr 
people  defire  nothing  fo  earneftly  as  to  be  re- 
conciled to  the  Church  of  Romfe,  fh)m  whid& 
they  art  only  deterred  by  worldly  motives. 
When  this  impudent  calumny  fails,  the  next 
artifice  is,  to  expatiate  on  the  auflefe  lives  of 
their  owft  Clergy,  and  the  loofenefs  of  ours^ 
not  forgetting  to  exert  their  whole  rhetoric  oa 
the  angelkal  celibacy  of  the  former,  and  th( 
"Wicked  tnitrlmohy  of  the  latter,  which,  befide^ 
gratifying  die  calls  of  the  fleih,  (an  indulgence^ 
•which  Cathoik  Priefts  abhor  the  very  thoughjt 
of)  brings  on  fuch  an  incumbrance  of  wives 
and  children,  as  totally  difqualifies  them  for  the 
Minifterial  Office,  fuppofing  they  had  any  pr<Sr 
tence  to  a  valid  Ordination.      . 

-Another  trick,  not  tmfirquently  pra6lifed» 
is,  to  intimidate  thofe,  who  threaten  to  com-> 
plain  to  a  Magiftrate  of  the  infolent  and  diforr 
derly  behaviour  of  certain  Popifli  Priefts,  who 
infeft  their  tici^bourhood^  with  the  coM  r^ 

ception 
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ccption  fiich  kiad  of  informations  will  certainly 
meet  with.  To  fhike  the  greater  terror  on  thefc 
cccafions,  they  even  go  fo  far  as  to  infinqate, , 
that  the  court  itfelf  has  moft  fevereiy  lepri'^ 
manded  fome  bufy  pragmatical  Parfons^  who 
have  attempted  to  difturb  Priefts  in  the  exerciie 
of  their  funftions.  All  our  Miniftry,  if  you. 
will  believe  themj  are  entirely  in  the  Catholic 
intereft,  from  a  full  conviction  that  Papifts  are 
the  befl;  fubjeifls  the  King  has.  Many  flories 
of  this  kind  are  told,  with  the  utmoft  confi- 
dence, to  the  great  aftonifhment  of  fome  un- 
tliinking  Proteftants.  Now  tho'  I  am  firmly 
perfuaded,  as  every  one  of  common  fenf;  mull 
be,  that  the  latter  infmuations  have  not  the 
leaft  probability  to  fupport  them,  yet,  as  to  the 
former,  they  are  not  quite  fo  groundlefs  as  I 
could  wifh.  I  am  acquainted  with .  a  worthy 
clergyman,  in  a  village  not  far  diftant  from 
London,  who  has  ailured  me  himfelf,  that,  on 
his  applying  to  a  Juftice  of  the  peace,  in  order 
to  check  the  impudence  of  a  Popifh  Priefl,  who 
went  about  openly  perverting  his  Parifhioners, 
he  met  with  fuch  a  reception  as  he  little  ex- 
pefted. 

Not  content  with  aijperiing  the  living,  the 
dead  cannot  efcape  them,  of  whom  whether 
they  fpeak  well  or  ill,  they  know  how  to  draw 
from  each  fome  advantage  to  themfelves.  For 
in  cafe  any  particular  divine  of  our  Churdi,  or 
any  other  but  their  own,  be  named,  againil 
whofe  morals  no  objedion  lies,  they  are  wont 
to  aflert^  as  undoubted  fad,  that  he  died  a 

good 


and  Arts  of  gaining  VroftlyUu  '      427. 

good  Catholic,  nor  does  it  fignify  what  vouch-/ 
ers  are  produced  to  the  contrary,  fincc  they- 
have  others  in  ftere  to  prove  the  aflertion.  As 
to  thofe  who  are  allowed  on  all  hands  to  have 
perfiftied  in  thdr  hereiy  to  the  laft  moment, 
the  moft  hideousr  reports  are  raifed  of  their  mi- 
ferable  exits;  Father  FauU  for  inflance,  had 
his  bed  furrounded  with  black  dogs,  and  ex- 
pired with  horrid  blafphemies,  howling  and 
foaming  at  the  mouth,  huiber  and  Calvin 
were  torn  in  pieces  by  a  legion  of  Devils,  who 
left  behind  them  an  inlufFerabie  flench  of 
brimftone. 

As  the  ilories  of  their  numerous  converfions 
here,  (which,  tho'  too  well  grounded,  are 
much  exaggerated,  in  order  to  draw  in  frefli 
profelytes)  prove  fo  fuccefsful,  it  may  be  eafily 
concluded,  what  an  handle  they  make  of  the 
foreign  nations  converted  by  their  Miffionaries^ 
thoV  in  effect,  all  the  laboured  narratives,  pub- 
liHied  on  this  head,  have  fcarce  a  fingle  word 
of  truth  ifi  them.  Indeed  the  mighty  Empires 
of  Ethiopia,  China,  Japan,  and  both  Indies, 
make  a  pompous  found,  and  eaAly  gull  the  igno« 
rant  3  but  luch  as  can  diilinguidi  between  reality 
and  fidtion,  are  fufiiciefitly  convinced,  that  the 
acdouhts  they  have  given  us  of  thofe  diflant 
countries,  deferve  little  more  credit  than  the 
Golden  Legend.  All  the  world  knows,  whan 
pains  they  took  to  convert  the  Ethiopians  from 
ChHftianity  to  Popery,  and  to  what  the  mif- 
carriage  of  fo  pious  a  defign  is  to  be  imputed. 
I'hat  country/  iic  is  cert^n,  remains  as  fulL  of 
.    "  Chriflians 
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Chriftiaas  as  ever,  but  I  beKnre,  it  would  be 
no  eafy  matter  to  find  a  iingle  Pa]^    in  it 
'Tis  no  Ids  notorious,  how  wdl  the  Gofpcl  has 
been  propagated  by  the  Jefutts  both  in  China 
and  Japan :  In  the  former,  'tis  ta  blended  with 
idolatry,  (I  do  not  mean  diePbpiih,  but  down- 
right Pagan  Idolatry,  condemned  by  die  Chuidi 
of  Rome  itfelf )  that  'tis  much  to  be  doubted, 
whether  there  is  a  real  Convert  in  the  vidiole 
Empire.  In  the  latter,  the  very  name  of  Chrift 
is  held  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence  by  the  Nft* 
lives,  which  is  wholly  owing  to  the  avarice  and 
impious  arts  of  thofe  who  pretended  to  be  his 
Apoftles.     As  to  the  Indies,    both  Eaft  and 
Weft,  they  have,  it  is  true,  taken  a  great  deal 
of  pains,  but,  if  thofe  of  their  own  communion 
are  to  be  credited,  it  was  not  fo  much  in  the 
quality  of  Preachers,  as  of  Merchants  and  Tra- 
ders.    In  what  manner  the  Faith  has  been 
planted  in  America,  let  die  Spanifh  Hiftories 
witnefs.     Indeed  fo  many  millions  of  the  Na-* 
tives  have  been  extirpated,  that  few  are  now 
left  to  be  converted)  ajtid  many  think,  that 
even  thefc  few  reap  6>  little  benefit  from  th^r 
Inftrudors,  that  they  might  as  weU  have  been 
left  in  their  primitive  ignorance.    For  furcly, 
fiiy  they,  two  fticln  plaoed  ^ro/S*W7yx,  which  is 
all  the  Savages  have  been  taught  to  worflnp,  in 
many  parts  of  the  new  world,  are  no  better* 
adapted  to  give  them  a  juft  idea  of  our  holy 
Rdigioo,  than  one  of  their  old  wooden  Idol^. 
in  (bMMt,  if  there  are  any  «eal  Converts  in  tfaoie 
vaft  .regioB6>  that  i8>  fuch  as  have  a.right  no- 
tion 
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don  of  Chriftianity,  the^  cnay  diank  thej^ro* 
teftants  for  it.  Yet  notwhk  dandiQg  the  forger 
ries  on  this  head  are  fo  paipable^  as  to  excite 
contempt  or  laughter,  in  every  one  of  the  leaft 
penetration^  they  raife  in  our  illiterate  rabble 
the  higheft  veneraticm  for  a  Church,  which,  by 
dint  of  miracles,  as  they  are  aiTured,  has  al- 
moft  driven  Paganifm  out  of  the  world. 
'  Another  trick  is,  to  deceive  unwary  Proteft* 
ants  with  a  fhew  of  feigned  Converts,  where 
real  are  wanting.  Some  good  Catholic,  for 
inftance,  is  inftrudled  to  perfbnate  a  Proteftant, 
and,  after  having  infinuated  himfeif  into  the 
acquaintance  df  ibme  of  the  fame  Religion,  firft 
Co  pretend  certain  fi:ruples  of  confcience,  then 
to  feem  convinced  by  degrees  of  his  err(H*s, 
and  at  length  to  be  reconciled  to  the  Church  he 
never  left.  I  could  give  you  fome  Ariking  in- 
•ftances  of  this  infamous  hypocrify,  as  well  as 
of  the  credulity  of  dhoie  wha  were  perverted  by 
iuch  means. 

It  is  a*  common  thing  with  them  to  aflc  a  P-ro- 
-teflant,  who  perhaps  knows  no  more  of  his  own 
Religion  than  he  does  of  Popeiy,  what  Mira- 
cles or  Saints  we  have  to  boaft  of,  iince  the  Re- 
formatuon.     When  they  find  him  embarrafied 
at  fuch  a  queftion,  in  order  to  make  the  deeper 
.  impreffion,  they  refer  him  to  the  Romifh  Ga« 
Jetidar,  which  is  io  crouded  with  Saints,  that 
''!tliey:jofUe,  as  it  w&re,  with  each  other,  there 
being  "fometimcs  five  or  fix  clapt  together  on 
one  day,  .to  (ay  nothing  of  Urfula^  and  the  ele^^ 
^ixnthufaHdiFifgms^   her  companions^   who 
t^'ji?  are 
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are  all  tainted  in  the  lump,  is  it  can  fcarce  b 
fuppofed,  that  the  refpe^ve  qualifications  c 
each  were  examined  with  the  (Widnefs  of  mo 
dern  Canonization.  But  this,  inftead  of  bein 
any  bbjeftion,  only  ferves  to  (hew  how  far  th 
power  of  an  infalUbte  Church  extends.  Hoi 
naked  does  our  Calender  aj^ar,  wherein  fcarc 
more  than  a  iingle  Saint  is  to  be  feen  for  eac! 
month  !  Arid  even  thefe  few,  it  feeins,~w 
have  fio  juft  claim  to,  as  they  ore  all  abfolutel 
Popifti  property ! 

If  our  Saints  are  fo  few,  what  ftiall  wc  ia 
to  the  article  of  Miracles,  which  Catholics  hav 
fuch  infinite  ftore  of,  whereas  Proteilants  d 
not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  any  ?  Thefe  tw 
points  well  urged,  can  fcarce  fail  of  convincin: 
the  moil  refi:a(Sory,  how  much  their  churcl 
exceeds  ours  in  the  marvellous  and  ailoniOiln^ 
Should  this  powerful  argument  not  do  the  bufi 
riefs  cffedually,  how  alarming  it  is  to  be-  told 
that  our  BJfhops  are  but  mere  Laymen  *,  confe 
quently  that  wc  have  no  Priefthocd,  no  Sacra 
ments  among  us,  and  are  deprived  of  the  adcra 
ble  Sacrifice,  and  all  the  fpiritual  benefits  enjoy 
cd  by  Catholics  ?  Such  big-founding  word 
frighten  fome  people,  as  much  as  fiftitiou 
Miracles  and  romantic  Le^nds  lull  others  inti 
the  fnare. 

•  The  talc  of  the  Nag's-head  confecration  has  been  i 
iDduflrioudy  propagated,  that  the  generality  of  PaplH 
look  on  it  as  Gpfpel.  I  bare  heard  one  of  their  Femal 
MiiEonaries  faj^og,  in  a  ftage-coach,  that  a  dog  had  a 
much  'power  lo'co^fir  (^ders,  S3  the  bed  of  our  Clergy. 

I  A 
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As  the  artifices  of  PojMfh  Priefts  arc  too  nu- 
merous to  be  brought  within  the  compafs  of  a 
letter,  I  (hall  mention  but  one  more.  When 
they  hear  the  Bible  named  with  reverence  by 

■  any  one  whom  they  intend  to  pervert,  in  cafe 
they  apprehend,  it  would  give  too  much  offence 
to  fpeak  of  it  in  fuch  difrelpedlful  terms  as  Ca- 
tholics are  wont  to  do,  or  even  to  infift,  that 
'tis  no  rule  of  faith,  without  their  Church's  in- 
terpretation, the  cuftom  is,  to  complain  that 
our  Tranflation  is  not  only  erroneous,  but  de-. 
fignedly  corrupted*  If  to  this  it  be  replied,  that 
then  it  ought  to  be  cotre6ted,  and  that  'tis  the 
duty  as  well  as  undoubted  right  of  every  Chri- 
ftian  to  confult  thcfe  facred  oracles,  they  recom- 

■  mend,  as  the  only  method  of  fatisfying  fo  im- 
pertinent and  dangerous  a  curiolity,  the -R/v/V«r//i& 

'  or  Douay  Tranflation,  with  fuch  a  Catholic 
commentary  fubjoined,  that  the  genuine  fenfc 
is  as  efiedlually  hid  from  the  reader,  fo  far  at 
leaft  as  concerns  the  points  in  difpute,  as  if  it 
ftiU  remained  in  the  original  languages.  For, 
in  fhort,  the  Holy  Scripture,  in  any  vulgar 
tongue,  and  in  what  manner  foever  difguifcd, 
tho*  there  be  a  neceflity  of  conniving  at  it  in 
fome  countries,  was  never  approved  by  the 
Apofiolic  Sce^  which  has  been  always  ready 
enough  to  indulge  its  children  in  any  liberty, 
except  that  of  reading  the  pure  word  of  God  *. 

Indeed, 

*  'Tis  generally  fuppofed,  that  the  Bible  is  held  in  more 
reverence  by  French  PaplAs»  than  by  chofe  of  other  Popifli 
cOtiQtrie$  :  but  let  aoy  one  perufe  /in  hi/iorLal  Memorial  of 

the 
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Indeed,  with  jegard  to  our  £rkiili  psoyfely tes. 
it  is  doing  thorn  no  more  than  jumce  to  ac- 
knowlqge,  that  they  defirc  no  fuch  liberty  s  foj 
I  h^ve  genei:aUy  obferved,  that,  when  they  arc 
.  once  beconie  thorough  Papiftsj  even  thefe  darl( 
tranilatioos  are  thrown  afide.  The  Rofary  oi 
our  blefled  Lady  is  fu^ftituted  in  the  roocn  oi 
.  the  Gofpel,  and  every  thing  for  the*  futun 
taken  from  their  Prieils  on  truA. 

Popery,  in  fine,  has  powerful  allurements 

'  for  men  of  all  complexions :  it  has  miracles  ir 

.  ftore,  fiiificiqut  for  the  moO:  credulous ;  it  has 

.  vidons  enough  for  the  moft  enthiifiaftic ;  it  hai 

ceremonies  .enough  for  the  moft  fuperflitious. 

the  moji  remarkable  proceedings  againft  the  Prctefiants  oj 
France y  from  the  year  1744  /o  1752,  aiid  he  will  foon  tx 

•  convinced,  that  Popery  is  always  the  fame.  It  appean 
from  t^is  Memorial,  and  the  authcatic  pieces  apncxed,  that 
befldes  the  many  recent  inilances  of  dragooning,  plunder 
ing,  and  murdering  thofe  innocent  people  in  cold  blood 
little  Icfs  inferior  to  the  barbarities  exercifed  on  their  an- 

:  ceftors  in  the  fame  parts  of  France,  one  Stephen  ^rmafid 
being  apprehended,  at  a  place  called  Dieulcfit^  for  having 
inftrudcd  Yputh  in  the  fiaging  of  pfaims,  was  cond^macc 
by  the  Parliament  to  the  gallies  forlife,  aficr  having  tieei 
publicly  expofed  in  the  Hinksy  with  a  Neiv  Tefiamcnt  am 
Pfalter  found  upon  him,  which  underwent  the  fame  igno 
minious  treatment,  being  alfo  put  in  the  Stocks  with  him 
and  equally  expofed  to  the  contempt  and  deiifion  of  tlit 
rabble.  As  ftiocking  as  this  inftance  may  feem,  yet  the  fa 
cred  book,  no  lefs  than  its  owners,  has  been  treated,  or 

.  other  occafions,  by  thofe  cruel  Bigots,  with  ftill  greater  fc 
verity.  Several  MinKtei  s  have  been  aftually  put  to  death 
for  no  other  crime  but  preaching  theGofpel,and  the  Gofpc 

,  itfelf.  becaufe  it  fpoke  the  vulgar  language,  burnt  by  th( 
common  Hangman. 

and 
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flod  'sa  ^ndie&  variety  of  pompous  fhevs  fi)r 
the  vnlgdlr :  itihai  an  esfy  way  of  going  to  H(»- 
vea  ibr  the  Libertine,  and  fdf-fufEciencyy  ipi- 
ritiui  pndCy  •  and  works  of  fupererogation,  for 
the  devout.  And  as  to  the  noiore  penetrating, 
who  fecredy  laugh  at  ail  thefe  things,  it  has  not 
only  riches  and  honors  to  tempt  them,  far  be- 
yond Proteftantifm,  but  the  inexplicable  jargon 
of  School-Divinity  to  keep  them  in  counte- 
nance. No  wonder  that  a  Church,  whofc 
grandeur  is  built  on  the  vices  and  JFoUies  of 
mankind,  fhould  gain  fuch  ground  on  ours  as 
it  does. 

I  fiiall  trouble  you  with  one  more  letter  on 
this  fubjedt,  and  am,  Cfr. 


LETTER        XXXIL 

5  7  1?, 

BEFORE  I  proceed  to  a &rther  detail  of 
the  caufes  to  which  Popery  owes  its  pre- 
fent  growth,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fay  a  word 
or  two  concerning  Popi(h  Loyalty.  It  is  gene- 
rally believed,  that  any  man,  whatever  his  re- 
ligious tenets  are,  may  be  a  f^thful  fubjeA. 
This  I  can  readily  grant,  with  refpedt  to  thofe 
of  all  other  denominations,  except  Papifls.  My 
reafon  is,  that  all  the  inflances,  which  can  be 
produced  of  their  peaceable  deportment,  in  twtj 
period  iince  the  Reformation,  being  contrary 
to  their  avowed  principles,  are  to  be  looked 

Ff  upon 
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upon  as  no  more  than  a  temporary  obedience, 
and  confequently  never  to  be  relied  on.  Their 
Priefts  indeed  fometimes  tell  them»  that  'tis  re- 
quiiite,  as  diings  arc  circumftanced,  to  adt  fo 
prudently  as  to  give  no  offence ;  and,  to  quiet 
fuch  confciences  as  might  be  too  icrupulous  at 
conforming  to  a  practice  which  they  condemn 
in  their  hearts,  it  is  infmuated,  that  his  Holi- 
nefs  has  granted  a  difpenfation  for  fuch  outward 
compliance,  which,  however,  is  always  to  be 
underftood,  as  no  longer  necefiary,  than  the 
|Trefent  circumflances  require. 

That  this  is  a  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  will  evi- 
dently appear  from  a  feft,  which  is  too  noto- 
rious to  admit  of  the  leaft  difpute.     AH  the 
world  knows,  that,  in  the  famous  Bull,  Ca^na 
'Domini y  which  is  ftill  folemnly  published  every 
year  at  Rome,  the  greater  excommunication  is 
denounced  againft  all  fuch  as  fubjedl  the  Clergy 
to  fecular  juftice,  againft  every  one,  of  what 
rajik  or  degree  foever,  who  .harbour  heretics, 
or  read  fo  much  as  two  or  three  lines  in  dieir 
books,  who  binder  appeals  to  Rome,  or  in- 
terrupt Priefts  in  the  exercife  of  their  fundlions, 
and  efpecially  againft  fuch  as  poiTefs  church- 
lands  and  goods  *.     From  hence  it  is  clear, 
that  not  only  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  hut  the  bulk  of  the  whole  nation,  ftand 
excommunicated,  and  every  one  abfolved,  as 
for  as  a  papal  Bull  can  do  it,  from  his  oath  of 

*  Vide  Card.  Tolct.  Inftitut.  Sacerdot.  c.  20. 

■       '     ■  alle- 
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Allegiance  :  tho'  as  to  this  latter  pointy  it  ought 
to  be  noted,  that  Papifts  have  no  need  of  ab- 
fblution,  fince  they  refufe  taking  the  oath  of 
Allegiance,  nd  lefs  than  thofc  of  the  Teft  and 
Abjuration  *.  Tis  impoflible  for  fuch  men  to 
be  loyal  to  their  Prince,  till  they  renounce  their 
dependance  on  a  foreign  power,  arid  this,  we 
are  affured,  they  neither  will  nor  can  do,  fo 
long  as  the  Pope's  fupremacy  is  an  article  of 
their  faiths  But  to  proceed  with  the  principal 
fubjeft  of  our  letter. 

Befides  the  various  artifices  made  ufe  of,  in 
gaining  profelytes,  of  which  you  have  had  a 
fmall  fpecimen  in  my  laft,  it  is  to  be  particu- 
larly noted,  that,  as  the  Catholic  caufe  might 
fuffer  for  want  of  money,  there  are  Funds 
cftabliflied  for  every  occaiion  that  offers.  One 
of  the  chief  branches,  as  already  remarked,  is 
appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  fuch  Youth 
as  are  intended  for  the  miflion,  and  the  next 
for  placing  out  fervants  and  apprentices  to  Po- 
pifh  mailers  and  miffa-efTes.  Another  branch  is 
applied  to  the  educating  of  girls  in  foreign 
Nunneries,  who,  when  duly  inftrudled,  are 
lent  home,  and,  if  poflible,  married  to  Proteft- 
ants,   whereby  the  whole  family  is  generally 

*  Thfcre  arc  many  exceptions  to  this  general  rule,  which 
is  not  to  be  >¥ondcreil  at,  fince  the  Pope,  we  know,  claims 
a  power  of  difpenfing  with  oaths,  that  is,  not  only  of 
granting  licence  to  break  fuch  as  have  been  taken  bonuJiJe^ 
but  to  take  others,  without  Intention  of  keeping  them,  any 
farther  than  fuit?  tl^  prefent  conveniency. 

Ff  z  fccured. 
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fccurcd  *.  I  could  produce  fev6ral  infttncay 
of  the  great  fucccfe  of  this  method.  There  if 
a  peculiar  branch  appointed  for  relieving  th<^ 
neceffitous,  who  are  moft  liable  to  temptation, 
efpecially  prifoncrs,  not  excepting  thole  in  New- 
gate itfeif :  but  this  rejief  condnqes  no  longer 
than  till  they  are  ^oroughly  reduced.  For 
tho'  nothbg  can  b^  more '^ardent  than  Popifli 
charity,  whilft  the  work  of  converiio|i  is  going 
forward,  nothing  Cool^s  fooner,  when  it  h  oom« 
pleted.  How  many  have  I  feen,  both  at  hom<^ 
and  abroad,  who  were  highly  carefled,  till  they 
became  good  Catholics>  and  afterwards  \tk  to 
beg  their  bread ! 

Another  principal  branch  is  employed  tD4» 
wards  fupporting  the  «/V,  and  erefting  nev^ 
Mafs-houfes,  in  every  convenient  quarter  of 
th^  Capital,  particularly  in  5f .  Giles\  MoorfieUs^ 
Rofemary-'liine^  Rotherhitke^  &<?.  and  paying  the 
fwarm  of  Priefts  and  Fryars,  who  therein  offi- 
ciate. Some  of  thefe  Mafs-houfes,  you  may 
perceive,  are  in  fuch  parts  of  the  town,  that  it 
can  fcarce  be  fuppofed,  they  are  under  the  pro* 
teftion  of  any  foreign  Minifter  \  and  even  fup- 
poling  they  claim  luch  protection,  it  ought  to 
be  conlidered,  that  op  Minifter  has  a  dght  tp 

^  Mfttriages  between  Paplfts  aod  Protcftaats  are  not  un< 
frequeoc  in  England,  in  which  c^e  the  cfaUdFe^.  oq  de- 
cease of  the  latter,  are  almoll  always  brought  up  in  tl>e 
.  religion  of  the  Survivors.  It  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  tha^  a 
iaw  were  made  here,  to  prevent  fuch  marriages,  as  in  Ire- 
hnd,  or  at  kaft  to  take  A)ch  chil4l«ti»  b3  have  been  e4u- 
cated  Proteftants,  out  of  die  ha|ids  of  their  FopiHi  Parents. 

grant 


grant  ^Q  the  natives  of  the  country  he  refides  ia» 
what  the  laws  abfolutely  prohibit ;  and  that  the 
iMte  propo(il  of  our  enjoying  the  fame  privilege 
*  ifi  Pojpini  ^cottQtriea»  would  be  received  with 
the  utmoil  icorn  and  indignation.  Be  it  as  it 
will,  otie  thing  is  indubitablei  that  thefe  har- 
bours of  diiloyal^  and  fuperilition,  by  what 
meam  foever  ere&ed,  or  by  whomfoever  fup- 
ported,  are  as  publicly  frequented  as  moft  of 
our  Pariiii-Churches,  and  not  only  of  perni- 
cious confequence  to  their  refpedtive  neighbour- 
hoods^ but  to  the  whole  nation. 

There  are  like  wile  no  inconfiderable  funds 
to  encourage  the  writing  and  printing  of  new 
Popiih  books,  and  reprinting  of  old  ones ;  nor 
will  you  be  furpriz^^  that  thofe,  who  have 
employed  their  pens  againil  the  Proteftant  Re- 
ligion, and  the  eftabli/hed  Church  in  particu- 
lar»  ihouid  be  amply  rewarded  out  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Stoek.  The  laborious  Father  B-tUry  no 
doubti  merited  a  more  than  ordinary  premium 
&>T  his  Lives,  of  tbt  Saints^  lately  published  in 
feven  volumes  %vo.  wherein  he  attempts  to  fet 
Wf^ry  canonized  Enthuiiaft  or  Impoftor  of  his 
church  on  a  level  with  the  Apoftles  -,  and  takes 
inde^tigable  pains  to  keep  the  fcoffers  of  the 
Gofpel  in  countenance,  by  endeavouring  to 
convince  them,  that  all  the  fidtitibus  miracles 
and  legendary  fades,  wherewith  the  ignorant 
have  been  Co  long  cheated,  have  the  iame  au- 
thenticity with  thofe  facred  re(X)rds,  which  eve- 
ry ChriftiaQ  allows  to  be  of  divine  infpiration. 
This  work  has  done  fudi  fervice  to  the  good 

F  f  3  caufe. 
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(caufc,  that  its  author,  befidesa  large  reward 
from  the  general  Fund,  has  had  the  (Upend  of 
his  chaplalnfhip  augmented  to  eight  times  the 
ufual  allowance,  by  his  noble  patron,  and,  io 
all  probability-,  will  have  the  firft  vacant  mitre. 

I  have  already  taken  notice  of  two  other  ce- 
lebrated books,  viz.  Englanis  com)erfi»n  ^md 
reformation  compared^  \pf  Ch-ndl-r,  the  titular 
Bifhop,   and  Englanits  reformationy  by  honeft 
T.  Ward.     As  I  have  given  you  their  genuine 
charafier,  I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  them  here 
than  that  both  have  the  fame  tendency,  the- 
nothing  can  be  more  different  than  their  ftyle 
and  manner,  the  one  being  written  in  ^ave 
profe,  the  other  in  a  fort  of  hudibraftic  rhyme. 
The  former  is  wholly  calculated  to  argue,  or 
rather  to  frighten  people  out  of  their  rea(bn, 
the  latter  to  laugh  theni  out  of  it.     However,  I 
am  firmly  perfuaded,  that,  if  Ch-ndl-r's  profe 
has  gained  its   thoufands,    Ward's    burlefque 
rhymes  muft  have  gained  their  ten  thoufands, 
being  perfedlly  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  the  rab-^ 
ble^  who  arc  fo  exceflively  charmed  with  the 
droll-account  given  of  the  Reformation,  as  to 
have  got  the  mofl  ludicrous  paflkges  by  heart, 
which  they  are  wont  to  repeat  on  every  occa* 
iion,  to  the  great  confuiion  of  their  Proteftant 
auditor?. 

Notwithiiandingthis  admired  book  has  gone 
tn rough  fo  many  editions,  I  am  juft  now  in- 
formed, that  'tis  lately  reprinted,  with  con- 
fidcrable  additions  and  embellifhments,  nay- 
more,   that  the  publi(her  is  adlually  fending 

about 


.'^.1? 


4mdJrts  of  gaining  Profilytes^ .  v   439^ 

about  printed  bills  to  €vevy  quarter  oi  the  town» 
to  apprize  fuch  ProteflantB  as  incline  to  get  rid, ' 
of  their  Religion,  what  an  ineftimable  treaiure 
they  nuy  purchafe  at  his  fhop.     Before  I  con« 
elude  the  prefent  letter,  I  fhali  make  a  ftrid): 
enquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  fad,  and  let  you 
know  the  refult.     In  the  interim,  let  us  pro-  - 
ceed  to  another  Popifh  artifice,  already  touched 
on,  which  feems  to  be  a  modern  invention,  and 
indeed  is  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature,  that,  if 
the  end  did  not  jujlify  the  means ^  the'fubtileft  Je* 
fuit  would,  I  apprehend,  be  much  at  a  lofs  how- 
to  juftify  it. 

ThatPapifls  fliould  endeavour  to  paint  theic 
own  churdi  in  the  faireft  colors,  and  ours  in 
the  fouleft,  is  but  natural,  and  what  may  be 
eaiily  accounted  for ;  fince  every  thing,  which 
ferves  to  exalt  the  one  or  deprefs  the  other, 
anfwers  the  ends  of  Popery.  But  what  end^ 
fay  you,  can  thofe  books  anfwer,  which  they, 
write  againfl  Chrijlianity  itfelf  f  Undoubtedly, 
the  very  fame  as  the  other,  by  diflrading  peo* 
ple*s  minds,  and  forcing  them,  as  it  were,  to 
recur  at  length  to  their  infallible  church,  out  of 
whici)^  if  you  will  believe  them,  no  man  can  find 
d  place  to  reft  bis  foot  on*  To  a  tliorough  Pa- 
pift,  whether  Prieft  or  Layman,  nothing  is 
deemed  illicit,  which  may  ferve,  in  any  degree, 
to  promote  the  Catholic  caufe. 

FleBerefi  nequeat  SuperoSy  Jckerc?ita  movebit. 

You  have  often  heard,  that  the  author  of  a 
moft  iipptpus  treatife,  entitled,  Chrijlianity  4iot 
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founded  m  argument^  has  been  (hnwdly  tfk^HiS^ 
€d,  by  difeeming  perfons,  tobe&nlnfhPrieft. 
For  my  own  part;  I  have  fufiident  reaibn  to 
believe  this  fufpicion  well  grounded^  hs?ih^ 
hieard  feveral  cf  them  talking  in  the  fiutie  ilrttii$ 
and  could  name  ibme  of  &eir  moft  bfgottod 
Laity,  particularly  a  Phyfidaii,  who,  -in  cestui 
companies,  pretend  to  be  down-right  Infidels  $ 
tho'  it  may  be  perceived  by  an  attentive  iri>- 
ferver>  that  the  whde  drift  of  their  difboinie  is 
to  prove,  that  no  fuch  thing  as  certainty  is  to  be 
fbund  in  religion,  unlefs  we  go  to  their  Chardi 
.for  it.  Certain  it  is,  that  many  deiftical  trafls, 
of  the  mod  pernicious  tendency,  by  wfaomfo- 
ever  written,  have  been  induifa-ioufiy  feattered 
abroad  by  Papifls,  when  they  found  that  tracts 
of  another  kind  would  not  anfwer  riie  purpose ; 
and  no  lefs  certain  it  is,  that  every  one  of  thefe 
peflilent  books,  which  ieem  entirely  calculated 
ror  the  deftrudtion  of  Chriftianity,  ferve  to  verify 
Bifhop  Bcrkle/s  prcdiftion  *,  to  wit,  of  dicir 
ferving  to  promote  the  caufe  of  Popery,  which, 
we  find  by  experience,  has  cncreafed  among 
us,  in  proportion  to  the  encrcale  of  infidelity. 

Another  writer  of  the  firft  rank,  m^es  the 
fame  kind  of  remark,  with  refped  to  the  pto- 
fane  difcourfes  of  the  emiifaries  of  Rome,  who, 
as  he  obfcrves,  have  not  been  wanting  of  Jatc, 
to  mingle  themfelves  with  the  Freethinkers^ 
and  to  join  with  them  on  fuch  cccafions  as  too 
frequently  offer.     As  nothing  is  eafier  than  for 
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this  fort  of  mthy  who  appear  in  all  fhapes  and 
di%uifes,  to  mix  with  every  fed  and  party,  £6 
they  feidom  fsal  of  drawing  feme  advantage 
ftom  eacfay  by  inftilling  new  errors,  or  improve 
ing  on  die  old  ones.  Among  thofe  who  make 
a  feoff  at  the  Bible,  and  confequently  look  oa 
PoperjpA^idi  no  ]e&  contempt  than  Protedant- 
ifin,  fiich  fpedous  arguments  are  retailed  as 
harden  them  in  their  infidelity.  The  Sceptical 
are  ib. bewildered  and  perplexed  with  the  flart^ 
ing  of  fre(h  doubts,  diat  Truth  and  Falfhood 
feem  to  ftand  on  the  fame  tottering  bafis,  fo 
diat  the  mind>  tofled  about  like  a  troubled  fea, 
can  find  no  reft.  This  may  be  thought  a  very 
ftrange  method  of  proceeding  in  thofe  who  pre- 
tend to  reduce  people  to  the  true  religion  5  but 
men,  fo  well  verled  in  the  arts  of  delufion, 
are  not  infenfible,  that  fuch  indired  methods 
are  more  likely  to  fucceed,  than  entering  di- 
re£ijy  on  pcnnts  of  controverfy,  which  would 
betray  their  real  characters.  For,  as  the  fame 
writer  adds,  fuppofing  Chriftianity  fhould  be 
extinguiihed,  people  will  never  be  at  eafe  till 
they  find  out  ibme  other  method  of  worfhip, 
which  will  certainly  produce  Super/Iition,  and 
this  will  naturally  end  in  Popery. 

As  wc  have  been  fpeaking  of  Popifh  books, 
it  nuy  not  be  improper  to  take  notice  here,  that 
one  Meigha/iy  the  famous  Irifh  bookfeller  in 
Dmry-lane,  dealt  very  largely  in  this  kind  of 
ware ;  he  made  fo  little  account  of  the  penal 
laws,  which  ftri<ftly  forbid  their  publication, 
that  he  did  not  thmk  it  neceffary  to  ufethe  ti« 
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tular  Biihop's  precaution  of  clapping  ^/^r/;^  or 
J)ouay  in  the  front,  but  undauntedly  fet  down 
his  name  and  place  of  abode  at  length.     How- 
ever, the  fervor  of  this  man's. zeal  was  a  little 
cooled  by  the  unexpected  Seizure  of  a  confider-* 
able  quantity  of  his  prohibited  goods  >  but  the 
iofsy  I  afTure  you,  has  been  atnply  repaired  ; 
for  'tis  nofecret,  that  the  fame  kind  of  books 
have  been  often  reprinted,  fince  that  unlucky 
sra,  and  are  fliU  openly  fold  in  this  capital^ .  * 
and,  as  I  am  informed,  at  the  very  fame  {hop, 
either  with  or  without  fidtitious  titles,  juft  as 
the  audiors  or  publidiers  took  it  into  their 
heads,  as  they  do  not  feem  to  be  under  thq 
Icafl:  apprehenfion  of  a  frefh  feizure. 

Nodiing  of  this,  you  will  fay,  is  to  be  won-* 
dercd  at.     For  my  own  part,  though  I  am  not 
much  apt  to  be  furprized  at  any  dbing  which 
comes  from  the  Popifh  quarter,  yet,  I  muft 
confefs,  I  was  not  a  little  amazed  at  having 
one  of  thofe  printed  bills  I  mentioned,  diis  very 
day  *  put  into  my  hand  by  a  common  hawker 
in  the  ftrect.     The  contents,  as  you  will  fee  by 
the  enclofed,  are  as  follows.     ^'  7his  day  was 
publijhed  (adorned  loitb  Jixteen  bmnorous  copper 
plates)  that  Excellent  Book,  neceflary  for  all 
families,  England s  Reformation  from  the  time  of 
King  Henry  VIIL  to  the  end  of  Oat  ess  plot.     A 
Poeviy  in  four  Cantos.  By  Thomas  fFard»    Print- 
ed for  Thomas  Lewis,  in  Ruflcl-Court,  Covent- 
Gardcn,  price  (only)  3X.  6  d.  formerly  fold  for 
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j6i.  'uyfjere  may  be  had^  5n6^  compleat  Pockett. 
Manual,  with  Offices  for  the  DEAD.  Latin, 
and  Englijh.     Pr.  i  s.td.  &p; 

Tho'  in  one  of  my  former,  as  well  as  ia 
this,  I  have  given  you  fome  account  of  this  ex-* 
cellent  book>  fo  necefiiary  for  all  families,  yet^ 
i^s  it  now  appears  in  a  finer  drefs  than  ever,  and 
is  (o  ftrongly  recommended,  I  fend  you  one  of 
this  laft  imprcflion,  together  with  a  Pocket- 
*  manual,  and  Office  for  the  Dead.  With  regard 
to  the  former,  the  Proteftant  World  is  now  in-. 
formed,  that  any  one  may  find  therein  fufficient 
inducements  to  turn  Papi(l,  for  fo  fmali  a  pricei 
as  3  J.  6d*  which,  it  feems,  he  could  not  do  be^ 
fore,  for  lefs  than  bs.  I  need  not  repeat  hercy 
that  the  whole  drift  of  this  burlefque  poem  is 
to  expofe  our  Church  and  Legiilature  to  conr. 
tempt  and  ridicule,  and  to  make  people  ailiamed 
of  their  religion,  as  that  of  the  two  latter  is,  to. 
make  them  transfer  to  the  creature  the  honor 
only  due  to  God,  and  to  throw  away  their 
money>  on  pretext  of  relieving  the  poor  fouls  in 
Purgatory,  but  in  reality  to  maintain  a  fwarm 
of  idle  drones,  who,  by  dint  of  thefe  painted 
flames,  become  pit^ftcfs  both  of  their  purfes 
and  confcienccs. 

You  may  fee,  by  this  fpecimcn,  that  T.Lews, 
has  far  exceeded  his  Catholic  predeceflbr, 
Mrigba/iy  fince,  not  content  with  printing  and 
felling  thofe  books,  in  an  open  (hop,  the  very 
importing  of  which  from  abroad  is  highly  cri- 
minal by  our  laws,  and  liable  to  fevcre  penal- 
ties, he  dares  ig  thrufl  his  printed  bills  intti  , 
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everjr  pafieager'S  face,  and  to  tet  th&govorip- 
meat  kaowr,  in  fb  public  a  manner,  that  he 
iets  thofe  laws  at  defiance.  *  So  glaring  an  in-* 
fi»nce  of  Popilh  tSamxaj  in  a  Proteftant  coun* 
try,  maft  fill  erery  true  patriot  with  gloomy  re- 
fiediofis ;  and  tho'  God  alone  <:an  determine 
the  event,  jret,  according  to  human  appearances, 
ike  may.  have  caofe  to  rue  the  efie£te  of  an  in- 
^gence,  y^ich  was  never  io  much  abufed, 
fior  ever  permitted  to  fuch  inveterate  and  avow-  * 
#d  enemies,  in  any  age  or  nation  but  thi«» 

All  the  methods  above  enumerated  are  pab« 
lie  and  notorious  s  but  others  there  are,  which, 
tbo*  iefs  taken  nodce  of,  'have  io  dired  a  ten* 
denc)r  to  the  xntrodudion  of  vtdiat  our  anccflors 
took  fuch  pains  to  guard  againft,  that  the  evil, 
if  not  chocked  in  time,  may  become  paft  re* 
medy.  I  mean  the  great  number,  not  only  of 
f^Jb  Scbool-^Jire/fes^  for  the  inlhiidion  of 
jToung  children,  but  of  popijh  ^cbooUmafttrs 
alio,  for  thofe  of  riper  age.  Some  of  thefe  lat-« 
ter,  I  am  credibly  informed,  make  little  fcru« 
pie  of  declaring  thdr  principles.;  whilft  others, 
by  far  the  mofl  dangerous,  put  on  the  mafk  of 
Proteftantifm.  Now  as  the  firft  impreilions  of 
a  religion,  whether  true  or  falfe,  arc  generally 
the  im>ngefl  and  moft  lading,  what  numbers 
may  be  infenfibly  perverted  by  fuch  inlbuc- 
tors ! 

The  emifSuies  of  Rome,  as  I  before  obierv- 

ed,  always  forming  their  attacks  according  to 

Ac  different  di^fitions  and  circumftances  of 

each  perfim,  and  being  no  leis  furnifhed  with 

.     *  a  va- 


rariety  of  ftratagems  to  retain  thur.  {noTe- 
a,  than  they  employed  to  entrap  them*  it 
cly  happens  that  any  one '  deferts,  who  hat 
X  enUfted  under  their  banners.  Matters  are 
artfully  managed,  and  Ui  many  engines  fyft 
work,  to  prevent  iuch  a  difgrace,  tnat  ttvea 
lA,  who  perceive  how  gioily  th^  haf  e  beeifc 
ilbd,  ate  ib  fenfible  of  the  vindi&ive  ^int 
cbcir  Converters^  as  feldom  to  have  cpurage 
ugh  to  break  their  feners.  They  faavo  learnt 
experience,  that  tho'  Fopilh  Pricfts  have 
w  no  racks  nor  ftakes  to  chaftife  reiapiod  Ho- 
les in  England,  they  have  other  methods  of 
rfecution,  Utde  lels  fbimidable  ;  atnOBg 
licfaj  that  of  blackening  their  chancre,  and 
idering  them  as  infamous  as  poillble,  is  none 
tho  I^ft.  But  words  alone,  tho'  thefe  olten 
e  more  deadly  wounds  than  a  cwo-cdgiKl 
ord,  arc  not  deemed  fiifiicienC,  when  any 
6  has  renounced  their  communion.  OnUi«|b 
afions,  the  whole  Catholic  party  rife  up  to  a 
in>  and  join  their  Prieils  in  difireifing  ^ 
iflate  in  his  circumftances,  to  the  utquA  of 
•jr  power,  and  generally  take  their  meafiim 
well,  as  tt)  make  him  rue  the  day  be  left 
!m. 

If  this  rule  is  fo  invariably  ob&rvcd,  wkh 
pc£t  to  the  living,  what  quarter  can  the  Dead 
xQ:,  who  are  Ids  able  to  defend  themlelvcs  i 
10'  their  bones  indeed  are  not  carried  out 
rt,  in  an  jiuto  tie  fe,  to  he  burnt,  as  in  Spain 
i  Pwtngal,  yet  their  memory  is  fureljr.r ' 
,  lb  &r  as  Pc^lb  malice  can  do  it. 
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'  As  every  thing  has  two  handles,  fo  Forgery 
one  of  the  main  engincis  of  Pbpery,  is  mandgec 
with  foch  art,  that  the  acknowkged  mrtkes  *a< 
well  as  pretehded  vices  of  its  antagonifts  ari 
tnade  to  ferve  the  fame  end.  Left  a  pofiibilttj 
of  falvation,  for  inftance,  fhould  be  allowl^d  fc 
fuch  ProteftantSj  whofe  lives  never  gave  th< 
Icaft  room  for  fcandal,  nothing  is  more  frcqiieni 
With  Papifts  than  to  aifert,  that  they  found  thi 
heceflity  of  recx)nciling  themfelves  to  the  ofh 
tfue  Cburcb  oh  their  death-beds.  There  is,  1 
am  informed,  among  the  curiofities  of  the  Vai 
tican,  a  letter  fliewn  to  En^Hfh  trav^llcrsj 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  written  by  the  im^ 
lilortal  UJher^  a  little  before  his  deceafe,  wherein 
he  is  made  to  renounce  the  doftrines  of  a 
Church  he  had  fo  nobly  defended,  dnd  fo  em- 
brace thofe  of  Rome,  which  he  had  fo  uhan- 
fwerably  confuted.  The  fame  reports  have 
been  raifed,  with  equal  confidence,  on  the 
learned  Bramhall^  his  fucceffor,  on  the  pious 
author  of  the  Whole  duty  of  man,  and  many 
others.  It  would  amaze  you  to  find  what  «f- 
fcdt  thefe  reports,  tho*  defHtute  of  the  leaft 
fhadow  of  troth,  have  had  on  the  ignorant  and 
credulous,  who  inferred  from  hence,  as  I  have 
often  heard  them  exprefs  with  an  air  of  tri- 
umph, that,  tho'  our  religion  might  be  the  beft 
to  live  in,  theirs  was  undoubtedly  ihe  heft  to 
die  in  ;  fince  it  appeared  from  thefe  inftances, 
that  the  wifeft  and  beft  of  our  Divines,  when 
they  c^me  to  their  laft  moments,  were  afraid 
to  riik  their  fouls  in  any  other. 
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In  this  refpcft,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  Po- 
pi(h  Priefts,  efpcciaHy  Jefuits,  do  no  more  than 
what  is  confident  with  their  eftablifhed  princi- 
ple, namely,  that  die  end  juftifies  the  means  > 
confequcntly,  if  that,  in  their  opinion,  be  good, 
all  the  calumnies,  lies,  and  forgeries,  which 
may  ferve,  in  any  degree,  to  advance  what  they 
call  the  Catholic  faith,  are  deemed  lawful  ex- 
pedients. If  this  be  the  cafe,  as  undoubtedly  it 
is,  how  can  it  be  reafonably  expefted,  that  any 
unbiafTed  or  uncatholic  reader  fliould  pay  the 
leaft  regard  to  vouchers  produced  by  fuch  men, 
however  fcemingly  .authentic  ?  Have  not  letter^ 
and  other  writings  been  often  forged  with  fuch 
exquifite  art,  and  this  out  of  mere  wantonnefs, 
as  to  deceive  the  very  perfons  whofe  hands  were 
counterfeited  ?  What  wonder  then,  that  the 
fame  arts  fliould  be  made  uie  of,  to  promote 
the  caufe  of  Popery  ? 

As  to  atteftations  and  certificates  pretend-* 
cd  to  have  been  extrafted  from  the  regifters^  rf 
the  Inquifition,  for  the  fame  good  end, '  the 
Public  has  been  long  fince  convinced,  how  lit- 
tle they  are  to  be  regarded.  The  truth  is,  that 
the  original  records  of  the  Holy  Office  are  ne- 
ver fuft'ered,  on  any  account,  to  be  divulged  ; 
and  indeed,  confidering  how  much  it  imports 
the  minifters  of  that  tribunal  to  depreciate  the 
credit  of  eveiy  one  who  attempts  to  ex{X)fe 
them  and  their  proceedings,  it  would  (to  re- 
peat what  the  Kev.  Mr.  Corpe  feys  on  this  fub- 
jed)  be  the  height  of  credulity  to  liippofe,  that" 
men  of  their  character  would  not  take  them-' 
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them,  to  take  a  tbouiaiidi'  fi4fii  o^tbfej^l^ 
than  acknowIcgVLthe  ihodupg  inftaopps  oH^ltr 
juflice  ajuLcrudQrr  whi(^  haveijbcM^ 
tialLy  facoughc  to  li^^  to  1)9V«  any  Jboiida^tflir 
Theie  are  the  ientimcnts  not  ooly  pf  th^jQgpr 
tleman,  but  of  every  one  elib  who  k  not<  ^^'qiitrj 
with  prgudioe :  to  which  l$t  me  «d4» - bofoif^l 
Cake  leaw  of  &is  infernal  Courts  U»t  d^^.vcQCk 
ration  paid  to  it,  in  iboe  Popi^i  Q^iwtritfi^  jj^ 
in  great  meafure,  owing  to  its  impqj)etca|4$^-;(p- 
crecy,  juft  as  the  people's  devotion  is  owijx^tp 
their  ignorance^  and'  if  any  thing  chaac^g  to 
tranfpire,  ef&diial  akMhods  V»  takpfi*  a«i  V^gSS 
one  knows,  to.preveat  thp  teiliqg  of  t^lirs. ; 

To  return  to  the.pdndpal  fiibjed  of  oyr  lei<* 
ter.  It  cannot  appear  at  all  iMrpriziog)  that  Po- 
pery ihould  have  made  ib. rapid  a  pi<]gfe0;  in 
this  kingdom^  when  we  rcflcft,  tlu^  .bcfides 
the  numberleis  artifices  f^ited  to  every  perion 
and  occaiiouy  which  its  ecoiffiuies  are  ever  on 
the  watch  to  put  in  pradice,  it  has  ibo^thing 
in  it,  which  naturally  ilrikea  tbe:eye,jUKl  a^- 
fc&&  the  imagination  of  the  vulgar  with  its 
theatrical  pompj  an  entertainment  which  the 
fimplicity  of  our  church  cannot  afford  them. 
So  that,  upon  the  whole,  I  wiih  it  were  no 
^^taggeration  to  (ay,  that  &ane  thoufands,  are 
yearly  perverted,  dire£Uy  or  indire£Uy.  jFor, 
as  I  before  oUerved,  'tis  ibmetimes  fpuipd  ne* 
ceflary  to  make  people  Infidels,  before  they 
can  be  made  Papifts.  £xperiea$99  has  (hewn, 
that  tboie,  who  could  not  be  at  firiV  pervaded 
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tl>  jjp  t6  M^  yeti  when  they  have  been  £> 
fitf  -worked  upoiH  as  wholly  to  abfent  them^ 
fthres  from  the  duties  enjcnned  by  thdr  own 
dlilrch, '  generally  fell  into  the  fnare.  This 
they  embrace,  as  the  lad  expedient  to  ftifle  the 
clamors  of  a  troubled  confcience,  which,  what* 
ever  Ibtbe  may  pretend  to  the  contrary,  will 
not-  bt  huihedi  without  fome  fort  of  religion  1 
and  thaty  which  flatters  the  paffions  moft,  and 
ipeaks  leaft  to  the  underftanding,  as  Popery 
certainly  does,  is  beft  adapted  to  men  of  tliis 
fiao^. 

In  a  word,  as  the  evil  fpreads  £>  wide,  and 
daily  gathers  new  ftrength,  'ds  well  if  we  have 
not  GAuie  ID  &y  of  Popery,  what  one  of  the  an» 
dent-Fathers  &id  of  Arianifm.  Thofe  Heredcs» 
who  denied  the  divinity  of  Chrift,  were  fo  in- 
defadsable,  and  fo  fuccefsful,  in  propagating 
their  falie  dodtrine,  that  the  world,  on  opening 
its  e3res,  ftood  amassed  to  fee  itfelf  ahnoft  en-* 
lirely  Arian.  As  Popery  is  no  lefs  indefatigable^ 
^h6  knows  but  it  may  prove  equally  fuccefsftil, 
and  that  a  time  may  come,  when  the  people  of 
this  kingdom  will  wonder  how  they  became 
Papifts  ?  We  are  condnuolly  nniing  at  Popery, 
«nd  yet  feem  peifedly  indifferent  how  mudi 
it  prevails  among  us.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
name  does  not  carry  with  it  now  fo  dreadful  a 
found  as  it  did  formerly  :  Numbers,  who  once 
fhuddered.at  the  mention,  are  now  perfedUy  re- 
toncited  to  it ;  they  flpck  in  fhoals  to  the  Mafs- 
houfes,  which,  numerous  as  they  are,  can 
fcarce  <X)ntain  them :  Many  more  have  been 
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£o  bewitched  by  papal  forceriesi  as  ,to  lunre 
hardly  any  fenfe  of  religion  at  al).  An$l  ^hqw 
many  are  there>  who,  tha  profeflbd  a\ea»lKrs 
of  the  eftablifhed  church,  never  attend  Jts  (ier- 
vicc^-  being  quite  indifferent  what  fort  of  wor- 
ship prevails  \  None  lay  more  open  to  the  ihares 
of  Popery  than  thefe  two  latter  clafTes,  and  moft 
of  them,  if  properly  attacked,  are,  Iboner  or 
later,  drawn  in. 

.    All  .this,  you  will  fayi  is  very  alarming^     It 
h  alarming  indeed,  and  may  be  attended  with 
£ital  confequences.     But  (ince  we  are  warned 
of  the  danger ;  nay  more,  fince  we  have  £o  fe- 
verely  felt  what  Popery  is,  why  do  we  not  pro* 
vide  agaicfl:  it,  by  applying  fuch  a  remedy  as  is 
itiU  in  our  power  ?  For  tho'  it  is.  greatly  to  be 
feared,  that  thofe,  who  have  been  already  per- 
verted, are  irrecoverabiy  loAi  yet  will  it  be  do- 
ing an  inlinite  fervice  to  the,nation,  and  pode- 
rity  will  blefe  us  for  it,  if  we  can  preferve  thofe 
who  have  hitherto  efca()ed  the  contagion.  This 
perhaps  may  be  partly  effected,  by  driving  out 
from  among  us,  xhoieiwohes^  xhc  Miflionaries, 
who  at  prelent  range  about  every  where,  with-^ 
out  controul,  feeking  whom  they  may  devour. 
I  do  not  call  them  ijohes  in  Jkeef's  cloatbing  i 
for  the  truth  is,  tho'  many  fuch  there  are,  tiie 
greater  part  are  fo  impudent  as  to  appear  in 
their  real  charai^rs ;  and  yet  even  thefe,  we 
£nd,  gain  prolelytes.    To  be  cheated  by  a  wolf 
in  dilguile,  is  no  very  ex'traordinary  thing ;  but 
to  be  cheated  by  one  who  (hews  liis  teeth  aQd 
claws  is  peculiar,  I  believe,  to  the  nattv/csjof 
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diisliland)  who,  with  all  the  lights  which  the 
Goipel  in  its  utmoft  purity  can  afibrd^.Tim 
headlong)  widi  theireyes  open,  into  the  gloomy 
toils  of  error  and  fuperftition* 

'Tis  no  eaiy  matter,  I  confe&,  to  clear  tfad 
kingdom  of  diefe  Incendiaries,  who  have  hi- 
therto eluded  all  attempts  of  the  Legiflature  for 
this  purpofe ;  and,  as  to  expofing  their  unhal«- 
lowed  tricks,  tho*  it  has  been  done  a  thou&nd 
times,  and  fb  effedually,  one  would  think,  as 
to  make  them  deiift,  or  at  leaft  to  a<5t  with 
more  refervey  yet,  we  fee,  theyiHll  go  oain 
the  fame  track,  without  fear  or  fha^e.  Haw 
we  then  no  remedy  left  to  prevent  the  farther 
ijpreading  of  this  devouring  peftilehce,  and  to 
preferve  at  leaft  the  rifing  generation  ?  There  is 
one,  I  am  perfuaded,  which  would  prove  mone 
efficacious  than  all  our  penal  laws,  and  all  the 
polemical  tradts  ever  written :  It  is,  to  begin 
early  with  the  inftmdion  of  our  Youth  in  that 
moft  efiential  point,  which  is  too  often  the.  laft 
and  leaft  part  of  modern  education :  I  meaii 
the  true  knowlege  of  the  Gofpel ;  for  to  me  it 
feems  morally  impoflfible,  that  any  Proteftant, 
well  acquainted  with  the. dodrines  theoein  con- 
tained, fhould  ever  turn  Papift  from  motives  of 
confcience.  .-     .      .      ■ 

•  I  have  here  given  you  my.genube  fenti- 
Ments,  tho'  not  in  a  very  methodical  manner, 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Popery  among  us,  and 

*  pointed  out  fon>e  of  the  caufes  of  its  enormous, 
growth.    I  could  fay  a  good  deal, more  of  the 

'dating. and  infolent  behaviour  oH  iholc  lawlefs 
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Strollers  who  infcft  this  capital,  hot,  f{om  hencfr' 
forward^  fhali  confine  myfelf  to  that  of  the^^if^ 
JiiitSy  who  bcii^  the  moft  fubtil  and  tenter- 
pnzing,  are  confcquently  the  moft  dangerous. 
Oliefe  men  pretend  to  greater  ikxkGdty  than 
other  Orders,  and  are  fuch  perfed  adiqpt^in 
the  arts  of  delufion^  as  either  to  <xmGeal  ttieir 
"Vices  under  an  external  (hew  of  virtue^  or^  even 
*when  deeeded,  to  make  theirvery  vkea  pa&for 
.virtoeSj  with  fudb  at  leaft»  whofe  pafiiooa  are 
(£>  agreeably  footh'd  and  flattsered  t^tfaefe  in- 
dulgent Cafuifts,  that  they  have  no  inclinataen 
to  be  undeceived.  Libertines  are  charmed  with 
dbe  moral  fyftems  of  Jefuitifin ;  but  the  ferious 
and  reflecting  have  beea  long  convinced,  that 
they  tend  to  the  deftrudicm  of  all  morabty, 
:8nd  that  the  Society,  from  its  firft  inftitution, 
was  wholly  built  on  worldly  politics,  wherein 
xeligion  had  no  other  concern,  but  to  ferve  the 
ends  of  ambition,  avarice,  lufl,  and  revenge. 

As  the  Jefuits  of  all  countries  are  governed 
by  the  fame  maxims,  I  fliall,  in  compliance  to 
my  former  promife,  iirfl  give  you  a  fuccindl 
detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Portuguese, 
(always,  including  the  Spanifli,  widi  whom  they 
have  been,  and  ftiU  are,  infeparably  connefied;) 
then  proceed  to  thofe  of  our  own  nation,  and 
•  laftly  conclude  our  prefent  correfpondence  with 
ibme  general  reflections  on  the  whole  Society. 
J  am,  &c. 
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I  Could  iiU  many  volumes  with  an  account 
of  the  difi>rders  occafioned  by  the  Fortur 
guefe  JefuitSy  in  every  part  of  the  globe  where 
they  have  once  found  means  to  introduce 
theinfelves ;  but,  having  already  taken,  notice 
of  fome  of  their  proceedings  at  home»  (hall  at 
prefent  confine  m]rfelf  to  thofe  in  Soutb-Aneri^ 
ca^  .which  have  lately  made  £0  much  iioife : 
.Of  thefe  I  ihall  give  you  a  fhort  extradt,  with 
&me  .curioiis  remarks  interfperfed,  for  which^ 
as  well  as  the  fubfequent  refIe<£tions,  I  am^ 
chiefly  indebted  to  a  very  fenfible  Italian  Gen* 
tleman,  who  had  refided  many  years  in  that 
part  of  the  world;  fb  that,  altho'  die  mofl:  ma- 
terial paflages  have  been  publifhed  by  authority 
at  Liwon^  you  will  find  here  ibmething  new 
and  entertaining. 

You  have  heard,  no  doubt,  of  the  Treaty 
concluded  in  175Q9  between  the  crowns  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  for  exchanging  certain 
provinces  in  America,  niiz^  Nova  Colonial  in 
.the  Southern  part  of  Brafil^  pofTefifed  by  the 
Portugue/e,  and  Paraguai^  whereof  the  Spa- 
niards claimed  the  property,  tho\  in  effedl,  the 
Jefuits  were  the  fole  mailers  of  it.  This  ex- 
change was  firft  propofed  by  his  Catholic  iMa- 
jefty,  with  a  view  of  putting  a  flop  to  the 
'fnxuggling  trade  carried  on  between  the  inhabit- 
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ants  of  CoJoma  and  thofe  of  Buenos  jtyres  :  HAA 
what  induced  the  King  of  Portugal  to  accept 
it,  was  the  aflfurance  he  had  received  df  the 
rich  gold  mines  in  that  province,  tho*  his  ibb- 
jefts  in  general  were  extremely  averfe  to  it.  But 
whatever  view  the  two  Princes  had,  they  were 
not,  it  is  certain,  the  £ime  with  thofe  of  the 
Sckriety,  who  fouild  means  to  diiconcert  the 
'  meafures  of  both.    Even  whilft  the  negotia- 

tions were  depending,  thefe  Fathers  had  ufed 
a  thoufand  ftratagems  to  enibarrafs  the  minifhy; 
artfully  infinuating,  that  thofe  very  obftacles^ 
which  they  themfelves  had  thrown  in  the  way, 
were  an  evident  proof  how  impoflible  it  was  to 
carry  the  faid  treaty  into  execution.  At  the 
-  fame  time,  they  fet  all  their  engines  at  work 
to  create  a  mifunderllanding  between  the  two 
Courts,  which,  they  flattered  themfelves,  would 
naturally  produce  frcfti  difficulties,  and  thereby 
prevent  their  deep-laid  prdefts  from  being  fully 
expofed,  till  they  faw  their  Empire  fo  well 
cftablifhed,  as  to  be  no  longer  under  a  neceflity^ 
of  difguifing  them. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  tricks  and  fubterfages 

to  conceal  their  defigns,  the  Court  of  Liiboa 

was  fo  thoroughly  apprized  of  them,  that  it 

was  judged  abfolutely  neceflary  to  come   to 

fuch  rigorous  expedients  as  might  check  the 

'  infolence  of  a  junto  of  men,  who  were  grown 

:'  really  formidable.     It  now  appeared,  beyond 

=  all  contradidlion,    that   they  had  founded   a 

mighty  Republic  in  thofe  parts,  whkrh  were  fi> 
<  well  peopled,  as  to  contain,  only  on  the  bank$ 

of 


and  late  Tranfa^io^s  in  jimerica.    4  f  f 

of  the  river  Paraguai^  no  lefs  than  thirty- 
one  towns,  with  upwards  of  an  hundred  thou- 
iand  fouls,  who  were  as  poor  and  wretched, 
as  their  Padres  were  rich  and  happy,  being 
treated  like  the  yileft  flaves.  To  gain  this  do- 
minion over  them,  a  variety  of  artifices  had 
been  made  ufe  of :  the  firft  was,  not  only  to 
permit  no  officer,  whether  ecclefiaflical  or  civil, 
to  fet  foot  in  the  country,  but  to  extend  the 
prohibition  even  to  private  perfbns ;  and  indeed 
the  avenues  were  fo  well  guarded,  that  all  en- 
trance was  impra£):icable,  except  to  thofe  of 
their  own  Order :  The  fecond  was,  to  forbid 
the  ufei  of  the  Spanifh  language,  and  to  allow 
no  other  to  be  fpoken  but  the  Indian,  that  all 
intercourfe  with  the  King's  fubje£ts  might  be 
entirely  cut  off,  and  every  thing,  relating  to 
their  form  of  government,  remain  an  impene- 
trable myftery. 

Thefe  methods  were  taken,  with  refpedt  to 
Foreigners ;  (for  as  fuch  they  treated  every  one 
who- was  not  of  their  party)  but  as  to  their  owri 
VafTals,  they  knew  how  to  keep  them  in  fub- 
jedUon,  by  catecbijing  ihtm^  after  their  wonted 
manner,  that  is,  by  perpetually  inculcating,  as 
one  of  the  mofl  inviolable  maxims  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  Religion,  a  blind  obedience  to  every  com- 
mand of  their  MilHonaries,  however  unjuiland 
cruel,  who,  by  crafty  infinuations  and  abufing 
their  credulity,  had  got  the  monopoly  both  of 
their  fouls  and  bodies.  This,  with  the  horrid 
chara^er.tbcy  gave  of  all  odicr  white  people, 
not  excepting  ecclefiadics,  whom  they  painted 
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§*  erftitious .  coremonics  .^»  £;«ms  to^  l»vC:.\fcit» 
ic  whole  G(J^  which  thdfe  m^jat^S^ra^ 
liad  learned.  In  ^ofiieqiien  of  thefe.jpiwgi 
rpilrudionsy  tliey  were  fiUe^  with  the  ma&Mf^ 
placable  hatred  to  every  one  whom  ihc  ^pcici^ 
declared  for  enemies.  Among  pther  Chfiftiaji 
mcqpts^  it  was  particdarly  ^lyouied  thenar  to 
mew  no  mercy  to  fuck  as  i(pll  into  d^f  iiapdsa 
and  ej^)eciallv  to  cut  off  their  j^ejidsi  mfaich 
precaud9a»  their  it^pi  i!^ts,  ajPTuced  tbeaib 
was  abfolutety.  neceifarys  left  the  bpdips^.  thoi 
i^emingly  dead»  fhould  CQnie  to  life  ags^n^  m 
Irequently  happened,  by  diabolic^  art. "t^  .  > 
But,  beiides  thefe  noethods,  tiiey  did  90llSQtr, 
get  their,  mala  point,  which  was  V>  ^^^Q^ 
Indians  ufefui  on  a  proper  occafion,  ^fay  makaig 

•  .     ■    .-  .... 

*  It  appears  from  the  narrative,  that  the  Jefaits  had 
caught  them  the  grofleft  idolatry,  that  is,  not  only  the 
Adpration  of  Saints  and  Angds,  but  oF  their  tery  images ; 
vhich  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  in  fuch  a  jpart  oT  die 
yicsMi  vhcn  the  vulgar,  even  ia  Portugul  itkUF,  bdieva 
them  to  contain  fome  divine  virtue* 

f  It  has'bten  jnftly  remarked,  that  fuperftiHon  and  cn3« 
elty  go  together.  The  church  of  Rome  has  been,  for  many 
ages,  equally  in£unons  for  both.  The  tnith  of  this  obr 
fervation  fufSciently  app^rs  from  the  prefeat  inftanc^ 
which  is  farther  confirmed  by  the  condufb  of  the  French 
Jefnits  in  Canada,  and  other  parts  of  North  America,  oh 
th:  back  of  onr  (ettleroents,  who  have  taught  the  Sttvij^ie^ 
of  that  country  the  fame  kind  of  idolatry^  and  the  .fame 
blood-thirlly  maxims,  mth  rcfpcA  to  the  EnglKb  who  are 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  their  hands.  The  cuftom  of 
Scalping^  fo  much  encouraged  by  their  preaching,  is  more 
barbarops  than  theBrafilian  method,  tho'this  be  chelhorttf 
way  qf  going  ;o  worfc. 

them 
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dMtt  gbod  Soldiers  at  leajft,  Whatever- 1)ec^^ 
of  their  ChrUHanity.  For  this  jPfpofe':^!^ 
had  introdoced  fuch  perfons  as  bad  taught  thmi ' 
the  9iilitaiy  qcercife,  and  die- maiogement  of . 
all  kind  of  arms,  both  oficniive  and  deiEenfivel 
The  Italian  Gentleman  afiiired  me,  tha^  dunng 
his  refidence  in  Brqfil^  a  great  number  dfjfe* 
fttits  had  arrived  fiom  Eijurope,  moft  of  whooi 
ha  bad  perfonally  known  in  Germany  and  Ita^. 
ly,  (bme  in  the  ftation  of  common  Soldiers, 
others  in  that  of  fabalteni  Of&cers,  and  One  la 
particular,  who  had  been  a  colonels,  ibme  larhp 
nad  been  gun^finidis,  ieveial  others^  ^oun^leci^ 
of  artillery,  and  ibme,  Engineers.  Ail  tf^ci^ 
men  he  faw  pafling  through  Rio  de  yan^rh^ixf, 
their  Joura^  to  Paraguai^  and  wa$  not  a  Ut^ 
aAonifiied  to  find  them  b  ftrangely  metatnorn 
phofed,  every  one  being  cloadied  in  the  gr^ve 
liabit  of  St.  Ignatius  J  and  ail  pretending  tp<bfi| 
fent*  as.  »ffiftapt^  in  propagatiog  the  Gotgn 
aoiong  the  Indians.  ;  /- 

When  thefe  zealous  Mifiionaries  found  t})a£ 
the  troops  of  the  two  Princes  were  aduaUy  oo 
their  maid),  in  order  to  bring  them  to  rcaiSm 
by  force,  in  cafe  the  ftipulated  exchange  could 
not  be  made  otherwife,  they  pretended  to  b9 
all  obedience,  requefting  only  that  the  Indianf 
might  hav€  time  to  gather  in  their  com,  which 
would  enable  them  to  remove  more  comnio** 
dioufly  to  the  new  fettlements  afligned  them. 
Tift  Generals  were  &)  far  deluded  with  this 
fpeqous  pretext,  as  to  agree  to  a  fufpenfion, 
which  the  Jefuits  made  no  other  ufe  of,'  but  tb 
5  ^in 


45t^  OfthgytfoitlEmptrey 

arm  the  fimigetl»  and  keep  them  more  iinnTf^ 
atteefaed  to  their  interefts ;  for  no  iboner  had 
the  troops  begun  to  advancej  after  the  defiicd  - 
time  was  da^S^dj  in  hopes  of  meeting  with* 
no  obftmftion,  but  they  were*  foori  coRvinoed» 
hoW*  grdly  they  had  been  impofed  on.     A  de^ 
tadiment,  commanded  by  a  Pottuguefe  Colonel^ 
had  Ic^rce  advanced  twenty  leagues,  when  it' 
was  faddenly  ftopt  by  the  Cagique  of  a  neigh* 
homing  village^  who  fiercely  rode  up  with  an      { 
hundrra   horfe,   all   completely  armed  ti^ds 
fwbrds,  piflols,'  and  mufkets,  and  appearing  as. 
wcU  dlfciplined  as  the  heft  cavalry  in  Europe  y 
ahcttho*  me-Portuguefe  were  much  fuperior  in  • 
slumber,  yet  theCa9ique  made  fo  little  account 
of  them,  and  behared  with  fuch  haughdnei^. 
diat,  when  the  Colonel  prefented  him  with  a 
fiitti  gold-laceli  hat^  he  difdainfolly  clapt  it  un* 
der  ms  (addle,   and-  then  rode  off:  all  which 
thS'  Colonel  bore  patiently^  not  only  becaufo 
he  h^d  no  orders  to  come  to  a  rupture,  but 
chiefly  becaufe  he  had  received  advice,  that  Fa-- 
thier  Pf^  TrevSSy  a  famous  Jefuit,  was  not . 
far  off, '  with  a  body  of  feven  thoufand  Indians  i 
dxat  there  was  a  ftrong  caflle,  at  fome  fmali 
diftance,  well  garrifbned  and  planted  with  ar- 
tillery ;   and,  moreover,  that  the  Society  had 
all  mt  Indian  Tribes  fo  abfolutely  at  their  de* 
votion,  that  they  could  raife,  on  occaiion,  an 
army  of  an  hundred  thoufand  men. 

The  Portuguefe  General,  being  informed  of 
this  oppofition,  advifed  the  Marquis  deVaidt 
Urio^  ^his  Catholic  M ajefty's  Commiffary,  ex  -  ^ 
••*  preffm'g" 
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prefling  his  refentmcnt^  in  the  fevereft  teta% 
againft  the  Jefaits,  Specially  at  the  trick  put  6a 
them;  for,  no^mthilanding  their  iblemn  a£- 
furances  to  the  contrary,  it  now  pUdnly  appear- 
ed, that  the  Indians,  inftead  of  quietly  evacu- 
ating the  country,  had  all  taken  up  arms,  and 
fortified  feveral  pafles,  by  direfison  of  '^^^ 
Padres y  who(e  defigns  were  (b  vifible, 
Generals  refolved  to  proceed  againft  them  with 
two  feparate  armies  atoiic^.  <  Indeed  theic 
wa9  the  greater  neceflity  bf  affingiVigoroufly  on 
this  occafion,  as  a  large  bo(fy  of  Indians  had 
made  two  furious  attacks  en  a  Portuguefe  Fortt 
with  ferae  pieces  of  cannob}  ftnd  committed 
feveral  barbwties>  whkh  £>nieof  them,  being 
taken  prifoners,  confe^j  was  done  at  dieir 

PA/fif/ jnitigatkAi 

TThe  Portuguefe  h^  fearce  pafled  over  the 
river  Pardo^  when  a  large  bodv  of  Indians  h^ 
gan  to  difoover  themf^vesy  aqa  tohjurais  d^ 
-majx^h ;  nocwitfafianding  "w&dt^^ey  ftill  prow 
ceeded,  with  the  enemy  always  in  fights  ttt 
they  came  to  one  of  thdr  principal  pofts^  which 
was  fortified  with  a  double-entrenchment  Thd 
General,  meeting  with  this  obftrudion,  fent  to 
-defire  a  pariey  with  the  Savages,  from  whoni 
he  received  no  other  anfwer  than  that  their 
Camp-mafterj    named  Andri  \  had  orders 

froift 

*  This  Andre  was  a  Lay-brother,  one  of  thofe  Engiaem 
or  Officers,  who  had  been  fent  over,  difguifed  in  the  habit 
of  a  Jefuit ;  and  as  it  fo  highly  imported  the  Society  to  aft 
as  much  in  the  dark  as  poflible^  this  anfwer,  which  fo 

plainly 


SxQlca,  yofi^j^fffnofi,  QPt.  to  fiifferthePorta^icif 
lOf  i^y  a^fatij},  .IP  94v«iGc^  Tlws  opGfrwa 
]Rras  .^dafcd  bjs(weeii,thetJeriHft8. And  tne  King 

fm,  ,|til.  the  yp%F>i^j4,  yqt  thu^Qeoefal  of  lb 
\^Viex  VxiffCftt  in4»g}iu|p£^f|Ap  jire9J(..tD'C|Ee 
fute  his  i^QailieiV^(pr4$i^»  ^^  fbumi  toiooo&i 
ggijij  tnicc,  tp^  Jjis  C^iMi«  Af^edyV  ^pleafin 
bf  j|<m«!iPti.  ;At:'th9iiHiie.tiix^  -th 
Fprecs,  .39^^^  M .'  ftkc»:  *  -jdiflTerfli 

jpfot^  anfl  c^n^eUed  to  re;tui$;to;itne;  baaksii 
* g\|itifdkiis|Mfijf,r{»s,th9 Io4i^  tUeyifsMK 

P^t^*  ,d««ajps,  dQ(b;9yfid.'.4¥iie<y^diin 

|}fiS8i&fy  %.>t^  /(u1?6^R(!P. j>f  ^«troo^i/ .  vdi 
were  greatly  aftoniihed  to  fe^.tJ^jr.SdWgetMnidi 
^e^j^eiit;  fta(i7»gBl«tK  di&ipUfi^  .which 
SB^  'm^nSS&si^  tft)€0!fi^rfik  hsm,  a,|)eopk;  ik 
^Jijff^ly  fo  .rH^«,.  isn^. ;  jgpowiH,  .iboukL  Ims 
J^{4(  wit)io^;ijiMe  inillni(^iiQO-.o£.iEuinpai 

c4i.thp  two  CbuFtey'  that  of  M»dnd»).befidi 

ppdcced  i^M^/to  ^b^rge  :tb£iJE)fovindal_o£.cl] 
tdflitS;  w^th.  tif^a^^of  fiutfa,  and 'ta  tdl  Jboia.  t 
}v^7fc^}x;L  plain  tlSiin^Si  ihstiiif  hejcUd:not2dc 
ll^vqc  up  the  Indian  villages  in  ^  peaceable  ouix: 

jsiblifly  4Hi30va:e4  wWt  bift  bcethce^:  toc^  iuch  fatnp  t 
^ODoeal,  muA  be  attritHiled  to  the  io4]j(cj«(ion .  ot  thcJU 
ttaoih.  ... 

-i#      •  «'rt»         .,...•.■•,.  a.  #     -  «  w      •-  .  .     •        .,  ^-  -»     - 

vj:„  pel 
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titty  &y  that  not  a  fingle  dippmorcof  Uob4 
taight  be  (hed,  tfao  King  would  look  on  Um 
and  his  brethren  as  traitors,  and  proceed  againO: 
them  accordingly.  The  Court  of  Lifbon  alio 
on  receiving  the  like  information,  fent  iii^ 
ibudbns  of  the  £une  tenor  to  their  General» 
direding  him  to  ad  in  concert  with  the  Spa<- 
niih,  ti^  an  end  might  be  put  to  k^  fcandaloud 
/a  war.  But  before  diefe  orders  came  to  hand> 
the  two  Commiflaries  had  agreed  to  unite  their 
forces,  and,  in  cfied,  this^  jundion  had  been 
4nadQ  in  January,  1756;  in  ooniequence  of 
wliich,  the  combined  army  began  to  move  .op 
-the  firft  of  Fehmary  \  when^  a  general  mufltt 
being  made,  ^xfjcon  Spaaifii  foldiers  were  fininid 
miffing,  lliefe  men  bad  been  fent  to  reoofi- 
cioitre  the  field  and  get  fbme  intelligence  ^  and 
tho'  it  was  at  firft  fufpeded,  that  they  had  de* 
ferted,  their  mangled  carcafTes  fooa  diicovered^ 
that  th^  had  been  cmelly  murdered  byapany 
of  Indians,  wlxv  to  ihew  thqr  had  no  hoftife 
intentions,  perfidioufly  decoyed  them  oh,  by 
holding  out  a  white  flag,  and  offering  them  re^ 
firefhments; 

*  The  united  forces  continued  their  marcht 
perpetually  harralTed  by  the  enemy,  till  the 
'  I  odii  of  February;  when  the  Indians,  tho'ad- 
vantageouily  fortified  on  an  eminence,  were 
briikly  attacked  in  their  entrenchments^  and, 
after  an  obftinate  refinance,  totally  routed, 
ieaVxAg  a  good  number  dead  on  the  fpot,  with 
feveral  pieces  of  cannon,  &€.  This  blow  made 
fuch  impreffion  on  them,  that  they  did  not  ven- 
ture 


tare  a  ftoMH'  engagement,  till  fSn»  S^iS'N 
March^  when  the  two  armies  approached  tl 
foot  of  a  i^kj  fteepand  itlmoft  itiacceiiib 
'inountain/  wmd),  however,-' having  atteitap^ 
-^  afeendjj  in  order  to  proceed  ""to  diie  iettloheA 
4jn  the  o^er  fide,  diey  found  the  pais  defends 
hf  anodier  regular  entrenchnnent,  well  plaMx 
with  artillery,  and  filled  with  a  large  feodyi 
Indians  $  but'  thefe,  being  finartty  fired'  Ujpc 
l>y  feme  field*piecc!s,  and  inftantly  attacked  i 
-flank,  were  alio  diflodged  and  put  to  flight. 

'  Notwithftahding  -  this  fecond  vidtery,    tJ 

'troops  were  obliged  to  halt  till  the  3d  of  Ma; 

hi  order  to  clear  the  roads  and  opeti  themfelvi 

a  pal&ge,  when,  proceeding  on  their  marel 

tfi^dtfcovered  another  body  of  Indians^  ne; 

three  thoufand  in  number,   who  had  iever 

'ikirmiihes  widi  the  advanced  guard.      Thi 

'  ilill  continued  marching  on,  till  they  came  \ 

the  river  Cberiubiy  the  paflage  of  which  w 

hotly  difputed  by  the  Indians,  who  had  he 

?allb  fortified  dielttfelves,  but,  beitig  vigorouf 

;attacked>  were  ibon  driven-  from  their  pod 

^The  Portuguefe  General,  advifing  his  Goiirt  1 

<«this  day's  €^p«^tion,  thus  concludes  his  lettei 

'*«  The  inclofdd  plan  fufiidenfly  demonftrait 

'  wkh  what  propriety  the  Savagest  hiad  taket>  the 

-meafures.      In  fhort,  if  this  plan  was  r'ie^all 

1  drawn  by  Indians,  as  the  Jefuits  give  put^  :< 

ihuft  only  ferve  to  convince  the  world,  th; 

tliefe  good  Fathers,  who  pretend  to  come  hithe 

with  no  other  view  but  to  convert  louls,  hav 

taken  iiifinitdy  more  pains  to  inftruiSt  thenri  i 

th 
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^  military  art,  than*  in  the  duties  of  Cba« 
itiafiity/' 

The  troops  iUTived^  on  the  i6th  of  May,  at 
ikttDwnQ£St.Mii:baely  which  they  found. all 
in  flames,  tho'  it  rained  pretty  hard.  The  fined 
houfes  had  been  already  reduced  to  afhes,  and 
the  church  itfelf,  a  magnificent  edifice,  was 
with  much  difficulty  preferved.  On  the .  fame 
night,  the  Spanifh  General  refblved  to  attempt 
taking  by  furprize  the  town  of  St.  Laurence^ 
about  two  leagues  diflant  %  for  which  purpofe 
he  fent  the  Governor  of  Monte  Vedio  with  doo 
Spaniards  and  200  Portuguefe.  They  entered 
the  place  at  day^break,  without  being  perceiv* 
ed>  and  found  a  confiderable  number  of  fami'- 
lies  in  it,  with  three  Jefuits,  viz.  Father  Lam^ 
their  Curate,  die  famous 'F.  TedeOy  one  of  the 
nx>ft  adtive,  turbulent,  and  refolute  of  the 
.whole  Society,  and  a  Lay-brother.  Every  thing 
here  fell  into  their  hands  without  omx)fition» 
The  two  former  Jesuits  were  carried  to  die  main 
body  of  the  army,  from  whence  the  General 
lent  the  firft  back  again  to  the  town,  defiring 
the  Portuguefe  Officer  to  entertain  the  other  in 
his  own  tent;  but  when  the  troops  arrived  at 
the  village  of  St.  John,  this  laft  Jefuit  was  left 
in  cuftody  of  the  Governor,  who,  in  a  few  days 
after,  fufiered  him  to  retire  to  another  part  pf 
yParaguai*.  There  was  a  fourth  Jefuit,  who, 
::.J7    ..  by 


- ..  1 


*(It  bas  been  coD)e6lured,  with  great  (hew  of  prohabi- 
litj',  trtfmjKWACQVcrnorii  canduftj/as  wdl  aa  theGc»p- 


•y    .  .  >.j  - • 


m. 


by  his  fedkiDiis  diftoQrA6aAdlBM^tfeiW%clii& 
viour,  had  ttken  more  than  ordinary  pains  fii^|xt» 
Jndjce^thebidia&s^iEunft  theefdi^  botdnl 
IkiaAy!  at  the  apprmdi  of  the  trbops^  faiid  %A 
bejTGnd  the  mountains^  with  the  inhabibuils  isf 
llw  firflf-meiitioiied  town,  n^erebf  he  was  Oi- 
nie,  after  hafmg  fet  iton  fire»  as  befere  re^ 
latod. 

Nothing  OGfuld  be  mote  ania«ing  dnm  ^  ftfc 
wkh  what  a  blind  obedience  the  poor  CFeattutii 
who  remained  in  tfaefe  towns»  fubtnilMd  16 
tfas  adntrary  will  of  tfadr  P^f  5)  at  whole  ribd 
th^  threw  themfelves  flat  on  the  ground,  »di 
after  having  patieirtly  recdved  twenfy-fiv6  laihel 
wiA  a  fcourge,  xdk  np,  and  humbly  kiftd 
thek  hands.  -^ 

The  two  Generals  having  taken  up  thefr 
quarters,  one  at  St.  Michael's,  and  the  othtir 
at  St  John's,  had  now  an  opportunihr  of  ex^ 
aixuning  at  Idfure  certain  papers  found  in  dkifl 
Jefuits*  pofleffion,  three  of  which,  being  writ- 
ien  in  the  Indian  tongue^  gave  great  light  int6 
|he  iecret  fpring6  of  the  prefent  revolt.  The 
two  firft  contained  inftrudtions  frcmi  the  Capfms 
to  the  officers  of  their  refpedive  forces  to  af'* 
femble  in  a  body,  exciting  them  to  refift  to  the 
laft  drop  of  blood,  and  not  to  fuffer  any  white 
people  to  fet  foot  in  their  country.     The  third 

rars,  in  permitting  two  fuch  dangerons  Incend!ftric5  to 
cfcupe,  that  they  had  been  corrupted  ;  tho'  peri\aps  it 
might  have  been  owing  to  fear,  as  they  law  what  a  pro* 
di^;Ious  influence  thole  aafty  ^fiilioaaries  had  over  the  na- 
tives. 

confided 
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Confifted  of  a  letter,  £iid  to  have  been  writien 
in  the  name  of  all  the  Ca^iques^  to  the  Go* 
.vernor  of  Buenos  Ayres^  wherein  they  declare 
jdieir  unalterable  refolution  of  n^ver  fubmitting 
to  the  intended  exchange. 

The  J.efuits  and  their  jpartizan^  endeavoured 
tD  make  the  world  believe,  that  thefe  papers 
not  only  contained  the  genuine  fentiments  of 
the  Indkns,  but  were  a<£tually  drawn  up  by 
diofe  whoie  names  are  fubfcribed  :  notwith- 
flanding  which,  it  was  the  general  opinion,  and 
indeed  it  can  fcarce  be  doubted,  that,  by  whom- 
fbever  they  were  written,  the  contents  were 
entirely  dictated  by  their  Padres^  who  are  per- 
fect maders  of  the  language,  and  well  knew, 
how  admirably  fuch  papers  conduced  to  pro^ 
mote  their  own  ends.  Moreover,  the  drawing 
tiiem  up,  in  the  name/  ilyle,  and  language  of 
the  Savages,  anfwered  at  once  two  ufeful  pur* 
pofes ;  the  firft,  to  divert  their  va(&ls  from  ac- 
cepting any  overtures  of  accommodation,  and 
thereby  move  efifedtually  eftablifhing  the  domi- 
nion they  had  acquired  over  them  \  the  fecond^ 
as  it  leis  hazarded  their  own  perfons,  in  caie  of 
accidents, .  fincc  they  might  always  lay  the 
J}lame  of  what  followed  on  the  incorrigible  ob- 
ftinacy  of  the  Indians,  which  they  themfclves 
thus  craftily  fomented.  There  was  another 
ftill  more  exquifitc  piece  of  cunning  to  be  re- 
marked in  the  letter,  wherein,  among  other 
things,  it  was  infinuated,  that  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jcfty  was  an  utter  ftranger  to  the  violent  pro- 
ceedings of  his  General,  and,  when  informed 
%      '  Hh  thereof. 


IjC'   '. 


t]bcreof>  wopid  fhew  his  refentaient, . .  .  Tlu 
circumftance  alone»  tho  a  mere'invenq9j^  q 
tjic  Jeiuits,  >yas  fuflicient  to  render  the  S^vj^ge 
deaf  to  all  propofa)s^  and  eyeqi  to  juiliiy  tbei 
treating  as  robbersj  fuch  a$  invaded  thek}  90140 

To  proceed  with  the  narrative.-  Aftqr  tli 
two  Generals  had  taken  poHeilion  of  the  ieve 
villages  on  t)ie  eaflern  banlj;^  of  the  Uragm. 
dio'  the  Jefiiits  were  under  a  neceifity  of  fhe.w 
ine  an  external  fubmiiHon,  and  even  pretend^ 
with  the  utmoft  aiTurance,  that  th^  ha4  oc 
only  done  their  utmofl:  to  induce  the  laf^iaoi;  t 
remove,  but  that  they  were  adually  gone  t 
fettle  on  the  weflern  banks  of  that  river},  yi 
their  behaviour  ioon  difcovered>  that  nothin 
was  farther  from  their  intention;  for,  ^at  th 
very  time,  tliofe  who  had  efcaped  from  ll^e  la 
(hock,  had  been  ordered  by  them,  to  retire  inl 
the  woods,  where  they  continued  increaiiDg  t 
fuch  a  degree,  that,  in  May  1757,  upwards  ( 
fourteen  thoufand  had  aifembled  from  difTerci 
cantons,  who,  being  wholly  under  the  ii^ 
cnce  of  their  Midionaries,  committed  fo  man 
outrages,  and  perfiiled  fo  obflinately  in  ,the 
rebellion,  that  both  Crowns  had  the  mortific2 
tion  to  find  all  their  mcafures  broken. 

This  fliort  detail  may  fuffice  to  give  an  idc 
of  what  the  Jefuits  have  done,  and  are  (li 
doing,  in  the  ibuthern  parts  of  Brafii  ;  the 
tranfadlions  in  the  northern  parts  are  too  rauc 
of  a  piece  with  the  former,  not  to  convince  th 
world,  that  they  are  governed  by  the  ,i^o] 

maxima 
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maxims,    and  z&,  on  the  fame  plan  every^ 
where. 

The  Society  in  Portugal  had  managed  their 
affairs  with  fuch  diifimulation,  as  to  conceal 
from  the  Court  thofe  vaft  projedls,  which,  for 
fo  many  years,  had  been  artfully  difguiled  un* 
der  the  mafk  of  religion.  As  outward  appear^ 
ances  pleaded  ftrongly  in  their  favor,  they  had 
obtained  the  grant  of  feveral  extenfive  privi- 
leges, in  the  provinces  of  Gran  Parci  and  Ma* 
rantSOy  which,  by  degrees,  were  fo  enormoufly 
abufed,  that  they  had  rendered  theml'elves  ab« 
iblute  Lords  of  the  whole  government,  both  ^i^ 
ritual  and  temporal,  of  the  Indians,  who  werd 
reduced,  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  Pa^ 
raguaiy  to  the  moft  abjed:  ftate  of  flavery,  oh 
pretence  of  converting  them.  Thofe  Fathera 
had  not  only  got  pofleflion  of  all  their  lands, 
but  had  appropriated  to  themfelves  even  the 
manual  labor  of  thofe  wretched  Savages,  who 
were  fcarce  permitted  to  cultivate  a  narrow  fpoC 
for  their  own  fufafiftence;  and,  with  all  this 
inhuman  treatment,  fb  little  r^ard  was  had  to 
commcHi  decency,  that  the  cloaths  allowed  them 
were  icarce  fufBcient  to  cover  their  nakednefs. 
In  order  to  maintain  fb  tyrannical  a  dominion, 
the  fame  arts  were  pnuStifed  here,  which  had 
proved  {o  fuccefsful  in  Paraguai^  that  is,  by 
prohibiting  the  Portuguefe  from  fetting  foot  in 
any  of  the  Indian  villages,  on  pretence  forfooth 
that  the  communication  of  Seculars  would  cor- 
rupt their  innocence,  tho'  this  prohibition  alio 
extended  to  the  Religious  of  all  other  orders, 

Hh  2  and 
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tfnd  like  wife  forbidding  them  to  make  ufe  oi 
the  Portugucfe  language.  By  thefe  and  othei 
ibatagems,  they  hiad  reduced  the  natives  to  ar 
abfolute  dependence  on  their  arbitrary  wiil,  lit- 
tle regarding  papal  cenfures,  and  ftill  lefs  the 
decrees  of  Don  Scbaftian  and  his  royal  fuccef- 
fors,  which  forbid  all  perfons,  of  what  qualit) 
foever,  to  make  flaves  of  the  Indians. 

Beiides  this  ufurpation  on  the  liberty  and 
property  of  thofe  poor  creatures,  they  proceeded 
to  the  monopoly  of  commerce,  in  direft.  oppo- 
fition  to  the  Canon-Law,  which  exprefly  con* 
demns  the  praftice  in  all  Ecclefiaflics,  efpecially 
Regulars,  but  denounces  the  hcavieft  cenfures 
againft  Merchandizing  Mijjionari'es^  that  is,  fuch 
as  go  into  foreign  parts,  on  pretext  of  propa- 
gating the  Gofpel,  and  there  enrich  themfelves 
by  trade,  as  the  Jefuits  are  well  known  to  do  *, 
Th?y  had,  in  fine,  become  io  entirely  maften 
of  all  traflic  in  thefe  two  provinces,  as  not  only 
to  have  engrofled,  by  force  or  fraud,  every 
merchantable  commodity,  biit  even  the  com- 
mon neceflaries  of  life. 

Thefe  exorbitances  had  cried  long  and  loudly 
for  redrefs.  The  planters  faw  themfelves  re- 
duced to  the  utmoft  diftrefs  by  the  inlatiable 
avarice  of  thefe  trading  Priells,  who  had  de- 
prived them  of  the:  neceflary  affiftance  of  la- 

^  For  this  purpofe  ihey  have  then*  fiiftors  and  brokers 
in  .ill  partp,  where  any  profprft  of  gain  ofFcrs.  Thofe  in 
the  dominions  of  Spain  and  Portugal  had  greatly  the  ad- 
vantage t)f  other  merchants,  in  being  fufFcrcd  to  ihibbrr 
and  export  all  kind  of  goods,  daty-frce. 
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bouring  hands,  and  confequently  of  die  means^ 
of  gaining  a  fubfiflence  from  the  culture  x)f« 
their  grounds.    The  frequent  remonftrances  on 
this  head»  which  the  preceding  Kings  of  Por- 
tugal had  been  diverted  from  attending  to,  at. 
length  reached  the  ears  of  John  V.  This  Prince 
communicated  his  fendments  to  Pope  BenediSi 
XIV.  who,  readily  concurring  with  his  Majcfly, 
iflued  a  Bull,  in  the  year   1741,  againft  the 
abufes  complained  of,  which  the  King  com-  ^ 
manded,  by  a  decree,  to  be  put  into  imme- 
diate execution.     But  all  this  was  labor  loft; 
for  when  the  Bi(hop  of  Gran  Para  attempted  ta 
publish  it,  the  Jefuits  made  fuch  vic^ent  oppo- 
lition,  that  he  was  forced  to  defift  *. 

As  the  King,  at  this  time,  was  extremely 
indilpofed,  which  put  a  ftop  to  any  farther 
meafures  at  Court,  things  remained  in  the  fame . 
fituation  till  his  prefent  Majefty's  acceflion,  who 
appointed  the  Governor  of  the  faid  provinces, 
his  CommlfTary  and  Plenipotentiary  for  fettling 
the  difputed  boundaries  in  thofe  parts,  with  or- 
ders to  proceed  to  the  frontiers  of  the  river 
Negro^  and  there  to  provide  accommodations 
for  the  King  of  Spain's  commiiTarics,  with  whoax 
he  was  to  confer,  and  then  to  proceed,  in  their 
company,  to  die  place  where  the  limits  were 
to  be  marked  out,  purfuant  to  the  treaty.  And 

^  The  Jefuits,  as  appears  from  innumerable  inftanccs, 
have  (hewn  Icfs  reverecce  to  the  epifcopal  charaflcr  than 
any  other  religious  order,  having  done  their  utmoi>,  on  all 
occafions,  to  withdraw  the  people  from  all  rcfpcft  or  obe«. 
dicnce  due  to  their  Dioccfans. 

Hh  2  a& 


r  * 


\ 


470  Of  the  Jefmis*  Empire j 

as  it  was  now  no  fecret  in  Lifbonj  that  nothing 
could  be  done  effectually  widiout  the  ccmcur- 
rcnce  of  the  Jefuits,  a  letter  was  written  to 
their  Vice-Provincial,  in  the  King  s  name,  ear- 
neflly  prefling  him  to  contribute^  with  all  the 
laboring  .  Indians  under  his  juriidiftion,  and 
whatever  elfe  lay  in  his  power,  towards  facili- 
tating the  intended  journey,  the  greater  part  of 
which  was  to  be  by  water. 

But  this  letter  was  fo  little  regarded,  that  the 
Indians,  inflead  of  being  made  ferviceable, 
were  excited  to  a  general  revolt,  having  all  fbr- 
iaken  their  dwellings,  at  the  inftlgation  of  Fa-^ 
ther  jintonio  yoz^pb^  a  Portuguefe,  and  Father 
Hunderfiindy  a  German,  who  had  bedn  pre- 
vioufly  fent  among  them  for  this  purpofe.  At 
the  fame  time,  tlie  Vice  Provincial  dilpatchcd 
another  Jefuit,  his  nephew,  to  drive  out  the 
Carmelite  Fryars,  who  had  fettled  in  thofe 
parts,  and  concerned  themfelves  about  nothing 
but  the  bufmefs  of  their  million  *.  All  this 
was  done  with  a  view  of  creating  fuch  diforder 
and  confufion  as  might  ruin  the  plantations, 
and  thereby  depopulate  the  country ;  the  fureft 
method  they  could  take  to  fruflrate  the  end  of 

*  The  treatment  thefe  Religious  met  with,  was  no  more 
than  what  might  be  expelled  from  a  body  of  men,  who 
have  j*u  infinite  contempt  of  all  other  orders,  and,  in  every 
pjrt  of  the  world,  where  they  find  the  milTion  turn  to  ac- 
count, look  on  them  as  interlopers  in  a  trade,  whiqh  the 
Society  woi;ld  wholly  engrofs  to  itfelf.  The  cruel  perfecu- 
tion  they  r«^ifcd  againft  the  miflionaries  in  other  countries, 
particularly  in  Chiua  and  Japan,  is  not  nnfunilar  to  the 
piefent  iiillance. 
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the  conferences,  and  indeed  to  prevent  their 
being  held  at  all:  to  efFcft  which,  they  had 
not  only  removed  the  inhabitants  from  the  vil* 
lages  on  the  fcld  river,  but  caufed  them  to  carry 
off  or  dcftroy  all  the  corn  and  other  provifions, 
to  the  end  that,  for  want  of  hands  to  row  the 
canoes,  and  neceffary  fubfiftence,  the  troops 
"which  attended  the  Commiflary,  might  meet 
with  ini'uperable  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  at 
length  perifli  with  hunger. 

When  an  account  of  thefe  enormous  pro* 
ceedings  arrived  at  Court,  the  Society  had  fuch 
influence,  that  every  thing,  both  in  Church 
and  State,  was,  in  a  manner,  at  their  difpofal  *• 
But  tho*  the  King  had  fuffident  provocation  to 
treat  them  with  the  utmoft  feverity,  yet,  fuch 
was  his  lenity,  that  he  contented  himfeif  with 
turning  them  out  of  the  palace;  and  as  to  thofe 
in  Bralil,  he  only  ordered  the  Vice  Provincial  to 
be  i'crioufly  exhorted  to  put  a  (lop  to  the  prefent 
diibi'ders,  that  four  of  the  moft  turbulent  of 
his  party  (hould  be  banifhed,  and  the  Carme- 
lites  reinftated  in  their  old  fettlements,  of  which 
they  had  been  fo  unjuftly  difpoflcffed. 

The  Commiflary,  having  funnounted  thofe 
embarraflments  which  the  Jefuits  had  occafion- 
cd,  even  in  the  very  capital  of  Gran  Par^^  with 
a  view  of  retarding  his  expedition,  fet  out  in 
OAober  1754*    During  the  whole  courfe  of 

♦  At  this  tiinc,  the  Jefuits  fwarmed  in  the  palacx! :  Jozh 
Ahreira,  the  King's  confedbr,  had  aDartments  in  it,  as 
well  as  at  his  college  of  St.  Roquc,  in  both  which  he  gftve 
public  audience. 

Hh  4  this 
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this  tedious  navigation,   he  experienoed^  thai 

thefc  Fathers  were  invariable  in  their  condud, 
and  had  left  nothing  unattempced  to  obftnict 
his  pa^ge ;  inibmuch  that  the  difficulties  fae 
encountered,  with  re^d  to  the  Indian  rowers 
as  well  as  the  want  of  provifions,  are  beyond 
cxprefHon.  The  firft  village  he  came  to,  one 
of  the  heft  peopled  in  the  whole  canton,  was 
entirely  deferted  of  every  ulefiil  hand,  none 
beine  left  in  it,  befidcs  Father  SaAiiv&n\  tfaeir 
Miiuonary,  with  three  old  men,  fomc  boys, 
and  a  few  women.  Here  he  was  obliged  to 
fend  a  party  of  foldiers  into  the  woods,  to  pro- 
cure fix  rowers,  who  confeiTed  they  had  fled 
away  by  diredion  of  their  Padre.  In  the  lame 
conditbn  he  found  every  other  village,  without 
exception,  and,  as  the  Indians  he  caught  were 
continually  deferting,  and  he  could  not  proceed 
Without  their  afliftance,  he  was  forced  to  lend 
out  frefli  parties  every  day  in  fearch  of  them. 
How  the  Jefuits  behaved,  with  rcfpedt  to  pro- 
vidons,  may  be  gathered  from  the  following 
cxtradl  of  a  letter,  wrote  by  the  Bifliop  on  this 
head :  "  Thefe  Miffionaries,  fays  he,  paid  lb 
little  regard  to  the  royal  mandate,  and  had  ib 
little  charity  for  their  fellow-fubjecls,  that,  in 
all  the  villages  under  their  jurildiction,  they 
had  (Iridlly  forbidden  the  Indians  to  fbw  any 
corn,  telling  them,  in  order  to  enforce  a  more 
ready  compliance  to  lb  unreafonable  and  inhu* 
man  a  command,  that,  in  cale  of  their  beino^ 
reduced    to    extreme   neceffity,    they   fhould' 
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be  fuifered  to  feek  their  fubfiftence  in  their 
woods  *." 

The  Society,  in  (hort,  had  fb  much  at  heart 
the  fruftrating  of  this  expedition,  that  they  had 
ittiOXj  enjoined  every  ibui  in  their  dominions, 
under  moft  rigorous  penalties,  not  to  fell  a  (in- 
gle grain  of  corn  to  any  white  people,  nor  to 
afford  them  the  leaft  fuccour.  This  was  the 
general  purport  of  their  fermons,  as  certain 
Portuguele  ibldiers,  who  had  gone  to  purchafe 
a  fupply  for  the  garrifon,  and  were  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  Indian  language  than  the 
preacher  fufpetSed,  heard  with  great  aftonifh*- 
ment,  after  having  attended  divine  fervice«  It 
was  now  diicovered,  that  theie  ambitious  Priefts 
had  carried  their  audacioufnefs  to  fuch  an  height, 
as  to  make  treaties  with  the  Indians  in  their 
own  name,  without  the  lead  intervention  or 
participation  of  the  Governor  or  any  of  the 
King's  officers,  wherein  it  was  ftipulated,  that 
the  lupreme  dominion  and  fervice  of  thofe  Bar- 
barians fhould  be  veiled  in  the  Society,  exclu- 
five  of  the  crown  and  fubjefts  of  Portugal.  Of 
thefe  treafonable  pradices  there  were  many  un- 
doubted proofs,  particularly  in  the  treaty  con- 

• 

^  Some  notice  has  been  already  token  of  the  bKnd  obe- 
dience of  thefe  Savages,  in  fufieriDg  themfclTes  to  be  coo^ 
fined  and  whipt,  like  flaves;  but  it  feems  impoflible  to 
produce  a  Wronger  inftance  than  the  prefent,  of  the  bound- 
lefs  power  their  Padres  had  acquired  over  them,  fince  from 
hence  it  appears,  that  they  rather  chofe  to  run  the  tJkr  of 
ftarving,  than  iaulter  in  their  obedience.  .  ,  . , 

eluded 


eluded  by  Father  David  Fitf  *,  and  tranfmittc 
to  Court. 

His  Majefty,  being  now  convinced,  that  thei 
^as  a  neceflity  of  applying  iharper  rem^diei 
difpatched  frefh  orders  to  the  Biihop,  to  pul 
lifli  without  farther  delay  the  Bull  afore-men 
cioned,  (wherein  the  Indians  are  declared  a  fre 
people,  and  the  greater  excommunication  dc 
nounced  againft  fuch  as  (hall  prefume  to  maic 
tain  the  contrary)  together  with  the  two  roj^; 
decrees  to  the  fame  purpofe.  But  as  the  Gc 
vernor,  to  whom  alfo  the  mod  peremptory  oi 
dcrs  were  fcnt  to  enforce  the  execution  thereo: 
was  gone  on  the  expedition,  this  Prelate,  wh 
prelided  in  his  abfence,  apprehending  fbme  i 
confequences  from  the  reftlefs  machinations  c 
the  Jefuits,  judged  it  prudent  tofufpendall  pro 
ccedings  till  his  return ;  and  indeed  there  ws 
an  abfolute  neceflity  of  temporizing  on  the  pre 
fent  occafion,  as  he  had  received  undoubted  in 
formation,  that  thofe  Fathers  had  entire! 
thrown  ofF  the  mafic,  when  they  found  thj 
the  Commiflary,  inftcad  of  being  intimidated  2 
the  many  difficulties  he  met  with,  refolutel 
perfifted  in  his  journey.     They  had  not  onl 

♦  This  man  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  It  appears  fror 
fcveral  names  in  the  foregoing  narrative,  that  the  Socitr 
had  feme  amongfl;  them  from  ahnofl  every  nation  in  Eu 
rope  :  whether  they  had  any  from  England,  is  not  fo  clear 
but  certain  it  is,  that  the  Jefuits  of  this  kingdom  have  ex 
prellcd  the  utmoft  rcfentmcct  at  the  mcafurcs  of  the  Cour 
of  Portugal,  and  denounced  the  heavieft  judgments  again! 
the  King  and  his  MiniAry,  for  having  treated  their  brethrcj 
£b  rigoroufly. 
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raifeda  mutiny  among  the  foldiers,  but  done 
their  utmoft  to  feduce  the  officers  from  their  du- 
ty, fomc  of  whom  they  had  decoyed  into  the  fe- 
cret  receflcs  of  their  college,  under  pretext  of 
inftrudling  them  in  the  Jpiritual  exercifes  of  St. 
Iznatius  *,  but,  in  reality,  that  they  might  have 
lAie  better  opportunity  of  corrupting  them.  For 
this  purpofe,  they  exerted  their  whole  rhetoric, 
malicioufly  infinuating,  that  the  Commiflary 
had  undertaken  this  fatiguing  journey,  unknown 
to  his  Majefty,  and  brought  them,  out  of  mere 
caprice,  into  thofe  wild  and  inhofpitable  forefts, 
whefe,  befides  the  numberlefs  embarraffments 
to  be  encountered  with  in  the  paffage,  they 

•  Thefe  exercifes  conflft  in  k  certain  coorfc  of  devotion, 
that  is«  in  repeating  a  fet  number  of  prayers  by  rote,  and 
performing  many  idle  ceremonies,  for  a  longer  or  (horter 
ipace,  but  always  within  one  of  the  Society's  colleges,  from 
which  circnmftance  they  derive  their  fole  merit ;  and  it  is 
to  be  noted,  that,  during  the  whole  time,  no  communica- 
tion is  to  be  had  with  any  one  abroad.  A  Layman  may  be 
admitted  to  thefe  godly  exercifcs,  provided  he  pays  for  his 
board :  the  ufual  price  in  Portugal,  for  ordinary  perfons, 
was  three  teftoons  a  day ;  tho',  it  may  be  prefumed,  the 
entertainment  as  well  as  indruftions  of  the  officers  here 
fpoken  of,  were  given  gratis.  This  is  allowed  to  be  one 
of  the  great  myftcries  c^  Jefuitifm  ;  and  tho*  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  the  managers  of  this  fpiritual  engine  are  too 
fenfiblc  of  Its  in()gnificanq%  with  regard  to  any  benefit  ac- 
cruing to  thofe  on  whom  it  is  employed,  not  to  make  a  jeft 
of  it  among  themfelves,  yet  is  it  eafy  to  perceive,  what 
itfes  fuch  artful  men  may  put  it  to,  by  working  on  the  paf- 
fions  of  others,  to  fcrvc  their  own  ends.  It  was  by  the 
frequency  of  fuch  religious  exercifes,  enforced  by  Jefnitical 
Sq)htftry,  that  Clement,  ChafteU  RavUlac,  and  th^  bte 
Confpiraton  in  Portugal,  were  tempted  to  aflaiOnate  thdr 
Sovereigns. 
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length  inevitably  perilh  with  hunger  \    ! 
all  tlieJe  mileries  were  to  be  endured,     j 
gratify  his   unreafonable  humor  :    iri'    \ 
the  bufmefs  he  pretended  to  go  upori,' 
x)uid  non  would  be  ever  effected,    a^ 
-marks  *,  which  had  been  fixed,  were* 
and  broke  in  pieofs.                          ^*' 
clandeftine  ftratagems  and  treafonable" 
ins,    tliey  proceeded  to  open  violencCj;' 
Jig  their  dominion  by  force  of  arms  : ' 
h  end,  they  afted  in  perfeft  concert ' 
Spanilh  Jefuits  lettled  on  the  northern  ' 
Two  Germans,  named  Ecbart  and" 
■rg,  who  had  been  lent  thither,  ibme  " 
before,   in  the  habit  of  Mifiionaries, 
nd  in  one  of  the  neighbouring  villages,  ' 
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forced  to  return  to  the  Capital,  where  he  found 
how  neccllary  his  presence  was,  to  facilitabi' 
what  the  BiOiop  had  ib  vainly  attempted  by  his 
own  authority.  The  Bull,  in  fliort,  with  the 
two  royal  decrees,  were  at  length  pubUfhed,  to 
the  great  joy  'of  the  inhabitants.  Yet,  not- 
withdanding  this  promi&ng  af^earance,  the 
confequences  of  thofe  plots  and  intrigues,  which. 
thcSocicty  had  been  fo  long  carrying  on,  were 
ftiU  feverely  felt ;  for  tho'  they  could  not  fliake 
the  fidelity  of  his  Majefty's  officers,  they  pre- 
vailed io  far  over  the  moft  worthless  and  di^b- 
lutc  of  the  private  men,  that  the  general  had' 
no  fboner  quitted  the  banks  of  the  river  Negro,' 
than  an  hundred  and  twenty  deferted.  The& 
fellows,  not  content  with  this,  broke  open  the* 
King's  llores,  from  whence  they  ftolc  not  only 
arms  and  ammunition,  but  whatever  elfecamc 
to  hand,  and,  after  plundering  ieveral  of  the 
inhabitants'  houfes,  retired  with  their  fpoil  to' 
the  fettlsments  of  the  Spanifh  Jefuits,  where 
they  remained,  when  the  lafl  advices  came 
from  thence,  bearing  date  the  iSthof  June, 
1 758,  with  which  incident  the  preient  narrative 
concludes. 

As  I  am  afraid  you  may  have  been  tired  with', 
the  prolixity  of  this  letter,  I  ihall  make  amends' 
by  the  Oiortnefs  of  my  next,  which  will  con- 
tain ibmc  refleftibns  on  two  or  three  of  the 
mod  flriking  parages  in  the  preceding  naaa- 
th^e,  on  the  Jefuitical  Empire  founded  in  Ame- 
rica, :  and  the-  treatment  this  crafty  fcA  has ' 
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I  Have  ftlready  mfbrmed  you,  to  whom  I 
am  chiefly  indebted  for  the  fcUowiog  >e« 
mark»  viz.  to  the  Italian  Gendeman  'I  ipoke 
of,  who,  tho'  a  Papift,  had  ib  little  of  the 
Bigot  in  him,  that  he  looked  on  Rama  U 
Santa^  as  it  is  proverbially  ftiled  in  Italy,  in 
no  other  light  man  that  of  a  mere  fink  of  pA^ 
lution. 

The  firft  relates  to  the  hundred  and  twenty 
Portuguefe  Deferters,  who  not  only  found  a 
iecure  afylum,  but  a  moft  favorable  receptioa 
from  the  Spanifh  Jefuits,  and,  as  far  as  can  be 
judged  from  every  circumftance,  as  well  as  the 
known  practice  of  the  Society  on  fimilar  occa- 
iions,  were  joyfully  united  to  their  body,  as 
Lay-Brothers,  who,  tho'  liable  to  expulficny 
ivhen  no  longer  ferviceablc,  yet,  whilft  they 
continue  in  it,  are  equally  bound  by  their 
vows  with  thofe  who  have  made  the  lad  ta^ 
lemn  profefHon,  and  cannot,  on  any  account, 
be  turned  out  of  the  Order.  It  is  notorious 
that  the  Jefuits  are  wont  to  admit,  even  into 
their  colleges  in  Europe,  every  Idnd  of  Mecha- 
nic, who  can  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  Commu- 
nity : 
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rity :  they  are  particularly  fond  of  drawing  in 
Silver  and  Gold-fmiths,  (with  fome  of  whom  % 
was  perfonally  acquainted)  who  have  been  ac- 
cufed,  efpecially  in  France  *,  of  being  em- 
ployed by  their  Superiors,  in  coining  and  falfi- 
fying  of  money.  What  foundation  there  may 
be  for  this  charge,  which,  however,  is  brought 
againft  them  by  one  of  their  own  body,  I  know 
not ;  but  a$  to  the  prefent  in(hince,  fince  it  is  a 
{landing  rule  with  them,  to  rejcdt  no  pcrfbn 
in  Europe,  from  whofe  abilities  they  propofe 
any  advantage,  it  is  evident  that  nothing  coul4 
be  more  agreeable  to  their  maxims,  than  to  re- 
ceive with  open  arms  fuch  a  troop  of  military, 
jipofllesy  in  a  part  of  the  world,  where  the  Em- 
pire they  had  founded,  flood  more  in  need  of 
carnal  xh^injpiritual  weapons  for  its  fupport.  It 
has  been  proved  by  inconteftable  vouchers,  that 
numbers  among  them  had  been  oHicers  or 
ibldiers,  others  engineers,  or  well  fkilled  in 
fuch  occupations  as  relate  to  the  various  imple- 
ments of  war;  and  coniidering  in  what  man- 
ner they  exerted  their  talents,  it  will  be  eafily 
believed,  that  thefe  were  the  fole  qualitications 
which  induced  the  Society  to  admit  them. 
How  then  can  it  be  doubted,  that  tlie  Defer tersi 
we  are  ipeaking  of,    who  were  equally  ufeful 

*  Peter  Jarrige,  a  profcded  Jefult,  publifhed  a  hook  ia 
Holland,  entitled,  Les  Jefuiis  mis  fur  tcchanfaut^  u  e. 
The  Jefoits  expofed  on  the  fcafFoIdy  in  the  place  of  execn- 
tion;  wherein  this,  among  other  crimes,  is  charged  on 
tbeai, 

in 
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in  I'erving  to  recruit  their  forces,  met  with  tlic 
iame  reception  *  ? 

The  iccond  remark  concerns  the  Papal BuU 
of  1 74 1,  whofe  pubh'cation,  as  appears  from 
the  narrative,  had  been  fufpended,  by  the  ma- 
chinations of  the  Jefuits,  for  near  twenty  years. 
Now  the  point  in  queftion,  is,  whctner  thi? 
long  fufjpenfion  was  with,  or  without,  the  ccn- 
Icnt  of  the  Court  of  Rome.  Thofe,  who  arc 
ilrangers  to  die  poh"tics  of  that  Court,  and  know 
not  how  much  it  is  influenced  by  Jefuitical  in- 
trigues, incline  to  the  latter  opinion  5  but  fuch 
as  have  had  an  opportunity  of  prying  into  both, 
and  examine  things  with  a  critical  eye,  unani- 
mouily  incline  to  die  former.  Herein  thcv  are 
more  fully  confirmed,  by  the  extraordinary  le- 
nity (hewn  to  this  turbulent  fe(5t  by  the' late 
Pope,  and  the  gieat  reluftance  of  the  pre!cnt, 
in  permitting  them  to  be  proceeded  againil 
judicially,  notwithftanding  the  undoubted  proofs 
of  their  infamous  praftices. 

The  truth  is,  tho*  the  Jefuits  are  juftly 
charged  with  paying  no  regard  to  papal  ex- 
communications, any  farther  than  fuits  their 
own  intereft,  and  it  fliould  feem,  from  their 
prefent  deportment  in  South  America,  (than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  oppofitc  to  the 
tenor  of  the  Bull  lately  publiflicd  there)  that 
they  have  adually  incurred  all  the  anathemas; 
therein  denounced  againfl  the  violators  there- 

*  Several  of  thefc  pretended  Miflionaries,  who  had  b^o 
taken  in  open  rebellion,  were  brought  prifoners  to  Liibor?. 
ibme  in  the  habit  uf  Jduits,  anU  oihers  ia  that  of  SoIUIer^^. 

of; 
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of }  yet  this  myftery  may  be  cafily  cleared  up. 
For,  as  every  one  knows,  that  the  Con/ifiory 
and  Society  are  governed  by  nearly  the  fame 
maxims,  both  equal  enemies  to  the  jurifdi(ftion 
claimed  by  Princes  over  Ecciefiaftics,  no  lefs 
than  to  the  rights  of  the  Epifcopal  Order,  fo  it 
may  be  reafbnably  prefumed,  that  the  former 
had  a  fellow-feeling  with  the  latter :  And  tho', 
on  certain  occaiions,  as  in  the  cafe  now  before 
us»  the  clamors  may  be  fo  loud  and  preffing, 
that  fuch  a  Bull  cannot  be  decently  refufed,  yet 
there  may  be  a  thoufand  ftratagems  ufed  to 
fufpeod  its  execution.  The  Jefuits  have  always 
found,  and  (till  find,  fuch  fort  of  Bulls  to  be 
no  more  than  a  mere  brutum  fuhnen^  which 
was  neither  intended,  nor  has  force  enough  to 
ftrike  them  to  any  purpofe.  Indeed  there  is 
more  than  fufficient  rcafon  to  believe,  that  the 
prefent  Bull  was  only  pafled  for  form's  fake, 
and  that  the  holy  See  had  an  interefl  in  conniv- 
ing at  the  (candalous  practices,  againfl  which 
fo  many  loud  remonftrances  had  been  made, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  plead  ignorance  of  \ 
confcquently  that  it  approved  in  lecret  what  it 
condemned  in  public.  For,  notwithftanding 
the  tremendous  anathemas  therein  denounced, 
which,  according  to  the  Popifh  principle,  are 
of  infinitely  more  weight  than  all  the  royal 
edidts  and  laws  ever  published,  the  Society, 
we  fee,  ftill  go  on  in  the  fame  invariable  track, 
as  little  intimidated  by  the  cenfures  of  Popei,  as 
they  are  by  thoie  of  Kings. 

li  The 
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The  Jefuits  are  too  fenfibie  of  their  owa  im 
portance,  and  of  what  confequence  they  are  ti 
the  Vatican^  to  apprehend  any  great  feveritj 
from  that  quarter^  much  lefs  the  total  extirpsi 
tion  of  their  Order ;  and,  whatever  additiona 
.  odium  they  may  have  contrai^d,  oa  accoun 
of  the  late  confpiracy  in  Portugal,  yet,  fo  lon| 
as  they  are  pofTeiTed  of  fuch  immenfe  funds  o 
wealth  *y  and  know  fo  well  how  to  appl] 
them,  there  is  little  profped  of  their  ever  want 
ing  powerful  protedtors  at  a  Court,  which  hac 
father  fee  all  the  Princes  and  States  on  earti 
deilroyed,  tlun  the  leaft  diminution  of  its  gran* 
deur.  However  the  methods,  by  which  xht\ 
have  acquired,  and  ftill  maintain  their  ufurpa 
tions  in  America,  may  be  cenfured  by  the  ref 
of  mankind,  the  facred  College,  to  the  main 
tenancc  of  whofe  pride  and  luxury  the  Societ] 
contribute  in  feveral  ftiapes,  is  very  far  fron 
being  difpleafed  at  them.  Were  it  not  for  fuel 
fupports,  how  foon  would  their  Eminencies 
who  now  claim  the  precedence  of  Princes 
dwindle  down  to  what  they  were  originally 
that^isj  poor  Parijh  Priejls  ! 

As  to  the  Empire  they   have  founded    11 
America,  many  are  of  opinion,  that,  as  it  ha 
been  perpetually  increaiing,  for  thefe  two  ccntu< 
j  ries  pail,  with  little  or  no  interruption,  infleac 

I 

f  *  It  is  aflfcrtedy  on  good  aathority^  that,  in  the  provmo 

I  df  Paraguai  alone,  the  Society's  annual  revenue,  chiefl] 

ariflng  from  the  gold-mines,  and  other  rich  commodities 
■  %vhich  they  have  monopoliz«d|  amouatt  to  opwar ds  of  9 

\  'Vullioa  of  doiJars. 
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of  being  totally  ruined  by  the  late  fliocks  it  has 
met  with,  'tis  fo  firmly  eflabliifhed,  that  the 
united  efforts  of  both  monarchs  will  not  bo 
able  to  fubvert  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  incline 
to  their  opinion,  for  the  fallowing  reafons.  In 
the  firft  place,  the  Society  is  governed  by  a 
iyftem  of  politics,  fuperior,  beyond  all  compa- 
rifon,  to  that  of  MacbiaveL  They  are  mafters 
of  the  richeft  mines  in  the  world,  which  fur-* 
nifli  them  fo  plentifully  with  the  finews  of  war, 
that  they  can  afford  to  give  better  pay  than 
mod  fovereign  princes  in  Europe,  to  a  great 
number  of  the  bed  foreign  officers,  who  have 
been  fent  over,  by  every  opportunity,  to  dif- 
cipline  and  head  their  troops.  They  have 
among  them  the  molt  experienced  Artifts  in 
every  profeffion  relating  to  military  architecture 
and  the  implements  of  war.  The  Indian  Tribes, 
who  are  not  only  exceeding  numerous,  but  of 
a  fierce  and  martial  dilpoiition,  and  fo  well 
trained  and  inftrudted  in  the  management  of 
their  arms,  as  to  dare  to  face  any  ^ody  of  Re- 
gulars in  the  open  field,  are  entirely  at  their  de- 
votion. Add  to  all  thefe  advantages  th(2  mighty 
influence  they  have  acquired,  as  fpiritual  Di- 
redx)rs,  over  the  minds  of  a  fimple  and  credu- 
lous people,  with  the  fpecious  pretext  of  Re- 
ligion I  for  tho'  it  be  notorious  that  thefe 
wretched  Savages  are  as  ignorant  of  the  funda- 
jnentals  of  Chriftianity,  as  in  their  primitive 
fiate  of  paganifm,  yec,  as  dbe  fuperftitious, 
.  idolatrous,  and  bartwous  cufioms  they  have 
been  taught,  are  dignified  with  that  venerable 
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title,  this  naturally  produces  an  implidt  faitl 
in  whatever  their  Padres  tell  them,  with  ar 
implacable  hatred  to  fucb  as  oppofe  their  mea- 
furcs,  who  are  fo  reprefented  by  thefe  craftj 
Miflionaries,  as  to  appear  no  lefs  enemies  tc 
God  than  to  the  Indians. 

You  may  judge  from  hence,  how  eafy  ii 
will  be  for  fucb  an  artful  and  opulent  Junto  ol 
men,  who  hold  a  correfpondence  with  everj 
part  of  the  known  globe,  and  have  fuch  a  va- 
riety of  powerful  means  to  carry  their  deiign^ 
into  execution,  to  procure  freAi  fupplies  oi 
men,  ammunition,  and  whatever  elfe  may  ht 
judged  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  their  govern- 
ment. What  numbers  will  be  always  tempted 
to  embrace  a  party,  wherein  they  are  fure  oj 
being  fo  amply  rewarded !  How  can  this  be 
thought  any  thing  extraordinary,  when  fo  ma- 
ny, we  find,  even  of  thofe  who  were  lent  tc 
oppofe  them,  have  betrayed  their  truft,  and 
joined  thofe  rebel  Priefts,  in  fighting  againfl 
their  lawful  Sovereign  ?  In  fliort,  all  circuxn- 
ftances  confidered,  what  vifible  jwofpedt  is 
j  there,  that  an   Empire,   to  whofe  perpetuity 

'  every  thing  concurs,  which  the  moft  exquifite 

!  human  prudence  could  fugged,  fhould  be  fub- 

verted,  without  the  immediate  interpofition  of 
j  Providence  ? 

I  Some  perhaps  may  imagine,  that  the  Society 

I  has  received  a  mortal  wound  by  its  bani(hment 

fiom  Portugal  ;   but  experience  has   already 

fliewn  the  contrary.     The  Jefuits  of  that  king- 

'  dom,  who  fall  notliing  ihort  of  others,  either 

in 
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in  malice  or  fubtHty,  and  have  been  always 
reckoned  among  the  moft  turbulent  and  enter- 
prizing  of  their  order,  are  ftill  in  being,  andftill' 
plotting)  with  thofe  of  Italy  and  Spain,  againft 
their  native  country.  The  latter,  who  feemed  al- 
moft  irrecoverably  loft,  have  entirely  weathered 
the  ftorm,  and,  to  the  no  fmall  amazement  of  the 
world,  have  not  only  got  their  former  footing 
in  the  palace  royal,  but  one  of  their  body  ap- 
pointed preceptor  to  the  Prince.  This  unex- 
pected turn  of  fortune  may  well  caufe  them  to 
exult.  But  on  what  terms,  fay  you,  are  they- 
at  Rome?  How  does  the  fovereign  Pontiff  ftand 
afFedted  ?  Surely  his  Holinefs  muft  have  given-^ 
them  up  to  jufticc,  when  he  faw  them  declared 
guilty  of  all  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge,  by 
a  congregation  of  Cardinals,  to  whofe  examen 
he  had  referred  their  cafe.  So  far  from  this,  I 
afTure  you,  that,  even  in  that  holy  city,  where 
the  tricks  of  thefc  men  arc  better  known  than 
in  any  other  place  upon  earth,  they  have  loft 
none  of  their  influence,  and  ftill  fet  both  Law 
and  Gofpel  at  open  defiance. 

It  has  been  proved  there,  beyond  all  poffi- 
bilitysiof  doubt,  that,  under  pretence  of  propa- 
gating the  catholic  faith,  they  carry  on  a  prodi« 
gious  Trade  3  that  their  colleges  and  magazines 
are  ftored  with  every  kind  of  merchandize, 
which  they  fell,  without  the  leaft  difguife,  both 
by  wholefale  and  retail ;  that  they  freight  fhips^ 
make  infurances,  have  public  Banks,  negociate  ;  * 
bills  of  exchange,  take  up  money  at  a  low  ifl^- *** 
tereft,  and  lend  it  out  at  an  high  one,  and  aC^ 
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in  every  refpeft,  not  only  in  quality  of  Bankers 
Merchants,  and  Traiicfmcii,  but  even  of  coni' 
ijion  Pawnbrokers  and  Uliirtrs.  Yet,  notwith 
ftanding  the  notoriety  of  thefe  fcandalous  prac 
tlces,  which  are  allowed  by  every  one  to  be  ut 
terly  incompatible  with  die  charader  of  rcfi 
gious  men,  who  have  oude  a  folemn  vow  c 
poverty,  nay  more,  tho'  fuch  praQices  are  mol 
ieverely  condemned,  no  lefs  by  decrees  of  mc 
dern  Popes  than  by  ancient  ecckfiaftical  canoni 
yet  AiU  they  are  fufFered  to  trade  on,  to  chc 
and  defraud  both  poor  and  rich,  without  tb 
leaO:  controul  or  interruption,  as  if  no  fuch  a 
jjons  or  dccreep  ever  exifted. 

It  has  been  proved  to  a  deinonftration,  aa 
i«  now  univerfally  acknowleged,  that  nothio 
tends  fo  much  to  corrupt  die  minds  of  Youd 
and  to  deftroy  the  very  notions  of  found,  rcn 
rality,  as  the  maxims  msy  teach  in  their  fchool 
with  regard  to  the  regulation  of  life  and  mai 
ners.  Many  of  thefc  wicked  maxims  have  b« 
ccnfured  even  by  Popes ;  yet,  notwithftandir 
this,  they  are  ftill  permitted  to  continue  teacl 
ing  them,  nay,  even  to  reprint  the  condemm 
books  wherein  they  are  contained,  ftill  to  | 
on  perverting  the  young,  and  ftriking  out  nc 
paths  of  vice,  to  hu'den  the  old  in  Libert 
nifm. 

With  regard  to  their  foreign  Miflions,  ho 
often  has  it  been  complained  of  at  Rome,  ev< 
by  the  Congregation  ^  Pr^qgaadaFide^  th 
the  pompous  accounts  pybltdied  by  thefe  me 
of  their  numerous  conver&ODS  ajid  miracles,  a 
me 
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mere  fictions ;  that  inftead  of  co-operating  witli 
other  religious  orders,  in  promoting  the  falva-* 
tion  q£  Ibuls,  every  one,  however  qualified^ 
who  is  not  of  their  Society,  is  more  cruelly 
perlccuted  by  them  than  by  the  Infidels  them- 
&lves  * ;  that  they  have  done  infinitely  more 
harm  than  good  to  the  church,  and,  on  pre- 
tence of  advancing  the  glory  of  God,  feek  no- 
thing but  their  own  ?  Yet,  notwithftanding  the 
frequent  and  ftrong  remonftrances  on  this  head, 
confirmed  by  the  moft  inconteftabie  vouchers, 
{kill  they  are  (ufE^rcd  to  monopolize,  as  it  were, 
every  valuable  million,  and  to  difgrace  the 
name  of  Chriftianity,  not  only  by  their  inia- 
tiable  avarice,  but  their  infamous  prevarications, 
in  concealing  the  doStrine  of  a  crucified  Sa- 
viour, which  might  fcandalize  the  delicate  ears 
of  the  natives,  and  bafely  complying  with  their 
idolatrous  rites  -f*. 

What  we  have  faid  on  this  fubje£fc  may  ap- 
pear very  aftonifhing,  and  even  incredible  to 
our  Englifh  Papifts,  efpecially  to  fuch  as  have 
never  been  abroad,  and  are  apt  to  look  on  Rome> 
at  this  difbince,  as  the  new  Jeruialem,  the  very 
center  of  holinefs :  but  let  them  go  thither,  and 

*  The  Jefuits,  during  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and. 
James  I.  raifed  a  moil  violent  perfecution  againft  the  (ecu* 
larPriefts  here,  who  interfered  in  their  miflion. 

f  The  late  Pope,  tho*  fully  convinced  of  this,  was  fa 
far  influenced  by  them,  as  to  grant  a  permiflion  of  continu- 
ing this  vile  praAice,  for  the  fpace  of  ten  years,  after  he 
himfellF  had  condemned  it ;  and,  on  a  fecond  application, 
renewed  the  grant,  by  his  apoftolical  authority. 
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only  make  ofc  of  Aeir  fenfes,  and  they  wU 
ibon  be  undeceived.  The  Jefuits,  who  haw 
their  General  and  Secret  Committee  conilaotV 
reading  in  that  city,  from  whence  they  diipatcj 
thdr  orders  to  die  four  quarters  of  the  world 
triumph  over  all  oppolition>  and  provided  thci 
fill  the  Cardinals'  purfes,  which  the  imtnenU 
profits  from  their  foreign  miffions  as  well  a: 
home-trade,  fufiiciently  enable  them  to  do,  n< 
matter  how  much  the  people's  morals  are  cor- 
rupted, how  much  the  widow  and  the  orphar 
are  fleeced,  or  what  reproach  is  brought  on  th( 
Gofpel  among  Infidels.  All  the  other  Order 
of  Monks  and  Fryars  have  been  juftly  ftyle<i 
the  Pope's  (landing  army,  and  a  mighty  ho^ 
they  are ;  but  the  Jefuits,  being  more  firtnl) 
attached  to  him  by  a  peculiar  vow  of  obedience; 
are  to  be  looked  upon  as  his  'Janizaries^  or  fe- 
le^  body-guard,  and  tho',  like  the  Turkifli  In< 
fantry,  they  have  fometimes  turned  againfi 
their  fpiritual  monarch,  yet,  as  none  have  beer 
found  fo  capable  of  the  moft  hazardous  and 
defperate  enterprizes,  for  this  reafon  the  Holy 
See,  tho'  really  afraid  of  them,  generally  finds 
its  account  in  employing  them.  In  a  word, 
there  is  not  a  fct  of  men  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  fo  univerfally  detefted  as  the  Jefuits  are 
at  Rome,  and  yet,  as  great  a  paradox  as  it 
may  feem,  none  are  fo  highly  carefliid,  nor  (o 
much  outwardly  refpei^sd ;  fo  that  the  Society 
may  well  be  compared  to  a  Fox,  which,  the 
more  it  is  curs'd,  the  more  it  thrives  and  fattens 
upon  it. 

Having 
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Having  thus  iar  complied  with  my  promiie, 
in  giving  you  the  modern  hiAory  of  the  Spaniih 
and  Portugucfe  Jefuits,  I  fhall  proceed  in  my 
next  to  a  fummary  detail  of  the  tranfadions  dS 
their  brethren  in  England,  who,  in  fome  re*^ 
fpeds,  have  furpaiTed  tho&  of  all  other  coun- 
tries.   I  am,  (Sc. 


LETTER        XXXV. 

SIR, 

EVERY  one  knows  that  the  Jefuits  firft 
crept  into  England,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  how  much  they  diflurbcd  the  public 
-  tranquility  by  their  feditious  writings  and  trea*- 
ibnable  prac^ces,  with  a  view  of  fubverting 
the  conftitution  and  enilaving  their  country, 
and  what  frequent  attempts  tbcy  made  on  the  . 
life  of  that  Princefs :    T is  equally  notorious 
that  the  intended  invafion  of  this  kingdom  by 
the  invincible  Armada^  was  in  great  meafure 
owing  to  their  reiUefs  folicitations  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  ambi« 
tious  and  vindictive  temper  of  Philip  II ;  and 
that  the  Bull  of  excommunication,  which  they 
were  fo  inftrumental  in  procuring  againft  the 
Queen,  totally  alienated  the  Popidi  Recufants 
from  their  allegiance,  and  has  ever  fince  re- 
tained them  in  their  rebellious  principles. 

When  a  Proteftant  Prince  had  fucceeded  ta   , 
the  crown,  in  ipite  of  all  their  machinations, 

the       > 
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ndious  method  they  took,  to  get  rid     , 
lim  and  the  whole  Parliament,  at  one 
IS  as  new  and  ftrangc  as  the  invention  ' 
vder,  wherewith  the  horrid  blaft  waa     ' 
ecn  given ;  and  tho',  one  would  tJiink,     | 
Uicovery  of  ib  unprdlelcd  a  villainy 
ive  made  them  afraid  of  ever  fliewing 
ia  again  in  tliis  kingdom,  yet  we  find 
an  alter,  holding  public  conferences, 
cditious  libels,  and  making  converts, 
ling  had  happened  ;  nay,   (whatmuft 
11  more  amazing,  were  we  not  fpeak- 
sfuits)  notwithrtanding  the  fa£t  is  fo 
(led,  not  only  by  all  our  hiftorics,  re- 
id  the  printed  trials  of  the  confpira- 
even  by  a  folemn  day  of  commemo- 
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the  reign  of  his  Son.  The  influence  fliey  had 
QivttyamesTi.  -and  the  tife  they  made  of  it,: 
wHl  never  be  forgot,  fo  long  as  any  fenfe  of 
liberty  remains  among  us :  They  had  gained 
filch  an  afcendaiit  over  this  bigotted  Prince,  as 
to  obtain  a  licence,  in  diredt  oppofition  to  the 
eftabliihed  laws,  not  only  for  exercifing  theif 
funfiions  without  difguife,  and  appearing  abroad 
in  the  habits  of  their  order,  but  even  for  ereft- 
ing  public  feminaries  in  the  Capital:  and  as 
every  circumftance  now  feemed  to  confpire  in 
&eir  favor,  they  grew  fb  fanguine  as  to  prefqnt 
a  Plan  for  new-modeUing  ibe  Qburch  and  Uhi'^ 
verities  ♦,  which,  in  all  human  probability, 
would  have  taken  cSc&,  had  it  not  been  pro- 
videntially fruftrated  by  the  happy  Revolution. 

This,  however  terrible  a  difappointment,  did* 
not  flacken  theii^  ardor;  itiU  they  continued 
their  plots  againft  the  two  fucceeding  Princes. 
No  one,  acquainted  with  their  tranfa£tions,  caa 
make  die  leaft  doubt,  that  diey  were  deeply 
concerned  in  the  projeded  alSaffination  of  King 
Wiliiam^  no  lefs  than  in  procuring  the  Pretender 
to  be  proclaimed  in  France,   in  the  reign  of 

•  Thi«  plan,  entitled.  The  Jejuiis'  Memorial  fir  iha 
Rrfomaiim  rfEngland^  was  found  in  King  Jame$*s  clo&t,. 
andjpubli/hed  in  165^3*  It  had  been  drawn  up  by  Father 
PaHonSy  and  lain  many  years  dormant,  for  want  of  a  fa* 
Torable  opportunity  of  putting  it  in  execution.  Themea« 
fures  therein  propded  were  adjoaifaUy  adapted  to  introduce 
Pppery  among  iu,  ranks  of  men ;  and  as  to  the  national 
Cler^  and  Fellows  of  Colleges,  in  cafe  they  would  not 
conform  by  £ur  means,  they  were  to  be  turned  out  of  their 
livings,  and  proceeded  agaioft  as  refraftory  Heretics. 
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Queen  Annf.  Nor  will  it  be  wondered  at,  thai 
their  brethren  abroad  make  no  myftery  of  die 
hand  they  had  in  the  two  late  unnatural  Rebel' 
UmSj  when  thofe  now  in  England  (hew  io  lit- 
tle referve,  by  continually  drinking  treafonaUc 
healths,  and  exprelSing  their  rcadinels,  on  ever]! 
occafion,  of  acting  in  the  fame  manner  *. 

As  to  the  prefent  flate  of  this  pernicious  fra- 
ternity, I  (hall  only  mention  fuch  particulars  as 
have  been  generally  acknowleged  by  them-i 
&lves,  in  their  late  controverfy  with  Mr.  Bow- 
er; and  fince  a  minute  detail  even  of  thefc 
;  would  extend  my  letter  to  too  great  a  length, 

1^  Ibflice  it  juft  to  intimate,  that  they  have  eila- 

blifhed  colleges  among  us,    the  members  oi 

which,  tho*  chiefly  refiding  in  London,  are  oc- 

;  caCionally  fent,  as  miflionaries,  fpies,  or  traders, 

I  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  that  they  are  all 

governed  by  a  Provincial,  and  under  the  fame 
j  regulations,  fo  far  as  circumftances  will  permit, 

I  as  in  Popifli  countries;  that  they  have  an  Agent 

\  or  Procurator  here,  as  well  as  at  Rome,  to 

tranfadl  the  temporal  affairs  of  the  Society ;  that 

many,  who  are  frequently  obliged  to  appear  in 

various  charaders,  and  confequently  to  change 

their  quarters,  go  under  iidlitious  names,  hav- 

i  ing  more  alias  s  than  any  Convi<fl  at  the  Old- 

i  Bailey,  tho'  fome  of  thcfe  pretended  Apoftles 

\  are  well  enough  known  to  be  Money-brokers, 

Stock-jobbers,  and  pradtifing  Attorneys;  that 
they  are  perpetually  holding  their  private  Jun- 

*  See  Mr.  Arnold's  Motives. 
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tos,  where  the  plan  of  their  future  operations 
is  formed y  and  hold  a  regular  correlpondenoi 
with  their  brethren  at  Rome,  Paris,  Dunkirk^ 
Louvain,  Douay,  St.  Omers,  Gfc.  to  whom  thi 
communicate  every  occurrence  here,  whicl 
may  ferve  in  any  (hape  to  advance  the  good 
caufe ;  that  they  have  *  fettled  funds  for  all 
emergencies,  to  be  applied  as  the  (late  of  their 
aflairs  may  require,  and  to  anfwer  every  pur- 
pofe,  whether  fpiritual  or  temporal,  whkh 
may  be  judged  neceflary  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion ;  that  they  are  the  chief  Diredlors  of  our 
Popi{h  Nobility  and  Gentry,  as  well  as  thofc  of 
inferior  rank,  and  are  more  indefatigable  than, 
any  other  Pricfts  in  fpiriting  away  children  from 
their  parents,  efpecially  thofe  of  quicker  parts, 
to  be  educated  in  their  foreign  Seminaries,  who, 
if  they  had  any  tincture  of  virtue  or  loyalty,  irt 
their  priftine  ftate  of  herefy,  fuch  care  is  taken 
by  their  new  Guides,  that  'tis  almoft  a  miracle 
if  both  are  not  entirely  erafed. 

You  will  not  be  furprized  that  Jefuits,  who, 
more  literally  than  any  other  Popifli  Priefts, 
compafs  fea  and  land  to  make  one  profelyte, 
Hiould  not  only  endeavour  to  pervert  as  many 
of  their  countrymen  as  they  can  at  home,  but  to 

♦  There  is  fufficicnt  reafon  to  believe  what  has  been 
long  fufpefied,  viz.  That  the  Jefuits  have  a  very  confidera- 
blc  eilate  in  Mai^'landy  veiled  in  fuch  hands  as  they  can 
entirely  confide  in ;  nor  is  it  to  be  doubted,  that  what 
lands  or  other  eftates  they  podtfs  in  England,  are  guarded 
in  fuch  a  maooer,  as  to  fruArate  all  legal  enquiries. 
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draw  fuch  Youth  into  theif  Semiriaried  abfoftd 
whom  they  look  on  as  beft  qualified  for  futon 
xniflions.  But  I  believe  you  will  be  grcati] 
ailoni(hed  at  what  I  am  now  going  to  relate 
TO2;.  that  there  are  Proteiknts  in  this  kingdom 
who  voluntarily  fend  their  own  chikiren  tht 
ther,  and  pay  for  their  board,  as  penfioners 
for  as  to  their  education,  fuch  as  it  is,  I  need  no 
inform  you,  that  'ds  given  gratis.  Yoa  wil 
aik  me,  no  doubt,  what  can  be  the  motive  c 

I  {o  prepofterous  a  condudt  ?   Why,  it  has,  i 

I I  &ems,  been  put  into  their  heads,  that  the  Je 
I  fuits  forfooth  have  a  much  better  method  of  in 
ij  ftruAing  Youth  in  the  learned  languages  an* 
f .                   other  branches  of  polite  literature  than  our  dui 

fchool-mafters  at  home.  This,  fay  the  parenc 
is  all  that  the  boys  are  fent  to  learn,  and  th 
only  thing  which  thofe  good  Fathers  tead 
them  5  for  furely  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  thj 
men  of  fuch  ftrift  honor  as  Jefuits,  would  ofFc 

'  •  to  tamper  with  their  Prote{bnt  pupils  in  mattei 

^  of  religion. 

Some  perhaps  may  think  it  incredible,  thi 
there  fhould  be  a  fingle  Proteftant  in  the  work 
fo  infatuated  as  to  expofe  his  cluldren  to  th 
influence  of  fuch  maflers :  but,  as  unaccouni 
able  as  it  may  fecm,  the  practice,  I  am  affurec 

'  is  not  unfrequent.    I  have  convcrfcd  with  fevc 

ral  perfons,  (one  of  whom  was  the  fon  of 

Baronet)  who  told  me,  they  had  been  educate 

at  St.  Omer's^  and  that,  when  the  reft  rf  th 

Lads  went  to  Mafs  or  other  Popiah  exercifei 

\  •       .  the 
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they  were  fuffered  to  divert  themfelves  in  what 
manner  they  pleafed.  Whether.thefe  icholars 
had  imbibed  any  of  the  principles  of  Popery, 
(which  it  would  be  very  extraordinary  indeed, 
if  they  had  not)  I  cannot  pofitively  affirm ;  but 
this  I  know,  as  far  as  could  be  judged  from 
their  external  behaviour,  that  their  Morals 
feemed  pretty  much  relaxed ;  and  as  to  the 
Church,  whereof  they  flill  declared  themfelves 
members,  they  not  only  fpoke  of  it  with  great 
indifference,  but  often  exprefied  a  contempt  for 
its  form  of  worHiip.  This  is  no  more  than  the 
natural  confequence  of  being  educated  in  fuch 
Seminaries,  from  whence  the  Pupils  return 
either  Papifls,  or  with  no  religion  at  all. .  In- 
deed 'tis  highly  probable,  that  every  one  fent 
thither,  whatever  they  may  pretend,  are  utterly 
perverted,  and  I  believe,  it  would  be  no  eafy 
talk  to  find  a  fingle  exception  in  either  fcx.  As 
to  Protedant  Girls  brought  up  in  Nunneries,  of 
which  there  are  many  recent  inflances,  I  have 
always  oljferved  more  zeal,  or  rather,  more 
rancour  and  bitternefs  in  them,  againft  their  old 
religion,  tliat  in  thofe  who  had  fucked  in  Po- 
pery with  their  milk.  London,  as  I  before  re- 
marked,  abounds  with  thefe  Female  Mifliona- 
ries,  no  lefs  than  with  thofe  of  the  other  fex. 

But  to  return  to  the  Jefuits.  Since  they  arc 
fo  difinterefled  as  to  teach  the  children  of  Pro- 
teflants  gratis^  the  lead:  which  thefe  latter  can 
do  in  return,  eipecially  when  tliey  are  paid  ibr 
io  doipg,  is  to  recommend  them  to  their  (X)uo- 
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trymen,  as  the  beft  inflrudlors  of  Youth,  oi 
(which  amounts  to  the  fame  thing)  to  pqblifl: 
die  high  encomiums  which  thofe  good  Fathcn 
have  given  of  themfelves.  The  truth  is,  w< 
are  not  fo  ungrateful  a  people  in  this  reipcdt  a 
ibme  may  imagine,  fince  it  appears  that  then 
are  Proteftants  among  us»  who  have  contributes 
not  a  little  towards  removing  our  prgudice 
againft  a  Society,  to  whofe  apoftolical  zeal  th< 
Bridfh  Nation  is  fb  much  indebted.  .  As  thi 
hint  may  require  fbme  explanation,  I  think  i 
neceflary  to  inform  you,  that,  among  othc 
pamphlets  lately  printed  here,  with  the  fam< 

1)1  Catholic  view,  one  has  been  juft  put  into  m\ 

hand,  with  the  following  tide,  A  Letter  t9  4 
Student  at  a  foreign  Univerfityy  on  the  Stitdy  ^ 
Divinity.  By  T.  P.  S.  C.  T.  Printed  for  R 
Baldwin^  at  the  Roje  in  Pater-Nofer-RDV} 
1756. 

We  have  had  an  infinite  number  of  tra£h 
printed  in  this  capital,  in  favor  of  Popery  ;  bu 
this,  I  believe,  is  the  firft  that  was  ever  printec 
here,  without  difguife,  in  favor  of  Jefuiti/m :  Aj 

I  to  the  Publifher,  I  have  nothing  to  object  eithei 

againft  his  religion  or  loyalty,  and  am  willing 
to  think  that  he  had  not  given  himfelf  the  trou- 
ble of  reading  it,  or  perhaps  did  not  perceive 
its  tendency.  With  regard  to  the  author  of  the 
letter  before  us,  I  know  not  what  he  mean^ 
by  the  three  lafl  inidal  letters  tacked  to  his  name 
in  the  title-page ;  but,  as  to  the  two  £ril,  cac 
inform  you  widi  certainty,  that  he  is  a  profeilcej 

Jcfult, 


r  i 


twcient  and  modim*  497 

Jefuit,   the  fpiritual  dircftor  of  a  Nobleman, 
and  commonly  called  Ph4-ps. 

Having  premifed  thus  much,  let  us  proceed 
to  the  work  itfelf,  the  principal  deiign  of  which 
is,  to  exalt  the  modern  Ignatius  above  the  an- 
cient Saint  of  that  name,  and  to  convince  the 
world,  that  the  Society,  founded  by  him,  far 
excels  all  others  both  in  wifdom  and  virtue. 
This,  I  fay,  is  the  principal  d  jlign,  from  whence 
it  follows,  that,  this  great  point  being  once 
eftablilhed,  we  muft  not  only  grow  enamoured 
with  Popery,  of  which  the  Jefults  have  been 
always  the  moft  undaunted  champions,  but  can 
make  no  fcruple  of  putting  the  coftfcicnces  of 
ourfelves  and  children  under  the  fole  direction 
of  fuch  faithful  guides. 

As  the  Society  have  their  own  glory  fo  much 
at  heart,  our  author  enlarges  on  the  wonderful 
fandi^  of  his  brethren,  on  the  infinite  good  they 
hanse  done  every  where ^  either  in  eflablijhing  reli^ 
gion,  or  reforming  the  manners  of  thofe  who  were 
a  difgrace  to  it ;,  and  intimates  pretty  plainly, 
that  none  arc  fb  well  qualified  to  inftruift  Youth; 
6y  joining  the  moft  unj^tted purity  of  manners  to 
the  moft  conftimmate  knowlege.  Their  livesy  we 
arc  affured,  no  left  than  their  nvritingSj  are  the 
ckareft  commentaries  on  the  Holy  Scripture^  and 
the  moft  ftihlime  'lejjons  of  Theology.  What  a 
charming  pifture  of  Jefuitifm  have  we  here  ? 
Will  you  not  be  induced,  on  feeing  the  beauti- 
ful portrait,  to  remove  your  fon  from  Eaton^ 
and-  fend  him  inftantlv  to  St.  Omcrs?  Should 
this  amiable  charaftcr  of  the  Society  once  gain 
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:  credit,  is  it  not  to  be  feared,  that  our  SdiD 

j  and  Univerfities  will  foon  grow  empty,  unl 

,.|  perhaps  the  Jefuits  can  manage  matters  io^ 

1'  to  get  them  into  their  own  hands,  as  they  hs 

fc  more  than  once  attempted,  and  had  almoft 

\  fedled  in  the  reign  of  King  James  ? 

ii  But  let  us  hear  what  diredlions  Father 

f.  gives  to  his  young  Student,  in  order  to  ren< 

him  a  complete  Divine,  that  i»,  to  fumifh  h 
with  fuch  ftorc  of  arguments  as  may  convii 
.  his  countrymen,  how  much  they  have  to  \ 
fwcr  for,  in  not  putting  their  necks  again  1 
der  the  papal  yoke.  In  the  firft  place,  it  m 
be  owned,  he  advifes  a  diligent  perufid  of 
Holy  Scripture,  on  which  he  beftows  great  ( 
comiums,  in  a  ftyle  very  different  from  thai 
his  brother  commentators,  whom,  at  the  (a 
]  time,  he  ftrongly  recommends,  as  the  beft 

tcrpreters  of  thole  facred  oracles,  notwithftai 
I  *  ing  their  having  diftorted  a  thoufand  paflage 

■  ,  However,  as  Scripture  alone  is  but  a  dry  2 

j'  jejune  ftudy,  the  next  thing  recommended 

:  '  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  particularly  that  of  I 

I .  tain.     To  acquire  a  perfedt  knowlege  in   t 

latter  article,  our  Student  is  referred  to  jfifot 
Annals y  a  book  much  admired  by  Englilh  1 
pifts  s  tho',  I  think,  the  character  given  oi 
oy  the  recommender,  docs  it  no  great  Hon 
*^  I  readily  grant,  fays  he,  that  feveral  of  1 
memoirs  Alford  has  made  ufc  of,  are  not 
authentic  as  the  accuracy  of  this  age  reqain 
yety  a  facility  of  admitting  faBsj  which  fervt 
favor  Piety^  dint  binder  it  from  being  very- 1 
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luable'*  Which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  in  otKer 
words,  Tho'  truth  be  the  life  and  foul  of  His- 
tory, and  this  work  abounds  with  fuch  idle 
talcs  as  deferve  no  more  credit  than  thofe  iii 
the  Seven  Champions  of  Chriftendom,  yet,  as 
they  ferve  to  favour  Piety y  that  is,  to  counte- 
nance the  fuperftitions  of  Popery,  it  is  to  be 
deemed,  by  Catholics  at  leafl,  a  nioft  valuable 
performance. 

Should  Heretics  except  againft  this  valuable 
book,  and  flairt  fuch  obje<£ons  as  cannot  be 
eafily  anfwered,  there  are,  it  feems,  many  other 
choice  pieces  to  be  cohfulted  on  the  fame  fub* 
je£t,  which  contain  nothing  but  indubitable 
matters  of  fad:.  Some  of  thefe,  for  inftance, 
are  the  Variations  cf  the  Protejlant  Churches ^  by 
JBoiTuet :  Father  Sanders,  Of  the  Englijh  Schifm\ 
the  trads  of  Father  ParfonSy  and  F.  Campian. 
As  you  have  feen  every  one  of  thefe  books,  I 
heed  fay  no  more  of  them  than  that  their  au- 
thors were  dl  avowed  enemies  to  the  Reforma- 
tion, and  have  given  a  falfe  and  malicious  turn 
to  every  thing  which  promoted  that  glorious 
Work.  As  to  the  three  latter,  'tis  fufficient  to 
give  you  an  idea  of  their  charaders,  by  juff 
mentioning,  that  they  were  Jefuits,  who  had 
fpent  their  whole  lives  in  fomenting  rebellion, 
and  been  long  profcribed  as  incendiaries  and 
traitors. 

The  next  thing  recommended,  as  one  of  the 
moft  eiTential  articles  in  this  important  fludy, 
is  the  new  fydem  of  Moral  Divinity  inven^^ 
by  the  Society,  which,  we  are  afTureds  >&  t^^ 
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bcft  means  of  acquiring  a  pcrfedt  knowliegfr 
the  primirive  Fathers,  and  even  of  the  He 
Scriptures  themfelvcs.  On  which  head,  Fat> 
P,  fubjoins,  "  that  all  the  clamors  raifed  kgaii 
thefe  new  fyftems  of  Ethics  and  Divinity,  ' 
the  Provinctal  Letters ^  and  other  fuch-like 
5  bels,  have  the  fame  rife  with  the  latie  idle  tJ 

of  a  yefuit  King  of  Paraguai.  The  former  f 
prefents  the  writers  of  the  Society  as  corrupt* 
of  Chriftian  Morality ;  the  latter  as  Rebels  ai 
Ufurpers.  Bbth  opinions  have  been  propagate 
I*  both  believed,  on  motives  beft  known  to  th< 

:j  Authors.     For  calumny,  fprcad  no  matter  hoi 

frequently  proves  an  over-match  for  candor  at 
truth,  till  Time  has  applied  his  touchftone,  ar 

proved  the  temper  of  the  metal.** 

'    It  may  be  prefumed,  had  this  fubtil  advi 

catc  forefeen,*  that  the  fecret  tranfa(5tions  of  h 

brethren  in  America  would  have  fo  unfbfti 

hately  tranfpired,   as  to  confirm,    beyond  a 

•|  J  pofTibility  of  doubt,  what  the  world  had  fb  lor 

r  fufpeded,    with  regard  to  their  treafons  an 

I  ^  ufurpations,  he  would  not  have  touched  on  i 

f .  tender  a  point ;  fince  their  late  proceedings  i 

I  tfaofe  parts  are  now  no  lefs  public  than   th 

wicked  morals,  wherewith  they  have  infede 
j  '•  the  world,  for  upwards  of  two  centuries. 

As  to  the  latter  charge,  tho'  fo  much  ha 
been  faid  in  fupport  of  it,  by  writers  of  differ 
ent  countries,  as  would  fill  a  moderate  library 
dnd  I  have  already  given  you  a  fufficient  fpeci 
men  in  feveral  of  the  preceding  letters,  yet-  a 
jf  this  Gentleman  paffes  it  over  io  flightlyy  1  fiiA] 

•        •  tak^ 
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take  the  liberty  of  adding  a  few  words  more  oi\ 
the  ffubjcdt.     How  often  has  it  been  proved,  by, 
tnoie  of  his  own  communion,  that  they  have 
not  only  corrupted  Chriflian  Morality,  but  flill 
teach  fuch  maxims  as  the  very  Pagans  would 
blufli  at  i  that,  under  pretence  of  refolving  cafes 
of  confcience,   they  have  united  their  whole 
wit  and  learning  to  convince  their  fcholars  and 
readers  that  religion  is  a  farce,  and  virtue  an 
empty  name  ?  The  vaft  number  of  tradls,  pub- 
liflied  by  their  moft  celebrated  Cafuifts,  to  in- 
validate the  mofl  pofitive  laws  of  God,  and  ta 
Aifle  the  checks  of  confcience,  in  fuch  plain 
matters,  wherein,  one  would  think,  no  ratio- 
nal creature,  tho*  guided  by  the  mere  light  of, 
nature,  could  pofTibly  be  miflaken;  thefetrafls^ 
I  fay,  which  arc  difperfed  every  where,  may 
be  the  means  of  damning  thoufands,  when  the 
Society,  by  whofe  approbation  they  were  print- 
ed, no  longer  exifts.    We  may  here  learn  how 
to  retain  flolen  goods,  without  fcruple ;  how  to; 
lie,  calumniate,  and  take  falfe  oaths,  without, 
contradting  the  guilt  of  Peijury,  by  the  help  of 
mental  refervations ;  how  to  indulge  every  kind 
of  carnal  impurity,  to  harbour  the  moft  impla- 
cable revenge,  and  even  to  commit  deliberate 
murder,  with  a  quiet  confcience.     In  a  word» 
the  whole  iyftem  of  their  Moral  Divinity  has 
no  other  tendency  but  to  cheriih  and  foment. 
Qvery  inordinate  paflion,  to  invent  excufes  for 
every  fpecies  of  fin,  and  to  point  out  new  mc* 
thods  of  finning,  many  of  which,  it  mayjM^ 
prefunjedi  would  never  have  been  put  in  P*^ 
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\  ;1'  tice,   and  perhaps  never  thought  of,  had  nc 

r  't^  thcfe  licentious  Dodlors  difcovered  them  to  th 

world,  and  fp  dexteroufly  removed  every  obfts 
cle,  which  the  fear  of  God  and  a  future  reckoi 
ing  are  apt  to  interpofe. 

As  the  inftances  of  this  kind  are  innumcrs 

ble,  and  too  glaring  to  admit  of  the  leaft  pal 

liation,  infomuch  that  the  Jefuits  themfelve 

J  -'  with  all  their  effrontery,    cannot  deny,    th; 


many  ferious  pcrfons  of  their  own  church  ha\ 


f  been  grievoufly  fcandalized  at  them,    yet, 

you  will  believe  our  Englifh  Advocate,  the  & 

cicty  is  not  to  be  charged  with  them.     **  Fo 

fays  he,  if  fuch  Cafuilts,  or  any  others  amor 

\  \  them,  fometimcs  fall  into  errors,  the  Body  h; 

corredled  the  miftakes  of  its  members,  fo  foe 
as  they  were  fliewn  to  have  gone  aftray,  ar 
never  maintained  opinions,  after  they  were  coi 
demned  by  proper  authority*' 
4 1  The  bare  fuppofition,  you  fee,  of  a  Jefuii 

I ,  b:ing  miftaken,'  is  here  rendered  a  doubtf 

cafe :  for  this  fort  of  gentry,  you  muft  kno\ 
I  f  among  other  extraordinary  privileges,  lay  claii 

I ;  to  that  of  infallibility,  or  rather  impeccabilitj 

j"  this,  their  pupils  are  taught  to  believe,  is  coi 

fcrred,  by  putting  on  the  habit  of  St.  Ignatiu 
]  ,  which,  in  this  relpedt,  far  exceeds  that  of  S 

\  .  Francis,  in  virtue  whereof,  a  Sinner  can  do  r 

more  than  fquceze  through  the  ftreight  gat 
with  the  heavy  load  of  fins  ftill  on  his  back  ■ 


I" 

j  *  'Tis  a  cuflom  both  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  to  th 

t  very  day,-  for  the  Francifcan  Fryars  to  fell  their  old  grea 

^  habit 
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But  let  us  fuppofe  for  once  what  no  Jefuit  ever 
granted,  that  fome  of  the  Society  may  fall  into 
errors,  which  give  public  fcandal.  In  what 
manner  are  they  correded,  when  difcovercd  ? 
The  world,  I  prefume,  needs  not  to  be  inform- 
ed, that  'tis  an  inviolable  rule  with  this  vindidive 
and  crafty  Seft,  to  refent  an  attack  on  any  one 
of  thjeir  members,  as  if  it  were  made  on  the 
whole  body  -,  and  when  the  whole  body  is  at- 
tacked, as  it  often  has  been,  to  defend  them- 
felves,  by  artfully  throwing  the  blame  on  the 
particular  offender,  whom,  at  the  fame  time, 
they  fecretly  proted  and  encourage.  Thus  they 
always  endeavour  to  maintain  their  own  repu- 
tation, by  fupporting,  diredly  or  indiredly,  the 
moft  glaring  exceflcs  of  every  individual  among 
them.  Let  a  Jefuit  write  or  ad  what  he  will, 
tho'  ever  fo  repugnant  to  the  laws  both  of  God 
and  man,  he  is  never  allowed  by  his  brethren, 
in  expreie  term;,  to  have  been  in  the  wrong. 
There  may  be  always  perceived  fpme  jefuitical 
cvafion  or  reftridion  lurking  under  the  moft 
plaufible  expreffions.  And  tho'  it  be  undoubt- 
ed fad,  that  many  of  their  wicked  dodrines 
have  been  condemned  by  proper  authority^  yet, 
as  they  look  on  no  authority  fo  proper  as  their 
own,  how  little  account  do  they  make  of  the 
cenfures  of  Bilfhops,  Univerfities,  and  even  of 
Popes,  when  clafliing  with  their  favorite  fyftemi 

,  habits,  wherein  the  difeafed  of  all  ranks  are  generally  in- 
terred, as  Satan  is  fuppofcd  to  turn  tail,  and  the  gates  of 
Paradife  inflantly  to  fly  open,  at  the  fight  of  thde  iM^  * 
garnients.  '    -^i"^* 
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How  many  of  the  horrid  maxims  containedrlQ 
the  writings  of  thofe  very  Cafuifts,  'whidi  F* 
cher  P-  fo  ftrongly  recommends,  are  univcrfellj 
exclaimed  againft,  as  deftruftive  to  religion 
morality,  and  civil  fociety!  And  yet,  I  def] 
f.  him  to  produce  a  fingle  ioAiance,  wherein  tha 

body  has  really  condemned  any  one  of  it 
members  on  this  account,  or  ever  ftigmatizec 
an  Efccbarj  a  Sanchez,  a  Vafquez,  or  a  I^iaria 
na^  with  the  infamous  charaders  they  dcferve 
So  far  from  this,  that  the  facred  oracles  them 
felves  are  not  held  by  them  in  half  fo  mud 
»•  veneration.     May  it  not  be  juftly  affirmed,  tha 

\  if  fuch  Cafuifts  are  the  beft  key  for  unlockinj 

the  genuine  fenfc  of  Holy  Scripture,  it  wou)< 
be  happy  for  mankind  to  remain  for  ever  igno 
rant  of  its  meaning  ? 

With  regard  to  the  ftory  of  a  Jefuit  King  \\ 
South  America,  Father  P.  has  juft  as  mucJ 
reafon  to  call  it  an  idle  tale,  as  the  forme 
charge  a  libel.  For  as  there  is  no  neceflity  o 
appealing  to  the  Provincial  Letters^  to  the  JS&fj 
1  tery  tfy^fi^i^^f^^  dijplayd^  by  Philip  Mornay,  t( 

the  Jefiiits  Mora/s^  by  a  Dodor  of  the  Sor- 
bonne,  and  many  other  writers  of  the  iirf 
rank,  in  order  to  ihew  that  the  Society  hav< 
totally  corrupted  morality,  fince  their  owi 
books  are  the  ftrongeft  teftimony  againft  them 
f  fo  Timey  the  touch/lone  of  triitby  to  which  tKei 

I  advocate  appeals  in  the  prcfent  cafe,  has  fulli 

convinced  the  Public  of  their  modern  treafbn; 

and  ufurpations,  no  lels  than  thofe  of  forme; 

\  times,  both  which  had  been  equally  cloakec 

j  wit! 
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with  the  fpccious  pretext  of  propagating  the 
Goipfel.  Whatever  foundation  there  may  be^ 
fot*  the  ftory  of  a  Jefuit  King  in  America,  all 
the  world  knows,  that  Paraguai  was,  and  ftill 
is,  under  the  diredlion  of  their  General  at 
Rome,  who  is  invefted'  with  more  abiblute 
polver  than  any  monarch  in  Europe,  and  that 
the  Provincial  and  Vice-Provincial,  his  Depu- 
ties or  Vice-Roys,  govern  every  thing  there, . 
not  only  as  Kings,  but  with  the  delpotifm  of 
Tyrants. 

-  That  our  young  Student  may  not  be  at  a  lofe 
how  to  defend  his  own  religion,  as  well  as  to 
attack  ours,  the  ftudy  of  Polemical  Divinity  is 
particularly  recommended.  Among  the  nu- 
merous  tradts  on  this  fubjeft,  that  of  tardinal 
Bellarmine,  on  th^  Papal  Supremacy y  withBof- 
fuet's  explanation  of  the  catholic  doSirine^  which, 
we  are  told,  undeceives  the  reader,  as  to  the 
abfurd  and  falfe  tenets,  which  ignorance,  pre- 
judice, and  malice,  have  charged  on  the  church 
of  Rome,  are  highly  diftingui(hed :  To  thefe 
are  tidded,  the  anonymous  author  of  the  Ruk  of 
Faithy  which  clears  up  that  cardinal  point,  con- 
cerning the  Judge  of  controverjies^  (i.  e.  the 
Pope)  in  a  manner  fuperior  to  any  thing  that 
can  be  met  with ;  and  another  famous  writer^ 
ftill  living,  (the  titular  Biftiop,  Ch-ndl-r)  oh. 
whc^  modefty,  piety,  and  learning,  the  higheft 
encomiums  are  beftowed,  and  not  undeferved- 
ly,  confidering  the  great  fervice  he  has  done 
the  catholic  caufe  in  his  England s  converjion  and 
reformation  compared^  which,  if  Papifts  are  to 
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be  credited,  has  plucked  up"ProCeftanCifm  i 
the  very  roots,    and  expofcd  the  Church 
England  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  £hc  is  afbam 
to  ihew  her  head. 

However,  as  religious  difputes  arc  apt 
tranfport  fome  men  to  violent  exceiies,  whi 
Jefuits  are  wholly  exempt  from,  obferve  wi 
lyhat  meekneis,  humility,  and  patience,  Fatl 
P.  advifes  his  pupil  to  behave  on  thefe  occaiioj 
"  When  thofe,  fays  he,  who  diflent  from  \ 
are  not  enlightened  with  the  fame  truth,  whei 
with  we  are  privileged,  their  misfortune  ca 
for  our  tendemefs,  and  is  ever  to  be  treat 
with  that  charity,  which  is  gent/e  and  compi 
[lonaier  —  This  is  the  general  language  of 
PapiAs,  when  divciled  of  power  :  great  alio 
ances  are  then  to  be  made  for  the  prejudices 
education. — Such  as  have  the  misfortune  of  I 
ing  in  an  error,  have  a  claim  to  tendernefs  a 
compailion.^-Tis  fufficient  to  tell  them, 
gentle  terms,  that  they  will  certainly  be  damn 
unlcfs  they  become  Catholics,  which,  as  ha] 
and  il)ocking  as  it  may  fecm,  is,  no  doubt, 
very  kind  and  friendly  warning.  But  liow 
thefe  charitable  men  behave,  when  they  ha 
the  fword  in  their  hands  ?  The  perfeverance 
Proteftants,  whatever  the  diftates  of  their  co 
fcienccs  may  be,  is  then  no  longer  their  m 
fortune,  but  their  fault,  and  treated  as  obf 
nate  hercfy,  with  fuch  kind  of  arguments 
our  anceftors  have  tried  the  irreiillible  for< 
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But  let  us  hear  how  like  an  angel  this  Jefuik 
^Iks,  with  re^£t  to  loyalty,  and  fubmiflioii 
to  thofe  in  authority;  **  The  primitive  Chri-*' 
iftians,  fays  he,  inftruded  by  their  great  Mafter^ 
that  his  kingdom  was  of  another  worlds  en- 
gaged in  no  faction  or  popular  commotion 
about  the  concerns  of  tbis^  and,  in  their  apo- 
logies to  the*  magiflrates  of  their  refpedtive 
States^  defied  their  mofk  avowed  enemies  ta 
charge  them  with  any  breach  of  the  public 
tranquility,  or  violation  of  the.  eftabliflied  polity 
of  their  country.  On  which  head,  let  me  ob-- 
ierve,  that  the  lenity  of  a  Government  gives  it 
a  particular  right  to  the  like  behaviour  from  all 
ithofe  who  live  under  it." 

It  has  been  often  remarked,  that  thofe,  who 
talk  moft  of  another  world,  have  their  views 
generally  confined  to  this ;  and  fome  hypocrites 
there  are^  no  doubt,  who  have  cunning  enough 
to  impofe  on  the  credulous  with  fuch  language^ 
But  that  Jefuits,  whofe  Politics  are  wholly  bulk 
on  worldly  motives,  whofe  infatiable  avarice, 
whofe  unhallowed  tricks,  and  feditious  deport^ 
nient,  are  {o  notorious,  (hould  talk  in  this  godly 
flrain,  is  an  inflance  of  the  higheft  effrontery, 
not  to  be  parallellM  any-where,  except  among 
thofe  of  their  Society.  And  furely,  of  all  Je- 
fuits  living,  Englijh  Jefuits^  one  would  think, 
ibould  be  the  lafl  men  on  earth  to  harp  on  fuch 
a  firing,  in  a  country  whofe  tranquili^  has 
been  fo  often  diflurbed  by  their  treafbnable 
plots  and  confpiracies.  Can  there  be  an  higher 
Wolt  OQ  the  Public,  a  more  glaring  proof  cf         ■ 

jefuitical  "ir^ 


dw  &iiie9'wier  P.  who  ibus  prisacbfis  (Op  i 
miffieQ  sod  loyalty,  pays  iavbRA^YiitynvSi 
£Bmtry>  •*Uen  ^  very  books  he  reconidiile 
tarhis  trapil,  or  rather  to  the  whole  caflii 
fiutfi\mc  fo  dired  a  tendency  to  :{mkin 
popelar  £i£tions,  to  fill  both  Church  anddfii 
irhh  endlefe  dtfortkrs,  to  re-introduce  tho({M 
ttraony,  and  oonfequently  tovfiihvert' ous^ 
lent  conftttution  ?  i-  -i-.  ji 

■"The^^ablifhed  government^  -vs  'tinBrta 
veil  obferves,  has,  undoubtedly,  a-Hj^ikr 
duttful  bbcdience  of  Papifts,  whom  it  lA 
with  loch  nndelerved  lenity  ;  but  of  ivint^j 
nification  is  diis  right  to  a  Jcfutt,  -wbb  i 
prove,  by  his  Cafuilby,  that  'tis  lawful  ta  a 
pofe,  and  even  to  murder  Princes,  whcne 
inch  right  interferes  with  the  Church's  inten 
or  (which  is  Of  far  greater  weight)  with  d 
of  the  Society  ?  What  they  have  anally  dc 
in  other  countries,  what  they  have  dared. C0.1 
tompt  in  this,  and  what  they  are  ftill  cap^ 
of  attempting,  is  no  fecret. 

Soiong  as  they  are  indulged  in  the  libetti 
they  have  aifumed,  of  exerciling  their  fun 
dons,  both  as  Priefts  and  Jefuits,  that  is,' 
continuing  to  make  new  profelytes,  and  co 
ropting  the  peoples'  morals,  (for  as  to  mers  J 
beity  of  confciencc,  they  make  no  account  o 
'tis  poffiblc  we  may  hear  of  no  public  iofii 
redlions  1  but  woe  betide  the  Govenunen 
ihonld  it  offer  to  put  the  penal  iaimn  iii  eid 
cnaofi.    1  wiliiiothcJb.uiicfaantBhlsiaiioali 
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ny^  that  there  may  be  Ibme  well-meaning  per«^ 
fons,  among  other  religious  orders  of  the  church 
of  Rome ;  but  this  I  aver,  that  'tis  morally  im- 
poflible  for  a  Jefuit,  as  a  Jefuit,  to  be  a  good. 
Chriftian,  a  k^al  ful>je£):,  or  a  man  of  com* 
mon  honefty.  That,  which  would  appear  ex- 
tremely fhocking  in  any  other  man,  can  never 
be  wondered  at  in  a  profef&d  Jefuit,  who»  ii 
he  ads  confiftently ,  muft  be  a  villain  from 
principle. 

I  muft  here  beg  leave  to  quote  a  few  more 
lines  from  Oldbam's  Sat3rrs,  as  being  (o  appofite 
to  the  pi-efent  fubjeft,  and  chiefly  relating  to 
our  own  country.  The  pidhire  he  has  drawn^ 
bears  fd  exad  a  refemblance  to  the  original,  that 
no  one  can  eaiily  mifbke  it  for  any  other  than 
that  of  the  Jefuits. 

Too  dearly  is  proud  Spai?j  with  England  quit^  • 
For  aU  her  lojs  fuflaiiid  in  eighty-eight :   - 
Amply  wasjhe  revengd  in  this  one  Airtb, 
When  Hell  for  her  the  Bifcay-plague  brought 

forth. 
Curji  be  the  icomb  that  loitb  th:^  Fire-brand 

teenidj 
Which  everfjtce  has  the  whole  world  inflairid. 

I  need  not  acquaint  you  that  thefe  lines  al- 
lude to  the  deftrudtion  of  the  Spani(h  Armada 
in  I J 88,  and  to  Ignatius  de  Loyola,  founder  of 
the  Society,  who  was  a  native  of  Bilcay.  As 
to  the  Saintihip  of  this  man,  who  has  occafion^"^* 
ed  b>  many  diibiden  in  the  world,   his  con«< 

temporaries, 
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.temporaries,  who  knew  him  beft^  had  but  ^ 
very  flender  opinion  of  it,  notwithflanding  the 
pompous  accounts  of  his  miracles.  This  evi- 
dently appeared  from  die  violent  oppoiitioQ 
made  to  his  canonisation,  which,  however, 
his  difciples  at  length  furmountod,  by  dint  of 
intrigues  and  bribery,  and,  to  (hew  their  tt- 
fentment  at  the  qbftacles  they  had  met  with^ 
toot  only  loaded  with  the  blackeft  calumnies 
all.fuch  as  had  oppofed  the  apotheqfis  of  their 
-Founder^  but  afterwards  made  ufe  of  the  fame 
engines,  by  which  they  had  exalted  him  to  the 
rank  of  a  Demi-God,  to  deprive  thofe  of  the 
fame  honor^  who  had  a  much  better  claim 
to  it.  This  is  univerfally  allowed  to  have  been 
the  cafe  of  Pakfox,  a  SpaniCh  Bifhop,  who 
was  a  man  of  real  merit,  but  had,  it  {^ems^ 
expoied  the  tricks  and  frauds  of  theie  infa- 
mous Miflionaries. 

It  may  appear  at  firft  very  aftoniihingj  that 
a  Se6t,  whofe  principles  and  prances  were  fo 
loudly  exclaimed  at,  by  the  wife  and  virtupus 
of  every  country  and  every  denomination, 
jfhould  have  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  ;  but 
the  wonder  will  ceafe,  when  we  confider  the 
general  depravity  of  mankind,  and  that  the 
moral  fyftem  of  St.  Ignatius  and  his  Difciples 
has  the  fame  tendency  with  that  of  Mahomet ; 
for,  notwithftanding  their  feeming  difparity, 
the  evident  deiign  of  both  is,  to  indulge  mens 
paflions  in  the  moft  unbridled  licentioufiiefs^ 
The  liberties  granted  by  the  Arabian  hnpoilor 
in   diis  refpe£t,   gained  hiai  inj&oitelx  mor^ 

pro- 
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profelytes  than  his  fword  ;  and  the  Popifh  Im^ 
poftor,  by  following  his  example,  has  proved 
equally  fuccefsfuL  Had  our  anceftors  been 
fo  fortunate  as  to  have  got  rid  of  the  Jefuitis, 
fo  eafily  as  they  did  of  the  invincible  Armada^ 
Popery  and  Libertinifm,  which,  by  their  means, 
have  fb  amply  revenged  the  Spaniards  on  us^ 
would  not  have  fpread  their  baleful  influence, 
as,  we  find,  they  do  in  this  nation. 

Our  Poet,  in  fpeaking  of  the  execrable 
maxims  of  theie  men,  thus  fums  up  the  cha-* 
radter  of  their  Cafuiftry  and  its  authors. 


736f  boldefi  flights  of  wickednejs 


Are  flampt  Religion^  and  for  current  pafs. 
The  blackefij  ^gH^fl^  horridft^  damned fl  deed^  Y 
For  which  Hell-flamesy  the  Schools  a  title  need,  K 
If  done  for  Mother-Church,  arejujiifyd.     J 
Dull  primitive  fools  of  oldy  who  would  he  good^ 
Who  would  by  virtue  reach  the  blefi  abode  / 
Far  different  are  the  wa^s  found  out  of  latf^ 
Which  mortals  to  that  happy  place  tranflate. 
Rebellion^  Treafan^  Murder j  Ma/facre^ 
The  chief  ingredients  now  of  Saint/hip  are 
And  Tyburn  only  flocks  the  Calendar. 

You  may  perceive  that  the  firfl  five  lines 
here  quoted,  partly  allude  to  the  various  cafes 
of  confcience  refolved  by  the  Jefuits,  in  their 
moral  tradts,  a  curfory  perufal  of  which  will 
•convince  any  fbber  perfon,  that  there  never 
wa^  a  fet  of  men  on  earth,  to  whom  the 
Prince  of  darluiefi  is  fb  much  indebted  as  to 

thefc 
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.  thefe  Cafuifts^  who  have  taken  at  leaft  as  mi 
pains  to  people  the  infernal  regions  as  i 
of  his  invifible  agents.  The  following  11 
refer  to  thofe  incendiaries,  executed  hcfc^ 
the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  Jan 
!!  S  I.  whom  the  Society  venerate  as  Martyrs. 

fliort,  tho'  the  Jefuits  fometimes  pretend,  t 

the  mondrous  cafes  propofed  by  them,  ef 

dally  with  regard  to  Princes,  are  merely  fp» 

lative,  or  at  mod  but  as  guides  to  Confefic 

.  yet  experience  has  (hewn,  both  at  home  a 

abroad^  how  well  difpofed  they  are  to  take  ihof 

i  ^  methods,  when  their  intereft  requires,  that  I 

(i '  Theory  {hould  be  reduced  to  Pradtice.  We  kjD< 

what  kind  of  Martyrs  they  have  had  among  i 

And  fome  there  are,  I  am  well  aflured,  now 

^  England,  fuch  thorough-paced  Jefuits,  fb  deij 

I  rately  bold,  and  who  fpcak  in  fuch  terms  of  tl 

horrid  plot  of  the  5th  of  November,  that  th 
would  make  little  fcruple  of  earning  mart] 
dom  on  die  fame  account,  could  a  cellar  unc 
the  Parliament-houfe  be  fo  eaiily  hired  as  /c 
merly ;  for  as  to  another  Guy  Faux^  how  mar 
who  have  gone  through  thtwjpi ritual  exerciji 
might  be  found,  who  would  enter  the  gloon 
vault  with  a  lighted  match  and  dark  lanthor 
no  lefs  courageoufly  dian  that  intrepid  Hen 
The  Jefuits,  it  is  allowed,  have  done  grc 
matters  this  way,  merely  by  the  force  of  the 
writings  and  diicourfes;  but  as  they  are  2 
impatient  refllefs  fort  of  men,  and  the  woi 
fometimes  advances  too  flowly  by  fuch  m< 
thods,   it  has  been  often  found  expedient  i 
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come  to  the  main  point  at  once.  It  requires  no 
great  fkili  in  Cafuiftry  to  demonftrate^that  a  few 
barrels  of  gun-powder,  a  blunderbufs,  a  knife, 
or  a  dofe  of  poifbn,  properly  applied,  may,  on 
certain  occafions,  prove  more  efFedual  thart 
fifty  cart-loads  of  Papal  Bulls  and  Cafuidicol 
Divinity. 

Tho'  t  have  already  faid  fo  much  on  th© 
prefent  fubjeft,  that  any  farther  remarks  may 
be  thought  fupcrfluous,  yet,  before  I  take  my 
leave,  I  fhall  trouble  you  w^ith  one  more  letter 
concerning  this  infamous  Fraternity,  whole 
maxims,  whether  feen  in  a  religious,  moral,  or 
political  view,  are  fo  deftrudive  to  the  happi- 
nefs  of  mankind.     I  am^  &c. 


LETTER        XXXVI. 

SIR, 

AN  Y  one  may  eadly  know  what  Poperjr 
is ;  but  none,  except  a  Jefuit,  can  tell 
what  Jefuitifm  is :  however,  we  know  enough 
of  it,  to  be  convinced,  that  nothing  was  ever 
fo  well  calculated  to  drive  all  fenle  of  moral 
honefty  out  of  the  world :  It  may  be  called  the 
corruption  of  Popery,  as  this  undoubtedly  is  of 
Chriftianity;  it  comprehends  all  the  impious 
dogmata  both  of  ancient  and  modern  Freethink'^ 
ers  and  Free^Livers -,  from  whence  you  may 
judge,  what  an  hideous  monfler  it  mufl  be. 

When  we  confider  what  pains  the  Jefuits 
have  taken  to  propagate  thofe  ibaximSj  which 
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t)petilyand  avowedly  teaches  wickednefs?  If 
4mnionility  abounds  among  us,  as  every  ierious 

Ghriftian  acknowleges  and  bewails,  our  Divincf, 
tiio*  liable  to  the  fame  frailties  with  other  men, 
always  call  things  by  their  proper  names^  and 
never  offer  to  palliate  their  enormity,  much  lefs 
to  excufe  and  juitify  their  pradlice  mth  fchoi- 
laftic  fubtiities  and  endlefs  diftindions.    They 
tell  their  auditors  at  leaf):,  in  the  plaineft  terms, 
that  the  wrath  of  God  is  due  to  fuch  offences, 
«nd  that  nothing  will  avert  his  judgments  but 
fincere  repentance  and  a  change  of  life  and 
manners.   Whether  the  Jefuits  adfc  in  this  man- 
ner, let  their  printed  books  witnefs,  wherein 
Rich  a  fyflem  of  Ethics  is  offered  to  the  world, 
as  may  be  compared  to  a  lufckms  draught  of 
poifon,  which,  whilfl  it  delights  the  palate  with 
Its  fweetnefs,  conveys  certain  death.  Thus  they 
hill  on  their  blinded  followers  in  the  paths  of 
srror  and  deflru£tion  $  and  tho'  we  are  fo  clearly 
Daught  in  theGofpel,  that  the  way  to  Heaven  is 
rugged  and  narrow,  and  our  falvation  to  be 
TVorked  out  with  fear  trembling,  thefe  Cafuifls, 
yy  their  deluding  fbrceries,  have  made  the  road 
ippear  fo  fmooth  and  wide,  and  the  important 
mfinefs  of  fo  little  concern,  that  any  man,  if 
uch  Guides  are  to  be  trufted,  may  eafily  enter 
he  manfions  of  the  blefl,  without  one  moral 
»rChriftian  virtue. 

That  human  nature  is  extremtly  degenerated, 
nd  that  every  man  carries  wiAiftiyBaiclf  the 
>urce  of  his  irregular  zSEtdaemS^  ^Tuth, 
^hich,    however  controverted  x^  we 

mfl  all  be  convinced  of,  by^jl  > 
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|)eriencel  This  fames  peccati^  -  or  dome/lie  eoe- 
4ny,  and  therefore  the  cnoft  dangerous  we  have 
{to  iay  nothing  of  outward  aUurements),  incef- 
£uidy  prompts  and  folicits  to  iuch  Gxce0es  as 
ore  repugnant  to  the  fober  didates  of  reafbo. 
The  deligQ  of  education  and  religion  undoubt- 
edly is,  to  teach  us  how  to  make  a  right  eiti- 
niate  of  things,  to  keep  our  paflions  wkhin 
.their  due  limits,  and  to  ^ew  us  the  irreparebie 
.firily  of  preferring  a  prefent  momentary  grati- 
fication to  our  future  ^d  eternal  intcreft-  Is 
it  poiiible  there'  fhould  be  fuch  profligates, 
•even  among  the  Chriftian  Priefthood,  who 
•have  done,  and  flill  do,  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  fruftrate  fo  noble  a  defign  ?  Too  lad 
a  truth  it  is,  that  fuch  there  are  to  be  found 
among  the  Jefuits,  on  whom  the  heavy  charge 
falls  with  fuch  redoubled  weight,  that  more 
wicked  and  atheiftical  maxims  may  be  drawn 
from  their  writings,  than  from  the  moft  im- 
pure and  impious  dodrines  of  the  Epicureans 
and  Gnoftics.  The  maxims  taught  by  the 
Society  in  general,  may  well  be  called  athe- 
iftical, as  they  fo  evidently  countenance  pradli'- 
cal  Atbeifrn  at  leaft,  by  utterly  deftroying  the 
influence  of  religion,  and  encouraging  men  to 
live  fo  diflblutely,  as  if  there  were  no  God  at  all. 
In  a  word,  he  that  expedts  to  learn  Morality  in 
the  fchool  of  the  Jefuits,  might  as  well  go  to  learn 
honefty  in  Newgate,  or  chaftity  in  Sodom. 

Any  one,  who  has  examined  but  a  fmall 
part  of  their  Cafuiftry,  would  be  apt  to  think, 
that  they  had  entered  into  a  league  with  the 
powers  of  darkncfs,  to  contribute,  fo  far  as  in 
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them  lay,  to  the  perverfion  and  ruin  of  fouls. 
Thefe  malignant  fpirits  well  know,  that  thofe 
innate  corruptions,  which  prompt  the  human 
race  to  evil,  do  not  take  the  fame  bias  in  every 
individual ;  the  experience  of  near  fix  thou-- 
fand  years  had  taught  them,  that  one  favorite 
lufl  predominates,  and  is  peculiar  to  each  per* 
fon,  and  that  not  only  our ^  age,  conftitution, 
and  manner  of  living,  but  even  our  very  pro- 
feflion,  have  their  diftinguifhing  pafiions  :  ani- 
mated by  this  knowlege,  which  fo  greatly  faci- 
litates their  work,  they  watch  our  unguarded 
hours,  and  being  (b  well  acquainted  with  oiir 
various  difpofitions,  negle<5t  no  opportunity  of 
attacking  us  on  that  iide  where  they  are  fure 
to  find  leaft  refinance.     The  Jefuits,  in  like 
manner,  attend  the  motions  of  their  Penitents 
and  Confultants,  that  is,  of  fuch  as  come  to 
confcfs  their  fins,  or  to  afk  advice,  with  a  firm 
refoludon  of  never  forfaking  the  one,  or  fol* 
lowing  the  other,  except  it  be  agreeable  to  their 
own  inclinations.   The  generality  among  them, 
who  have  the  direftion  of  confciences,  know  fo 
well  how  to  turn  and  manage  them,  that  Satan 
fecms  to  have  no  other  employ  but  to  look  on  : 
thefe  Cafuifls,  he  finds,  are  equally  fubtil,  and 
little  lefs  malignant  than  himfelf,  or  any  of  hi$ 
invifible  agents ;  and  that  they  advife,  on  all 
occafions,  not  what  is  fittcfl:  to  be  done,  but 
what  will  be  the  moft  pleafing  *,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  be  the  confeqnence  ever  fo  fatal. 

*  The  admired  Efcobar,  Trac.  i.  exam.  8.  c.  i.  n.  4, 
lays  It  dowa  as  a  maxim.     Confulatiir  cvjtt/cunjuc  ^ai  et 
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It  would  be  matter  of  the  higbdl  mcekei 
tb  tell  thefe  men,  that  'ds  the  indtfpenfiUe  din 
df  one  who  has  taken  on  hitn  die  office  of 
Jpirtual  guide,  to  do  his  utmoft  to  explons  tt 
latent  imladiea  of  the  Ibul,  and  lo  aldminifti 
fyth  remedies  as  the  Oolpel  preferibes,  tboDg 
eVer  fo  Utter  or  unpalatable,  fin£e  thefe  are  A 
only  ones,  whicli  can  producd  a  radical  can 
They  are  too  well  acqudnted  with  mankinc 
not  to  know,  that,  were  they  to  take  this  ok 
^fbroned  methcxl,  their  Confeffionals  woul 
not  be  fb  crouded  as  they  ^e.  As  ielf-con 
placency  is  the  moft  bewitdung,  as  well  as  nxx 
permanent  of  all  human  foibles,  'tis  an  ^lab 
fiffied  rule  with  them,  never  fo  fend  any  on 
away  difcontentcd  vrith  himfelf.  They  maul 
look  on  him  as  a  wretched  Quadc  indeed,  whc 
ivhen  he  fells  a  Noftrum,  which  muft  infalii 
bly  cncrcafe  die  diforder,  and  perhaps  ma; 
kill  the  patient,  has  not  ability  enough  to  reii 
dcr  it  grateful  to  the  palate. 

Can  it  be  reafonabJy  expefted,  that  a  Jefuif 
who  has  been  thoroughly  initiated  into  the  njy. 
ileries  of  his  Sodety,  {and  none  but  fuch  an 
permitted  to  hear  confeffions  or  refblve  cafe 
of  confcjence)  rtiould  fo  far  forget  himfelf,  ai 
to  tell  aThief  that  re{litution  is  al^lutely  ne- 
ceflary,  to  preach  up  humility  and  ielf-^lenia 
to  the  proud,  ambitious,  and  vain-glorioos,  tc 
talk  of  forgiving  injuries  to  the  blood-thidtj 
and  revengeful,  of  fobriety  and  temperance  tc 
the  Drunkard  and  the  Glutton,  or  to  hint  tc 
the  lewd  Debauchee,  that  whoremmgefs  om 
edulterers  God  will  judge  f   No,  Sir,  a  Jefuit  is 
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t09  well  bred  to  talk  to  people  in  fuck  unpolite 
terms.  Turn  over  a  few  of  thejr  moral  tracts, 
and  you  will  foon  be  convinced,  that  not  one 
of  the  confultanta  here  enumerated^  or  any 
other,  whatever  his  cafe  may  be,  will  hear  a 
fingle  word,  on  thefe  occa/ions,  that  can  makp 
him  lefs  in  love  with  himfelf,  or  leis  fond  of 
his  criminal  indulgences,  than  he  was,  before 
he  difcharged  his  confcience  into  the  gentlcTCa* 
fuift's  ear. 

The  Confeilbr  may  indeed  fometimes  Inti  i 
mate  to  his  Penitent,  for  mere  form's  fake,  that 
fuch  a  pradice  is  a  (in,  when  iimply  conildered 
in  itfeif ;  but  then  he  fails  not  to  add,  by  way 
of  confolation,  that,  in  fuch  and  fuch  drcum- 
ftances,  (which  always  happen  to  be  the  very 
identical  cafe  of  the  preient  Confultant)  the 
nature  of  this  fame  fin  is  fb  entirely  altered,  as 
to  lofc  all  its  malignity.  The  ghoftiy  Charla- 
tans have  a  thoufand  anodines  and  foporifics  al- 
ways in  Aore,  to  hufh  the  loudefl  clamors,  and 
to  afTuage  the  fharpeft  pangs  of  a  troubled  con«- 
fcience,  at  leafl:  for  the  prefent :  They  fo  ex* 
quilitely  temper,  and  fb  artfully  adminifler  the 
ftupifying  dofe,  that  the  hardened  profligate  is, 
in  a  manner,  perfuaded  into  an  opmion  of  his 
own  innocence,  and  every  fcruple  vanifhes  with 
thefe  comfortable  aHiirances.  However  circuo)- 
ftanced  or  aggravating  the  crime  may  be,  and 
whatever  difpofition  the  foul  is  in,  Abfolution^ 
like  feme  magic  charm,  produces  the  fame 
powerful  efFedl,  and  always  makes  clear  work, 
in  fine,  according  to  the  remark  of  a  great 
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General  ReJkSfions     ''n-                  * 
)ivinity  has  been  fo  much  improved  of 
every  kind  of  pollution  is  now  much 
led  off  than  it  was  at  iiril:  contracted. 
;rcatly  are  mankind  indebted  to  theib 
and  charitable  FatherSj  who  have  noli 
id  out  the  invaluable  fecret  of  uniting 
js  together,  which,  till  Jefuitifm  made 
ance  in  the  world,  were  deemed,   by,. 
5  of  every  denomination,  utterly  in- 
le,  but  have  communicated  their  dif— 
vich  fuch  exadbiefs,  that,  by  the  new. 
y  have  ftruck  out,  and  the  kind  direct 
sn  to  every  timorous  or  ignorant  tra— 
ly  man,  if  he  dare  truft  his  foul  tot 
lance,  may  indulge  his  appetite  in  the 
ainal  pleafurcs  here,  without  difquali- 
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by  this  univcrfal  condefccnfion  to  human  frail- 
ties, embrace  the  whole  world,  gently  leading 
men  of  all  completions  to  their  own  happi- 
nefs,  by  thofe  very  methods,  which,  according 
to  all  other  Moralifts,  not  even  the  Pagan  ex- 
cepted, feem  moft  likely  to  produce  a  quite 
contrary  efFedt,  that  is,  by  complying  with  their 
corrupt  inclinations.  How  widely  different^re 
the  maxims  of  this  new  Gofpel  from  thofe  of 
the  old !  How  four  and  uncomplaifant  the  an- 
cient apoftles,  when  compared  to  the  modern  ! 
How  hard  is  it,  fays  the  divine  author  of  the 
one,  for  a  rich,  or  worldly-minded  man  to  en- 
ter the  kingdom  of  Heaven !  How  hard,  fay 
the  authors  of  the  other,  for  fuch  a  man  to  be 
excluded  from  it!  Rejoice,  ye  Libertines,  fuch  of 
you,  I  mean,  as  have  not  yet  abiblutely  laid  afide 
all  thoughts  of  another  world,  fince  it  appears 
from  the  Jefu  its'  fy  ftcm ,  that  'tis  now  much  harder 
to  be  damn'd  than  once  it  was  to  be  £ived. 

It  has  been  often  alleged,  in  vindication  of 
the  Society,  that  thcfe  are  only  the  extravagant 
fentiments  of  fome  few  among  them,  and  there- 
fore not  to  be  charged  on  the  whole  order. 
Now  it  ought  to  be  recoUefted  here,  that,  fup- 
pofing  this  to  be  really  the  cafe,  the  general 
charge  would,  notwithftanding,  hold  good ; 
fince  no  book  can  be  publifhed  by  a  Jefuit, 
without  the  previous  licence  and  approbation  of 
his  Superiors :  confequently,  tho'  every  partir- 
cular  maxim,  which  gives  offence  to  virtue  and 
religion,  may  not  be  exprefly  maintained  by 
every  individual,  yet,  as  every  one  of  them 
h^e  been  at  leafl  tacitly  approved^  the  greater 
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part  openly  defended,  and  none  everoet 
by  the  Society,  they  muft  all  nccei£u-i 
looked  upon  as  the  general  lentimetits  o 
whole  body.  But  the  truth  ui>  the  licer 
writers  here  taken  nodce  of,  are  not.  ic 
as  ibme  may  imagine  ;  there  are  above 
hundred  authors  c^  the  fame  ftariip  *, 
are  held  by  the  Jefuits,  wherefbever  difpi 
in  the  highcft  veneration,  and  every  or 
thofe  dodlrines,  which  have  rendered  th< 
ciety  fo  infamous  from  its  fttO.  inftitutioi 
itiU  taught  in  their  fchoolsi  iHll  recommc 
to  pra£tice,  and  ftill  continue  to  propagatt 
[Mcty  and  libertinifm  as  much  as  ever. 
this  is  no  calumny,  let  their  late  proceo 
in  France,  let  what  has  lately  happeni 
Portugal,  let  their  late  condufl,  with  re 
to  Mr.  Arnold,  witnefs. 

As  to  the  itx  letters  from  an  old  Jefuit 
young  Student,  which  I  fent  you  inclofe 
one  of  my  former,  and  have  fo  often  reft 
to,  they  contain  but  a  fmall  part  of  Jefuiti 
yet  this  fmall  fpecimen,  I  apprehend,  will 
ficiently  convince  you,  that  the  lyftem  i 
have  fo  well  improved,  on  the  plan  of  t 
predeceflbrs,  the  Roman  Canopifts,  is  no 
repugnant  to  the  light  of  nature  than  to 
of  Chrilliauity :  and  tho'  nothing  is  deei 
more  juftifiable  by  them,  than  lying  and  f 
dering,  in  order  to  blacken  the  charaiftci 

•  The  Society,  among  other  libraries  in  their  jioflc 
at  Rome,  have  one  apart,  containing  fome  tlioufaDd 
lumcs  wholly  cOropofed  by  Jefnits,  the  greater  pmx 
whkh  coDltft-of  nothing  clTe  but  th^  Monl  OMoi^. 
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thtir  antagonifts,  yet  cannot  they  complaki  thtf 
the  fame  unlawful  weapons  are  here  taade  ufe 
ofy  ilnce  DO  teftimony  but  their  own  is  pit>- 
duced  againft  them :  nor  indeed  was  it  neoel^ 
fary  to  produce  any  other  $  for,  notwithibiid«> 
ing  the  many  fevere  things,  which  have  beea 
ol^edted  by  others,  both  to  their  principles  and 
pndtices,  none,  as  I  before  remarked,  have 
pfunted  them  in  fouler  colors  than  they  hayt 
painted  themielves. 

The  hideous  piAure  of  thefe  men  has  beea 
long  held  out  to  public  view,  and  none  have 
takctn  fuch  pains  as  thofe  for  whom  it  was 
drawJA,  to  let  the  world  know,  how  exactly  it 
refembles  them ;  nay,  fo  great  has  been  theif 
anxiety  to  remain  with  the  ^^ry  of  being  reputed 
the  ible  corrupters  of  mankind,  that  me  copy» 
as  ugly  and  deformed  as  it  is  reprefented,  feema 
hx  ihort  of  the  original.  They  not  only  defend 
their  old  maxims,  with  fuch  explanations  and 
improvements  aa  none  but  the  great  enemy  of 
Ibuls  could  have  fuggeffced,  but  are  daily  and 
hourly  inventing  new  ones,  equally  deftruAive 
to  the  happinefs  of  mankind ;  and  thofe  Heroa 
2MMHmg  them,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  all  honeft 
men,  richly  merited  a  gibbet,  if  they  are  nok 
yet  ikinted  by  the  Cathotic  church,  are  at  leaft 
canonized  by  their  own  brethren,  fb  far  aa 
ffaiking  portraits  of  their  martyrdoms,  pompous 
infcriptions,  and  labored  panegyrics,  could  dd 
it  * }  which  evinces  to  a  demonftration,  how 

much 

*  BMoMiof  thitmaybelMtt  A.aifii//pWtehmf^^ 
to  the  EagUfli'Jtfaiti  faeare  cBcomd.    Bow  highly  Gubuifd 
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much  their  cooduft  Is  approved  by  the  prcten: 
race,  and  how  ready  tbele  are  to  tread  in  their 
fteps.  Jefuits,  in  fine,  dread  nothing  elfe  be 
die  effe^  of  human  juftice>  and  manage  tbeir 
a^rs  with  fuch  exquifite  cunning,  as  ieldon 
to  feel  its  weight,  tbo'  they  ib  fi-equently  d^ 
ferve  it.  As  to  the  mere  reproadies  of  the 
world,  which  they  have  fo  long  and  jufiiy 
incurred,  they  defy  them  as  much  as  they  do 
thofc  of  their  own  confciences,  and  the  thrcai- 
enings  of  God  Almighty. 

It  has  been  long  ago  predicted,  that  this  ac- 
curfed  Fraternity  would  end  like  the  Knights 
Templarsy  who,  tho'  almoft  equal  to  the  Jefuits 
in  pride  and  luxury,  fell  infinitely  Hiort  of  them 
in  fubtilty  and  malice  :  their  hypocriiy  had 
been  fufficiently  expofed  in  every  country,  ex- 
cept Spain  and  Portugal ;  but  even  there  it  now 
appears  in  its  proper  colors ;  fo  that  the  world 
begins  to  flatter  itfelf  with  the  hopes  of  feeir^ 
the  order  exterminated,  at  Jeaft  in  Europe. 
The  latter  Idngdom  is  happily  got  rid  of  this 
peft ;  and  the  former  would  have  caufe  to  re- 
joice, had  it  taken  the  fame  vigorous  meafures. 
The  Society  has  indeed  contributed  to  the  gran- 
deur of  the  Spanifti  Monarchy,  but  was  it  not 
always  with  a  view  of  exalting  its  own  ?  This 
is  univerfally  acknowleged,  and  the  tricks  of 

and  others  of  his  (lamp  have  been  extolled  by  the  French 
Jtfiiits,  is  well  known,  and  Malagri^.i,  in  all  probability, 
*ill  be  no  lefs  exalted  by  his  brcthrcB  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal. Certainly  this  man  defervcs  an  higher  rank  in  thdr 
calendar  than  Marinna  himfclf,  fincc  he  dared  to  put  in 
pra6H(x  ft  doArine  whidi  the  other  only  wrote  io  defence 
of,  thsu  b,  the  bwfnlnefs  of  nmrdering  Kings. 
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:fe  men  are  no  lefs  vifible  to  the  Catholic 
lUrt  than  to  that  of  Lifbon,  Yet,  whatever 
jtlve  it  be  owing  to,  the  vipers  are  ftill  fuf- 
ed  to  prey  on  the  vitals  of  their  country,  to 
eat  the  dying  with  pious  frauds,  to  debauch 
I  morals  of  the  living,  and  to  bring  an  odium 
the  Gofpel  itfelf  by  their  infamous  traffic  and 
atiable  avarice. 

How  happy  would  it  have  been  for  France 
d  Venice  *,  from  whence  the  whole  Society 

were 

*  It  appears  from  fome  late  fteps  taken  by  the  Senate  of 
nice,  particularly  in  prohibiting  the  Jefuits  in  their  do- 
3ns  from  admitting  any  more  Novices  for  the  future. 
It  they  are  determined  to  rid  themfelves  by  degrees  of  a 
dety,  which  has  been  a  perpetual  pbgue  to  die  State, 
m  its  firft  eftabli(hment.  What  frefli  provocadons  in- 
ced  that  wife  Republic  to  come  to  fuch  a  refolution,  are 
C  yet  divulged  :  but  thofe  who  have  read  the  hiftory  of 
5  quarrel  between  the  Venetians  and  Pope  Paul  V«  and 
lat  hand  the  Jefuiu  had  in  fomenting  it,  as  well  as  other 
er  difputesy  will  eafily  believe,  that  the  fenate  coald 
re  juftified  their  condufl,  had  they  taken  much  more 
ilent  meafurcs.  The  Jefuits,  on  that  occadon,  did  their 
noft  endeavors  to  excite  all  Europe  againfl:  their  country, 
1  the  court  of  Rome  was  fo  ill-advifed  as  to  lay  it  under 
InterdiB,  which  ended  as  glorioufly  for  the  Republic, 
to  the  Papers  (liamc  and  confuHon.  Ncceflity  indeed  has 
liged  thcfc  Incendiaries,  fmce  their  rc*admi(&on,  to  aA 
th  fomcwhat  more  caution ;  yet  are  there  not  wanting 
lances  of  their  fcditious  and  turbulent  behaviour  in  fuc- 
:ding  times.  As  to.  the  prefent  decree  againft  them,  'tis 
it  improbable  that  the  Senate  had  taken  umbrage  at  the 
fcovery  of  fome  dark  intrigues  carrying  on,  in  favor  of 
cir  exiled  brethren  of  Portugal,  and  dpecially  at  their 
rbouring  fume  of  the  principal  criminals  who  iiad  fled 
jmjuilicc.  Be  this  as  it  will,  'tis  cviJcint  enough,  that, 
latever  the  Venetian  Senate  has  Jetcrmiucd,  with  regard 
this  pcftilcnt  Tribe,  the  courts  of  Rome  and  Madrid  are 
[bivcd  to  fupport  them  at  all  events ;  and  tho*  'tis  fo  long 
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were  banlfhed,  as  corrupters  of  Youth,  ar 

menters  of  rebellkm,  had  th^  perOfted  i: 

refoludon  (^  never  permitting  their  tc-ellal 

meot  I  And>  let  me  add,  what  a  6ghal  bit 

would  it  be  to  Britain,  could  the  Le^ 

find  out  foine  method  to  prevent  the  fpre: 

of  thoir  baleful  influence  among   us,    « 

•  i  our  forefathers  had  fo  much  caulcto  rue, 

'  their  children,  yet  unborn,  may  feel  the  d 

,1  ful  ciFedls  of  I  Should  Proridencc,   as  a  pti 

\\!\  ment  for  our  fins,  permit  their  continuani 

^'<  i  this  Ifland,  'tis  to  be  hc^d,  that  our  You 

.  teaft  wilt  be  taken  out  of  their  hands. 

i    ,4^.  may  poffibly  difcover  the  horrid  tendem 

'  fincewehareheBrdof  Interdifls,  (hatmany  are  of  o] 

noPonriffwill  cfw  venture  again  on  fnth  ao  exp. 
yet.  It  the  fame  dmc,  it  ought  to  be  conridei-ed,  tt 
rhere  1>  infinitely  more  bigotry  and  blind  obedlencs  i 
Htrfy  See  in  Portugal  than  in  Venice,  fo  aji  attempt  c 
kind  wotild  naturally  produce  much  greater  diforc 
tfae  fOTOer  than  the  latter ;  nay,  fome  are  very  app: 
iive,  that  the  prefcnt  rupture  bnween  the  courts  of 
■ad  Lilbon  may  be  fo  artfully  fomented  by  jefnittcal  a 
at  to  induce  the  Pomigude  to  look  on  their  So>'crc 
little  better  than  a  Heretic  j  the  very  notion  of  v 
among  fuch  a  people,  may  produce  no  lefs  fatal  < 
quenccs  than  it  formerly  did  in  France.  But  fup| 
Ipiritual  arms  alone  fliould  prove  too  \vealc,  what  ma; 
not  effMt,  when  alTined  by  the  temporal  ?  The  la/i  i 
«/■  K'mgt  may  not  only  pevail  on  Portugal  to  rcllor 
Society  it  has  banithed,  but  even  to  fiibmic  to  the  old 
which  Spain  once  impofed  on  it ;  and  it  may,  I  prel 
be  rationally  inferred,  without  pretending  to  a  fpi 
prophecy,  that  the  latter  event  will  be  the  confequer 
the  former.  For  if  the  Portnguerc  Jefuits  were  fo  ir 
mental  towards  enQaving  their  country,  when  they  hi 
other  inducement  but  their  own  tntcref^  what  lengths 
fuch  men  be  now  capable  of,  when  they  have  th«  . 
tioual  motive  of  reretigc  to  fpar  them  on  ? 
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lldr  maxiins,  and  guard  againft  the  infenlU 
Kiphiffay :  but  how  fhall  children  be  able  to 
b  this  ?  What  influence  muft  the  lefibns  of 
uch  Mailers  have  op.  their  tender  nnnds,  ink 
apable  of  difceming  the  fallacy  of  jefuidcal 
liftinftionS)  and  wholly  trufting  to  the  wiidom 
Ind  hone%  of  their  guides  \  Such  early  im- 
veflions  of  Vice  muft  not  only  corrupt  die 
»reient  generation,  but  lay  the  feeds  of  infisc- 
ion  for  that  which  is  to  come,  and  may  at 
ength  ipread  fo  general  a  contagbn,  that  few 
IT  none  will  be  left  to  keep  virtue  in  counte- 
tahce. 

To  conclude,  if  the  progrefs  of  Popery 
lone  be  alarming  enough  in  all  conicience, 
vhat  muft  it  be^  when  united  with  ye/mtijm  f 
'opery,  amidft  all  Its  errors  and  fuperftitions, 
iretends  at  leaft  to  difcourage  vice,  by  ioiig« 
Ifificant  penances  here^  and  the  fioioa  of 
tirging  fires  hereafter.  Jefuitifm  has  removed 
ven  thefe  feeble  barriers,  and  given  unbound- 
d  fcope  to  every  irregular  fally  of  the  human 
leart,  which  is  deceitful  above  all  things^  by 
iirAiihing  the  libertine  with  fuch  (pecious  rea- 
bns  as  may  induce  him  to  fin  on,  with  a 
uiet  coniciiience,  in  fpite  of  hisr  own  convic- 
on.  In  fine,  if  both  our  ctvil  and  religious 
iberties  muft  fall  a  facrifice,  as  they  certainly 
irill,  ftiould  Popery  ever  get  the  afcendant, 
Bt  us  at  leaft  retain  fo  much  regard  to  vir- 
ue  and  common  decency,  as  not  to  confeis 
»ur  fins  to  Jefuits,  who  have  made  the  laws 
f  Nature  as  little  binding  as  thofe  of  the 
?ofpel.    Is  it  not  misfortune  enough  to  be 

Paplils, 
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Pa[»ib,  but  we  muft  be  Jefuited  Papifls,  tha 
i6>  not  only  without  true  Religion,  but  with- 
out Moral  Honeily ;  a  nation  of  Idolaters,  en 
the  one  hand ;  arid  of  libertines- and  profligatef, 
on  the  other  F 

.  I  fliall  trefpafs  no  longer  on  your  patiena, 
except  to  beg  pardon  for  fuch  inaccuracies  o' 
needlefs  repetitions,  which  through  huny  or 
inadvertency,  I  may  have  been  led  into.  I 
had  no  other  view,  in  taking  this  trouble,  b^: 
to  plead  the  caufe  of  Truth,  and  to  undc- 
cave  my  countrymen,  fuch  of  them  at  leali 
who  have  not  yet  been  drawn  into  the  ihare, 
or  are  not  wholly  under  the  influence  of  thoii 
wicked  Diredors  ;  for,  as  to  the  Dircdorj 
dicmfelves,  and  thofe  already  perverted  by 
them,  even  Charity  itfelf,  ivhich  hopetb  >:!! 
thjffgi,  has  little  reaibn  to  expedt  a  reforniaticn 
in  men  of  fuch  principles.  I  finccrely  wiui 
you  health  and  happineis,  and  am,  on  ail 
occalions, 

SiK, 

Tour  faithful  bumble  Servant t 
*  *  •. 
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